
 
 

December 15, 2010 
 
 

 
The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20426 
 

Re: Northern Pass Transmission LLC, Docket No. ER11-____-000 

Dear Ms. Bose: 

Pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act (“FPA”),1 Part 35 of the 

Commission’s regulations,2 and the Commission’s orders in Northeast Utilities Service 

Co. and NSTAR Electric Co., 127 FERC ¶ 61,179, reh’g denied, 129 FERC ¶ 61,279 

(2009), Northern Pass Transmission LLC (“Northern Pass”) submits for filing a bilateral, 

cost-based transmission service agreement (“TSA”) executed on October 4, 2010 by 

Northern Pass and H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc. (“HQ Hydro Renewable”) for 

service over the Northern Pass Transmission Line (the “NPT Line”).    

                                              
1 16 U.S.C. § 824d (2006). 
2 18 C.F.R. Pt. 35 (2010). 

   
  
   
  
 

   

  David B. Raskin   1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW

  202.429.6254   Washington, DC  20036-1795

  draskin@steptoe.com  Tel 202.429.3000

     Fax 202.429.3902
    steptoe.com
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(in consultation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency), and approval by the 

Federal Aviation Administration.104   

b. Financial Risks and Challenges 

In their joint testimony, Messrs. Auseré and Lubbock explain that the NPT Line 

represents a major transmission investment and is several orders of magnitude larger than 

a typical new transmission line or upgrade.105  They also conclude that the seller’s risks 

under the TSA exceed the risks inherent in a typical regulated transmission project in 

several respects.  In recent years, NU has been investing large amounts of capital to 

upgrade its transmission system.  NU will continue to do so in the coming years.  For 

instance, for the period 2001 through 2009, NU spent $2.8 billion in new transmission 

construction.  For the period 2011 through 2015, NU is expected to spend an additional 

$2.8 billion in new transmission projects, including the NPT Line.      

Similarly, NSTAR’s $275 million investment in the NPT Line represents a major 

investment for NSTAR and is part of an ambitious transmission capital investment 

program through which NSTAR projects to almost double its transmission rate base to 

approximately $1.6 billion within five years.  Within this overall program, there will be 

internal competition for capital funding.     

                                              
104 Id. at 25-26.   
105 See Exh. No. NPT-300 at 10-11 (Auseré/Lubbock); see also Exh. No. NPT-302 (cost forecast 
and spending timeline). 
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Messrs. Auseré and Lubbock discuss the fact that the large capital expenditures 

required for the NPT Line will result in significant negative cash flows during the 

construction period.  This is due to the fact that the TSA does not provide for inclusion of 

CWIP in rate base during the construction period, which distinguishes this participant-

funded project from most of the other transmission projects that have received incentive 

rate treatment under Order No. 679.106   

Messrs. Auseré and Lubbock also explain that with respect to the NPT Line, 

Northern Pass bears a higher level of financial risk relative to a regulated transmission 

project developed and built under the ISO-NE regional planning process.107  For example, 

the TSA is a “single-payer” contract, which means that the success of the contract 

depends upon the credit and cooperation of one customer, and that this dependence on 

one customer is unlike a typical utility transmission project under the New England 

regional planning process where NU and NSTAR would recover their costs from a large 

class of customers (i.e., all New England load).108  In this respect, if HQ Hydro 

Renewable and its guarantor were to fail financially, Northern Pass would not have a 

single committed customer for the NPT Line.109     

                                              
106 Id. at 13-14. 
107 Id. at 14-16.    
108 Id. at 14-15. 
109 Id. at 15. 
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Further, Messrs. Auseré and Lubbock note that under the TSA, HQ Hydro 

Renewable has multiple rights to terminate the TSA, including the right to terminate at 

any time for convenience, and that the risk of customer termination is higher than would 

exist for a regulated transmission project constructed under the ISO-NE regional 

transmission plan.110   They explain that while Northern Pass would be entitled to 

reimbursement of costs previously incurred upon early termination by HQ Hydro 

Renewable, HQ Hydro Renewable would not be required to pay the net present value of 

the equity return Northern Pass would have received during the remaining balance of the 

term (i.e., lost opportunity costs) unless HQ Hydro Renewable terminates the TSA during 

the commercial operation phase for convenience.111  Thus, Northern Pass and its owners 

bear the risk that they will be able to employ their equity capital in alternative projects 

that offer a comparable return on investment in a timely manner.  

They also explain that if there is a delay caused by Northern Pass in the 

commercial operation date of the NPT Line, but the Québec Line is ready for start-up and 

service, Northern Pass will cease to accrue AFUDC and carrying charges.112  And if the 

delay continues for another two years, Northern Pass would be required to reimburse HQ 

                                              
110 Id. at 18.   
111 Id. at 18-19. 
112 See id. at 16-17.   
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Hydro Renewable’s affiliate for any resulting amounts the affiliate owes to Hydro-

Québec TransÉnergie.113 

Finally, because HQ Hydro Renewable is a start-up, special purpose entity, Hydro-

Québec will provide a parent guaranty with respect to HQ Hydro Renewable’s payment 

obligations under the TSA.  Messrs. Auseré and Lubbock explain that this guaranty is 

subject to a cap, and the cap does not include all potential termination payment 

obligations.114  They further explain that the parent guaranty presents other risks that do 

not exist for typical regulated transmission projects.115  As a result, Northern Pass is not 

fully protected against all of its potential losses.116   

c. Advanced Technology Challenges 

The NPT Line also presents risks associated with the use of advanced 

technologies.  As Mr. Muntz explains in his testimony, the implementation of certain new 

transmission technologies that will be used in the NPT Line requires specialized 

knowledge, and the planning, engineering, design, operation and maintenance of 300 kV 

                                              
113 Id. at 17. 
114 See id. at 21. 
115 Id.  
116 Id. at 18-21.   
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TRANSMISSION SERVICE AGREEMENT

This TRANSMISSION SERVICE AGREEMENT (this "Agreement"), dated as of
October 4, 2010 (the "Execution Date"), is made and entered into by and between Northern Pass
Transmission LLC, a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the
State of New Hampshire ("Owner"), and H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc., a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware ("Purchaser"). Owner and
Purchaser are hereinafter sometimes also referred to individually as a "Party" or collectively as
the "Parties."

W I T N E S S E T H:

WHEREAS, Purchaser is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Hydro-Québec
(as defined below);

WHEREAS, Purchaser anticipates that surplus power, which consists
predominantly of low-carbon and renewable hydroelectricity, will be available from the Hydro-
Québec System (as defined below) for export into the U.S.;

WHEREAS, on May 22, 2009, FERC (as defined below) issued a declaratory
order, as thereafter confirmed by FERC on December 29, 2009, approving the structure of a cost-
based, participant-funded transmission project to deliver power from the Province of Québec into
New England (as defined below), including a long-term bilateral transmission service agreement
with a cost-based rate ceiling, subject to FERC approval of such agreement under Section 205 of
the Federal Power Act (as defined below);

WHEREAS, in order to permit the delivery of power from the Hydro-Québec
System for sale into the U.S., Hydro-Québec TransÉnergie ("TransÉnergie"), a division of
Hydro-Québec, intends to develop, construct, own and maintain a 1,200 MW +/-300 kV high-
voltage direct current ("HVDC") transmission line from the converter station at the Des Cantons
substation in the Province of Québec to the U.S. Border (as defined below) (as further delineated
in the diagram in Attachment A, the "Québec Line");

WHEREAS, Hydro-Québec Production ("HQP"), another division of Hydro-
Québec, intends to acquire from TransÉnergie firm transmission service over the Québec Line to
permit the delivery of at least 1,200 MW of power into the U.S.;

WHEREAS, Purchaser intends to acquire from HQP, or another Affiliate (as
defined below) of Purchaser, electrical capacity and the associated electrical energy at the U.S.
Border for resale into the U.S.;

WHEREAS, Owner is a single purpose, indirect subsidiary of Northeast Utilities
(as defined below) and NSTAR (as defined below), created to develop, construct, own and
maintain a 1,200 MW +/-300 kV HVDC transmission line extending from the U.S. Border to a
direct current ("DC") to alternating current ("AC") converter station to be located near the
Webster substation in the City of Franklin in the State of New Hampshire (the transmission line
and converter station, as more fully described in Attachment A, the "HVDC Line");
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WHEREAS, in order to interconnect the HVDC Line with the bulk power
systems in New England, Owner intends to develop, construct, own and maintain a radial 345 kV
AC transmission line extending from the southern terminus of the HVDC Line to the Deerfield
substation in the State of New Hampshire (together with the Franklin substation at its northern
terminus and the associated equipment at its southern terminus, as more fully described in
Attachment A, the "AC Line," and together with the HVDC Line, the "Northern Pass
Transmission Line");

WHEREAS, ISO-NE (as defined below) may require, and Purchaser may desire,
certain AC Upgrades (as defined below) to be developed, constructed, owned and maintained by
certain transmission owners other than Owner (which may include Affiliates of Northeast
Utilities or NSTAR) within their existing service territories in New England in order to
interconnect the Northern Pass Transmission Line with the New England Transmission System
(as defined below) in a safe and reliable manner, and Purchaser may desire the construction of
certain Additional AC Upgrades (as defined below);

WHEREAS, Owner desires to sell to Purchaser Firm Transmission Service (as
defined below) and Additional Transmission Service (as defined below), and Purchaser desires
to acquire from Owner Firm Transmission Service and Additional Transmission Service, at the
rates and on the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the respective
representations, warranties, covenants, agreements and conditions set forth herein, and for other
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged,
and intending to be legally bound hereby, the Parties hereby agree as follows:

ARTICLE 1

DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF INTERPRETATION

Section 1.1. Definitions. As used herein, the following terms shall have the
following respective meanings:

"AC" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"AC Line" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"AC Line Agreement" has the meaning provided in Section 8.6(c).

"AC Line Owner" has the meaning provided in Section 8.6(f).

"AC Upgrade Approvals" means, collectively, any Governmental Approvals or
Third Party Consents, in each case, that are required to commence construction of the AC
Upgrades.

"AC Upgrade Costs" has the meaning provided in Section 8.5(c).
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"AC Upgrade Owners" means, collectively, any Person responsible for
constructing one or more AC Upgrades pursuant to a Facilities Agreement.

"AC Upgrades" means, collectively, (a) any additions, upgrades, reinforcements
or other modifications to the New England Transmission System that ISO-NE determines
pursuant to Section I.3.9 of the ISO-NE Tariff to be required, at a minimum, to interconnect the
Northern Pass Transmission Line at the Delivery Point with the New England Transmission
System and (b) any such other additions, upgrades, reinforcements or modifications that are (i)
identified as part of the transmission project interconnection review by ISO-NE of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line in connection with the Section I.3.9 process that Purchaser desires to be
constructed and (ii) described in a written notice given by Purchaser to Owner within sixty (60)
days after the issuance by ISO-NE of the final Section I.3.9 report. The facilities designated as
AC Upgrades may be subject to change in accordance with Section 8.6(g)(iii).

"Additional AC Upgrades" means, collectively, any additions, upgrades,
reinforcements or other modifications to the New England Transmission System identified in the
Forward Capacity Market qualification process for the sale of 1,200 MW of electrical capacity
over the Northern Pass Transmission Line that Purchaser desires to be constructed; provided that
Purchaser has notified Owner in writing of such intent within ten (10) Business Days after the
date on which a capacity sale for 1,200 MW over the Northern Pass Transmission Line is first
cleared in the Forward Capacity Market.

"Additional Financing" means any revolving credit loan or any other financing or
indebtedness of any nature for which Owner is liable (other than the Term Financing) (a) that is
incurred by Owner to finance or refinance any direct or indirect costs and expenses in connection
with the Northern Pass Transmission Line (i) before the Distribution Date (A) under a short-term
borrowing arrangement between Owner and one or more of its Affiliates pursuant to the terms of
the Northeast Utilities System Money Pool, as filed with FERC, as such terms may be amended
from time to time, or (B) at an interest rate not to exceed the lesser of (1) Northeast Utilities'
actual cost of borrowing and (2) LIBOR plus two hundred twenty-five (225) basis points, or (ii)
after the Commercial Operation Date and (b) the costs for which are recoverable under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8. Additional Financing, together with contributions to
the equity capital of Owner, shall fund such costs and expenses in a manner consistent with
Owner's obligations under Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a).

"Additional Lender" means any Person that commits to provide Additional
Financing.

"Additional Transmission Service" has the meaning provided in Section 7.1.2.

"Affiliate" means, with respect to a specified Person, any other Person that
directly or indirectly Controls, is Controlled by or is under common Control with the specified
Person; provided, however, that, with respect to Purchaser, a Person shall not be an "Affiliate" of
Purchaser unless such Person is Hydro-Québec (including, for the avoidance of doubt, a division
of Hydro-Québec) or Controlled by Hydro-Québec.
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"AFUDC" means Owner's allowance for funds used during construction of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line, as calculated in accordance with FERC's Uniform System of
Accounts.

"Agreement" has the meaning provided in the preamble to this Agreement.

"Alternate Manager" has the meaning provided in Section 13.2(a).

"Ancillary Services" means Ancillary Services, as defined in the ISO-NE Tariff.

"Annual Plan and Operating Budget" means an annual statement that sets forth in
reasonable detail the projected Revenue Requirement for the applicable period, including interest
expenses, Taxes and all other costs or expenses that are (a) projected to be incurred during the
applicable period in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and (b) recoverable
under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8. Without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, the Annual Plan and Operating Budget shall include the Maintenance Plan and the
Capital Plan.

"Applicable Law" means any duly promulgated federal, national, state, provincial
or local law, regulation, rule, ordinance, code, decree, judgment, directive or judicial or
administrative order, permit or other duly authorized and valid action of any Governmental
Authority, including any binding interpretation of any of the foregoing by any Governmental
Authority, which is applicable to a Person, its property or a transaction.

"Authorized Representatives" has the meaning provided in Section 13.2(a).

"Average Availability" has the meaning provided in Section 16.4(c).

"Base ROE" means the ROE of the New England transmission owners accepted
or approved by FERC for Regional Transmission Service, excluding any incentive or other
adders approved by FERC.

"Bankruptcy Code" means the United States Bankruptcy Code, 11 U.S.C. § 101 et
seq.

"Budgeted Amount" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(d)(iii).

"Business Day" means any day except Saturday, Sunday or any other day on
which the Federal Reserve member banks are required or authorized to close for business.

"Canadian Approvals" means, collectively, those Governmental Approvals and
Third Party Consents, in each case, that are required to commence construction of the Québec
Line in a manner consistent with Attachment A, other than the Operational Approvals, all as set
forth in Attachment D.

"Canadian Regulatory Event" means a determination by Purchaser, including a
reasonable basis for such determination, that (a) one or more Canadian Approvals (i) is
reasonably unlikely to be obtained by the Third Anniversary despite the use of commercially
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reasonable efforts by Purchaser and its Affiliates or (ii) contains or is reasonably likely to contain
modifications or conditions that are reasonably unacceptable to Purchaser or its Affiliates or (b)
the continuation by Purchaser or one or more of its Affiliates of the regulatory or other processes
required to obtain one or more Canadian Approvals would be reasonably likely to have a
material adverse effect on the business, operations or financial condition of Purchaser or one or
more of its Affiliates.

"Capital Plan" means an annual plan for the capital expenditures to maintain the
Northern Pass Transmission Line in accordance with Good Utility Practice in order to provide
Firm Transmission Service, which plan shall include a description of the scope and nature of the
Planned CapEx, the planned outages and overhauls of the Northern Pass Transmission Line
associated therewith, and a budget itemized on a monthly basis for the same, which budget shall
include all Planned CapEx Costs projected to be incurred with respect to the foregoing activities.

"Capital Structure" means the ratio of (a) the total amount of Owner's debt
divided by Owner's total capitalization to (b) the total amount of Owner's equity capital divided
by Owner's total capitalization, as such amounts are determined from time to time in accordance
with FERC's Uniform System of Accounts.

"Capped Guaranteed Obligations" has the meaning provided in Section
17.1.1(a)(i).

"Carrying Charges" has the meaning provided in Section 8.1.2(e)(iii).

"COD Notice" has the meaning provided in Section 4.1(c).

"Commercial Operation" means the availability of the Northern Pass
Transmission Line for the provision of Firm Transmission Service in accordance with this
Agreement.

"Commercial Operation Date" has the meaning provided in Section 4.1(c).

"Commissioning" means (a) with respect to Northern Pass Transmission Line, the
start-up and testing activities required to demonstrate that the Northern Pass Transmission Line
is ready for Commercial Operation and (b) with respect to the Québec Line, the start-up and
testing activities required to demonstrate that the Québec Line is ready for commercial operation,
consistent with Section 4.2(f).

"Confidential Information" means (a) any documents, analyses, compilations,
studies, or other materials prepared by or information received from a Party or its representatives
that contain or reflect written or oral data or information that is privileged, confidential, or
proprietary and that is marked or otherwise clearly identified as "confidential" or "proprietary" or
with words of like meaning, or (b) any subsequently prepared documents, analyses, compilations,
studies, or other materials or information that are derived from any of the documents, analyses,
compilations, studies, or other materials or information described in the foregoing clause (a).
Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, all information provided to Purchaser or Owner
or their respective Managers under Section 2.3(a)(iii), Section 5.1.2(e)(iii), Section 5.2.1(a),
Section 5.2.2(a), Section 5.2.3(a), Section 5.2.4(b), Section 6.3(a), Section 6.3(b)(iv), Section
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6.4(a), Section 6.6(a), Section 9.3.2(a), Section 14.2(b), Section 17.1.1(f) and Section 18.1(a)
shall be deemed to be Confidential Information, whether or not such information is marked as
"confidential" or "proprietary."

"Consent" means, with respect to a Person, any approval, consent, permit, license,
decree, certificate or other authorization of or from such Person.

"Construction Authorizations" means, collectively, those Governmental
Approvals and Third Party Consents, in each case, that are required to commence construction of
the Northern Pass Transmission Line, other than the Operational Approvals.

"Construction Budget and Schedule" has the meaning provided in Section 5.2.2(a).

"Construction Contract" means any contract entered into by Owner that provides
for the engineering, procurement or construction of the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

"Construction Costs" means, collectively, all direct and indirect costs that are (a)
incurred by Owner in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line before the
Commercial Operation Date and recorded in FERC Account No. 107 – Construction Work in
Progress (including costs incurred before the Effective Date that are included in such account,
but excluding costs associated with the drafting and negotiation of this Agreement) and (b)
recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

"Construction Loan Agreement" means an agreement by and between Owner, as
borrower thereunder, and Hydro-Québec Lender, pursuant to which Hydro-Québec Lender shall
finance a portion of the Project Costs with loans to Owner on a senior secured basis. Loans
under the Construction Loan Agreement, together with contributions to the equity capital of
Owner, shall fund all Project Costs in a manner consistent with Owner's obligations under
Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a).

"Construction Phase" means the period commencing forty-six (46) days after the
issuance of the FERC Order and ending on the day immediately preceding the Commercial
Operation Date or upon the earlier termination of this Agreement pursuant to its terms
(regardless of whether or not any such day is a Business Day).

"Construction Progress Report" has the meaning provided in Section 5.2.4(b).

"Contract Capacity" means (a) 1,200 MW or (b) such lesser amount as may be
established by the Commissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line, in each case, as
measured at the Delivery Point.

"Contract Year" means each calendar year during the Term, except that (a) the
first Contract Year shall commence on the Commercial Operation Date and terminate on the
following December 31st and (b) the final Contract Year shall terminate at the end of the Term.

"Control" (including its correlative meanings "Controlled by" and "under
common Control with") means, with respect to a Person, the possession, directly or indirectly, of
the power to direct or cause the direction of the management or policies of the specified Person,
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whether through ownership of voting securities or partnership or other ownership interests, by
contract or Applicable Law or otherwise. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, each
of Northeast Utilities and NSTAR shall be deemed to "Control" Owner for purposes of this
Agreement.

"Contractor" means Hydro-Québec Contractor or any other Person that agrees to
provide engineering, procurement or construction services with respect to the Northern Pass
Transmission Line pursuant to a Construction Contract.

"Cost-of-Service Estimate" means a non-binding statement that sets forth in
reasonable detail a good faith estimate of the Revenue Requirement for the first full year during
the Operation Phase calculated in accordance with the Formula Rate and applicable FERC rules
and regulations.

"Critical Energy Infrastructure Information" means any information defined as
Critical Energy Infrastructure Information by FERC pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 388.113, and shall
include all Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) standards (CIP-002 through CIP-009)
established by NERC.

"DC" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"Decommissioning" means the performance of the work required to (a) retire the
Northern Pass Transmission Line and dismantle the materials, equipment and structures
comprising the Northern Pass Transmission Line and (b) restore and rehabilitate any land
affected by the construction or dismantlement of the Northern Pass Transmission Line, in each
case, as required by Applicable Law.

"Decommissioning Costs" means, collectively, any costs and expenses that are
incurred by Owner to Decommission the Northern Pass Transmission Line in accordance with
this Agreement.

"Decommissioning Estimate" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.3(c).

"Decommissioning Fund" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.3(b).

"Decommissioning Liquidated Damages" has the meaning provided in the
Purchaser Guaranty.

"Decommissioning Payment Date" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.3(c).

"Decommissioning Payment Formula " means the following formula:

c
[(1 + c)60 – 1]

Where:

c is the reasonably expected monthly rate of return on amounts deposited
into the Decommissioning Fund (expressed as a percentage).
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"Decommissioning Payment Period" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.3(a).

"Decommissioning Plan" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.2(a).

"Delivery Point" means the southern terminus of the Northern Pass Transmission
Line at the Deerfield substation in the State of New Hampshire, as illustrated in Attachment A.
This definition may be subject to change in accordance with Section 8.6(g)(i).

"Design Capability" means the maximum amount of electric power that the
materials, equipment and structures comprising the HVDC Transmission Project will be
designed to transfer bidirectionally in a safe and reliable manner, which amount shall be
sufficient to permit the north-to-south delivery of not less than 1,200 MW of electrical energy at
the Delivery Point.

"Design Materials" means, collectively, any engineering or technical study,
project design, report, analysis, compilation, regulatory filing or other similar data or document
prepared by Owner, any Affiliate of Owner or any third-party contractor in connection with the
Northern Pass Transmission Line, other than any privileged communications or proprietary
intellectual property rights.

"Determined Cap" means the amount determined in accordance with Section
17.1.1 from time to time.

"Development Phase" means the period commencing on January 1, 2009 and
ending on the day immediately preceding the commencement of the Construction Phase or upon
the earlier termination of this Agreement pursuant to its terms (regardless of whether or not any
such day is a Business Day).

"Dispute" means any dispute, controversy or claim of any kind whatsoever arising
out of or relating to this Agreement, including the interpretation of the terms hereof or any
Applicable Law that affects this Agreement, or the transactions contemplated hereunder, or the
breach, termination or validity thereof.

"Dispute Notice" has the meaning provided in Section 18.1(a).

"Distribution Date" means the date on which funds are initially distributed by
Hydro-Québec Lender under the Construction Loan Agreement.

"Effective Date" has the meaning provided in Section 3.1.

"EPC Costs" means, collectively, any costs and expenses for which Owner is
liable pursuant to any Construction Contract, other than costs and expenses for which Purchaser
shall have agreed in writing to reimburse to Owner in the event this Agreement is terminated
under Section 3.3.3. For the avoidance of doubt, "EPC Costs" shall include any penalties,
damages, fees or other amounts that Owner is required to pay as a result of the termination of
any Construction Contract, other than penalties, damages, fees or other amounts for which
Purchaser shall have agreed in writing to reimburse to Owner in the event this Agreement is
terminated under Section 3.3.3.
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"Estimated Wind-Down Costs" means the aggregate amounts described in clause
(c) of the definition of "Owner's Costs" that reasonably would be expected to be incurred by
Owner upon an early termination of this Agreement, subject to the exclusions to such definition.

"Excluded Claims" means any (a) claims of any Affiliate of Purchaser arising
under the TransÉnergie OATT, (b) claims of any Persons residing in, or arising from events in,
the Province of Québec (other than claims of any Persons residing in the Province of Québec that
arise out of physical injuries suffered in the U.S.) and (c) claims arising out of a contract between
Purchaser and any third party.

"Excused Outages" has the meaning provided in Section 7.3(a).

"Execution Date" has the meaning provided in the preamble to this Agreement.

"Existing Guaranty" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(e).

"Expert Arbitration" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(b).

"Expert Arbitrator" means a natural person who (a) is neutral and impartial, (b)
has knowledge and expertise in the electric power industry, (c) has not had any commercial
relationship with any Party or an Affiliate of a Party (whether as an employee, contractor or
otherwise) for at least five (5) years before being appointed an arbitrator hereunder and (d) is
fluent in the English language. A natural person shall not qualify as an "Expert Arbitrator" if his
or her spouse, children, parents or siblings (x) has a financial interest in the outcome of any
Dispute or (y) does not satisfy the criteria described in the foregoing clause (c).

"Expert Arbitrator Candidates" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(a).

"Export Authorizations" means one or more Export Authorizations issued by the
U.S. Department of Energy as required for the exportation of electric power into Canada.

"Extended Outage" has the meaning provided in Section 16.4(a).

"Extraordinary CapEx" means, collectively, any capital improvements and
projected upgrades, replacements and repairs to the Northern Pass Transmission Line that are (a)
required to maintain the Northern Pass Transmission Line in accordance with Good Utility
Practice in order to provide Firm Transmission Service and (b) not set forth in the Capital Plan
for the applicable period.

"Extraordinary CapEx Costs" means, collectively, all direct and indirect costs and
expenses that are (a) incurred by Owner in connection with Extraordinary CapEx and (b)
recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

"Extraordinary CapEx Plan" has the meaning provided in Section 6.6(a).

"Facilities Agreement" has the meaning provided in Section 8.5(a).
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"Federal Power Act" means the United States Federal Power Act of 1935, as
amended, 16 U.S.C. § 791a et seq.

"FERC" means the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, or any successor
regulatory agency that administers the Federal Power Act.

"FERC Amendment" has the meaning provided in Section 2.2(b)(i).

"FERC Authorization" means, collectively, any FERC order authorizing Owner to
provide Firm Transmission Service and Additional Transmission Service, including the FERC
Order and any authorization from FERC with respect to the Transmission Operating Agreement,
Interconnection Agreements or Facilities Agreements.

"FERC Order" has the meaning provided in Section 2.2(a)(i).

"FERC's Uniform System of Accounts" means 18 C.F.R. Part 101 (2009).

"Financial Transmission Rights" means Financial Transmission Rights, as defined
in the ISO-NE Tariff.

"Financing Parties" means, collectively, Hydro-Québec Lender, the Term Loan
Lender and any Additional Lender.

"Firm Transmission Service" has the meaning provided in Section 7.1.1.

"Force Majeure" has the meaning provided in Section 16.1(a).

"Formula Rate" means the formula set forth in Attachment B, which formula shall
be used to calculate the Transmission Service Payments in accordance with the provisions hereof.

"Good Utility Practice" means those design, construction, operation, maintenance,
repair, removal and disposal practices, methods, and acts that are engaged in by a significant
portion of the electric transmission industry in the United States during the relevant time period,
or any other practices, methods or acts that, in the exercise of reasonable judgment in light of the
facts known at the time a decision is made, could have been expected to accomplish a desired
result at a reasonable cost consistent with good business practices, reliability, safety and
expedition. Good Utility Practice is not intended to be the optimum practice, method, or act to
the exclusion of others, but rather to be a spectrum of acceptable practices, methods, or acts
generally accepted in such electric transmission industry for the design, construction, operation,
maintenance, repair, removal and disposal of electric transmission facilities in the United States.
Good Utility Practice shall not be determined after the fact in light of the results achieved by the
practices, methods, or acts undertaken but rather shall be determined based upon the consistency
of (a) the practices, methods, or acts when undertaken with (b) the standard set forth in the first
two (2) sentences of this definition at such time.

"Governmental Approval" means (a) any authorization, consent, approval, license,
lease, ruling, permit, tariff, rate, certification, waiver, exemption, filing, variance, claim, order,
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judgment, or decree of, by or with, (b) any required notice to, (c) any declaration of or with, or (d)
any registration by or with, any Governmental Authority, including any FERC Authorization.

"Governmental Authority" means any government or agency or other political
subdivision thereof, including any province, state or municipality, or any other governmental,
quasi-governmental, judicial, executive, legislative, administrative, regulatory, public or
statutory instrumentality, authority, body, agency, commission, department, board, bureau or
entity exercising judicial, executive, legislative, administrative or regulatory functions, any court
or arbitrator with authority to bind a party at law, and shall include, to the extent exercising
powers delegated by any Governmental Authority acting under Applicable Law, NERC and ISO-
NE.

"Hourly Availability" means, with respect to any hour, the availability of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line, which shall equal the (a) the Total Transfer Capability for
such hour, divided by (b) the Contract Capacity, expressed as a percentage; provided, however,
that, for any hour, the availability of the Northern Pass Transmission Line shall not exceed one
hundred percent (100%).

"HQP" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"HVDC" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"HVDC Line" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"HVDC Transmission Project" means, collectively, (a) the Québec Line and (b)
the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

"Hydro-Québec" means Hydro-Québec, a body politic and corporate, duly
incorporated and regulated by the Hydro-Québec Act (R.S.Q., Chapter H-5). As of the
Execution Date, Hydro-Québec has four divisions: HQP, TransÉnergie, Hydro-Québec
Distribution and Hydro-Québec Équipment.

"Hydro-Québec Contractor" means one or more Affiliates of Purchaser that agree
to provide engineering, procurement or construction services with respect to the Northern Pass
Transmission Line pursuant to a Construction Contract.

"Hydro-Québec Lender" means Hydro-Québec acting in its capacity as lender
under the Construction Loan Agreement.

"Hydro-Québec System" means, collectively, (a) certain generating stations,
located in the Province of Québec and owned and operated by Hydro-Québec or its subsidiaries,
that produce electric power, which consists predominantly of low-carbon and renewable
hydroelectricity, (b) hydroelectric power produced by certain independent power producers,
which power Hydro-Québec or its subsidiaries has contractual rights to purchase and resell, and
(c) other power purchased by Hydro-Québec or its subsidiaries from third parties for resale.

"ICC" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(c).
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"Immunities Act" mean the United States Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of
1976, 28 U.S.C. § 1602 et seq.

"Impasse" has the meaning provided in Section 13.9.

"Income Tax" means any tax imposed on net income by any Governmental
Authority.

"Indemnification Notice" has the meaning provided in Section 21.3.

"Indemnified Party" has the meaning provided in Section 21.3.

"Indemnifying Party" has the meaning provided in Section 21.3.

"Initial Allowance" means the amount, expressed in megawatt-hours, equal to (a)
the Contract Capacity, multiplied by (b) 720.

"Insolvency Event" means, with respect to a Person, such Person (a) becomes
"insolvent," as defined in the Bankruptcy Code, or otherwise becomes bankrupt or insolvent
under any Insolvency Laws, (b) has a liquidator, administrator, receiver, custodian, trustee,
conservator or similar official appointed with respect to such Person or any material portion of
such Person's assets or such Person consents to such appointment, or a foreclosure action is
instituted with respect to any material portion of such Person's assets, (c) files a voluntary
petition or otherwise authorizes or commences a proceeding or cause of action under the
Bankruptcy Code or Insolvency Laws, (d) has an involuntary petition filed against it or
acquiesces in the commencement of a proceeding or cause of action as the subject debtor under
the Bankruptcy Code or Insolvency Laws, which petition is not dismissed within thirty (30) days
after the filing thereof or results in the issuance of an order for relief against such Person, (e)
makes or consents to an assignment of its assets in whole or in part, or any general arrangement
for the benefit of creditors, or a common law composition of creditors, or (f) generally is unable
to pay its debts as they fall due, or admits in writing to such inability.

"Insolvency Laws" means any bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization or similar
laws of the U.S., Canada, or other Governmental Authority, as applicable, other than the
Bankruptcy Code.

"Interconnection Agreements" means, collectively, (a) an agreement by and
among Owner, TransÉnergie and ISO-NE that sets forth such parties' respective rights and
obligations following the interconnection at the U.S. Border of the Northern Pass Transmission
Line with the Québec Line and (b) an agreement by and among Owner, PSNH and ISO-NE that
sets forth such parties' respective rights and obligations following the interconnection at the
Delivery Point of the Northern Pass Transmission Line with certain transmission facilities owned
by PSNH. The Interconnection Agreements shall address cost responsibilities and shall include
provisions, both technical and otherwise, for safe and reliable interconnected operations of the
HVDC Transmission Project following Commercial Operation (including use of the HVDC
Transmission Project for the delivery of electric power in emergency circumstances).

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

13
1014917.31-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

"Invoice" means, with respect to a calendar month, an invoice that sets forth the
amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser with respect to such month in reasonable detail to
evidence the basis for individual billings and charges.

"ISO-NE" means ISO New England Inc., or its successor organization.

"ISO-NE Approval" means approval by ISO-NE to operate the Northern Pass
Transmission Line at 1,200 MW.

"ISO-NE Definitions Manual" means the ISO New England Manual for
Definitions and Abbreviations, Manual M-35, as in effect from time to time.

"ISO-NE Rules" means the ISO-NE Tariff and all ISO-NE manuals, rules,
procedures, agreements or other documents relating to the reliable operation of the electric
system in New England and the purchase and sale of electrical energy, electrical capacity and
ancillary services, as such govern market participants with respect thereto in the operating
jurisdiction of ISO-NE, as in effect from time to time, including the ISO-NE Definitions Manual;
provided that such documents are publicly accessible.

"ISO-NE Tariff" means the ISO New England Inc. Transmission, Markets and
Services Tariff, FERC Electric Tariff No. 3, as in effect from time to time, on file with FERC, or
its successor tariff.

"kV" means kilovolt.

"Letter Agreement" means that certain Letter Agreement for Recovery of
Northern Pass Transmission Line Project Development Costs, of even date herewith, a copy of
which is attached hereto as Attachment G and made a part hereof.

"Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment" has the meaning provided in
Section 9.3.1(b).

"LIBOR" means the British Bankers' Association Interest Settlement Rate per
annum for deposits in U.S. Dollars (for a term comparable to the interest period selected by
Owner in accordance with the Loan Documents for the applicable Additional Financing
described in clause (a)(i)(B) of the definition thereof), appearing on the display designated as
Page 3750 on the Dow Jones Markets Service (or such other page on that service or such other
service designated by the British Bankers' Association for the display of such Association's
Interest Settlement Rates for U.S. Dollar deposits) as of 11:00 a.m. (London, England time) or if
such Page 3750 is unavailable for any reason, the rate that appears on the Reuters Screen ISDA
Page as of such date and such time.

"Loan Agreements" means, collectively, (a) the Construction Loan Agreement, (b)
the Term Loan Agreement and (c) the loan and credit agreements entered into by Owner with
respect to any Additional Financing.
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"Loan Documents" means the Loan Agreements and the other instruments and
documents evidencing or securing the obligations of Owner to the Financing Parties under the
Loan Agreements.

"Loss Occurrence" means any material loss of, destruction of or damage to, or any
condemnation of, the Northern Pass Transmission Line due to an event of Force Majeure.

"Maintenance Plan" means an annual plan for the management, operation and
ordinary maintenance of the Northern Pass Transmission Line, which plan shall include a
description of the scope and nature of the planned operating and maintenance programs and
planned and preventive maintenance procedures for the Northern Pass Transmission Line, the
scheduled maintenance and other planned outages of the Northern Pass Transmission Line, and a
budget itemized on a monthly basis for the same, which budget shall include all projected O&M
Costs projected to be incurred with respect to the foregoing activities.

"Management Committee" has the meaning provided in Section 13.1.

"Manager" has the meaning provided in Section 13.2(a).

"Market Products" means, collectively, all products (however entitled and
whether existing now or in the future) that (a) are recognized under ISO-NE Rules, (b) derive
from the acquisition of transmission service over the Northern Pass Transmission Line under this
Agreement, and (c) can be sold for consideration or otherwise have economic value, including
electrical energy, electrical capacity and ancillary services, including reserve products (including
spinning and non-spinning reserves).

"Material Adverse Effect" means, with respect to a Party, a material adverse
effect on the ability of such Party to perform any of its obligations under this Agreement.

"Membership Pledges" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.1.

"Minimum Average Availability" means seventy-five percent (75%) of the
Contract Capacity.

"Multiyear Outlook" has the meaning provided in Section 6.3(a).

"MW" means megawatt.

"MWh" means megawatt-hour.

"Necessary Administrative Functions" has the meaning provided in Section
10.3(c)(i).

"NEPOOL" means the New England Power Pool and the entities that collectively
participate in the New England Power Pool.

"NERC" means the North American Electric Reliability Corporation, or its
successor organization.
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"Net Decommissioning Costs" means Decommissioning Costs, less any Salvage
Proceeds; provided, however, that if the Salvage Proceeds exceed the Decommissioning Costs,
then the Net Decommissioning Costs shall equal Zero Dollars ($0).

"Net Present Value of Owner's Equity Return" means the amount obtained by
discounting the ROE portion of all remaining Transmission Service Payments that would have
been recoverable under this Agreement absent the termination thereof using the ROE (as
established pursuant to Section 8.4(b)) in effect as of the applicable termination date, which
amount shall be calculated in accordance with customary financial practice and at a discount
factor equal to the Base ROE in effect as of the applicable termination date.

"New England" means, collectively, the State of Maine, State of New Hampshire,
State of Vermont, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State of Rhode Island and State of
Connecticut.

"New England Transmission System" means New England Transmission System,
as defined in the ISO-NE Tariff.

"Non-Excused Outage" has the meaning provided in Section 7.4.1.

"Northeast Utilities" means Northeast Utilities, a public utility holding company
organized and existing as a voluntary trust under the laws of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

"Northern Pass Transmission Line" has the meaning provided in the recitals to
this Agreement. This definition may be subject to change in accordance with Section 8.6(g)(ii).

"NPCC" means the Northeast Power Coordinating Council, Inc., or its successor
organization.

"NPCC Approval" means approval by NPCC to operate the Northern Pass
Transmission Line at 1,200 MW.

"NSTAR" means NSTAR, a public utility holding company organized and
existing as a voluntary association under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

"O&M Costs" means, collectively, all direct and indirect costs and expenses that
are (a) incurred by Owner during the Operation Phase in connection with the operation and
maintenance of the Northern Pass Transmission Line (excluding Decommissioning Costs) and (b)
recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

"OASIS Administrator" has the meaning provided in Section 10.3(c).

"OASIS Provider" has the meaning provided in Section 10.3(a).

"OATT Payments" has the meaning provided in Section 4.3.1(b)(i).
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"Operation Phase" means the period commencing on the Commercial Operation
Date and ending upon the expiration of the Term or earlier termination of this Agreement
pursuant to its terms (regardless of whether or not any such day is a Business Day).

"Operational Approvals" means, collectively, (a) the ISO-NE Approval and (b)
the NPCC Approval.

"Other Regulatory Event" means a determination by Purchaser, including a
reasonable basis for such determination, that one or more Operational Approvals (a) is
reasonably unlikely to be obtained by the Third Anniversary or (b) contains or is reasonably
likely to contain modifications or conditions that are reasonably unacceptable to Purchaser or its
Affiliates.

"Other Transmission Rights" means collectively, any Financial Transmission
Rights (or any similar concept), auction revenue rights or other financial or physical transmission
rights, in each case, whether existing now or in the future, associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line or AC Upgrades.

"Outstanding Claim" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(e).

"Owner" has the meaning provided in the preamble to this Agreement.

"Owner Approvals" means, collectively, (a) the Construction Authorizations and
(b) those other Governmental Approvals and Third Party Consents, in each case, that are
required to develop, construct, own and operate the Northern Pass Transmission Line, other than
the Operational Approvals, all as set forth in Attachment C.

"Owner Default" has the meaning provided in Section 15.2.

"Owner Delay" has the meaning provided in Section 4.3.1(a).

"Owner Guaranty" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.2(a), as in effect
from time to time.

"Owner Indemnified Party" has the meaning provided in Section 21.1.

"Owner Retained Property" means, collectively, (a) all fee simple and other
interests in real property (including rights-of-way, other easements and leasehold interests in real
property), (b) proprietary intellectual property and (c) other intangible property (including
development rights), in each case, associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

"Owner's Costs" means an amount equal to the sum of the following, without
duplication, (a) all costs and expenses incurred by Owner before the applicable termination date
(whether payable before, on or after such date) that would have been recoverable under this
Agreement (including under Section 8.1.4, without altering the otherwise applicable burden of
proof set forth in Section 8.1.4(b) for prudency challenges) absent the termination thereof, other
than Decommissioning Costs and costs and expenses incurred with respect to any Owner
Retained Property, plus (b) the debt component of AFUDC, as accrued on the applicable portion

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

17
1014917.31-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

of the costs described in the foregoing clause (a) in accordance with Section 8.1.2 and included
in the calculation of Rate Base, plus (c) all wind-down costs, penalties, damages, fees and other
amounts that Owner is required to pay to third parties as a result of the termination of this
Agreement, any Facilities Agreement or any other contract or lease (excluding contracts or leases
with respect to Owner Retained Property) entered into in connection with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line or the AC Upgrades, including, for the avoidance of doubt, any penalties,
damages, fees or other amounts for which Owner is liable under the Loan Agreements as a result
of the prepayment of the loans made to Owner thereunder, but excluding any Decommissioning
Costs. In no event shall any penalties, damages, fees or other amounts that Owner is required to
pay to its Affiliates qualify as "Owner's Costs" unless Owner is liable for such penalties,
damages, fees or amounts pursuant to a transaction or other arrangement that is on terms and
conditions at least as favorable to Owner, when taken as a whole, as would have been obtained
(at the time entered into) in a comparable arm's-length transaction or arrangement with a Person
other than an Affiliate of Owner; provided, however, that, if such transaction or arrangement has
been accepted or approved by FERC or any other Governmental Authority that specifically
reviews the Affiliate relationship in such transaction or arrangement, then such transaction or
arrangement shall be deemed to be a comparable arm's-length transaction or arrangement. For
the avoidance of doubt, the amounts described in the foregoing two (2) sentences shall not
include any amounts previously charged to Purchaser and recovered by Owner under the
Formula Rate.

"Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC" means an amount equal to the sum of the
following, without duplication, (a) Owner's Costs, plus (b) the equity component of AFUDC, as
accrued on the applicable portion of Owner's Costs in accordance with Section 8.1.2 and
included in the calculation of Rate Base. For the avoidance of doubt, the amounts described in
the foregoing sentence shall not include any amounts previously charged to Purchaser and
recovered by Owner under the Formula Rate.

"Owner's Initial Deadline" has the meaning provided in Section 4.3.1(a).

"Owner's Final Deadline" has the meaning provided in Section 4.3.1(b).

"Panel" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(a).

"Parties" and "Party" have the meanings provided in the preamble to this
Agreement.

"Person" means any legal person, including any natural person, domestic or
foreign corporation, limited liability company, general or limited partnership, joint venture,
association, joint stock company, business trust, estate, trust, enterprise, unincorporated
organization, any Governmental Authority, or any other legal or commercial entity.

"Planned CapEx" means, collectively, the planned capital improvements and
projected upgrades, replacements and repairs to the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

"Planned CapEx Costs" means, collectively, all direct and indirect costs and
expenses that are (a) incurred by Owner in connection with Planned CapEx and (b) recoverable
under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.
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"Position Statement" means a statement of a Party's position on a particular matter
or issue and a summary of facts and arguments supporting that position.

"Pre-COD Expenses" mean all costs and expenses that are (a) incurred by Owner
in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the AC Upgrades before the
Commercial Operation Date and not included in FERC Account No. 107 – Construction Work in
Progress (including the AC Upgrade Costs associated with AC Upgrades that are placed-in-
service before the Commercial Operation Date and are included in the regulatory asset described
in Section 8.1.2(e), but excluding costs and expenses associated with the drafting and negotiation
of this Agreement) and (b) recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

"Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payment" has the meaning provided in
Section 9.3.3(a)(i).

"Preliminary Budget and Schedule" has the meaning provided in Section 5.2.1(a).

"Prior Claims" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(e).

"Project Assets" means, collectively, all materials, equipment and structures
owned by Owner, excluding the Owner Retained Property.

"Project Budget" means, collectively, (a) a budget consisting of line item
estimates of all Project Costs, including reasonable contingency amounts applied to individual
line item estimates or to the Project Costs as a whole, and (b) a budget of estimated AC Upgrade
Costs projected to be incurred before the Commercial Operation Date in such detail as can
reasonably be obtained by Owner from the AC Upgrade Owners, recognizing that one or more
Project Budgets will be completed and delivered before the date on which the AC Upgrades are
formally identified under this Agreement.

"Project Costs" means, collectively, (a) the Construction Costs, and (b) the Pre-
COD Expenses.

"Project Debt" means Owner's debt to finance the costs and expenses incurred by
Owner in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line under (a) the Construction Loan
Agreement, (b) the Term Loan Agreement and (c) the loan and credit agreements entered into by
Owner with respect to any Additional Financing, the aggregate amount of which debt shall be
consistent with Owner's obligations under Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a).

"Project Debt Obligations" means all obligations of every nature of Owner from
time to time owed to any Financing Party under the Loan Documents, whether for principal,
interest or payments for early termination of interest rate hedging agreements, fees, expenses,
indemnification or otherwise and all guarantees of any of the foregoing. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, unless otherwise agreed in writing by Purchaser, if the outstanding principal amount
of the Project Debt Obligations (together with the face amount of letters of credit and the amount
of unfunded commitments under the Loan Documents) is in excess of the principal amount of
Project Debt that Owner is permitted to incur consistent with its obligations under Section 5.6
and Section 8.3(a), then Project Debt Obligations shall include only (a) that portion of the
principal amount of Project Debt that Owner is so permitted to incur consistent with its
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obligations under Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a), plus (b) interest, fees and reimbursement
obligations in respect of such portion of such principal amount, plus (c) any other principal
consisting of capitalization or funding of such interest, fees or reimbursement obligations.

"Project Schedule" means a schedule setting forth the proposed engineering,
procurement, construction and testing milestone schedule for (a) the Northern Pass Transmission
Line based upon the Construction Contracts and (b) the AC Upgrades based upon such
information as can reasonably be obtained by Owner from the AC Upgrade Owners, recognizing
that one or more Project Schedules will be completed and delivered before the date on which the
AC Upgrades are formally identified under this Agreement.

"PSNH" means Public Service Company of New Hampshire, a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Hampshire.

"PTF" has the meaning provided in Section 8.6(b).

"Purchaser" has the meaning provided in the preamble to this Agreement.

"Purchaser Default" has the meaning provided in Section 15.1.

"Purchaser Guaranty" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(a), and includes
any Purchaser Guaranty reissued in accordance with Section 17.1.1(g) or Section 17.1.1(i).

"Purchaser Indemnified Party" has the meaning provided in Section 21.2.

"Purchaser Mortgage" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.1.

"Purchaser's Deadline" has the meaning provided in Section 4.3.2(b).

"Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance" has the meaning provided in Section
9.3.4.

"Purchaser's Lien" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.1.

"Purchaser's Security Documents" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.1.

"Québec Damages" has the meaning provided in Section 7.4.2.

"Québec Line" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"Rate Base" has the meaning provided in Section III.A. of Attachment B.

"Rate Base Calculation" has the meaning provided in Section 16.3(c)(i).

"Real Power Losses" means energy consumed by the electrical impedance
characteristics of the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

"Reconstruction Costs" means, with respect to a Loss Occurrence, collectively, all
costs and expenses that are (a) incurred by Owner to reconstruct or otherwise repair the Northern
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Pass Transmission Line following such Loss Occurrence, net of insurance proceeds and other
amounts received by Owner in connection therewith (excluding any proceeds of any liability
insurance policy or any insurance proceeds or other amounts payable to any Financing Party,
unless such amounts payable are permitted under the applicable Loan Documents to be applied
to such Loss Occurrence), and (b) recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with
Article 8.

"Reconstruction Plan" has the meaning provided in Section 16.3(c)(i).

"Recovery" has the meaning provided in Section 21.6.

"Redetermination Certificate" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(f).

"Redetermination Date" means (a) during the Construction Phase, (i) the first day
of the first calendar month following the delivery of the first Construction Budget and Schedule
delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2, and (ii) each anniversary of such
date thereafter until the date immediately preceding the Commercial Operation Date, and (b)
during the Operation Phase, (i) the Commercial Operation Date, (ii) the first day of the third
Contract Year after the Commercial Operation Date, and (iii) the first day of each third Contract
Year thereafter.

"Regional Rates" means the rates for Regional Transmission Service.

"Regional Transmission Service" means Regional Transmission Service, as
defined in and provided under the ISO-NE Tariff.

"Replacement Transmission Cost" means, with respect to each hour of a period of
time during a Non-Excused Outage, the amount equal to (a)(i) the positive difference, if any,
between (A) the price per MWh that Purchaser paid for replacement transmission service
acquired by Purchaser during such hour to New England from the international border between
the Province of Québec and the United States and (B) the price per MWh that Purchaser would
have paid under this Agreement based upon the full Transmission Service Payment due for such
period, multiplied by (ii) the amount of transmission capacity (expressed in MW) that Purchaser
acquired for such hour (capped at the amount of unavailable transmission capacity during such
hour resulting from a Non-Excused Outage), plus (b) any reasonable transaction costs incurred
by Purchaser in connection with the foregoing purchase.

"Revenue Requirement" means the annual transmission revenue requirement of
Owner, as determined in accordance with the Formula Rate.

"ROE" has the meaning provided in Section 8.4(a).

"Rules" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.2(a).

"Salvage Proceeds" has the meaning provided in Section 9.3.5(b)(ii).

"Satisfying Amount" has the meaning provided in Section 17.1.1(e).
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"Scheduling Rules" has the meaning provided in Section 7.1.4.

"Security Agreement" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.1.

"Settlement Amount" means an amount equal to the sum of the following, (a)
Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC, plus (b) an amount equal to the greater of (i)(A) the sum of all
Project Costs incurred before the applicable termination date (whether payable before or after
such termination date) that would have been recoverable under this Agreement absent the
termination thereof, multiplied by (B) one-tenth (0.10) and (ii) Twenty Million Dollars
($20,000,000).

"Stated Cap" means the amount set forth in Section 1(a)(i) of the Purchaser
Guaranty, as in effect from time to time.

"Subordination Agreement" has the meaning provided in Section 17.2.2.

"Subsequent Use" has the meaning provided in Section 9.2.

"Target Date" means the date that coincides with the guaranteed substantial
completion date as established under the principal Construction Contract, which date is
preliminarily expected to be in 2015.

"Taxes" means, collectively, all categories of taxes identified as recoverable under
the Formula Rate.

"Technical Dispute" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(b).

"Technical Dispute Notice" has the meaning provided in Section 18.3.1(b).

"Term" has the meaning provided in Section 3.2.

"Term Financing" means a financing evidenced by a Term Loan Agreement.

"Term Financing Parameters" means parameters established by the Management
Committee for the terms and conditions of a Term Financing in accordance with Section 5.1.2(e).

"Term Financing Procedures" has the meaning provided in Section 5.1.2(e)(i).

"Term Loan Agreement" means the loan and credit agreements entered into by
Owner with respect to any refinancing of the Construction Loan Agreement or any subsequent
refinancing of the loans made under such loan and credit agreements. Loans under the Term
Loan Agreement shall fund such refinancing in a manner consistent with Owner's obligations
under Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a).

"Term Loan Lender" means, collectively, any Person that commits to provide
loans to Owner under the Term Loan Agreement.

"Termination Payment" means an amount equal to the sum of the following,
without duplication, (a) Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC, plus (b) the Net Present Value of Owner's
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Equity Return as of the applicable termination date. For the avoidance of doubt, the amounts
described in the foregoing sentence shall not include any amounts previously charged to
Purchaser and recovered by Owner under the Formula Rate.

"Third Anniversary" means the third (3rd) anniversary of the Effective Date.

"Third Party Claim" has the meaning provided in Section 21.3.

"Third Party Consent" means any Consent of a Person other than a Governmental
Authority.

"Third Party Rehearing Request" means any request by a third party for rehearing
of the FERC Order.

"Total Transfer Capability" means the Total Transfer Capability of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line, as defined in, and established in accordance with, the ISO-NE Tariff
and determined by ISO-NE for each hour.

"TransÉnergie" has the meaning provided in the recitals to this Agreement.

"TransÉnergie OATT" means the Hydro-Québec Open Access Transmission
Tariff, as amended or accepted by the Régie de l'énergie from time to time.

"Transfer" has the meaning provided in Section 23.1(a).

"Transmission Operating Agreement" means an agreement entered into by and
between Owner and ISO-NE for transmission operating services over the Northern Pass
Transmission Line under which operating control (as defined in such agreement) of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line is transferred from Owner to ISO-NE.

"Transmission Operator" means ISO-NE acting in its capacity pursuant to the
Transmission Operating Agreement.

"Transmission Service Payment" has the meaning provided in Section 8.1.2(b).

"Unfavorable FERC Decision" has the meaning provided in Section 2.2(a)(ii).

"United States" or "U.S." means the United States of America.

"U.S. Border" means the location on or near the international border between the
State of New Hampshire and the Province of Québec where the HVDC Line and the Québec
Line interconnect.

"U.S. Regulatory Event" means a determination by Owner, including a reasonable
basis for such determination, that (a) one or more Construction Authorizations (i) is reasonably
unlikely to be obtained by the Third Anniversary despite the use of commercially reasonable
efforts by Owner and its Affiliates or (ii) contains or is reasonably likely to contain modifications
or conditions that are reasonably unacceptable to Owner or one or more of its Affiliates or (b) the
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continuation by Owner or one or more of its Affiliates of the regulatory or other processes
required to obtain one or more Construction Authorizations would be reasonably likely to have a
material adverse effect on the business, operations or financial condition of Owner or one or
more of its Affiliates.

Section 1.2. Interpretation. In this Agreement, unless the context otherwise
requires, the following rules shall apply to the usage of terms:

Section 1.2.1. Singular; Plural; Gender; Corollary Meaning. The singular
shall include the plural and vice versa, and any pronoun shall include the corresponding
masculine, feminine and neuter forms. If a term is defined as one part of speech (such as a noun),
then it shall have a corresponding meaning when used as another part of speech (such as a verb).

Section 1.2.2. Coordinating Conjunctions. The word "or" shall have the
inclusive meaning represented by the phrase "and/or."

Section 1.2.3. Self Reference. The words "hereof," "herein," "hereto" and
"hereunder" and words of similar import when used in this Agreement shall, unless otherwise
expressly specified, refer to this Agreement as a whole and not to any particular provision of this
Agreement.

Section 1.2.4. Inclusive References. The words "include," "includes" and
"including" when used in this Agreement shall be deemed to be followed by "without limitation"
or "but not limited to," whether or not they are in fact followed by such words or words of like
import.

Section 1.2.5. Incorporation by Reference. Any reference in this
Agreement to an "Article," "Section" or other subdivision or to an "Attachment" or other
schedule or attachment shall be references to an article, section or other subdivision of, or to a
schedule or attachment to, this Agreement, unless otherwise stated, and all such Articles,
Sections, and Attachments are incorporated into this Agreement by reference (all of which
comprise part of one and the same agreement with equal force and effect). In the event of any
conflict or other inconsistency between the main body of this Agreement and any attachment or
schedule to this Agreement, the provisions of the main body of this Agreement shall prevail.

Section 1.2.6. Subsequent Acts. Any references in this Agreement to any
statute shall be deemed to refer to such statute, as amended or replaced from time to time,
including by succession of comparable successor statute, and all rules and regulations
promulgated thereunder. In the event any index or publication referenced in this Agreement
ceases to be published or a concept defined by reference to any such index or publication ceases
to exist, each such reference shall be deemed to be a reference to a successor or alternate index,
publication or concept reasonably agreed to by the Parties. Unless specified otherwise, a
reference to a given agreement or instrument, and all schedules and attachments thereto, shall be
a reference to that agreement or instrument as modified, amended, supplemented and restated,
and as in effect from time to time.

Section 1.2.7. Inclusive of Permitted Successors. Unless otherwise
expressly stated, references to any Person also include its permitted successors and assigns.
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Section 1.2.8. Time Computation. In this Agreement, in the computation
of periods of time from a specified date to a later specified date, the word "from" means "from
and including" and the words "to" and "until" each means "to but excluding."

Section 1.2.9. Business Days. Whenever this Agreement refers to a
number of days, such number shall refer to calendar days unless Business Days are specified.
Whenever any action must be taken under this Agreement on or by a day that is not a Business
Day, such action may be validly taken on or by the next day that is a Business Day, and in the
case of payments (including refunds of payments), no interest shall accrue on the amount due;
provided that such payment is made in full on the next day that is a Business Day.

Section 1.2.10.Regulatory Approvals. Any Governmental Approval shall
be deemed to be received upon issuance, even if such Governmental Approval is subject to
appeal or rehearing.

Section 1.2.11.Currency. All references to prices, values or monetary
amounts referred to in this Agreement shall be paid in United States currency, unless expressly
provided otherwise.

ARTICLE 2

REGULATORY FILINGS AND REQUIRED APPROVALS

Section 2.1. FERC Filing.

(a) As soon as practicable after the Execution Date, but in no
event later than sixty (60) days thereafter, Owner shall file this Agreement with FERC pursuant
to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act and 18 C.F.R. Part 35. Such filing shall include
waiver requests for the Effective Date to occur sixty-one (61) days after the date of such filing,
which Effective Date may be more than one hundred twenty (120) days before the Commercial
Operation Date.

(b) Owner shall consult with Purchaser as to the appropriate
time of such filing. The Parties shall respond promptly to any requests for additional
information made by FERC in connection with such filing.

(c) Upon the filing of this Agreement pursuant to Section
2.1(a), Purchaser shall support the approval or acceptance of this Agreement by FERC without
modification or condition.

Section 2.2. Modifications to FERC Order.

(a) In the event (i) FERC issues an order accepting or
approving this Agreement for filing (the "FERC Order") and (ii) the FERC Order contains
modifications or conditions that are unacceptable to a Party, in its sole discretion (an
"Unfavorable FERC Decision"), such Party shall deliver a written notice to the other Party
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specifying the unacceptable modifications or conditions, which notice shall be delivered within
five (5) Business Days following the issuance of the Unfavorable FERC Decision.

(b) In the event of an Unfavorable FERC Decision, the
following provisions shall apply:

(i) The Parties may agree upon amendments to this
Agreement (the "FERC Amendment") that achieve, as nearly as practicable, the commercial
intent of this Agreement as of the Execution Date in a manner consistent with the Unfavorable
FERC Decision. The execution and delivery by the Parties of a FERC Amendment shall be
without prejudice to either Party's rights under Section 3.3.2.

(ii) Each Party shall retain the right to request a
rehearing of the FERC Order regardless of any negotiations that have occurred or are occurring
pursuant to clause (b)(i) above; provided, however, that, in the event the Parties execute a FERC
Amendment after one or both of the Parties has filed for rehearing, any such rehearing request
shall be withdrawn no later than five (5) Business Days after FERC issues an order accepting or
approving the FERC Amendment for filing, if such rehearing request is inconsistent with the
terms and conditions of this Agreement, as amended. Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the
Parties, a filing by either Party of a request for rehearing of the FERC Order shall not toll or
otherwise modify any date or time period set forth in this Agreement, including, for the
avoidance of doubt, the date upon which the Construction Phase shall commence or the period
within which a Party may terminate this Agreement under Section 3.3.2.

Section 2.3. Cooperation.

(a) In addition to their obligations under Section 2.1, Owner
and Purchaser shall, and each Party shall use commercially reasonable efforts to cause its
Affiliates to, (i) cooperate with each other to prepare, file and effect any applications, notices,
petitions, reports or other filings or documentation required under Applicable Law or otherwise
necessary, proper or advisable to consummate the transactions contemplated by this Agreement,
(ii) provide updates to the other Party on material developments in connection with any such
filings or documentation, (iii) provide any non-privileged information reasonably requested by
the other Party in connection with any such filings or documentation, (iv) cooperate with each
other to use commercially reasonable efforts to obtain all Governmental Approvals and Third
Party Consents that are necessary, proper or advisable to consummate the transactions
contemplated by this Agreement, including the FERC Order (without modifications or
conditions) and the other Owner Approvals, and (v) provide any support reasonably necessary
and requested by the AC Upgrade Owners to obtain the AC Upgrade Approvals.

(b) Each Party shall consult with the Management Committee
with respect to all characterizations of information relating to the other Party, its Affiliates or
the transactions contemplated by this Agreement that are proposed to appear in any filings or
documentation contemplated by Section 2.1 or Section 2.3(a). The Management Committee
shall promptly provide comments, if any, to the applicable Party on any such characterizations
of information. Each Party shall make a good faith effort to take into account any comments
made by the Management Committee.
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Section 2.4. No Inconsistent Action. Except as provided in Section 18.2 and
Article 20, from and after the Execution Date, the Parties shall not undertake, and shall use
commercially reasonable efforts to cause their Affiliates not to undertake, any action before
FERC, ISO-NE or any other Governmental Authority that is inconsistent with the terms and
conditions of this Agreement, including, for the avoidance of doubt, Section 2.1(c) and Section
7.1.5.

ARTICLE 3

EFFECTIVE DATE; TERM

Section 3.1. Effective Date. This Agreement shall become effective and
enforceable to the extent permitted by Applicable Law as of the Execution Date.
Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, this Agreement will become effective as a FERC rate
schedule upon the effective date set forth in the FERC Order (the "Effective Date").

Section 3.2. Term. The term of this Agreement shall commence on the
Execution Date and shall expire on the fortieth (40th) anniversary of the Commercial Operation
Date, unless earlier terminated or extended in accordance with the terms hereof (the "Term").

Section 3.3. Termination Rights. This Agreement may be terminated in
accordance with the ensuing provisions in this Article 3, subject to any required regulatory
review, approvals or acceptances, as applicable. Neither Party shall oppose any termination of
this Agreement made in accordance with this Article 3 before FERC or any other Governmental
Authority; provided, however, that the foregoing shall not prohibit either Party from challenging
or otherwise Disputing whether or not any termination of this Agreement is permitted by this
Agreement.

Section 3.3.1. Mutual Agreement. This Agreement may be terminated at
any time upon written agreement of the Parties.

Section 3.3.2. For Convenience During the Development Phase.

(a) Prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase,
either Party shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice to the other Party.
This right may be exercised by either Party for any reason, including, for the avoidance of
doubt, an Unfavorable FERC Decision, Third Party Rehearing Request, Impasse or other
Dispute with respect to the Preliminary Budget and Schedule (or any part thereof) or failure by
Owner and Affiliates of Purchaser to execute term sheets for a Construction Contract or the
Construction Loan Agreement.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in Section 3.6, upon
termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a) above, neither Party shall have any
liability to the other Party under this Agreement; provided, however, that, subject to FERC
approval, Purchaser shall reimburse Owner for costs and expenses incurred by Owner to the
extent provided in, and in accordance with, the Letter Agreement. The Parties' rights and
obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 3.3.2, with
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respect to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line
and the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in
Section 3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.3. U.S. Regulatory Event.

(a) During the Construction Phase, at any time prior to the
fifteenth (15th) day after the receipt by Owner or its Affiliates of all Construction
Authorizations, Owner shall have the right to terminate this Agreement upon not less than five
(5) days' prior written notice to Purchaser in the event of a U.S. Regulatory Event.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs, less EPC Costs (if any); provided, however, that, if (i) this
Agreement has been terminated pursuant to clause (a) above and (ii) Owner has failed to
comply with the provisions of Section 5.1.2(a)(ii)(A), then, except as otherwise provided in
Section 3.6, neither Party shall have any liability to the other Party under this Agreement. The
Parties' rights and obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section
3.3.3, with respect to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line and the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are
respectively set forth in Section 3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.4. Canadian Regulatory Event or Other Regulatory Event.

(a) During the Construction Phase, at any time prior to the
fifteenth (15th) day after the earlier to occur of (i) the receipt by Purchaser or its Affiliates of
all Canadian Approvals and the receipt by Owner or an Affiliate of Purchaser of all Operational
Approvals and (ii) the Third Anniversary, Purchaser shall have the right to terminate this
Agreement upon not less than five (5) days' prior written notice to Owner in the event of a
Canadian Regulatory Event or Other Regulatory Event; provided that (A) Purchaser and any of
its Affiliates that are responsible for obtaining any Canadian Approval or jointly obtaining the
NPCC Approval shall have used commercially reasonable efforts to obtain all of the Canadian
Approvals and to jointly obtain the NPCC Approval, in each case, by the Third Anniversary
and (B) Purchaser and its Affiliates shall have cooperated with Owner in a manner consistent
with Section 2.3 to obtain the ISO-NE Approval by the Third Anniversary.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC. The Parties' rights and obligations,
following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 3.3.4, with respect to the
property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the
Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section
3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.5. Failure to Obtain Certain Approvals.

(a) Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, this
Agreement shall terminate immediately without further action of the Parties in the event any of
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the Construction Authorizations, AC Upgrade Approvals or Operational Approvals has not
been obtained by the Third Anniversary.

(b) From and after the Third Anniversary, at any time prior to
the receipt by Purchaser or its Affiliates of all Canadian Approvals, Owner shall have the right
to terminate this Agreement upon not less than five (5) days' prior written notice to Purchaser.

(c) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
or (b) above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC; provided, however, that, if (i) this
Agreement has been terminated pursuant to clause (a) above and (ii) Owner has failed to
comply with the provisions of Section 5.1.2(a)(ii), then, except as otherwise provided in
Section 3.6, neither Party shall have any liability to the other Party under this Agreement. The
Parties' rights and obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section
3.3.5, with respect to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line and the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are
respectively set forth in Section 3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.6. Material Cost Escalation.

(a) In the event the aggregate amount budgeted for Project
Costs, as set forth in a proposed Construction Budget and Schedule delivered to the
Management Committee under Section 5.2.2 or Section 16.3(b)(i), exceeds, by more than
fifteen percent (15%), the aggregate amount budgeted for Project Costs in the most recently
approved Construction Budget and Schedule, or, for the initial Construction Budget and
Schedule delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2, the aggregate amount
budgeted for Project Costs in the Preliminary Budget and Schedule, Purchaser shall have the
right to terminate this Agreement by written notice to Owner delivered no later than sixty (60)
days after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of such proposed Construction Budget and
Schedule.

(b) In the event the aggregate amount budgeted for Project
Costs, as set forth in a proposed Construction Budget and Schedule delivered to the
Management Committee under Section 5.2.2 or Section 16.3(b)(i), exceeds, by more than thirty
percent (30%), the aggregate amount budgeted for Project Costs in the Preliminary Budget and
Schedule, Purchaser shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice to
Owner delivered no later than sixty (60) days after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of such
proposed Construction Budget and Schedule.

(c) Purchaser's failure to exercise either of its termination
rights pursuant to this Section 3.3.6, (or Purchaser's failure to exercise either of such rights in a
timely manner) shall be without prejudice to Purchaser's right to terminate this Agreement (i)
pursuant to clause (a) above in the event any proposed Construction Budget and Schedule
subsequently delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2 or Section 16.3(b)(i)
exceeds the most recently approved Construction Budget and Schedule by more than fifteen
percent (15%) or (ii) pursuant to clause (b) above in the event any proposed Construction
Budget and Schedule subsequently delivered to the Management Committee under Section
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5.2.2 or Section 16.3(b)(i) exceeds both (A) the Preliminary Budget and Schedule by more than
thirty percent (30%) and (B) the most recently approved Construction Budget and Schedule by
any amount.

(d) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to this
Section 3.3.6, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC. The Parties' rights and obligations,
following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 3.3.6, with respect to the
property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the
Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section
3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.7. Termination of Agreements with Purchaser's Affiliates.

(a) In the event (i) any Construction Contract with Hydro-
Québec Contractor is terminated as a result of any default by Owner of its obligations
thereunder (provided that such default was not due to a breach by Hydro-Québec Lender of its
funding obligation under the Construction Loan Agreement) or (ii) the Construction Loan
Agreement is terminated as a result of any default by Owner of its obligations thereunder
(provided that such default was not due to a breach by Hydro-Québec Contractor of any of its
obligations under a Construction Contract), Purchaser shall have the right to terminate this
Agreement by written notice to Owner as of a date that is not less than ninety (90) days after
the date of such notice.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in Section 3.6, upon
termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a) above, neither Party shall have any
liability to the other Party under this Agreement. The Parties' rights and obligations, following
termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 3.3.7, with respect to the property rights
and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the Decommissioning of
the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section 3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.8. For Convenience During Construction Phase.

(a) In addition to the termination rights set forth in Section
3.3.4 and Section 3.3.6, during the Construction Phase, Purchaser shall have the right to
terminate this Agreement for any other reason by not less than five (5) days' prior written notice
to Owner.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, the Settlement Amount; provided, however, that if (x) this Agreement has
been terminated pursuant to clause (a) above following an Impasse or other Dispute with
respect to the most recent Construction Budget and Schedule delivered to the Management
Committee under Section 5.2.2 or Section 16.3(b)(i) as of the date of termination and (y) the
line item estimates or contingency amounts set forth in such Construction Budget and Schedule
are lower than the cost estimates provided by the applicable Contractor, then Purchaser shall
have the right to Dispute such item estimates or contingency amounts pursuant to the
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arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3. If Purchaser Disputes any such estimate or
contingency amount, as described above, then the following provisions shall apply:

(i) In the event any such Dispute is resolved in favor of
Purchaser, and the aggregate amount budgeted for Project Costs in the Construction Budget and
Schedule determined pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3 exceeds, by
more than fifteen percent (15%), the aggregate amount budgeted for Project Costs in the most
recently approved Construction Budget and Schedule, or, for the initial Construction Budget and
Schedule delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2, the aggregate amount
budgeted for Project Costs in the Preliminary Budget and Schedule, then, in lieu of the
Settlement Amount, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall
pay or reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC.

(ii) In the event any such Dispute is resolved in favor of
Purchaser, and the Construction Budget and Schedule determined pursuant to the arbitration
provisions set forth in Section 18.3 exceeds both (A) the Preliminary Budget and Schedule by
more than thirty percent (30%) and (B) the most recently approved Construction Budget and
Schedule by any amount, then, in lieu of the Settlement Amount, Owner shall have the right to
recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus
EAFUDC.

(iii) In the event neither clause (b)(i) nor clause (b)(ii)
above applies following resolution of any such Dispute, Owner shall have the right to recover
from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or reimburse to Owner, the Settlement Amount.

The Parties' rights and obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this
Section 3.3.8, with respect to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line and the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are
respectively set forth in Section 3.5(a) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.9. Loss Occurrence Following Commercial Operation.

(a) In the event (i) a Loss Occurrence during the Operation
Phase renders the Northern Pass Transmission Line entirely out-of-service and (ii) the projected
Reconstruction Costs, as set forth in the proposed Reconstruction Plan delivered to the
Management Committee under Section 16.3(c)(i), exceed, in the aggregate, the amount equal to
(A) the unamortized rate base, as set forth in the Rate Base Calculation delivered to the
Management Committee under Section 16.3(c)(i), multiplied by (B) fifteen one-hundredths
(0.15), Purchaser shall have the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice to Owner
delivered no later than sixty (60) days after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of such
Reconstruction Plan and Rate Base Calculation.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC. The Parties' rights and obligations,
following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this Section 3.3.9, with respect to the
property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the
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Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section
3.5(b) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.10.For Convenience Following Commercial Operation.

(a) In addition to the termination rights set forth in Section
3.3.9 and Section 3.3.12, from and after the Commercial Operation Date, Purchaser shall have
the right to terminate this Agreement for any other reason by not less than thirty (30) days' prior
written notice to Owner.

(b) Upon termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a)
above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or
reimburse to Owner, the Termination Payment; provided, however, that if this Agreement has
been terminated pursuant to clause (a) above within sixty (60) days after the receipt by
Purchaser's Manager of a proposed Reconstruction Plan and Rate Base Calculation, then
Purchaser shall have the right to Dispute such Reconstruction Plan or Rate Base Calculation
pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3. If Purchaser Disputes such
Reconstruction Plan or Rate Base Calculation, as described above, then the following
provisions shall apply:

(i) In the event any such Dispute is resolved in favor of
Purchaser, and the projected Reconstruction Costs, as set forth in the Reconstruction Plan
delivered to the Management Committee under Section 16.3(c)(i) (or determined pursuant to the
arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3 in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto),
exceed, in the aggregate, the amount equal to (A) the unamortized rate base, as set forth in the
Rate Base Calculation delivered to the Management Committee under Section 16.3(c)(i) (or
determined pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3 in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto), multiplied by (B) fifteen one-hundredths (0.15), then, in lieu of the
Termination Payment, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall
pay or reimburse to Owner, Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC.

(ii) In the event clause (b)(i) above does not apply
following resolution of any such Dispute, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser,
and Purchaser shall pay or reimburse to Owner, the Termination Payment.

The Parties' rights and obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to this
Section 3.3.10, with respect to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line and the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are
respectively set forth in Section 3.5(b) and Section 9.3.

Section 3.3.11.Purchaser Default.

(a) Owner shall have the right to terminate this Agreement in
accordance with Section 15.3(a).

(b) Upon the exercise by Owner of its termination rights
pursuant to clause (a) above, Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and
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Purchaser shall pay or reimburse to Owner, the Termination Payment. The Parties' rights and
obligations, following termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a) above, with respect
to the property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the
Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section
3.5(b) and Section 9.3.

(c) The exercise by Owner of its termination rights pursuant to
clause (a) above shall constitute a waiver by Owner of all other remedies or damages that may
be available at law or in equity; provided, however, that Owner shall not waive its right to, and
Purchaser shall remain liable for, the Termination Payment, any amounts owed to Owner by
Purchaser under Section 3.4, Section 9.3.3(c), Section 9.3.4 or Section 9.3.5(d) and any
indemnification obligations of Purchaser to Owner under this Agreement, together with any
costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by Owner to
recover the Termination Payment or such indemnified or other amounts.

Section 3.3.12.Owner Default.

(a) Purchaser shall have the right to terminate this Agreement
in accordance with Section 15.4(a), Section 15.4(c) or Section 15.4(d).

(b) Except as otherwise provided in Section 3.6, upon the
exercise by Purchaser of its termination rights pursuant to clause (a) above, neither Party shall
have any liability to the other Party under this Agreement. The Parties' rights and obligations,
following termination of this Agreement pursuant to clause (a) above, with respect to the
property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the
Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line are respectively set forth in Section
3.5(c) and Section 9.3.

(c) The exercise by Purchaser of its termination rights pursuant
to clause (a) above shall constitute a waiver by Purchaser of all other remedies or damages that
may be available at law or in equity; provided, however, that Purchaser shall not waive its right
to, and Owner shall remain liable for, any express remedy or measure of damages that are
owing to Purchaser or any express modification of Purchaser's payment obligations that have
accrued under this Agreement before or as of such termination, any amounts owed to Purchaser
by Owner under Section 9.2, Section 9.3.3(d) or Section 9.3.4, any fees and expenses
reasonably incurred by Purchaser in enforcing Owner's participation obligation pursuant to
Section 18.3.5 and any indemnification obligations of Owner to Purchaser under this
Agreement, together with any costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees)
reasonably incurred by Purchaser to recover such damages or such indemnified or other
amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner.

Section 3.4. Termination Payments.

(a) Within sixty (60) days following the termination of this
Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3, Owner shall deliver to Purchaser a preliminary invoice that
sets forth Owner's good faith estimate of the amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under
Section 3.3, as such amounts may be adjusted pursuant to clause (c) below. Purchaser shall pay
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the amounts set forth in such preliminary invoice within thirty (30) days following its receipt of
such preliminary invoice but otherwise in a manner consistent with Section 14.1.

(b) Promptly after the actual amounts owed to Owner by
Purchaser under Section 3.3 are known to Owner, but no later than thirty (30) days following
the end of the work associated with the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission
Line, Owner shall deliver to Purchaser a final invoice reconciling the estimated amounts owed
to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3 and paid by Purchaser with the actual amounts owed
to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3. If and to the extent the total amount paid by
Purchaser for the estimated amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3 is greater
than the actual amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3, then, concurrently
with the delivery of such final invoice, Owner shall refund to Purchaser the excess amounts
collected, together with interest thereon calculated pursuant to Section 14.5(a), in a single lump
sum and in immediately available funds or by wire transfer, in each case, in accordance with
wiring instructions provided to Owner by Purchaser in writing. If and to the extent the total
amount paid by Purchaser for the estimated amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under
Section 3.3 is less than the actual amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3, then
Purchaser shall pay a surcharge to Owner in the amount of such deficiency, together with
interest thereon calculated pursuant to Section 14.5(b), in a single lump sum due thirty (30)
days following the receipt by Purchaser of such final invoice but otherwise in a manner
consistent with Section 14.1. Either Party may deduct and setoff payment of such refund or
surcharge, as applicable, against any accrued but unpaid payment obligation of the other Party
to such Party hereunder.

(c) Any payments by or on account of any obligation of
Purchaser pursuant to Section 3.3 or Section 9.3 shall be made in such amounts as may be
necessary for all such payments, after any reduction or withholding for or on account of any
present or future taxes, levies, imposts, duties, fees, deductions, withholdings, assessments or
other charges imposed, levied, or assessed by or on behalf of any Governmental Authority, and
after payment by Owner of any Income Taxes with respect to such amounts (taking into
account any reduction in tax or other tax benefits resulting from, or attributable to, any amounts
deducted or withheld by Purchaser pursuant to this clause (c)), to yield an aggregate amount
that shall not be less than the amounts that Owner was entitled to recover pursuant to Section
3.3 or Section 9.3. If any taxes, levies, imposts, duties, fees, deductions, withholdings,
assessments or other charges are required by Applicable Law to be deducted or withheld by
Purchaser from any amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3 or Section 9.3,
then (i) Purchaser shall make such deductions or withholdings, and (ii) Purchaser shall timely
pay the full amount deducted or withheld to the relevant Governmental Authority in accordance
with Applicable Law. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the computation of the
adjustments required pursuant to this clause (c) shall be made without duplication of any
Federal Income Taxes, State Income Taxes or any other Taxes included in the definition of
Owner's Costs or Decommissioning Costs, as applicable. The reconciliation process provided
in clause (b) above shall apply mutatis mutandis to the actual adjustments required pursuant to
this clause (c).

(d) The Parties acknowledge and agree that the payment of
amounts by Purchaser to Owner pursuant to Section 3.3, Section 3.4 or Section 9.3 is an
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appropriate remedy and that any such payment does not constitute a forfeiture or penalty of any
kind. The Parties further acknowledge and agree that the damages for the termination of this
Agreement are difficult or impossible to determine and that the damages calculated under
Section 3.3, Section 3.4 or Section 9.3 constitute a reasonable approximation of the harm or
loss to Owner as a result thereof.

Section 3.5. Allocation of Property Rights and Interests Following Termination.

(a) The following provisions shall apply upon the termination
of this Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3.2, Section 3.3.3, Section 3.3.4, Section 3.3.5, Section
3.3.6, Section 3.3.7 or Section 3.3.8:

(i) Owner shall have the right to retain or dispose of
the Owner Retained Property.

(ii) Subject to the receipt by Owner of all amounts
owed to it by Purchaser under this Agreement or the Letter Agreement, as applicable, Owner
shall promptly deliver to Purchaser a copy of the Design Materials. For a period of three (3)
years following the termination of this Agreement, Purchaser shall not use, or permit a third
party to use, the Design Materials to develop, with any Person other than Owner or its Affiliates,
an HVDC transmission line from the Province of Québec directly into or through the State of
New Hampshire, without the prior written consent of Owner.

(iii) Subject to the receipt by Owner of all amounts
owed to it by Purchaser under this Agreement or the Letter Agreement, as applicable, Purchaser
shall have the option (exercisable by written notice to Owner) to acquire from Owner, without
additional cost to Purchaser or compensation to Owner, the Project Assets. In the event
Purchaser fails to exercise such option within thirty (30) days after the termination of this
Agreement, Owner shall salvage all Project Assets not acquired by Purchaser pursuant to this
clause (a)(iii) in accordance with Section 9.3.5(b).

(b) The following provisions shall apply upon the termination
of this Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3.9, Section 3.3.10 or Section 15.3(a):

(i) Owner shall have the right to (A) subject to the
rights (if any) of any Financing Party under any of the Loan Agreements, retain or dispose of the
rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line, including, for the
avoidance of doubt, the Owner Retained Property and (B) determine if and when to
Decommission the Northern Pass Transmission Line; provided that the Decommissioning, when
it occurs, is undertaken in accordance with Section 9.3.

(ii) Purchaser shall have no right to acquire or use any
property rights and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line, except as may
be provided in the Purchaser's Security Documents for any accrued but unpaid payment
obligation of Owner to Purchaser hereunder.

(c) The following provisions shall apply upon the termination
of this Agreement pursuant to Section 15.4(a), Section 15.4(c) or Section 15.4(d):
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(i) Subject to the rights (if any) of any Financing Party
under any of the Loan Agreements and the rights of Purchaser under the Purchaser's Security
Documents or against Purchaser's Lien, Owner shall retain the rights and interests associated
with the Northern Pass Transmission Line, including, for the avoidance of doubt, the Owner
Retained Property.

(ii) Purchaser's rights with respect to the property rights
and interests associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line shall be governed by the
Purchaser's Security Documents.

Section 3.6. Effect of Termination. Except as provided in Section 24.12 for the
survival of provisions, upon expiration or other termination of this Agreement pursuant to its
terms, each of the Parties shall be released from all of its obligations under this Agreement, other
than any accrued but unpaid payment obligation. Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, upon
such expiration or termination of this Agreement, either Party shall have the right to recover any
costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by such Party to
recover any amounts owed to such Party by the other Party hereunder or to secure the release of
any security or performance assurance provided by or on behalf of such Party after the later to
occur of the end of the Term or the date on which any accrued but unpaid payment obligation of
such Party to the other Party hereunder shall have been fully, finally and indefeasibly satisfied.

ARTICLE 4

COMMERCIAL OPERATION

Section 4.1. Commercial Operation Date.

(a) Owner shall provide a written non-binding notice to
Purchaser no later than sixty (60) days before the date Owner reasonably expects the
Commercial Operation Date to occur.

(b) At the reasonable request of Owner made in writing,
Purchaser shall, and shall use commercially reasonable efforts to cause its Affiliates to,
cooperate with Owner, TransÉnergie and ISO-NE to support the Commissioning of the HVDC
Transmission Project.

(c) As soon as practicable after Owner is of the opinion that
the conditions to Commercial Operation, as set forth in Section 4.2, have been satisfied, or such
conditions have been waived in writing by the Parties (except in the case of Section 4.2(b),
Section 4.2(f), Section 4.2(g) and Section 4.2(h), which conditions may be waived in writing by
Purchaser, in its sole discretion), Owner shall deliver a written notice to Purchaser specifying
the date upon which Commercial Operation shall commence (the "COD Notice"), which
commencement date shall occur no earlier than ten (10) Business Days after the receipt by
Purchaser of the COD Notice or on such other date as agreed upon by the Parties in writing
(such date, the "Commercial Operation Date").
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(d) Within five (5) Business Days after the receipt by
Purchaser of the COD Notice, Purchaser shall deliver a certificate to Owner either (i)
confirming that the conditions set forth in Section 4.2 have been satisfied or duly waived and
that Commercial Operation may commence on the Commercial Operation Date or (ii) objecting
with reasonable detail to the COD Notice. Purchaser's failure to respond in writing to a COD
Notice within such five (5)-Business Day period shall be deemed to be a confirmation that the
conditions set forth in Section 4.2 have been satisfied or duly waived. Any Dispute over
whether or not the conditions set forth in Section 4.2 have been satisfied or duly waived shall
be resolved in accordance with Article 18. Regardless of the resolution of such Dispute, but
subject to the limitations provided in Section 4.3.1(a), for purposes of cost recovery under
Section 8.1.2, Owner shall have the right to continue to accrue AFUDC on the Construction
Costs and Carrying Charges on the Pre-COD Expenses for the period of time pending
resolution of such Dispute and until the Commercial Operation Date. Such Construction Costs
and Pre-COD Expenses shall include costs and expenses that are (A) incurred by Owner before
the Commercial Operation Date to maintain the Northern Pass Transmission Line in good
operating condition pending resolution of such Dispute and (B) recoverable under the Formula
Rate in accordance with Article 8.

Section 4.2. Conditions Precedent to Commercial Operation. The items set
forth in clauses (a) through (h) below shall be conditions precedent to the Commercial Operation
of the Northern Pass Transmission Line:

(a) Completion of the Commissioning of the HVDC
Transmission Project by Owner (in coordination with ISO-NE) and TransÉnergie;

(b) The Northern Pass Transmission Line has been constructed
in accordance with, and is capable of operating at, the Design Capability;

(c) Completion of the AC Upgrades;

(d) The Interconnection Agreements shall be in full force and
effect;

(e) The Transmission Operating Agreement shall be in full
force and effect and ISO-NE shall have informed Owner that ISO-NE (i) is prepared to assume
operational control over the Northern Pass Transmission Line, as defined in, and in accordance
with, the Transmission Operating Agreement and (ii) will assume such operational control as of
the Commercial Operation Date;

(f) The Québec Line has been constructed in accordance with,
and is capable of operating at, the Design Capability;

(g) Receipt by Purchaser of copies of certificates evidencing all
outstanding insurance required or otherwise obtained under Section 5.3(a); and

(h) Receipt by Purchaser of an opinion of legal counsel,
reasonably satisfactory to Purchaser, that all Governmental Approvals and Third Party
Consents required to own and operate the Northern Pass Transmission Line have been obtained.
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Section 4.3. Delay in Commercial Operation.

Section 4.3.1. Owner Delay.

(a) If, as a result of an Owner Default, any conditions set forth
in Section 4.2 shall not have been satisfied or duly waived within one hundred eighty (180)
days following the later to occur of (i) the Target Date and (ii) the date upon which
TransÉnergie has certified to Owner in good faith that the Québec Line is ready for
Commissioning (such delay, an "Owner Delay," and such one hundred eightieth (180th) day,
"Owner's Initial Deadline"), then, for purposes of cost recovery under Section 8.1.2, AFUDC
shall not be accrued on the Construction Costs and Carrying Charges shall not be accrued on
the Pre-COD Expenses, in each case, from and after Owner's Initial Deadline.

(b) If an Owner Delay continues beyond the second (2nd)
anniversary of Owner's Initial Deadline ("Owner's Final Deadline"), then the following
provisions shall also apply:

(i) Purchaser shall have the right to recover from
Owner, and Owner shall pay or reimburse to Purchaser, for each month (or part thereof)
following Owner's Final Deadline during which the Owner Delay is continuing, an amount equal
to all penalties, damages, fees or other charges in respect of the Québec Line that are owed and
paid by HQP to TransÉnergie, if any, under the TransÉnergie OATT with respect to such month
(or part thereof); provided, however, that Owner's maximum liability to Purchaser under this
clause (b)(i) shall not exceed, in the aggregate, an amount equivalent to the sum of the
transmission service payments in respect of the Québec Line that would have been owed by HQP
to TransÉnergie under the TransÉnergie OATT (the "OATT Payments") (exclusive of any
penalties, damages, fees or other charges) if the Québec Line was operating at its full expected
capacity following its commercial operation for the period commencing on Owner's Final
Deadline and ending six (6) months thereafter or upon the earlier termination of this Agreement
pursuant to its terms. Any such penalties, damages, fees or other charges, when taken as a whole,
shall not exceed the amounts that would have been owed by a Person other than an Affiliate of
TransÉnergie in a comparable arm's-length transaction or arrangement under the TransÉnergie
OATT. Purchaser shall use commercially reasonable efforts to cause HQP to mitigate the
amount of any such penalties, damages, fees or other charges. At Owner's reasonable request,
Purchaser shall make available to Owner any information reasonably necessary to support the
amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner pursuant to this clause (b)(i).

(ii) The Parties acknowledge and agree that the
cessation of the accrual of AFUDC on Construction Costs and Carrying Charges on Pre-COD
Expenses, in each case, pursuant to clause (a) above and the payment of amounts by Owner to
Purchaser under clause (b)(i) above are an appropriate remedy and that any such modification or
payment does not constitute a forfeiture or penalty of any kind. The Parties further acknowledge
and agree that the damages for an Owner Delay are difficult or impossible to determine and that
the damages calculated hereunder constitute a reasonable approximation of the harm or loss to
Purchaser as a result thereof.
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(iii) Subject to the discharge by Owner of its obligations
under Section 5.7(a), the rights provided in Section 3.3.12 and this Section 4.3.1 shall
collectively be the sole and exclusive remedy of Purchaser with respect to an Owner Delay. The
foregoing sentence shall not be construed in any way to limit (A) Purchaser's right to recover any
costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by Purchaser to
recover any amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner under this Agreement, (B) Purchaser's rights
and remedies under the Purchaser's Security Documents or Owner Guaranty or against
Purchaser's Lien or any other financial assurances held by Purchaser or (C) Purchaser's right to
recover payment of any indemnification obligations of Owner to Purchaser pursuant to Section
21.2.

Section 4.3.2. Other Delays. If, for any reason other than an Owner
Default, any conditions set forth in Section 4.2 shall not have been satisfied or duly waived by
the date upon which Owner has certified to Purchaser in good faith that the Northern Pass
Transmission Line is ready for Commissioning, then the following provisions shall apply:

(a) For purposes of cost recovery under Section 8.1.2, AFUDC
shall continue to be accrued on the Construction Costs and Carrying Charges shall continue to
be accrued on the Pre-COD Expenses, as provided in Section 8.1.2(e)(ii) and Section
8.1.2(e)(iii), in each case, during the period of delay during which any conditions set forth in
Section 4.2 have yet to be satisfied or duly waived.

(b) If such delay continues beyond the second (2nd)
anniversary of the later to occur of (i) the Target Date and (ii) the date upon which Owner has
certified to Purchaser in good faith that the Northern Pass Transmission Line is ready for
Commissioning (such second (2nd) anniversary date, "Purchaser's Deadline"), then the
Commercial Operation Date shall be deemed to have occurred, and the Operation Phase shall
be deemed to have commenced, on Purchaser's Deadline for all purposes under this Agreement
(provided this Agreement has not been terminated), and Purchaser shall commence payments
of the Transmission Service Payments in accordance with Article 14 as if the Northern Pass
Transmission Line had achieved Commercial Operation.

(c) For the avoidance of doubt, during such period of delay at
any time before Purchaser's Deadline, Purchaser shall continue to have the right to terminate
this Agreement under Section 3.3.8, and, from and after Purchaser's Deadline, Purchaser shall
have the right to terminate this Agreement under Section 3.3.10.
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ARTICLE 5

GENERAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES

Section 5.1. Responsibilities of the Parties.

Section 5.1.1. Development Phase. The Parties acknowledge and agree
that Owner, either directly or through its Affiliates, has commenced the development of the
technical design and scope of the Northern Pass Transmission Line consistent with the scope of
activities defined in, and the monthly reports and budgets provided under, the Letter Agreement.

Section 5.1.2. Construction Phase.

(a) During the Construction Phase, Owner shall (i) exercise
Good Utility Practice to complete, or cause the completion of, all tasks required to construct the
Northern Pass Transmission Line and achieve Commercial Operation by the Target Date, in
each case, in accordance with the Design Capability and in a manner consistent with
Attachment A, (ii) use commercially reasonable efforts (A) to obtain all of the Construction
Authorizations by the Third Anniversary, (B) to obtain, jointly with TransÉnergie, the NPCC
Approval by the Third Anniversary, (C) to obtain, in consultation with Purchaser or Purchaser's
Affiliates, the ISO-NE Approval by the Third Anniversary and (D) to cause Owner's Affiliates
that are AC Upgrade Owners to obtain any AC Upgrade Approvals for which such Affiliates
are responsible by the Third Anniversary, and (iii) use commercially reasonable efforts to
obtain all Owner Approvals (other than the Construction Authorizations) by the Target Date.
Provided that Owner has complied with its obligations under Section 2.1, Section 2.3, Section
5.1.2(a)(ii) and Section 5.1.2(a)(iii), Owner shall not be in breach of, or be liable to Purchaser
under, this Agreement, and no Owner Default shall occur, as a consequence of Owner's failure
to obtain an Owner Approval or an Operational Approval or any AC Upgrade Owner's failure
to obtain an AC Upgrade Approval.

(b) The Parties intend that Owner and Hydro-Québec
Contractor will use commercially reasonable efforts to enter into, within a commercially
reasonable timeframe, a Construction Contract on terms and conditions that are customary for
the engineering, procurement and construction of projects of a similar nature to the Northern
Pass Transmission Line, but also giving due consideration to the particular context and
structure of the transactions contemplated hereby and thereby. The Parties also intend that
Owner and Hydro-Québec Lender will use commercially reasonable efforts to enter into, within
a commercially reasonable timeframe, the Construction Loan Agreement on terms and
conditions that are customary for fully secured project financings of a similar nature to the
Northern Pass Transmission Line, but also giving due consideration to the particular context
and structure of the transactions contemplated hereby and thereby.

(c) At Purchaser's reasonable request made in writing, Owner
shall, and shall use commercially reasonable efforts to cause its Affiliates to, support and
cooperate with Purchaser in order to enable Purchaser to enter into one or more facilities
agreements to pay for the costs to design, license, construct and operate the Additional AC
Upgrades.
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(d) Owner shall cooperate with Purchaser and its Affiliates as
reasonably necessary for Purchaser or its Affiliates to obtain the Export Authorizations related
to the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

(e) The following provisions shall apply with respect to a Term
Financing:

(i) No later than three hundred sixty-five (365) days
before the Target Date, or such other date as the Management Committee may approve, the
Management Committee shall establish a timetable, procedures (the "Term Financing
Procedures") and Term Financing Parameters for a Term Financing to refinance the Construction
Loan Agreement. No later than three hundred sixty-five (365) days before the maturity date of
any Term Financing, the Management Committee shall establish a timetable, Term Financing
Procedures and Term Financing Parameters for the refinancing of such Term Financing.

(ii) The Term Financing Parameters shall include a
requirement that the Term Financing be on terms and conditions that are customary for fully
secured project financings of a similar nature to the Northern Pass Transmission Line, but in no
event shall the Term Financing Procedures include any obligation for any Affiliate of Owner to
provide a guaranty, capital funds commitment or similar support agreement. The Term
Financing Procedures shall require Owner to seek a minimum number of competitive bids
(which may be in the form of proposals or commitment letters as specified in the Term Financing
Procedures) from potential lenders and shall permit Purchaser or one or more of its Affiliates to
submit a competitive bid for the Term Financing. In recognition that the costs of the Term
Financing are recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8, the Term
Financing Procedures shall also require that Owner negotiate the pricing terms of all or a
minimum number of competitive bids for the Term Financing (including interest, fees,
amortization and tenor) in good faith as though Owner were bearing such costs itself. Subject to
the immediately ensuing sentence, Owner shall comply in all material respects with the timetable,
Term Financing Procedures and Term Financing Parameters for the initial Term Financing or
any subsequent Term Financing. If, as a result of market conditions, Owner is reasonably unable
to comply with such timetable, Term Financing Procedures or Term Financing Parameters,
Owner shall consult with the Management Committee, and the Management Committee shall
appropriately revise the timetable, Term Financing Procedures or Term Financing Parameters, as
applicable, consistent with such market conditions.

(iii) Purchaser shall have the right to review the Term
Loan Agreement prior to its execution and effectiveness to confirm that the terms and conditions
thereof are not in conflict in any material respect with the Term Financing Parameters
established or revised by the Management Committee.

(iv) Owner shall not enter into any subsequent
amendment or other modification with respect to any Term Financing that would materially
increase the costs recoverable from Purchaser under this Agreement unless approved by the
Management Committee.
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(v) Any Impasse under this Section 5.1.2(e) shall be
resolved pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3, but any such resolution
shall be consistent with the terms of this Section 5.1.2(e).

Section 5.2. Budgets and Reports.

Section 5.2.1. Preliminary Budget and Schedule.

(a) Within forty-five (45) days after the Execution Date,
Owner shall prepare and submit to the Management Committee for review and approval a
Project Budget and Project Schedule (together, as established herein, the "Preliminary Budget
and Schedule"), together with a Cost-of-Service Estimate. At the request of Purchaser's
Manager, Owner shall provide the Management Committee with copies of the data, invoices,
price sheets and other information utilized in the preparation of the proposed Preliminary
Budget and Schedule, and shall make the personnel responsible for preparing such Preliminary
Budget and Schedule available during normal business hours and upon reasonable advance
notice to discuss such Preliminary Budget and Schedule with the Management Committee. At
the request of Purchaser's Manager, Owner shall provide the Management Committee with
access to, and copies of, all reasonably requested documentation concerning the Cost-of-
Service Estimate.

(b) The Management Committee shall promptly review the
proposed Preliminary Budget and Schedule, and may approve such Preliminary Budget and
Schedule in whole or in part. If an Impasse occurs with respect to the proposed Preliminary
Budget and Schedule (or any part thereof), then the Impasse shall not be resolved under the
dispute resolution provisions herein, and instead, subject to Purchaser's termination rights under
Section 3.3.2, the proposed Preliminary Budget and Schedule, with any changes agreed upon
by the Management Committee, shall be deemed to be (i) in effect upon the commencement of
the Construction Phase and (ii) approved by the Management Committee as of such date for
purposes of Section 8.1.4(c)(i).

Section 5.2.2. Construction Budget and Schedule.

(a) On a quarterly basis beginning in the fourth (4th) full
calendar month during the Construction Phase, but no later than the end of the fourth (4th)
calendar month after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of the most recent quarterly
Construction Budget and Schedule delivered to the Management Committee under this clause
(a), or as required under Section 16.3(b)(i), Owner shall prepare and submit to the Management
Committee for review and approval an update of the Preliminary Budget and Schedule (such
updated budget and schedule as established herein, the "Construction Budget and Schedule").
At the request of Purchaser's Manager, Owner shall provide the Management Committee with
copies of the data, invoices, price sheets and other information utilized in the preparation of the
Construction Budget and Schedule, and shall make the personnel responsible for preparing the
Construction Budget and Schedule available during normal business hours and upon reasonable
advance notice to discuss the proposed Construction Budget and Schedule with the
Management Committee.
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(b) The Management Committee shall promptly review the
proposed Construction Budget and Schedule, and may approve the Construction Budget and
Schedule in whole or in part. If an Impasse occurs with respect to the proposed Construction
Budget and Schedule (or any part thereof), then the Impasse shall not be resolved under the
dispute resolution provisions herein, and instead, subject to Purchaser's termination rights under
Section 3.3.6 or Section 3.3.8, as applicable, the proposed Construction Budget and Schedule,
with any changes agreed upon by the Management Committee, shall be deemed to be (i) in
effect upon the sixty-first (61st) day after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of such
Construction Budget and Schedule and (ii) approved by the Management Committee as of such
date for purposes of Section 8.1.4(c)(i).

Section 5.2.3. Estimated Wind-Down Costs.

(a) Beginning on the date on which the first Construction
Budget and Schedule is delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2 and on an
annual basis thereafter concurrently with the delivery of every fourth (4th) Construction Budget
and Schedule subsequently delivered to the Management Committee under Section 5.2.2,
Owner shall prepare and submit to Purchaser an estimate of the Estimated Wind-Down Costs as
of the Redetermination Date associated with such Construction Budget and Schedule. Owner
shall provide Purchaser with access to, and copies of, all reasonably requested documentation
concerning the Estimated Wind-Down Costs.

(b) If Purchaser believes that the Estimated Wind-Down Costs
are incorrect or inconsistent with the standard set forth in the definition thereof, then Purchaser
shall have the right to submit the matter to the Management Committee for resolution solely for
the purpose of redetermining the Determined Cap during the Construction Phase, as
contemplated by Section 17.1.1(d). If an Impasse occurs with respect to such matter, then the
matter shall be resolved in accordance with Section 18.1(b) solely for the purpose of
redetermining the Determined Cap during the Construction Phase, as contemplated by Section
17.1.1(d).

Section 5.2.4. Budget Overruns; Progress Reports.

(a) Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts not to
exceed the budgeted amounts set forth in the Preliminary Budget and Schedule or applicable
Construction Budget and Schedule; provided, however, that all Project Costs (and
Reconstruction Costs, if applicable) actually incurred by Owner, whether or not set forth in
such Preliminary Budget and Schedule or applicable Construction Budget and Schedule, shall
be recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

(b) Owner shall prepare and submit to the Management
Committee for review during each calendar month during the Construction Phase a progress
report for informational purposes that sets forth in reasonable detail (i) the Project Costs
actually incurred in the prior month and the activities associated therewith and (ii) the current
status of the milestones set forth in the Construction Budget and Schedule, including any
changes in the expected timelines and the status of all Owner Approvals (collectively, the
"Construction Progress Report"). At the request of Purchaser's Manager, Owner shall, or shall
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cause each Contractor to, provide the Management Committee with access to, and copies of, all
reasonably requested documentation concerning such Construction Progress Report.

(c) Owner shall, or shall cause the principal Contractor to,
notify the Management Committee promptly, but in no event later than ten (10) days, after
Owner, or such Contractor, becomes aware that (i) the Commercial Operation of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line is not reasonably likely to occur by the Target Date or (ii) the
aggregate costs and expenses required to develop, finance, design, site, construct and
Commission the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the AC Upgrades are reasonably likely
to exceed either of the minimum thresholds needed for Purchaser to terminate this Agreement
under Section 3.3.6.

Section 5.3. Insurance and Events of Loss.

(a) Owner shall obtain and maintain insurance of the type, in
such amounts and on such terms as required by the Management Committee from time to time.
Owner shall have the right, in its sole discretion, to obtain additional insurance (in amount or
type) consistent with Good Utility Practice and shall acquire such insurance as may be required
by any Financing Party. All premiums and other costs of property, liability or other insurance
obtained by Owner in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line, or the ownership,
development, engineering, construction or operation thereof, shall be recoverable under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8. Owner shall provide Purchaser with copies of
certificates of all outstanding insurance obtained hereunder promptly after the receipt thereof
by Owner.

(b) The Parties' rights and obligations, following a Loss
Occurrence or other loss of, destruction of or damage to, or any condemnation of, the Northern
Pass Transmission Line due to an event of Force Majeure, are set forth in Article 16.

Section 5.4. Compliance with Laws. At all times during the Term, the Parties
shall comply with all Applicable Laws (including ISO-NE Rules to the extent applicable) and
relevant Governmental Approvals and Third Party Consents.

Section 5.5. Third Party Contracts. At all times during the Term, Owner shall
(a) discharge its obligations under and (b) administer all third-party contracts entered into in
connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line or the AC Upgrades, in each case, in a
commercially reasonable manner; provided, however, that Owner shall not be in breach of its
obligations under the foregoing clause (a) if, due to a breach by Hydro-Québec Lender of its
funding obligation under the Construction Loan Agreement, Owner fails to discharge any
payment obligation under any such third-party contract. Provided that Owner has complied with
its obligations under the foregoing sentence, Owner shall not be in breach of, or be liable to
Purchaser under, this Agreement, and no Owner Default shall occur, as a consequence of any act
or omission by any Contractor or AC Upgrade Owner, and all increased costs, expenses, fines
and penalties resulting therefrom (including reasonable attorneys' fees) shall be recoverable
under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.
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Section 5.6. Equity Commitment. Owner shall, and hereby commits to
Purchaser that it will, finance a portion of the Project Costs through contributions to the equity
capital of Owner in a manner consistent with Owner's obligations under Section 8.3(a). Without
limiting Owner's obligations under the foregoing sentence, Owner shall enter into an equity
commitment agreement with Northeast Utilities and NSTAR, and shall cause Northeast Utilities
and NSTAR to enter into such equity commitment agreement with Owner, in each case, no later
than the Distribution Date, pursuant to which agreement Northeast Utilities and NSTAR shall
commit annually during the Construction Phase to provide, either directly or through a subsidiary,
equity capital consistent with Owner's obligations under the foregoing sentence, which equity
commitment is expected to be based upon the amounts set forth in the Construction Budget and
Schedule for the upcoming year. The Parties acknowledge and agree that such equity
commitment will be used only to finance Project Costs during the Construction Phase and may
not be applied towards, or accelerated to settle, any claims resulting from an Owner Default,
other than pursuant to this Section 5.6. For the avoidance of doubt, Owner's rights under such
equity commitment agreement shall be part of the collateral pledged to Hydro-Québec Lender to
secure Owner's obligations under the Construction Loan Agreement.

Section 5.7. Owner's Obligation to Cure; Purchaser's Losses.

(a) Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts to cure, at
its own cost and expense, any Owner Default in a commercially reasonable timeframe
consistent with Good Utility Practice, and no such cost or expense shall be recoverable under
the Formula Rate. For the avoidance of doubt, the foregoing sentence shall apply in the event
of a delay in Commercial Operation due to an Owner Delay or in the event of a Non-Excused
Outage.

(b) Neither Purchaser nor its Affiliates shall be entitled to
recover from Owner any losses, damages, costs or expenses related to the Québec Line or
arising under the TransÉnergie OATT, except as provided in Section 4.3.1 or Section 7.4.2.

Section 5.8. Continuity of Rights and Responsibilities. Unless otherwise
agreed in writing by the Parties or prohibited by Applicable Law, the Parties shall continue to
provide service and honor commitments under this Agreement and continue to make payments in
accordance with this Agreement pending resolution of any bona fide Impasse or other Dispute
hereunder or relating hereto.

ARTICLE 6

PROCEDURES FOR OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF
THE NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LINE

Section 6.1. Transmission Operating Agreement; ISO-NE Operational Control.

(a) Prior to entering into the Transmission Operating
Agreement, Owner shall consult with the Management Committee with respect to the proposed
terms and conditions thereof. The Management Committee shall promptly provide comments,
if any, to Owner on such terms and conditions. Owner shall make a good faith effort to take
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into account any comments made by the Management Committee that are consistent with
FERC rules and policies.

(b) As of the Commercial Operation Date, Owner shall transfer
operational control over the Northern Pass Transmission Line, as defined in the Transmission
Operating Agreement, to Transmission Operator in accordance with the Transmission
Operating Agreement. Owner shall provide, and shall direct its Affiliates to provide, such
information as Transmission Operator may require to discharge its obligations under the
Transmission Operating Agreement, and Owner shall comply with the instructions of
Transmission Operator to the extent provided in the Transmission Operating Agreement and
the ISO-NE Tariff. The Parties acknowledge and agree that Owner shall not be in breach of, or
be liable to Purchaser under, this Agreement, and no Owner Default shall occur, as a
consequence of Owner's compliance with such instructions of Transmission Operator; provided
that Owner did not initiate or support instructions that would otherwise breach Owner's
obligations under this Agreement.

Section 6.2. Good Utility Practice; Regulatory and Reliability Requirements.
From and after the Commercial Operation Date, Owner shall (a) provide Firm Transmission
Service and Additional Transmission Service, (b) operate and maintain the Northern Pass
Transmission Line in accordance with Good Utility Practice and in compliance with all
applicable regulatory requirements, including applicable NERC and NPCC reliability standards,
and (c) comply with all applicable operating instructions and manufacturers' warranties. The
costs associated with the discharge by Owner of its obligations under the foregoing clauses (a),
(b) and (c) shall be recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

Section 6.3. Annual Plan and Operating Budget and Multiyear Outlook.

(a) No later than one hundred twenty (120) days before the
start of each Contract Year or, in the case of the first Contract Year during which Owner is
obligated to provide Firm Transmission Service hereunder, no later than one hundred twenty
(120) days before the date Owner reasonably expects the Commercial Operation Date to occur,
Owner shall deliver to the Management Committee the Annual Plan and Operating Budget for
the following Contract Year, along with a non-binding Capital Plan for the following five (5)
Contract Years (a "Multiyear Outlook"). Upon request by the Management Committee, Owner
shall provide the Management Committee with copies of the data, invoices, price sheets and
other information utilized in the preparation of any Annual Plan and Operating Budget and
shall make the personnel responsible for its preparation available during normal business hours
and upon reasonable advance notice to discuss the proposed Annual Plan and Operating Budget
with the Management Committee. Owner shall also provide the Management Committee with
access to, and copies of, all reasonably requested documentation concerning the Multiyear
Outlook.

(b) The Management Committee shall attempt to agree upon
the Annual Plan and Operating Budget within sixty (60) days following its receipt thereof, and
the Management Committee may approve the proposed Annual Plan and Operating Budget in
whole or in part.
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(i) If the Management Committee approves the Annual
Plan and Operating Budget (or any part thereof) the costs associated with the approved activities
shall not be subject to challenge on prudence grounds under Section 8.1.4. Notwithstanding the
foregoing sentence, if the costs incurred by Owner to perform any activity in an approved
Annual Plan and Operating Budget exceed, in the aggregate, the amount in the approved Annual
Plan and Operating Budget for such activity, Purchaser shall then have the right to challenge the
prudence of the costs that exceed such approved amount pursuant to Section 8.1.4.

(ii) If Purchaser's Authorized Representative votes
against the approval of all or any part of the activities set forth in the Annual Plan and Operating
Budget, and Owner nonetheless performs the unapproved activities, Purchaser shall have the
right to challenge the prudence of Owner's expenditures on such unapproved activities pursuant
to Section 8.1.4.

(iii) If Purchaser's Authorized Representative votes
against the approval of all or any part of the activities set forth in the Annual Plan and Operating
Budget, and Owner thereafter chooses not to perform activities that have not been approved,
Owner's failure to undertake any such activities not approved by the Management Committee
shall not constitute a violation of Good Utility Practice or a breach by Owner of its obligations
hereunder with respect to any such activities, and Purchaser shall have no right to recover losses
or damages from, or assert any claim against, Owner as a result of such failure. In addition,
Owner shall have the right to recover from Purchaser, and Purchaser shall pay or reimburse to
Owner, an amount equal to any penalties assessed by FERC, NERC or any other Governmental
Authority for violations of Applicable Law by Owner, its Affiliates or any of its or their third-
party contractors as a result of such failure.

(iv) In the event Owner becomes aware that the
aggregate O&M Costs and Planned CapEx Costs to be incurred during any Contract Year are
likely to exceed the budgeted amounts therefor, as set forth in the Annual Plan and Operating
Budget, by more than fifteen percent (15%), Owner shall promptly notify the Management
Committee. At the request of Purchaser's Manager, Owner shall provide the Management
Committee, as applicable, with access to, and copies of, all reasonably requested documentation
concerning such O&M Costs or Planned CapEx Costs.

(v) The budgeted amounts for O&M Costs and Planned
CapEx Costs, as set forth in any Annual Plan and Operating Budget approved by the
Management Committee or otherwise contemplated by Section 6.2, shall be used to calculate
Transmission Service Payments under the Formula Rate and shall be recoverable under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8, subject to reconciliation, as described in Section 14.2,
to account for differences between the budgeted and actual O&M Costs and Planned CapEx
Costs.

(c) The Management Committee shall also attempt to agree
upon the Multiyear Outlook within sixty (60) days following its receipt thereof solely for the
purpose of redetermining the Determined Cap during the Operation Phase, as contemplated by
Section 17.1.1(d), and the Management Committee may approve the proposed Multiyear
Outlook in whole or in part. If an Impasse occurs with respect to the proposed Multiyear
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Outlook, then the Impasse shall be resolved in accordance with Section 18.1(b) solely for the
purpose of redetermining the Determined Cap during the Operation Phase, as contemplated by
Section 17.1.1(d). The Capital Plan for any Contract Year shall not be deemed to be imprudent
solely on the basis that such Capital Plan varied from any Multiyear Outlook that included such
Contract Year. Purchaser shall not waive any right to challenge the prudence of any Capital
Plan for any Contract Year solely on the basis that the Management Committee approved any
Multiyear Outlook that included such Contract Year.

Section 6.4. Estimated Wind-Down Costs.

(a) Beginning on the date on which the first Annual Plan and
Operating Budget is delivered to the Management Committee under Section 6.3 and thereafter
concurrently with the delivery of every third (3rd) Annual Plan and Operating Budget
subsequently delivered to the Management Committee under Section 6.3, Owner shall prepare
and submit to Purchaser an estimate of the Estimated Wind-Down Costs as of the upcoming
Redetermination Date. Owner shall provide Purchaser with access to, and copies of, all
reasonably requested documentation concerning the Estimated Wind-Down Costs.

(b) If Purchaser believes that the Estimated Wind-Down Costs
are incorrect or inconsistent with the standard set forth in the definition thereof, then Purchaser
shall have the right to submit the matter to the Management Committee for resolution solely for
the purpose of redetermining the Determined Cap during the Operation Phase, as contemplated
by Section 17.1.1(d). If an Impasse occurs with respect to such matter, then the matter shall be
resolved in accordance with Section 18.1(b) solely for the purpose of redetermining the
Determined Cap during the Operation Phase, as contemplated by Section 17.1.1(d).

Section 6.5. Scheduled Maintenance. Unless approved by the Management
Committee, or unless the Transmission Operator or TransÉnergie requires otherwise, Owner
shall not perform or otherwise undertake, and shall cause third parties not to perform or
otherwise undertake, any scheduled maintenance or capital project with respect to the Northern
Pass Transmission Line that requires any interruption or reduction of scheduling rights over the
Northern Pass Transmission Line during the months of January, February, March, June, July,
August, September and December.

Section 6.6. Extraordinary Capital Expenditures.

(a) In the event Owner determines that any Extraordinary
CapEx is required, Owner shall promptly notify the Management Committee and deliver to it
information relating to the cost and expected scope and nature of the Extraordinary CapEx,
including any expected outages and overhauls of the Northern Pass Transmission Line
associated therewith (the "Extraordinary CapEx Plan"). At the request of Purchaser's Manager,
Owner shall provide the Management Committee with access to, and copies of, all reasonably
requested documentation concerning such Extraordinary CapEx Plan.

(b) The Management Committee shall attempt to agree upon
any Extraordinary CapEx Plan as soon as practicable after its receipt thereof, and the
Management Committee may approve the proposed Extraordinary CapEx Plan in whole or in
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part; provided, however, that, subject to Purchaser's rights under Section 8.1.4, no Management
Committee approval shall be required for any Extraordinary CapEx Plan that does not exceed
One Million Dollars ($1,000,000).

(c) Section 6.3(b)(i), Section 6.3(b)(ii) and Section 6.3(b)(iii)
shall apply mutatis mutandis to costs incurred by Owner to perform Extraordinary CapEx that
is approved or not approved by the Management Committee.

(d) Any Extraordinary CapEx Plan shall be used to calculate
Transmission Service Payments under the Formula Rate and the costs set forth therein shall be
recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8, subject to reconciliation, as
described in Section 14.2, to account for differences between the budgeted and actual
Extraordinary CapEx Costs.

Section 6.7. Record of Management Committee Decisions. The minutes for
any meeting at which a vote was held with respect to a proposed Annual Plan and Operating
Budget or Extraordinary CapEx Plan, as applicable, or any unanimous written consent in lieu
thereof, shall expressly set forth in reasonable detail the grounds on which Purchaser's
Authorized Representative disapproved of any maintenance or capital expenditure set forth in
such Annual Plan and Operating Budget or Extraordinary CapEx Plan, as applicable, and the
reasons therefor.

ARTICLE 7

PURCHASER'S TRANSMISSION RIGHTS OVER THE NORTHERN PASS
TRANSMISSION LINE

Section 7.1. Transmission Service.

Section 7.1.1. Firm Transmission Service. Owner shall make available to
Purchaser, from and after the Commercial Operation Date, transmission capacity on the Northern
Pass Transmission Line in order to deliver electrical energy, as scheduled by Purchaser or by a
third party under the resale provisions of Article 10, in an amount equal to the Contract Capacity
("Firm Transmission Service"). Firm Transmission Service shall be made available over the
Northern Pass Transmission Line at any time from and after the Commercial Operation Date, in
a north-to-south and south-to-north direction, between the U.S. Border and the Delivery Point.
Firm Transmission Service shall be subject to curtailment or interruption only as a result of an
Excused Outage or as provided in Section 15.3(b). Without limiting Owner's obligations under
this Section 7.1.1, the quantity of Firm Transmission Service that Owner will provide in any hour
shall not exceed the Total Transfer Capability for such hour.

Section 7.1.2. Additional Transmission Service. To the extent (a)
transmission capacity in excess of the Contract Capacity in a north-to-south or south-to-north
direction is necessarily incidental to the design, engineering, construction or operation of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line, as described in this Agreement, and (b) ISO-NE permits the
scheduling of transmission service using such incidental transmission capacity during any hour
(or such other permissible scheduling period adopted by ISO-NE), then Owner shall make
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available to Purchaser, from and after the Commercial Operation Date, non-firm transmission
service in an amount equal to such incidental transmission capacity ("Additional Transmission
Service"). Additional Transmission Service shall be subject to curtailment or interruption by
ISO-NE in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff or upon determination by the Management
Committee that the provision of the Additional Transmission Service would degrade the
provision of Firm Transmission Service. For the avoidance of doubt, the unavailability of, or
any curtailment or interruption in, all or any portion of Additional Transmission Service shall not
constitute an Excused Outage under Section 7.3 or Non-Excused Outage under Section 7.4, and
any such unavailability, curtailment or interruption shall not affect the calculation of the size of
any Excused Outage under Section 7.3 or Non-Excused Outage under Section 7.4.

Section 7.1.3. Limitation on Transmission Service. Owner shall have no
obligation to provide transmission service under this Agreement other than Firm Transmission
Service and Additional Transmission Service. Purchaser shall have no right to redirect service to
alternate points of delivery or receipt on any portion of the transmission system operated by ISO-
NE other than the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

Section 7.1.4. Scheduling. All Firm Transmission Service and Additional
Transmission Service shall be scheduled in accordance with the rules relating to the scheduling
of electrical energy or capacity transactions over the Northern Pass Transmission Line, as
established under the Transmission Operating Agreement (the "Scheduling Rules").

Section 7.1.5. Owner's Cooperation.

(a) Without limiting the generality of Owner's express
obligations under Section 7.1.1 and Section 7.1.2, but subject to the limitations provided in
Section 11.2(c), to the extent permitted by the FERC Authorization and ISO-NE Rules and
consistent with Good Utility Practice, at Purchaser's reasonable request, Owner shall cooperate
with Purchaser and ISO-NE in order to permit Purchaser to realize the full reliability and
economic benefits intended under this Agreement.

(b) Owner shall provide Purchaser with notice of any FERC
regulatory proceedings to which Owner is a party promptly after Owner becomes aware of any
such proceeding. Owner shall not take any position in such proceeding that is inconsistent with
its obligations under this Agreement.

Section 7.2. Damages Under Third Party Contracts.

(a) Subject to the rights of any Financing Party, if and to the
extent Owner receives or is entitled to receive damages, whether liquidated or otherwise, or
other amounts payable in connection with a third party's breach of its obligations under, or
termination (for whatever reason) of, any Construction Contract (including any Construction
Contract with Hydro-Québec Contractor) or other contract (including any contract with the
OASIS Administrator) entered into in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line or
the AC Upgrades, Owner shall credit the amounts received by Owner to Purchaser under the
Formula Rate, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other expenses incurred by
Owner in connection with the receipt and final collection of such amounts.
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(b) Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts to pursue
the collection or recovery of any such amounts and otherwise seek to enforce its rights under
any Construction Contract (including any Construction Contract with Hydro-Québec
Contractor), insurance policy or other third-party contract (including any contract with an
Affiliate of Northeast Utilities or NSTAR) entered into by Owner in connection with the
Northern Pass Transmission Line or the AC Upgrades.

Section 7.3. Excused Outages or Reductions.

(a) Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, Owner
shall not be in breach of, or be liable to Purchaser for any losses or damages under, this
Agreement, and no Owner Default shall occur, as a consequence of an Excused Outage.
"Excused Outages" means any outages of the Northern Pass Transmission Line or reductions in
the Total Transfer Capability below the Contract Capacity (whether as a result of a physical
condition, legal impediment or otherwise), if and to the extent due to any reason other than
Owner's failure to (i) exercise Good Utility Practice or (ii) otherwise discharge its obligations
under this Agreement.

(b) For the avoidance of doubt, Excused Outages shall include
outages of the Northern Pass Transmission Line or reductions in the Total Transfer Capability
below the Contract Capacity due to the following events, but only to the extent they satisfy the
definition set forth in last sentence of clause (a) above:

(i) Events of Force Majeure;

(ii) Scheduled maintenance, if and to the extent
required to discharge Owner's obligations under Section 6.2 or Section 5.4 and consistent with
Owner's obligations under Section 6.5;

(iii) Outages or reductions in the use or availability of
transmission lines other than the Northern Pass Transmission Line;

(iv) Decisions of TransÉnergie or conditions in the
electric system located in the Province of Québec, including the unavailability of the Québec
Line, in whole or in part; and

(v) Decisions of ISO-NE, including a decision to
reduce or suspend the scheduling rights over the Northern Pass Transmission Line as a result of
any grid reliability issue or to preserve facilities and equipment from physical damage.

(c) Purchaser shall be obligated, during any Excused Outage,
to pay the Transmission Service Payment in accordance with Article 8 and Article 14 to the
same extent as if such Excused Outage had not occurred, except as provided in Section 16.4 for
any Extended Outage. Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts to (i) seek to avoid and
(ii) mitigate or remedy any Excused Outage in a commercially reasonable timeframe consistent
with Good Utility Practice.
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Section 7.4. Non-Excused Outages or Reductions.

Section 7.4.1. Reduction in Transmission Service Payments. Unless
otherwise excused under Section 7.3 or Article 16, if and to the extent an outage of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line or reduction in the Total Transfer Capability below the Contract
Capacity (whether as a result of a physical condition, legal impediment or otherwise) is due to
Owner's failure to (a) exercise Good Utility Practice or (b) otherwise discharge its obligations
hereunder (a "Non-Excused Outage"), the Transmission Service Payment for such period shall be
reduced by an amount that bears the same ratio to the Transmission Service Payment as the
amount of unavailable transmission capacity resulting from such Non-Excused Outage bears to
the Contract Capacity and Owner shall have no right to recover such amounts. Any Dispute over
whether or not or to what extent a Non-Excused Outage has occurred shall be resolved in
accordance with Article 18. For the avoidance of doubt, pending resolution of any such Dispute,
Purchaser's right, pursuant to this Section 7.4.1, to any reduction in the Transmission Service
Payments shall be suspended.

Section 7.4.2. Québec Damages. In addition to the reduction in
Transmission Service Payments contemplated by Section 7.4.1, Purchaser shall have the right to
recover from Owner, and Owner shall pay or reimburse to Purchaser, for each month (or part
thereof) of any Non-Excused Outage, an amount equal to the OATT Payment with respect to
such month (or part thereof) or, to the extent Purchaser acquires replacement transmission
service during such month (or part thereof), the Replacement Transmission Cost for the replaced
transmission capacity, if less expensive than such OATT Payment (the "Québec Damages");
provided, however, that Owner's liability to Purchaser for any Québec Damages shall not
commence unless and until such time as the aggregate amount of unavailable transmission
capacity resulting from Non-Excused Outages (which amount shall be converted to, and
expressed in, megawatt-hours) exceeds the Initial Allowance in any Contract Year; provided,
further, however, that, with respect to any Non-Excused Outage, Owner's maximum liability to
Purchaser for any Québec Damages that are related to such Non-Excused Outage (regardless of
the duration of such Non-Excused Outage) shall not exceed, in the aggregate, an amount
equivalent to the sum of the OATT Payments for the period commencing on the later to occur of
(i) the first date of such Non-Excused Outage and (ii) the date on which the aggregate amount of
unavailable transmission capacity that is attributable to Non-Excused Outages (expressed in
megawatt-hours) exceeds the Initial Allowance in any Contract Year and ending six (6) months
thereafter or upon the earlier termination of this Agreement pursuant to its terms. Any such
Québec Damages, when taken as a whole, shall not exceed the amounts that would have been
owed by a Person other than an Affiliate of TransÉnergie in a comparable arm's-length
transaction or arrangement under the TransÉnergie OATT. Purchaser shall use commercially
reasonable efforts to cause HQP to mitigate the amount of any Québec Damages. At Owner's
reasonable request, Purchaser shall make available to Owner any information reasonably
necessary to support the amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner pursuant to this Section 7.4.2.

Section 7.4.3. Liquidated Damages. The Parties acknowledge and agree
that the modification of Purchaser's payment obligations pursuant to Section 7.4.1 and the
payment of amounts by Owner to Purchaser under Section 7.4.2 are an appropriate remedy and
that any such modification or payment does not constitute a forfeiture or penalty of any kind.
The Parties further acknowledge and agree that the damages for a Non-Excused Outage are
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difficult or impossible to determine and that the damages calculated hereunder constitute a
reasonable approximation of the harm or loss to Purchaser as a result thereof.

Section 7.4.4. Sole and Exclusive Remedy. Subject to the discharge by
Owner of its obligations under Section 5.7(a), the rights provided in Section 3.3.12 and this
Section 7.4 shall collectively be the sole and exclusive remedy of Purchaser with respect to a
Non-Excused Outage. The foregoing sentence shall not be construed in any way to limit (a)
Purchaser's right to recover any costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees)
reasonably incurred by Purchaser to recover any amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner under
this Agreement, (b) Purchaser's rights and remedies under the Purchaser's Security Documents or
Owner Guaranty or against Purchaser's Lien or any other financial assurances held by Purchaser
or (c) Purchaser's right to recover payment of any indemnification obligations of Owner to
Purchaser pursuant to Section 21.2.

Section 7.5. Metering. Metering and telemetering requirements for the
Northern Pass Transmission Line shall be established by the Management Committee in
accordance with Good Utility Practice and as necessary to (a) accomplish the purposes of, and to
implement and administer, this Agreement and (b) satisfy the requirements of, and to implement
and administer, the Interconnection Agreement and the Transmission Operating Agreement. If
an Impasse occurs with respect to such metering and telemetering requirements, then the matter
shall be resolved in accordance with Section 18.1(b). All costs incurred by Owner in connection
with metering and telemetering for the Northern Pass Transmission Line shall be recoverable
under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

ARTICLE 8

PAYMENT FOR TRANSMISSION SERVICE OVER THE NORTHERN PASS
TRANSMISSION LINE

Section 8.1. Transmission Service Payment; Application of Formula Rate.

Section 8.1.1. Letter Agreement. In the event this Agreement is
terminated under Section 3.3.2, Owner's right to recover from Purchaser any costs or expenses
incurred by Owner in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line shall be as provided
in the Letter Agreement and subject to FERC approval, and Purchaser shall have no obligation
for any charges under this Agreement (other than as provided in the Letter Agreement).

Section 8.1.2. Charges under the Formula Rate.

(a) Prior to the Commercial Operation Date, Owner shall not
invoice Purchaser for any Transmission Service Payments hereunder.

(b) From and after the Commercial Operation Date, unless
expressly excluded under the terms and conditions of this Agreement, Purchaser shall pay all
charges, as calculated pursuant to the Formula Rate, which charges shall be payable on a
monthly basis in accordance with Article 14 (the "Transmission Service Payment"). Owner
shall not invoice Purchaser for, and Purchaser shall have no obligation to pay, any charges that
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are not recoverable under the Formula Rate, except (i) as contemplated by Section 8.1.1, (ii) for
amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3, Section 3.4, Section 9.3.3(c), Section
9.3.4 or Section 9.3.5(d), (iii) for damages that may be recovered by Owner under this
Agreement as a result of a Purchaser Default, (iv) for any costs or expenses (including
reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by Owner to recover any amounts owed to
Owner by Purchaser under this Agreement or to secure the release of Purchaser's Lien and the
Purchaser's Security Documents or other security or performance assurance provided by or on
behalf of Owner after the later to occur of the end of the Term or the date on which any accrued
but unpaid payment obligation of Owner to Purchaser hereunder shall have been fully, finally
and indefeasibly satisfied, (v) for fees and expenses reasonably incurred by Owner in enforcing
Purchaser's participation obligation pursuant to Section 18.3.5, or (vi) for payment of any
indemnification obligations of Purchaser to Owner pursuant to Section 21.1.

(c) Transmission Service Payments calculated under the
Formula Rate shall be based upon a projected cost-of-service calculation. The Formula Rate
shall be reconciled with actual costs on an annual basis in accordance with Section 14.2.

(d) If and when the Construction Phase occurs, the Letter
Agreement shall terminate immediately without further action of the Parties, and commencing
on the Commercial Operation Date, (i) all Construction Costs incurred during the Development
Phase shall be included in the Formula Rate, together with AFUDC, as accrued thereon in
accordance with clause (e)(ii) below, but subject to Section 4.3.1, and (ii) all Pre-COD
Expenses shall be included in the Formula Rate, together with Carrying Charges, as accrued
thereon in accordance with clause (e)(iii) below, but subject to Section 4.3.1.

(e) For purposes of calculating the Transmission Service
Payment under the Formula Rate, (i) depreciation shall not be included before the Commercial
Operation Date; (ii) AFUDC shall be accrued on all capital costs that were incurred during the
Development Phase and Construction Phase and that are recoverable under the Formula Rate,
such that recovery of a return on such capital costs, together with AFUDC accrued thereon,
shall commence on the Commercial Operation Date (except as otherwise contemplated in
Section 3.3 with respect to the recovery of costs and AFUDC following termination of this
Agreement); and (iii) commencing on the date on which the Development Phase begins, Owner
shall establish a regulatory asset that will include all Pre-COD Expenses, together with carrying
charges on the regulatory asset at Owner's weighted cost of capital (as calculated under the
Formula Rate) ("Carrying Charges") from the date on which the regulatory asset is established
until the regulatory asset is fully amortized, and shall amortize such regulatory asset over a
three (3)-year period commencing on the Commercial Operation Date.

(f) Owner shall seek FERC approval or acceptance to permit
Owner to include in the regulatory asset described in clause (e)(iii) above all AC Upgrade
Costs associated with the AC Upgrades placed-in-service before the Commercial Operation
Date.

Section 8.1.3. Purchaser's Costs. Except as expressly contemplated by
this Agreement for (a) any damages suffered by Purchaser as a result of an Owner Default, (b)
any costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by Purchaser to
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recover any amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner under this Agreement or to secure the release
of any Purchaser Guaranty or other security or performance assurance provided by or on behalf
of Purchaser after the later to occur of the end of the Term or the date on which any accrued but
unpaid payment obligation of Purchaser to Owner hereunder shall have been fully, finally and
indefeasibly satisfied, (c) fees and expenses reasonably incurred by Purchaser in enforcing
Owner's participation obligation pursuant to Section 18.3.5 or (d) any indemnification
obligations of Owner to Purchaser pursuant to Section 21.2, Owner shall have no liability to
Purchaser or its Affiliates for any costs, expenses or charges incurred by Purchaser in connection
with this Agreement.

Section 8.1.4. Challenges to Inclusion of Charges under the Formula Rate.
Owner's right to recover any costs or expenses under the Formula Rate, and Purchaser's liability
for such costs or expenses under this Agreement, shall be subject to the following provisions:

(a) The Formula Rate shall only include costs and expenses
that were prudently incurred; provided that a rebuttable presumption shall exist that all costs
and expenses included in the Formula Rate were prudently incurred, and nothing contained
herein shall be construed to alter the burdens of proof and going forward, as set forth in clause
(b) below.

(b) Subject to Section 18.2, Purchaser shall have the right to
challenge the prudency of any costs or expenses that Owner seeks to recover from Purchaser
under this Agreement by filing a pleading with FERC seeking to omit from the Transmission
Service Payments calculated under the Formula Rate any costs or expenses included in the
Formula Rate that were not prudently incurred. Such prudency challenge shall be made
pursuant to Sections 306 and 309 of the Federal Power Act to invoke FERC's retained authority
to investigate and order refunds with respect to any imprudent charges sought to be recovered
under the Formula Rate. Any proceeding initiated by Purchaser to challenge the prudency of
Owner's costs and expenses shall be conducted using the same standards and in accordance
with the same procedures that FERC would normally apply to prudency challenges. Further, a
rebuttable presumption shall exist that all costs and expenses included in the Formula Rate
were prudently incurred; provided, however, that once Purchaser has met its initial burden to
show that a cost or expense was not prudently incurred, the burden shall then shift back to
Owner to prove that such cost or expense was prudently incurred. The Parties specifically
intend and acknowledge and agree that, if FERC determines that any amount included in the
Formula Rate was not prudently incurred, then such amount may be excluded from the Formula
Rate effective as of the date such amount was first included in Owner's FERC account(s) that
comprise the Formula Rate.

(c) Notwithstanding clauses (a) and (b) above, Purchaser
acknowledges and agrees that no prudency challenge shall be permitted with respect to (i) any
cost or expense to the extent approved by the Management Committee, including pursuant to
Section 5.2.1(b), Section 5.2.2(b), Section 5.3(a), Section 6.3(b), Section 6.6(b), Section
9.3.2(b), Section 16.3(b) and Section 16.3(c), but excluding Section 5.2.3, Section 6.3(c) or
Section 6.4, or agreed to in writing by Purchaser or (ii) any cost or expense established
pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3, other than any cost or expense so
established as a result of an Impasse under Section 5.2.3, Section 6.3(c) or Section 6.4.
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Purchaser further acknowledges and agrees that its right to challenge any costs under this
Section 8.1.4 shall be subject to Section 14.3(b).

(d) Subject to Section 5.5 and Section 6.3(b)(iii), in no event
shall any (i) penalties assessed by FERC, NERC or any other Governmental Authority for any
violation of Applicable Law by Owner, its Affiliates or any of its or their third-party
contractors or (ii) payments made to settle allegations of such violations be recoverable under
the Formula Rate, unless the Management Committee shall have approved, or Purchaser shall
have agreed in writing to reimburse Owner for, such amounts.

(e) This Section 8.1.4 shall not be construed in any way to
limit any other rights Purchaser may have to file for relief with FERC pursuant to Section 18.2.

Section 8.1.5. Challenges to Application of Formula Rate. If, as a result
of the audit of Owner's application of the Formula Rate or for any other reason, Purchaser
believes that Owner has miscalculated or incorrectly included charges under the Formula Rate,
Purchaser shall then have the right to submit the matter to the Management Committee for
resolution under Section 18.1(a). If an Impasse occurs with respect to such matter, Purchaser
shall then have the right to file a complaint with FERC seeking an order requiring Owner to
comply with the Formula Rate, as its filed tariff.

Section 8.2. Service Life. For purposes of calculating the Transmission Service
Payments under the Formula Rate, (a) the depreciable life of any depreciable asset comprising
part of the Northern Pass Transmission Line as of the Commercial Operation Date shall be equal
to forty (40) years, and (b) the depreciable life of a capital addition that is placed-in-service after
the Commercial Operation Date shall be equal to the lesser of (i) its economic life and (ii) the
remaining Term as of the placed-in-service date.

Section 8.3. Capital Structure.

(a) From and after the Development Phase, Owner shall use
commercially reasonable efforts to maintain a Capital Structure equal to 50-50.

(b) Notwithstanding clause (a) above, at all times during the
Term, the Capital Structure for purposes of calculating Transmission Service Payments under
the Formula Rate shall be equal to 50-50.

Section 8.4. Return on Equity.

(a) The return on equity ("ROE") used in the Formula Rate to
accrue AFUDC prior to the Commercial Operation Date and to calculate the weighted cost of
capital for the Carrying Charges on the regulatory asset established pursuant to Section
8.1.2(e)(iii) shall be twelve and fifty-six one-hundredth percent (12.56%).

(b) Upon Commercial Operation, the ROE shall be adjusted to
equal (i) the Base ROE, plus (ii) an adder equal to the lesser of (A) one hundred forty-two (142)
basis points and (B) an amount that would not cause the total ROE to exceed the applicable
zone of reasonableness for such Regional Transmission Service, as established in the most
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recent rate order for such service. In the event the Base ROE for Regional Transmission
Service using the transmission facilities of Northeast Utilities or NSTAR is no longer based
upon a single, regional Base ROE, Owner shall make a filing under Section 205 of the Federal
Power Act to establish the ROE applicable to service under this Agreement that includes the
adder set forth above; provided, however, that Owner shall delay such FERC filing for a period
not less than thirty (30) days, but not to exceed sixty (60) days, to provide time for the Parties
to negotiate the ROE to be applicable to service under this Agreement. The Parties
acknowledge and agree that Purchaser shall have the right to challenge any FERC filing made
under Section 205 of the Federal Power Act with respect to a replacement for the Base ROE,
unless Purchaser shall have agreed in writing to the ROE set forth in such filing.

Section 8.5. Cost Recovery of AC Upgrades.

(a) The Parties acknowledge and agree that the AC Upgrades
will be constructed and owned by the AC Upgrade Owners. Owner shall enter into a facilities
agreement with each such AC Upgrade Owner to pay the costs to design, license, construct and
operate such AC Upgrades (each, a "Facilities Agreement").

(b) Prior to executing any Facilities Agreement, Owner shall
consult with the Management Committee with respect to the proposed terms and conditions
thereof. The Management Committee shall promptly provide comments, if any, to Owner on
such terms and conditions. Owner shall make a good faith effort to take into account any
comments made by the Management Committee that are consistent with FERC rules and
policies. Any Facilities Agreement entered into with an Affiliate of Northeast Utilities or
NSTAR shall be on terms and conditions at least as favorable to Owner, when taken as a whole,
as would have been obtained (at the time entered into) in a comparable arm's-length transaction
or arrangement with a Person other than an Affiliate of Northeast Utilities or NSTAR; provided,
however, that, if such transaction or arrangement has been accepted or approved by FERC or
any other Governmental Authority that specifically reviews the Affiliate relationship in such
transaction or arrangement, then such transaction or arrangement shall be deemed to be a
comparable arm's-length transaction or arrangement.

(c) All amounts incurred by Owner under the Facilities
Agreement ("AC Upgrade Costs") shall be recovered as expenses under the Formula Rate in
accordance with Article 8. Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, the AC Upgrade Costs
under any Facilities Agreement entered into with an Affiliate of Northeast Utilities or NSTAR
shall not exceed the costs and expenses that would have been incurred by Owner if the AC
Upgrade Costs were directly incurred by Owner and recovered pursuant to the Formula Rate in
accordance with this Agreement.

(d) Owner shall coordinate with the AC Upgrade Owners and
ISO-NE as necessary to obtain for Purchaser the Other Transmission Rights under the ISO-NE
Tariff that are associated with, or issued in connection with, the AC Upgrades, the costs of
which AC Upgrades are incurred by Owner and recovered from Purchaser in accordance with
this Agreement.
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(e) In the event ISO-NE determines that all or any portion of
the AC Upgrade Costs are eligible to be included in Regional Rates, Purchaser shall have the
right, exercisable in its sole discretion, to continue to bear responsibility under this Agreement
for all or any portion of the AC Upgrade Costs, in which case Purchaser shall continue to be
entitled, in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff, to all or any portion of the Other Transmission
Rights that are associated with, or issued in connection with, Purchaser's continued
responsibility for such AC Upgrade Costs.

Section 8.6. Transfer and Cost Recovery of AC Line.

(a) The AC Line shall be initially owned by Owner. AFUDC
or Carrying Charges, as applicable, shall be accrued on the costs and expenses that are incurred
by Owner in connection with the AC Line in accordance with Section 8.1.2(e)(ii) or Section
8.1.2(e)(iii), and, commencing on the Commercial Operation Date, such costs and expenses,
together with AFUDC or Carrying Charges, as applicable, accrued thereon, shall be
recoverable under the Formula Rate (i) in the same manner as the costs and expenses that are
incurred by Owner in connection with the HVDC Line and (ii) otherwise in accordance with
Article 8, except, in each case, as otherwise provided in clause (e) below.

(b) In the event all or any portion of the AC Line, for all or any
part of the Term, meets the criteria for Pool Transmission Facilities ("PTF") (as those criteria
and term are defined in the ISO-NE Tariff), Owner shall have the right, in its sole discretion, to
transfer ownership of any such PTF portion of the AC Line to its Affiliate, PSNH, in
accordance with this Section 8.6.

(c) In connection with any such transfer of ownership, Owner
shall enter into an agreement with PSNH ("AC Line Agreement") pursuant to which Owner
shall, subject to clause (e) below, (i) pay all costs and expenses (including unrecovered return
on capital investment) that (A) have been or will be incurred in connection with such
transferred portion of the AC Line, (B) have not been previously recovered under this
Agreement, and (C) are not and will not be included in Regional Rates. To the extent not
included in Regional Rates, such costs and expenses shall include those necessary for
Purchaser's eligibility, in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff, for the Other Transmission
Rights that are associated with, or issued in connection with, the AC Line. Pursuant to the AC
Line Agreement, Owner shall acquire sufficient rights with respect to such PTF portion of the
AC Line to permit Owner to discharge its obligations under this clause (c) and Purchaser to
exercise its rights under clause (f) below.

(d) Purchaser shall have the right to participate in the
negotiation of the AC Line Agreement, and the Parties shall attempt to reach agreement on the
rates, terms and conditions thereof, consistent with the parameters set forth in this Section 8.6.
In the event the Parties fail to reach agreement with PSNH on the rates, terms and conditions of
the AC Line Agreement within sixty (60) days following the commencement of such
negotiations, Owner shall unilaterally file the AC Line Agreement with FERC in unexecuted
form pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act, and Purchaser shall have the right to
contest any of the rates, terms and conditions thereof, consistent with the parameters set forth in
this Section 8.6, or to seek changes to the AC Line Agreement pursuant to Section 206 of the
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Federal Power Act, consistent with the parameters set forth in this Section 8.6. Except as
provided in the foregoing sentence, and consistent with the terms of clause (b) above, Purchaser
shall not have the right to oppose the transfer by Owner of ownership of any PTF portion of the
AC Line to PSNH.

(e) All amounts incurred by Owner under the AC Line
Agreement shall be recovered as expenses under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.
Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, such amounts shall not exceed the costs and expenses
that would have been incurred by Owner if the AC Line were still owned by Owner and such
amounts were recovered pursuant to the Formula Rate in accordance with this Agreement. In
no event shall Owner have the right to recover any return on investment associated with any
PTF portion of the AC Line transferred to PSNH that is higher than the ROE established in
Section 8.4.

(f) Upon a reasoned basis, Purchaser may request that Owner
or PSNH, whichever is the owner of the AC Line (such party, "AC Line Owner"), determine
and inform Purchaser of whether or not the costs and expenses associated with all or any
portion of the AC Line should be included in Regional Rates. If AC Line Owner determines
that such Regional Rate treatment is consistent with AC Line Owner's obligations and
representations to FERC, other Governmental Authorities and AC Line Owner's Affiliates, then
AC Line Owner shall submit such request to ISO-NE within ninety (90) days after the receipt
by Owner of the request described in the first sentence of this clause (f). If ISO-NE
subsequently determines that the costs and expenses associated with all or any portion of the
AC Line are eligible to be included in Regional Rates, then Purchaser shall have the right,
exercisable in its sole discretion, to take either of the following actions:

(i) Accept such Regional Rate treatment; or

(ii) Continue to bear responsibility under this
Agreement for all or any portion of the costs and expenses associated with the transferred portion
of the AC Line, in which case Purchaser shall be entitled, in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff,
to all or any portion of the Other Transmission Rights that are associated with, or issued in
connection with, Purchaser's continued responsibility for such costs and expenses.

Owner and its Affiliates assume no obligations under this Agreement to advocate, with ISO-NE,
NEPOOL or otherwise, for the Regional Rate treatment of all or any portion of the AC Line, and
neither Owner nor its Affiliates shall have any liability to Purchaser if all or any portion of the
AC Line does not receive such Regional Rate treatment. If AC Line Owner determines that it
will not submit or support a request to ISO-NE for such Regional Rate treatment, then Owner
shall notify Purchaser in writing of such decision within ninety (90) days after the receipt by
Owner of the request described in the first sentence of this clause (f). Following the end of such
ninety (90)-day period, Purchaser shall have the right to file a complaint with FERC seeking an
order requiring such Regional Rate treatment.

(g) From and after the transfer to PSNH of those portions of
the AC Line designated as PTF by ISO-NE, the following provisions shall apply for all
purposes under this Agreement for the remainder of the Term:
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(i) If the entirety of the AC Line has been designated
PTF and transferred to PSNH, then the Delivery Point shall be the southern terminus of the
HVDC Line at the DC/AC converter station located near the Webster substation in the City of
Franklin in the State of New Hampshire, and if less than the entirety of the AC Line has been
designated as PTF, then the Management Committee shall determine the appropriate Delivery
Point;

(ii) References to the Northern Pass Transmission Line
shall exclude all portions of the AC Line that have been designated as PTF;

(iii) References to the AC Upgrades, other than
references thereto in Section 8.5, shall include the portions of the AC Line that have been
designated as PTF;

(iv) Transmission service over the portions of the AC
Line designated as PTF shall be provided in accordance with Section II of the ISO-NE Tariff and
not pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement; and

(v) Owner shall continue to maintain the Northern Pass
Transmission Line to the same standard, in accordance with Section 6.2 and Section 6.3, as
existed before the Delivery Point was changed.

ARTICLE 9

RIGHTS UPON EXPIRATION OF TERM

Section 9.1. Rollover Rights.

(a) Unless this Agreement is terminated early under Section
3.3, Section 15.3 or Section 15.4, Purchaser shall have rollover rights at the end of the initial
Term in accordance with Order No. 890 et seq. and the FERC pro forma open access
transmission service tariff, as such rights are defined as of the Effective Date.

(b) If Purchaser chooses to exercise rollover rights in
accordance with clause (a) above, Owner shall then prepare and deliver to Purchaser, no later
than six months after such exercise, an engineering assessment, which shall include an
assessment of (i) the ability of the Northern Pass Transmission Line to operate for the proposed
extended Term, (ii) any upgrades or refurbishment required to support the operation of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line for the proposed extended Term, and (iii) forecasted capital
expenditures over the proposed extended Term. All costs and expenses incurred by Owner in
connection with such engineering assessment shall be recoverable under the Formula Rate in
accordance with Article 8. If such engineering assessment indicates that the Northern Pass
Transmission Line is incapable of providing Firm Transmission Service for the full duration of
the extended Term requested by Purchaser or if the costs required to support the operation of
the Northern Pass Transmission Line for the proposed extended Term are unacceptable to
Purchaser, in its sole discretion, then Purchaser shall have the right, exercisable in its sole
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discretion, to (A) revise its election to reduce the period of the extended Term or (B) waive its
rollover rights.

(c) Owner shall not enter into any contract or other
arrangement for a Subsequent Use that is inconsistent with Purchaser's rollover rights, as
provided herein.

Section 9.2. Reimbursement of Capital Costs. If, following the expiration or
earlier termination of the Term, (a) a third party acquires service over the Northern Pass
Transmission Line, or (b) the Northern Pass Transmission Line is included in Regional Rates
(either event, a "Subsequent Use"), then Owner shall reimburse Purchaser for a pro rata portion
of the costs and expenses associated with each capital addition comprising part of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line that has an expected useful life beyond the end of the Term, as
determined using the ratio of (i) the period of time during which such third party acquires service
over the Northern Pass Transmission Line or, if ISO-NE includes the Northern Pass
Transmission Line in Regional Rates, the remaining useful life of the Northern Pass
Transmission Line following the end of the Term, and (ii) such period of time or remaining
useful life, as applicable, plus the amortization period used to charge Purchaser for such capital
addition. No later than thirty (30) days after Owner has entered into any contract or other
arrangement for a Subsequent Use, Owner shall (A) calculate the reimbursement amount with
respect to such contract or other arrangement, (B) provide a copy of such calculation to
Purchaser, and (C) pay to Purchaser any amounts owed by Owner to Purchaser under this
Section 9.2, together with interest thereon calculated pursuant to Section 14.5(a), in a single
lump sum and in immediately available funds or by wire transfer, in each case, in accordance
with wiring instructions provided to Owner by Purchaser in writing. Any Dispute with respect to
the amount owed to Purchaser under this Section 9.2 shall be resolved in accordance with Article
18.

Section 9.3. Retirement and Decommissioning.

Section 9.3.1. Establishment of Regulatory Asset; Recovery of Net
Decommissioning Costs.

(a) In the event all or a portion of the Northern Pass
Transmission Line is required to be Decommissioned by Applicable Law, Owner shall establish
the Regulatory Asset – Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning), as defined in
Attachment B. At the time Owner files this Agreement with FERC pursuant to Section 2.1(a),
Owner shall also seek FERC approval or acceptance to permit Owner to establish such
regulatory asset.

(b) Unless this Agreement is terminated prior to the expiration
of the Term under Section 3.3 (excluding Section 3.3.7 and Section 3.3.12) or Section 15.3 (in
which case Section 9.3.3(c) shall apply) or under Section 3.3.7 or Section 15.4 (in which case
Section 9.3.3(d) shall apply), promptly after the Decommissioning Plan is approved by the
Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein in
the event of an Impasse with respect thereto), Owner shall calculate the Levelized Monthly
Decommissioning Payment. The "Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment" shall be
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equal to (i) the estimated Net Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in such Decommissioning
Plan (which estimated Net Decommissioning Costs shall be expressed in dollars for the year(s)
during which they are expected to be incurred and then discounted to the present value at the
beginning of the first calendar day after the end of the Decommissioning Payment Period
(regardless of whether or not such day is a Business Day) using a discount factor equal to the
reasonably expected monthly rate of return applied in computing the Levelized Monthly
Decommissioning Payment), multiplied by (ii) the Decommissioning Payment Formula. An
example of this calculation is set forth in Attachment H. Thereafter, the Levelized Monthly
Decommissioning Payment shall not be subject to change (unless such change shall have been
agreed by the Parties or approved by the Management Committee).

(c) Owner shall have the right to make a unilateral filing under
Section 205 of the Federal Power Act to establish a separate rate for the recovery of Net
Decommissioning Costs consistent with this Section 9.3, rather than to recover such Net
Decommissioning Costs under the Formula Rate, and Purchaser shall have the right to challenge
such filing, unless Purchaser shall have agreed in writing on such filing.

Section 9.3.2. Decommissioning Plan.

(a) No later than six (6) months before the commencement of
the Decommissioning Payment Period, or if this Agreement is earlier terminated under Section
3.3 (excluding Section 3.3.7 and Section 3.3.12) or Section 15.3, no later than sixty (60) days
after such termination, Owner shall deliver to the Management Committee a statement that sets
forth in reasonable detail (i) Owner's estimation of (A) the Decommissioning Costs and Salvage
Proceeds and, unless this Agreement is terminated early under Section 3.3 or Section 15.3, the
Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment derived therefrom, and (B) any activities
associated with either thereof and (ii) the scope and frequency of informational progress reports
with respect to the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line, including the
process for the recovery by Owner of its actual Net Decommissioning Costs following the
exhaustion of the Decommissioning Fund prior to the completion of Decommissioning
(collectively, the "Decommissioning Plan"). At the request of Purchaser's Manager, Owner shall
provide the Management Committee with access to, and copies of, all reasonably requested
documentation concerning such Decommissioning Plan.

(b) The Management Committee shall attempt to agree upon
the Decommissioning Plan within sixty (60) days following its receipt thereof, and the
Management Committee may approve the proposed Decommissioning Plan in whole or in part.
If an Impasse occurs with respect to the proposed Decommissioning Plan (or any part thereof),
then the matter shall be resolved pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3.

(c) Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts not to
exceed the estimated amounts set forth in the Decommissioning Plan approved by the
Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein in
the event of an Impasse with respect thereto); provided, however, that all Net Decommissioning
Costs actually incurred by Owner, whether or not set forth in such Decommissioning Plan, shall
be recoverable under this Agreement in accordance with this Section 9.3, subject to (i)
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reallocation upon a Subsequent Use, if any, as described in Section 9.3.4, and (ii) challenge on
prudence grounds, if applicable, as described in Section 9.3.6.

Section 9.3.3. Payment of Decommissioning Costs.

(a) Unless this Agreement is terminated prior to the expiration
of the Term under Section 3.3 (excluding Section 3.3.7 and Section 3.3.12) or Section 15.3 (in
which case clause (c) below shall apply) or under Section 3.3.7 or Section 15.4 (in which case
clause (d) below shall apply), Owner shall include the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning
Payment in the Formula Rate during each of the last sixty (60) months of the Term (excluding
any extension of the Term made after the thirty-fifth (35th) anniversary of the Commercial
Operation Date pursuant to Section 9.1 or Section 16.4) (the "Decommissioning Payment
Period"). If the Management Committee shall not have approved the Decommissioning Plan (or
the Decommissioning Plan shall not have been determined pursuant to the dispute resolution
provisions herein in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto) prior to the commencement of
the Decommissioning Payment Period, then the following provisions shall apply,
notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary:

(i) The Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment
included in the Formula Rate pursuant to this clause (a) shall be equal to (A) the estimated Net
Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in the Decommissioning Plan delivered to the Management
Committee under Section 9.3.2(a), multiplied by (B) the Decommissioning Payment Formula
(each such monthly payment amount, the "Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payment").

(ii) Promptly after the Decommissioning Plan has been
approved by the Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution
provisions herein in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto), but in no event later than thirty
(30) days thereafter, Owner shall complete the following tasks: (A) calculate the Levelized
Monthly Decommissioning Payment in accordance with Section 9.3.1(b); (B) retroactively adjust
all payments previously made by Purchaser with respect to the Decommissioning Payment
Period to reflect the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment rather than the Preliminary
Monthly Decommissioning Payment and (C) thereafter conform all future Invoices to reflect
such Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payments.

(iii) If and to the extent the aggregate Levelized
Monthly Decommissioning Payments owed by Purchaser for the period prior to the date on
which Owner shall have completed the tasks described in clause (a)(ii) above is less than the
aggregate Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payments made by Purchaser for such period,
then, within thirty (30) days after the calculation of the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning
Payment contemplated by clause (a)(ii) above, Owner shall withdraw from the Decommissioning
Fund and refund to Purchaser such overpayment in immediately available funds or by wire
transfer, in each case, in accordance with wiring instructions provided to Owner by Purchaser in
writing. If and to the extent the aggregate Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payments owed
by Purchaser for the period prior to the date on which Owner shall have completed the tasks
described in clause (a)(ii) above is greater than the aggregate Preliminary Monthly
Decommissioning Payments made by Purchaser for such period, then, within thirty (30) days
after a written demand therefor from Owner, Purchaser shall deposit into the Decommissioning

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

63
1014917.31-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

Fund such deficiency in immediately available funds in accordance with the terms and
conditions established by the Management Committee, as contemplated by clause (b) below.
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the withdrawal of any overpayment or the
deposit of any deficiency, in each case, contemplated by this clause (a)(iii) shall not be subject to
the provisions of Section 14.5.

(b) All Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payments and
Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payments, as applicable, included in the Formula Rate
pursuant to clause (a) above and the Decommissioning Estimate described in clause (c) below,
that are, in each case, paid by Purchaser shall be deposited into an external fund created on terms
and conditions established by the Management Committee to protect the interests of each Party
and to ensure that such fund is used for the purposes contemplated by this Agreement (the
"Decommissioning Fund"), until applied to the Net Decommissioning Costs in accordance with
Section 9.3.5(c) or refunded to Purchaser under Section 9.3.5(e).

(c) If this Agreement is terminated prior to the expiration of
the Term under Section 3.3 (excluding Section 3.3.7 and Section 3.3.12) or Section 15.3, then
Purchaser shall deposit into the Decommissioning Fund, an amount equal to (i) the estimated Net
Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in the Decommissioning Plan approved by the Management
Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto) (which estimated Net Decommissioning Costs, solely for the
purpose of calculating the Decommissioning Estimate, shall be expressed in dollars as of the date
on which this Agreement is terminated as if the Decommissioning were to commence as of such
date), less (ii) the balance, if any, in the Decommissioning Fund as of the date such payment is
due (the "Decommissioning Estimate"). Purchaser shall make such payment within thirty (30)
days following the later to occur of (A) the receipt by Purchaser of the Decommissioning Plan
approved by the Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution
provisions herein in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto) and (B) the date on which the
estimated Net Decommissioning Costs have been redetermined, as provided in the immediately
ensuing sentence (the "Decommissioning Payment Date"). If this Agreement is terminated prior
to the expiration of the Term pursuant to Section 3.3 (excluding Section 3.3.7 and Section 3.3.12)
or Section 15.3, but after the Decommissioning Plan has been approved by the Management
Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto), then the Parties shall agree upon modifications to the estimated
Net Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in such Decommissioning Plan, consistent with the first
sentence of this clause (c). Any Dispute with respect to such redetermination shall be resolved
pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3.

(d) If this Agreement is terminated prior to the expiration of
the Term pursuant to Section 3.3.7 or Section 15.4, then Purchaser shall have no liability for any
Decommissioning Costs, and Owner shall refund to Purchaser all amounts remaining in the
Decommissioning Fund no later than sixty (60) days after such termination.

(e) If Hydro-Québec pays to Owner the Decommissioning
Liquidated Damages, as provided in the Purchaser Guaranty, then such payment shall satisfy, in
full, the obligations of Purchaser to pay Decommissioning Costs and Purchaser shall cease to
have (i) any further obligation to pay any Decommissioning Costs hereunder, including under
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Section 9.3.5(d), (ii) any right to any reimbursement, refund or reduction if the actual Net
Decommissioning Costs are less than the Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, including
under Section 9.3.5(e) and (iii) any right to challenge the prudency of the Net Decommissioning
Costs or the Decommissioning Estimate under Section 9.3.6 or otherwise.

Section 9.3.4. Subsequent Use. In the event Owner (a) receives an offer
for a Subsequent Use for service to commence immediately following the expiration or earlier
termination of the Term or at any time thereafter until the Northern Pass Transmission Line has
been fully Decommissioned and (b) desires to accept such offer or otherwise enter into another
arrangement for a Subsequent Use, Owner shall notify Purchaser in writing of the material terms
and conditions of such proposed Subsequent Use and Owner and Purchaser shall negotiate in
good faith with such proposed third-party transmission customer or ISO-NE, as applicable, to
determine the allocation of Net Decommissioning Costs between Purchaser and such proposed
third-party transmission customer or ISO-NE, as applicable. Any Net Decommissioning Costs
allocated to Purchaser shall be fixed by reference to the budgeted amounts for Net
Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in the Decommissioning Plan approved by the Management
Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto), and shall not be subject to any payments or refunds pursuant to
Section 9.3.5(d) or Section 9.3.5(e) with respect to Decommissioning Costs actually incurred by
Owner or Salvage Proceeds actually received by Owner in connection with the
Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line. If the Parties and the proposed third-
party transmission customer or ISO-NE, as applicable, fail to reach agreement on the allocation
of Net Decommissioning Costs between Purchaser and such proposed third-party transmission
customer or ISO-NE, as applicable, within sixty (60) days after the receipt by Purchaser of the
notice described in the first sentence of this Section 9.3.4, then Owner shall make a unilateral
filing under Section 205 of the Federal Power Act to establish such allocation of Net
Decommissioning Costs, consistent with this Section 9.3.4, and Purchaser shall have the right to
challenge such filing. If Owner enters into a contract or other arrangement for such Subsequent
Use, then Owner shall deliver to Purchaser a statement setting forth in reasonable detail the
amount equal to (i) the Net Decommissioning Costs, less (ii) the sum of (A) the reallocated
portion of the Net Decommissioning Costs and (B) the balance, if any, in the Decommissioning
Fund as of the date such statement is due (the "Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance"), within
thirty (30) days after the later to occur of (1) the date on which this Agreement has expired or
otherwise terminated, (2) the date on which Owner has entered into such contract or other
arrangement for such Subsequent Use or (3) provided Owner has made a unilateral filing with
FERC to establish the allocation of Net Decommissioning Costs, the date on which FERC has
issued an order establishing the allocation of Net Decommissioning Costs. If and to the extent
the Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance is less than zero (0), then, concurrently with the
delivery of such statement, Owner shall refund to Purchaser the absolute value of the Purchaser's
Decommissioning Balance, in a single lump sum and in immediately available funds or by wire
transfer, in each case, in accordance with wiring instructions provided to Owner by Purchaser in
writing. If and to the extent the Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance is greater than zero (0),
then Purchaser shall pay the Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance to Owner, in a single lump
sum due thirty (30) days following the receipt by Purchaser of such statement, but otherwise in a
manner consistent with Section 14.1. Either Party may deduct and setoff payment of such
Purchaser's Decommissioning Balance against any accrued but unpaid payment obligation of the
other Party to such Party hereunder.
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Section 9.3.5. Decommissioning Process. The following provisions shall
apply to the Decommissioning of the Northern Pass Transmission Line unless a Subsequent Use
has occurred:

(a) Owner shall complete the Decommissioning of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan, unless
otherwise required by Applicable Law.

(b) In connection with the Decommissioning of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line, Owner shall (i) use commercially reasonable efforts to sell the Project
Assets (other than the Project Assets acquired by Purchaser pursuant to Section 3.5(a)(iii)) at
their fair market value to one or more third parties (which may include Affiliates of Owner) and
(ii) credit the proceeds of such sale, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other
expenses (including storage costs) incurred by Owner in connection with such sale (the "Salvage
Proceeds") against the Decommissioning Costs, and to the extent the Salvage Proceeds exceed
the Decommissioning Costs, against other amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under this
Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, no Project Asset acquired by Purchaser pursuant to
Section 3.5(a)(iii) shall generate any Salvage Proceeds.

(c) Owner shall draw upon the Decommissioning Fund on a
monthly basis for its actual Net Decommissioning Costs. The Decommissioning Fund shall be
administered in all other respects consistent with the terms and conditions established by the
Management Committee for the Decommissioning Fund.

(d) In the event Owner's draws upon the Decommissioning
Fund for its actual Net Decommissioning Costs shall have exhausted the Decommissioning Fund
prior to the completion of Decommissioning, Owner shall thereafter invoice Purchaser on a
monthly basis (unless another interval shall have been agreed by the Parties or approved by the
Management Committee) for Owner's actual Net Decommissioning Costs thereafter incurred
until the Decommissioning has been completed. Owner shall submit such invoices to Purchaser
(in reasonable detail to evidence the basis for individual billings and charges), and Purchaser
shall pay the amounts set forth in such invoices, in each case, in a manner consistent with
Section 14.1 (unless another manner shall have been agreed by the Parties or approved by the
Management Committee). Purchaser's payment of any amounts set forth in such invoices (i)
shall not be deemed to be an acceptance or approval by Purchaser of the correctness or prudency
of the costs reflected therein (provided that nothing herein shall alter the otherwise applicable
burden of proof set forth in Section 8.1.4 for prudency challenges or time limit set forth in
Section 14.3(b), as modified by Section 9.3.6, within which Purchaser has the right to challenge
an invoice) and (ii) shall be without prejudice to any right or remedy that Purchaser may have
under this Agreement, including under Section 9.3.6, to contest any such amount. Purchaser
may deduct and setoff payment of such amounts against any accrued but unpaid payment
obligations of Owner to Purchaser hereunder.

(e) If and to the extent Owner's draws upon the
Decommissioning Fund shall not have exhausted the Decommissioning Fund upon the
completion of Decommissioning, then, within thirty (30) days following the completion of the
Decommissioning, Owner shall refund to Purchaser, in a single lump sum and in immediately
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available funds or by wire transfer, in each case, in accordance with wiring instructions provided
to Owner by Purchaser in writing, the remaining balance in the Decommissioning Fund as of the
date such payment is due. Owner may deduct and setoff payment of such refund against any
accrued but unpaid payment obligations of Purchaser to Owner hereunder.

Section 9.3.6. Prudency Challenges. Unless a Subsequent Use has
occurred and subject to Section 9.3.3(e), Decommissioning Costs actually incurred by Owner
and invoiced to Purchaser as provided in this Section 9.3, and Salvage Proceeds actually received
by Owner and credited against the Decommissioning Costs or against other amounts owed to
Owner by Purchaser under this Agreement, as provided in this Section 9.3, are subject to
Purchaser's right to challenge the prudency of such Decommissioning Costs or Salvage Proceeds
before FERC to the extent such Decommissioning Costs are higher than, or such Salvage
Proceeds are lower than, the budgeted amounts therefor, as set forth in the Decommissioning
Plan approved by the Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the dispute resolution
provisions herein in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto), which prudency challenge
shall be subject, mutatis mutandis, to the procedures and standards set forth in Section 8.1.4. For
purposes of applying the provisions of Section 14.3 to such prudency challenges, all invoices
rendered pursuant to Section 9.3.5(d) shall be deemed to have been rendered on the date the last
such invoice shall have been rendered.

Section 9.3.7. Limitations on the Parties' Decommissioning Rights and
Obligations. The following provisions shall apply, notwithstanding anything herein to the
contrary:

(a) Subject to Section 3.5(a)(iii), following termination of
this Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3.2, the Parties shall have no rights or obligations under
this Section 9.3 or any other provision in this Agreement with respect to the Decommissioning
of the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

(b) If Owner shall have failed to comply with the provisions
of Section 5.1.2(a)(ii)(A), then, subject to Section 3.5(a)(iii), following termination of this
Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3.3, the Parties shall have no rights or obligations under this
Section 9.3 or any other provision in this Agreement with respect to the Decommissioning of
the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

(c) If Owner shall have failed to comply with the provisions
of Section 5.1.2(a)(ii), then, subject to Section 3.5(a)(iii), following termination of this
Agreement pursuant to Section 3.3.5(a), the Parties shall have no rights or obligations under
this Section 9.3 or any other provision in this Agreement with respect to the Decommissioning
of the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

ARTICLE 10

RESALE OF TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Section 10.1. Resale Rights of Purchaser. If and to the extent Purchaser
determines from time to time, and in its sole discretion, that the transmission capacity available
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over the Northern Pass Transmission Line exceeds Purchaser's needs, Purchaser shall then offer
to resell such unused capacity to third parties in accordance with Applicable Law as may then be
in effect (including the terms and conditions of FERC Order No. 890 et seq., if applicable).

Section 10.2. Capacity Releases for Daily and Hourly Use. From and after the
Commercial Operation Date, if and to the extent the Total Transfer Capability of the Northern
Pass Transmission Line exceeds the amount of electrical energy that Purchaser has scheduled for
delivery over the Northern Pass Transmission Line by the applicable scheduling deadline (as in
effect at such time) established pursuant to the Scheduling Rules, then the transmission capacity
that is available for resale to third parties for the following day, and the price at which any such
resales are offered, shall be posted on the OASIS site established pursuant to Section 10.3.

Section 10.3. OASIS.

(a) The Parties shall jointly contract with an independent, non-
affiliated third party (the "OASIS Provider") for use of an OASIS site. The OASIS Provider
shall post the transmission capacity available for resale over the Northern Pass Transmission
Line and schedule related transmission service over the Northern Pass Transmission Line on
such OASIS site in accordance with written instructions that Purchaser or the OASIS
Administrator, as applicable, may provide to the OASIS Provider from time to time. In
connection with any such posting, the Parties shall comply with FERC Order No. 890 et seq. at
all times and shall direct the OASIS Provider to comply with same.

(b) To the extent resales are made available by Purchaser
pursuant to Section 10.1, the OASIS Provider shall post on the OASIS site information
regarding such resales, (i) in accordance with written instructions provided by Purchaser from
time to time and (ii) at a price established by Purchaser from time to time, and in its sole
discretion, as permitted under Applicable Law.

(c) The Parties shall jointly contract with an independent, non-
affiliated third party (the "OASIS Administrator"), which entity may be the same as or different
from the OASIS Provider, to carry out the capacity release functions for daily and hourly
resales set forth in Section 10.2 in a commercially reasonable manner and in compliance with
applicable FERC rules and regulations.

(i) In addition to assigning the responsibility for such
capacity release functions, such contract shall also contain the following provisions, at a
minimum, unless waived by the Management Committee, (A) to the extent neither Party
voluntarily assumes the responsibility to perform Necessary Administrative Functions, the
OASIS Administrator shall be required to perform such functions, (B) the OASIS Administrator
shall be required to use commercially reasonable efforts to collect amounts due but not paid by
any third party in connection with any capacity releases and transmission resales made pursuant
to this Article 10 and (C) the Parties shall have the right to terminate the contract, with or
without cause, within a reasonable timeframe and without damages. The term "Necessary
Administrative Functions" as used herein includes the following functions: entering into
transmission service agreements with third-party assignees; billing and collecting transmission
service payments from third-party assignees; crediting the proceeds of any capacity releases and
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transmission resales to Purchaser; making all required regulatory filings (such as Electronic
Quarterly Reports) with FERC; and performing any other administrative functions relating to
capacity releases, transmission resales or the scheduling of transmission service. Any Dispute
with respect to the selection of an OASIS Administrator or the terms and conditions of a contract
to employ an OASIS Administrator shall be resolved pursuant to the arbitration provisions set
forth in Section 18.3, but any such resolution shall be consistent with the terms of this clause
(c)(i). Following resolution of any such Dispute, the Parties will take such actions as are
reasonably necessary to contract with the OASIS Administrator on the terms and conditions
consistent with the resolution of such Dispute.

(ii) Each Party shall designate a representative, and the
two representatives so designated shall jointly be assigned the responsibility to (A) monitor the
OASIS Administrator's activities, (B) administer the contract entered into by the Parties with the
OASIS Administrator, and (C) provide periodic reports to the Management Committee, as
requested by any Manager, with respect to the performance of the OASIS Administrator.

(iii) The costs incurred pursuant to the contract with the
OASIS Administrator shall be recovered under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8;
provided that Purchaser shall not have the right under Section 8.1.4 to challenge costs incurred
by Owner under a contract with the OASIS Administrator to which Purchaser is a party. Further,
Purchaser shall not have the right under Section 8.1.4 to challenge the prudency of revenues
received from resales or reassignments of transmission capacity to third parties made by the
OASIS Administrator pursuant to clause (c)(i) above and credited to Purchaser under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

(iv) If either Party believes that the OASIS
Administrator is acting in a manner adverse to its interests, such Party shall then have the right to
submit the matter to the Management Committee for resolution. Any Impasse with respect to
such matter shall be resolved pursuant to the arbitration provisions set forth in Section 18.3.
Following resolution of any such Dispute, the Parties will take such actions as are reasonably
necessary to implement the resolution of such Dispute.

(v) Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
preventing a Party from enforcing the terms and conditions of any contract with an OASIS
Administrator, including the recovery of damages against the OASIS Administrator for breach,
non-performance, negligence or other misfeasance in performing the Necessary Administrative
Functions or its other duties thereunder; provided, however, that damages received from the
OASIS Administrator by Owner, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other
expenses incurred by Owner in connection with the receipt and final collection of such amounts,
shall be credited to the Formula Rate pursuant to Article 8 to the extent such damages relate to
costs paid or payable by Purchaser under the Formula Rate or revenue credits for the services of
the OASIS Administrator.

Section 10.4. Proceeds from Capacity Releases and Transmission Resales.
Except as otherwise provided in Section 15.3(b), the proceeds received by Owner of any capacity
releases and transmission resales made pursuant to this Article 10 shall be credited, net of
reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other expenses incurred in connection with
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performance of the functions described in Section 10.2 and Section 10.3, against any
Transmission Service Payment or other amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser for the calendar
month subsequent to the calendar month in which such proceeds were received. Owner shall
have no liability for, or obligation to credit to Purchaser under the Formula Rate, amounts due
but not paid by any third party in connection with any capacity releases and transmission resales
made pursuant to this Article 10.

Section 10.5. Owner's Rights and Obligations. Except as expressly provided in
this Agreement, Owner shall have no right or obligation to offer any transmission service over
the Northern Pass Transmission Line for sale or resale to any Person other than Purchaser.

ARTICLE 11

REAL POWER LOSSES, CONGESTION AND CAPACITY RIGHTS

Section 11.1. Real Power Losses. Purchaser shall be responsible for all Real
Power Losses associated with Firm Transmission Service and Additional Transmission Service
between the U.S. Border and the Delivery Point; provided, however, that, if and to the extent any
Real Power Losses associated with Firm Transmission Service and Additional Transmission
Service between the U.S. Border and the Delivery Point are due to Owner's failure to exercise
Good Utility Practice or otherwise discharge its obligations under this Agreement, such
incremental Real Power Losses shall be treated as Non-Excused Outages for which Owner shall
be liable in accordance with Section 7.4, and the rights and remedies contemplated by Section
7.4, including the rights provided in Section 3.3.12, shall collectively be the sole and exclusive
remedy of Purchaser with respect to any such incremental Real Power Losses as provided in
Section 7.4.4. The assignment of losses associated with the transmission of electric power over
the AC Upgrades shall be determined in accordance with the ISO-NE Rules.

Section 11.2. Other Rights.

(a) Purchaser shall be entitled to the following, without
duplication and without additional cost to Purchaser or compensation to Owner, (i) all Other
Transmission Rights associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line or, to the extent the
costs of which are incurred by Owner and recovered from Purchaser under this Agreement, the
AC Upgrades, in each case, that are issued in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff or otherwise
granted under the ISO-NE Rules, or otherwise created or awarded by ISO-NE, and (ii) all other
Market Products that are issued in accordance with the ISO-NE Tariff or granted under the
ISO-NE Rules, or otherwise created or awarded by ISO-NE, that derive from the acquisition of
transmission service over the Northern Pass Transmission Line. As Owner's sole obligation
under this clause (a), upon its receipt of any of the entitlements or rights described in the
foregoing sentence, Owner shall promptly convey such entitlements or rights to Purchaser.

(b) In the event tie benefits or interconnection capability
credits (or any similar concept) are ever deemed applicable to the Northern Pass Transmission
Line and to the extent allocated to either Party, Purchaser shall be entitled to one hundred
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percent (100%) of the economic benefits associated therewith (however entitled and whether
existing now or in the future), without additional cost to Purchaser or compensation to Owner.

(c) Owner shall have no obligation to support the creation or
establishment of any of the rights described in clauses (a)(ii) and (b) above, but Owner may not
oppose the creation or establishment of any such right, unless otherwise agreed in writing by
Purchaser. Neither Section 2.4 nor the foregoing sentence shall be construed in any way to
limit the right of any Affiliate of Owner to oppose the creation or establishment of any of the
rights described in clauses (a)(ii) and (b) above.

ARTICLE 12

ANCILLARY SERVICES

Section 12.1. Responsibility for Ancillary Services. Purchaser shall be
responsible for any Ancillary Services that are required under the ISO-NE Tariff in connection
with the transmission of electric power over the Northern Pass Transmission Line.
Responsibility for ancillary services that are required under the ISO-NE Tariff in connection
with the transmission of electric power over the AC Upgrades shall be determined in accordance
with the ISO-NE Rules.

Section 12.2. Revenues from Ancillary Services. All revenues received by
Owner in respect of any ancillary services (however defined) associated with the Northern Pass
Transmission Line (other than revenues received in respect of ancillary services associated with
transmission service scheduled for a third-party customer) and, to the extent applicable, the AC
Upgrades shall be credited, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other expenses
incurred by Owner with respect to the provision of such ancillary services, against any amounts
owed to Owner by Purchaser for the calendar month subsequent to the calendar month in which
such revenues were received by Owner.

ARTICLE 13

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Section 13.1. Management Committee. No later than ten (10) days after the
Execution Date, the Parties shall establish a committee ("Management Committee") by
appointment of the Managers, which committee shall (a) coordinate and oversee the
implementation and administration of this Agreement, including matters relating to the Parties'
performance obligations under this Agreement, but excluding decisions that may be made by
either or both of the Parties under the express terms and conditions of this Agreement, (b) bear
responsibility for the matters expressly under the purview of the Management Committee
pursuant to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, and (c) handle any other matters
delegated to the Management Committee by the express written agreement of the Parties. The
ensuing provisions of this Article 13 shall apply to the Management Committee.
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Section 13.2. Appointment and Authority of Managers.

(a) Owner and Purchaser shall each be entitled to appoint one
member to serve on the Management Committee as a voting member (each a "Manager"). In
addition, Owner and Purchaser shall each designate, within ten (10) days after the Execution
Date, an alternate to its Manager (each, an "Alternate Manager") with the authority to serve in
place of, and with the authority of, such Manager solely if such Manager is absent from, or
unavailable to attend, a Management Committee meeting. Owner and Purchaser may also each
appoint such other non-voting members of the Management Committee as such Party deems
advisable to perform the tasks assigned to the Management Committee, and may remove or
replace such non-voting members, in each case, in its sole discretion. Each Party shall
promptly give written notice to the other Party of any change in the business address or
business telephone of its Manager or Alternate Manager (collectively, its "Authorized
Representatives").

(b) Each Authorized Representative shall be an agent of the
Party that designated such Authorized Representative, and subject to Section 13.1 and the next
two sentences, each Authorized Representative shall have the right and authority to bind the
Party such Authorized Representative represents. In respect of the Authorized Representatives,
(i) each Authorized Representative shall have power to act (or refrain from acting) solely in
accordance with the wishes of the Party that designated such Authorized Representative, (ii) the
acts of an Authorized Representative with respect to any matter shall be deemed to be the acts
of the Party that designated such Authorized Representative, and (iii) no Authorized
Representative shall owe (or be deemed to owe) any duty (fiduciary or otherwise) to any Party
other than the Party that designated such Authorized Representative. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, no Authorized Representative, in such capacity, shall have the authority to (A)
amend, waive, revise, modify or terminate this Agreement or any portion thereof, (B) serve any
notice alleging breach of this Agreement, or (C) enter into, settle or otherwise dismiss any
FERC or arbitration proceeding under Section 18.2 or Section 18.3.

(c) The compensation and expenses of Owner's Authorized
Representatives, including an allocated share of overhead, shall be recoverable under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

Section 13.3. Term of Managers; Resignation, Removal and Vacancies. Each
Authorized Representative shall serve until the earlier to occur of such Authorized
Representative's resignation or removal. An Authorized Representative may resign as such at
any time by delivering written notice to that effect to Owner and Purchaser, and the effective
date of such resignation shall be the date upon which such notice is delivered, unless another
date therefor is specified therein. An Authorized Representative may be removed or replaced at
any time and for any reason and without the approval of the other Party by the Party that
appointed such Authorized Representative. In the event a vacancy on the Management
Committee occurs as a result of the death, disability, resignation, removal or otherwise of a
Manager, such vacancy shall be promptly filled by the Party that appointed the vacating Manager.
Such Party shall provide written notice to the other Party whenever an Authorized
Representative appointed by such Party is removed or replaced.
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Section 13.4. Meetings; Attendance.

(a) Meetings of the Management Committee shall be held on a
monthly basis prior to the Commercial Operation Date and quarterly thereafter, or more
frequently as determined by the Parties or the Management Committee, on such dates and at
such times as may be determined by the Management Committee. Notwithstanding the
foregoing sentence, a Party may call a special meeting by reasonable advance notice to the
other Party's Manager in writing.

(b) Each Party shall use reasonable efforts to cause its Manager
or Alternate Manager to attend each Management Committee meeting, and no Party shall
withhold the presence or participation of its Manager or Alternate Manager to prevent, delay or
forestall decisions on matters under consideration by the Management Committee. The Parties
shall cause their respective Authorized Representatives not to delay unreasonably any actions
of the Management Committee.

(c) All meetings of the Management Committee shall be held
at Owner's principal place of business or at such other place (or means if by telephone
conference or other means) as shall be agreed upon by the Parties or the Management
Committee. A designee of the Management Committee shall provide written notice to each
Party and Manager stating the date and hour of each Management Committee meeting, together
with a detailed agenda for the meeting, not less than five (5) Business Days before such
meeting. Attendance of an Authorized Representative of a Party at a Management Committee
meeting shall constitute a waiver of the foregoing notification requirement by such Party.

(d) A designee of the Management Committee shall record
minutes of each meeting and, within seven (7) Business Days following such meeting, shall
provide to each Party and Manager a copy of such minutes. If applicable, such minutes shall be
in such detail as required for purposes of Section 6.7.

Section 13.5. Rules. The Management Committee may adopt such rules of order
as it considers necessary or appropriate for the conduct of its business and the exercise of its
powers, none of which shall conflict with this Agreement.

Section 13.6. Action by the Management Committee. An Authorized
Representative of Owner and an Authorized Representative of Purchaser shall together constitute
a quorum for the transaction of business, and each Authorized Representative shall have one (1)
vote on all decisions of the Management Committee. The affirmative vote of an Authorized
Representative of Owner and an Authorized Representative of Purchaser shall be the act of the
Management Committee.

Section 13.7. Action by Written Consent. Any action that may be taken by the
Management Committee under this Agreement may be taken without a meeting and without a
vote if there is written consent, setting forth the action so taken, and signed by an Authorized
Representative of Owner and an Authorized Representative of Purchaser or with the electronic
approval of an Authorized Representative of Owner and an Authorized Representative of
Purchaser. Any action taken by the written consent shall have the same force and effect as if
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taken at a meeting. If applicable, such written consent shall be in such detail as required for
purposes of Section 6.7.

Section 13.8. Telephonic Meetings. Managers may participate in any meeting of
the Management Committee by means of conference telephone or similar communication
equipment by which both Managers participating in the meeting can hear each other at the same
time. Such participation shall constitute presence in person at the meeting.

Section 13.9. Impasse between the Managers. Except in the case of any Annual
Plan and Operating Budget, an "Impasse" shall be deemed to have occurred if, for any reason,
the Authorized Representatives are unable to reach agreement on a matter submitted to the
Management Committee for approval or any Dispute referred to the Management Committee for
resolution within thirty (30) days after such submission or referral, or such earlier or longer
period as the Management Committee may establish. In the case of any Annual Plan and
Operating Budget, an "Impasse" shall be deemed to have occurred if, for any reason, the
Authorized Representatives are unable to reach agreement on an Annual Plan and Operating
Budget submitted to the Management Committee within sixty (60) days after such submission, or
such earlier or longer period as the Management Committee may establish.

ARTICLE 14

BILLING AND PAYMENTS

Section 14.1. Invoices.

(a) No later than sixty (60) days before the date Owner
reasonably expects the Commercial Operation Date to occur, Owner shall deliver to Purchaser
an estimated Revenue Requirement for the first Contract Year, pursuant to which the
Transmission Service Payments shall be calculated under the Formula Rate, such estimated
Revenue Requirement to be effective as of the Commercial Operation Date.

(b) The monthly Transmission Service Payments shall be
calculated as follows:

(i) The monthly Transmission Service Payments for
the first Contract Year shall be calculated by dividing (A) the estimated Revenue Requirement
described in clause (a) above, by (B) the number of calendar months in such Contract Year.

(ii) The monthly Transmission Service Payments for
any Contract Year thereafter, other than the final Contract Year, shall be calculated by dividing
(A) the estimated Revenue Requirement for such Contract Year by (B) twelve (12).

(iii) The monthly Transmission Service Payments for
the final Contract Year shall be calculated by dividing (A) the estimated Revenue Requirement
for such final Contract Year by (B) number of calendar months in such Contract Year.
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(c) Within seven (7) Business Days after the first day of each
calendar month following the commencement of the Operation Phase, Owner shall submit an
Invoice to Purchaser for the Transmission Service Payments owed for the preceding calendar
month, and Purchaser shall pay the amounts set forth in the Invoice within fourteen (14)
Business Days following its receipt of such Invoice. During the Decommissioning Payment
Period, all Invoices shall separately set forth the portion of the Transmission Service Payment
that is associated with the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment or Preliminary
Monthly Decommissioning Payment, as applicable. All payments shall be made in
immediately available funds payable to Owner by wire transfer to a bank named by Owner, in
accordance with wiring instructions provided to Purchaser by Owner in writing, except that the
Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment or Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning
Payment, as applicable, shall be made in immediately available funds and deposited into the
Decommissioning Fund in accordance with the terms and conditions established by the
Management Committee, as contemplated by Section 9.3.3(b). Owner shall be entitled to
change the place or recipient for payment by thirty (30) days' prior written notice to Purchaser.

(d) Invoices provided under this Agreement will be based upon
the estimated Revenue Requirement, subject to a true-up to actual costs pursuant to Section
14.2. For the first Contract Year, the estimated Revenue Requirement described in clause (a)
above shall become effective as of the Commercial Operation Date. For each Contract Year
thereafter, the estimated Revenue Requirement for such Contract Year, shall become effective
on January 1st of such Contract Year.

Section 14.2. Reconciliation; Audit Rights.

(a) Owner shall provide Purchaser with a statement setting
forth in reasonable detail all of the costs and expenses used to calculate the trued-up annual
Revenue Requirement pursuant to the Formula Rate during the prior year, and the activities
associated therewith, no later than sixty (60) days after Owner has filed its FERC Form 1 for
such prior year. The foregoing statement shall detail all components of the amounts included in
the Formula Rate and all calculations used to determine the final Transmission Service
Payments thereunder (based upon costs actually incurred).

(b) At Purchaser's reasonable request, Owner shall make
available to Purchaser any information reasonably necessary to permit Purchaser to audit
Owner's application of the Formula Rate. At Purchaser's reasonable request, Owner shall also
make available to Purchaser any information reasonably necessary to support the borrowing
cost of any Additional Financing described in clause (a)(i) of the definition thereof. Owner
acknowledges and agrees that the making of any payment hereunder by Purchaser or the
approval of any cost estimate, budget, schedule or maintenance plan by the Management
Committee shall be without prejudice to the audit rights of Purchaser provided herein.

(c) If and to the extent the total amount of the estimated
Transmission Service Payments initially paid by Purchaser for any calendar year is greater than
the costs actually incurred in such calendar year under the Formula Rate, then Owner shall
refund to Purchaser the excess amounts collected, together with interest thereon calculated
pursuant to Section 14.5(a), in a single lump sum due on the same date on which Owner is
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required to submit the first Invoice to be delivered after the receipt by Purchaser of the
statement described in clause (a) above. If and to the extent the total amount of the estimated
Transmission Service Payments initially paid by Purchaser for any calendar year is less than the
costs actually incurred during such calendar year under the Formula Rate, then Purchaser shall
pay a surcharge to Owner in the amount of such deficiency, together with interest thereon
calculated pursuant to Section 14.5(b), which surcharge shall be payable in a single lump sum
due on the same date on which Purchaser is required to pay the amounts set forth in the first
Invoice to be delivered after the receipt by Purchaser of the statement described in clause (a)
above. Solely for purposes of performing the calculations set forth in this clause (c), for any
calendar year, the actual amounts associated with the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning
Payments or Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payments, as applicable, during such
calendar year shall be deemed to be equal to the estimated amounts associated with the
Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payments or Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning
Payments, as applicable, that are included in the estimated Transmission Service Payments for
such calendar year.

Section 14.3. Procedures for Billing Disputes.

(a) In the event of any Impasse or other Dispute with respect to
the amount owed to Owner by Purchaser under this Agreement, Purchaser shall have no right to
withhold payment of the Disputed amount pending resolution of the Dispute; provided,
however, that, in the event such Dispute is resolved in favor of Purchaser, Owner shall
complete the following tasks consistent with the resolution of such Dispute: (i) retroactively
adjust all payments previously made by Purchaser; (ii) promptly refund all overpayments
previously made by Purchaser, together with interest thereon in accordance with Section
14.2(c), in immediately available funds or by wire transfer, in each case, in accordance with
wiring instructions provided to Owner by Purchaser in writing; and (iii) thereafter conform all
future Invoices to reflect the resolution of such Dispute. Purchaser's payment of any Disputed
amounts (A) shall not be deemed to be an acceptance or approval by Purchaser of the
correctness or prudency of the costs reflected therein (provided that nothing herein shall alter
the otherwise applicable burden of proof set forth in Section 8.1.4 for prudency challenges or
time limit set forth in clause (b) below within which Purchaser has the right to challenge an
Invoice) and (B) shall be without prejudice to any right or remedy that Purchaser may have
under this Agreement, including under Section 8.1.4, to contest any such amount.

(b) Purchaser shall not have the right to challenge any Invoice
or to bring any action of any kind challenging the propriety of any Invoice after the second
(2nd) anniversary of the date payment of the Invoice was due; provided, however, that, in the
case of an Invoice based upon cost estimates, such two (2)-year period shall be based upon the
date such Invoice is reconciled to actual costs in a statement provided to Purchaser unless the
challenge equally applied to such cost estimates, in which case such two (2)-year period shall
be based upon the date on which such cost estimates was provided to Purchaser. If an Invoice
is not rendered within two (2) years after the end of the calendar month during which such
Invoice should have been rendered hereunder, then the right to payment of such Invoice is
waived.
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Section 14.4. Reporting of Revenue Credits. In the event Owner becomes aware
of a material change in the revenue credits to be made to Purchaser in any calendar month as
compared with the revenue credits contained in the applicable Annual Plan and Operating
Budget, Owner shall promptly notify the Management Committee of the nature and amount of
such revenue credits.

Section 14.5. Interest. All interest payable under this Section 14.5 shall be
calculated pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 35.19a(a), as such regulation (or any successor thereto) is in
effect during the period during which such interest is due.

(a) Interest on refunds owed to Purchaser by Owner under
Section 3.4(b), Section 9.2 or Section 14.2(c) shall begin to accrue on the amount subject to
refund, as originally invoiced, from the earlier to occur of the due date or the date of payment
of the monthly Invoices to which the refund relates and shall continue to accrue until the date
of payment of such refund.

(b) Interest on surcharges owed to Owner by Purchaser under
Section 3.4(b) or Section 14.2(c) shall begin to accrue on the surcharge from the due date of the
monthly Invoices to which the surcharge relates and shall continue to accrue until the date of
payment of such surcharge.

(c) Amounts not paid when due to either Owner or Purchaser
under this Agreement (other than amounts owed pursuant to Section 3.4(b), Section 9.2 or
Section 14.2(c)) shall bear interest from the date such amount was due until the date of
payment of such overdue amount. For the avoidance of doubt, as illustrated in Attachment I, if
all or a portion of the amount to which such interest relates is later refunded pursuant to this
Agreement, then, in calculating that refund, such interest shall not be included in the refund.
Refunds of overpayments owed to Purchaser by Owner under this Agreement (other than
amounts owed pursuant to Section 3.4(b), Section 9.2 or Section 14.2(c)) shall begin to accrue
interest on the amount subject to refund, as originally invoiced, from the earlier to occur of the
due date or the date of payment of the monthly Invoices to which the overpayment relates and
shall continue to accrue interest until the date of payment of such refund.

Section 14.6. Obligation to Make Payments. The Parties acknowledge and agree
that, except as set forth in Section 4.3.1, Section 7.4.1, Section 8.1.4, Section 14.7, Section
15.4(h) and Section 16.4, no cause or event whatsoever shall excuse or suspend Purchaser's
obligation to pay Transmission Service Payments, Owner's estimate of the amounts owed to
Owner by Purchaser under Section 3.3, the Decommissioning Estimate, or any other amounts
payable by Purchaser under this Agreement. The Parties also acknowledge and agree that no
cause or event whatsoever shall excuse or suspend any amounts payable by Owner under this
Agreement.

Section 14.7. Offsets. Except as otherwise provided in Section 3.4(b), Section
9.3.4, Section 9.3.5(d), Section 9.3.5(e) and Section 15.4(h), neither of the Parties shall be
entitled to deduct and setoff payment of any amount owed to such Party under this Agreement
against payment of any amount owing under this Agreement or any other agreement between the
Parties or their Affiliates.
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ARTICLE 15

EVENTS OF DEFAULT AND REMEDIES

Section 15.1. Purchaser Defaults. Except to the extent excused as a result of an
event of Force Majeure in accordance with Article 16, the occurrence of one or more of the
following events shall constitute a default by Purchaser under this Agreement (a "Purchaser
Default"):

(a) Purchaser's failure to pay any amount due to Owner under
this Agreement by the due date, which failure is not cured within thirty (30) days after the
receipt by Purchaser of a demand from Owner that such amount is due and owing and has not
been timely paid.

(b) Purchaser's failure to comply in any material respect with
the provisions of Article 17.

(c) Purchaser's failure to perform or comply with any of its
obligations under this Agreement, other than those described in clauses (a) and (b) above, or
under the Letter Agreement, in each case, in any material respect, and, if such failure is
susceptible to cure, such failure continues for thirty (30) days after the receipt by Purchaser of
written notice thereof from Owner, unless such cure shall reasonably require a longer period, in
which case Purchaser shall be provided such additional period as necessary to complete such
cure so long as Purchaser has promptly commenced such cure and thereafter diligently pursues
and completes such cure.

(d) Any representation or warranty made by Purchaser in this
Agreement is false or misleading at the time made and such inaccuracy has a material adverse
effect on the ability of Owner to perform its obligations under this Agreement, individually or
in the aggregate, or on the business, operations or financial condition of Owner.

(e) Any Insolvency Event occurs with respect to Purchaser.

Section 15.2. Owner Defaults. Except to the extent excused as a result of an
event of Force Majeure in accordance with Article 16, the occurrence of one or more of the
following events shall constitute a default by Owner under this Agreement (an "Owner Default"):

(a) Owner's failure to pay any amount due to Purchaser under
this Agreement by the due date, which failure is not cured within thirty (30) days after the
receipt by Owner of a demand from Purchaser that such amount is due and owing and has not
been timely paid.

(b) An Owner Delay occurs and the Operation Phase has not
commenced by the fifth (5th) anniversary of Owner's Initial Deadline (which fifth (5th)
anniversary shall not be subject to extension for any event of Force Majeure).

(c) Owner's failure to comply with the provisions of Section
5.1.2(a)(ii).
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(d) Owner's failure to comply with the provisions of Section
5.1.2(a)(iii).

(e) Owner's failure to comply with the provisions of Section
5.1.2(e).

(f) Owner's failure to comply with the provisions of Section
5.6; provided that such failure also constitutes a default under any Loan Agreement (or any
agreement entered into by Owner with a Financing Party or any equity commitment or similar
agreement entered into by any Affiliate of Owner with a Financing Party in connection
therewith).

(g) Owner's failure to comply with the provisions of Section
5.7(a).

(h) A Non-Excused Outage occurs.

(i) Owner's failure to comply in any material respect with the
provisions of Article 17.

(j) Owner's failure to perform or comply with any of its
obligations under this Agreement, other than those described in clauses (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f),
(g), (h) and (i) above, or under the Letter Agreement, in each case, in any material respect, and,
if such failure is susceptible to cure, such failure continues for thirty (30) days after the receipt
by Owner of written notice thereof from Purchaser, unless such cure shall reasonably require a
longer period, in which case Owner shall be provided such additional period as necessary to
complete such cure so long as Owner has promptly commenced such cure and thereafter
diligently pursues and completes such cure.

(k) Any representation or warranty made by Owner in this
Agreement is false or misleading at the time made and such inaccuracy has a material adverse
effect on the ability of Purchaser to perform its obligations under this Agreement, individually
or in the aggregate, or on the business, operations or financial condition of Purchaser.

(l) Any Insolvency Event occurs with respect to Owner.

Section 15.3. Remedies Upon Purchaser Default. Upon the occurrence of a
Purchaser Default and at any time thereafter so long as the same is continuing, Owner shall be
entitled, to the extent permitted by Applicable Law, to exercise one or more of the following
remedies, as Owner shall elect:

(a) In the case of a Purchaser Default pursuant to Section
15.1(a), and subject to Section 5.8, Owner may terminate this Agreement by written notice to
Purchaser as of a date that is not less than ninety (90) days after the date of such notice.

(b) In the case of a Purchaser Default pursuant to Section
15.1(a), and subject to Section 5.8, Owner may suspend all or part of Owner's obligations or
Purchaser's rights under this Agreement during the period during which such Purchaser Default
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is continuing. During any such period of suspension occurring after the Commercial Operation
Date, (i) Purchaser shall not be entitled to schedule, and shall not schedule, any transactions
over the Northern Pass Transmission Line and (ii) the OASIS Provider shall be directed to post
any portion of the transmission capacity available over the Northern Pass Transmission Line
and to attempt to sell such capacity to one or more third parties consistent with Article 10. The
proceeds of any capacity releases and transmission resales made pursuant to the foregoing
sentence and received by Owner, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other
expenses incurred by Owner in connection with this Section 15.3(b), shall be credited against
any accrued but unpaid payment obligation of Purchaser to Owner hereunder. Any proceeds in
excess of such accrued but unpaid payment obligation of Purchaser shall be credited in
accordance with Section 10.4; provided, however, that Owner shall have no liability for, or
obligation to credit against any accrued but unpaid payment obligation of Purchaser to Owner
hereunder, amounts due but not paid by any third party in connection with any capacity releases
and transmission resales made pursuant to this Section 15.3(b).

(c) Subject to Article 19 and this Section 15.3, as applicable,
Owner may recover all damages suffered by Owner that are due to a Purchaser Default,
including, for the avoidance of doubt, any costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys'
fees) reasonably incurred by Owner to recover any amounts owed to Owner by Purchaser under
this Agreement.

(d) Owner may exercise and enforce any and all of its rights
and remedies under the Purchaser Guaranty or any other financial assurances held by Owner.

(e) Owner may exercise any and all other rights and remedies
that may be available to Owner at law or in equity, unless expressly prohibited or otherwise
restricted by Article 19 or any other provision of this Agreement. Notwithstanding the
foregoing sentence, Owner shall have no right to (i) terminate this Agreement based upon a
Purchaser Default, except as provided in clause (a) above, or (ii) suspend transmission service
under this Agreement based upon a Purchaser Default, except as provided in clause (b) above.

Section 15.4. Remedies Upon Owner Default. Upon the occurrence of an Owner
Default and at any time thereafter so long as the same is continuing, Purchaser shall be entitled,
to the extent permitted by Applicable Law, to exercise one or more of the following remedies, as
Purchaser shall elect:

(a) In the case of an Owner Default pursuant to Section 15.2(b)
or Section 15.2(d), and subject to Section 5.8, Purchaser may exercise all of its rights and
remedies contemplated by Section 4.3.1, including the right to terminate this Agreement by
written notice to Owner as of a date that is not less than ninety (90) days after the date of such
notice. Such rights and remedies shall collectively be the sole and exclusive remedy of
Purchaser with respect to such Owner Default as provided in Section 4.3.1(b)(iii).

(b) In the case of an Owner Default pursuant to Section 15.2(c),
and subject to Section 5.8, this Agreement shall terminate in accordance with Section 3.3.5
without liability to either Party (except for any accrued but unpaid payment obligations and any
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indemnification obligations under this Agreement). Such termination shall be the sole and
exclusive remedy of Purchaser with respect to such Owner Default.

(c) In the case of an Owner Default pursuant to Section 15.2(f),
and subject to Section 5.8, Purchaser may terminate this Agreement by written notice to Owner
as of a date that is not less than ninety (90) days after the date of such notice. Such termination
shall be the sole and exclusive remedy of Purchaser with respect to such Owner Default and
any breach of Section 8.3(a) resulting from such Owner Default.

(d) In the case of an Owner Default pursuant to Section 15.2(h),
and subject to Section 5.8, Purchaser may exercise all of its rights and remedies contemplated
by Section 7.4, including the right to terminate this Agreement by written notice to Owner as of
a date that is not less than ninety (90) days after the date of such notice if the Northern Pass
Transmission Line is entirely out-of-service for the five (5)-year period following a Non-
Excused Outage (which five (5)-year period shall not be subject to extension for any event of
Force Majeure). Such rights and remedies shall collectively be the sole and exclusive remedy
of Purchaser with respect to such Owner Default as provided in Section 7.4.4.

(e) Upon the written agreement of the Parties on the amount of
the damages suffered by Purchaser as a result of an Owner Default, or the determination of
such amount pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions herein, then, if Owner shall not have
paid such amount by the date specified for payment in such written agreement or within
fourteen (14) Business Days after the date of such determination, as applicable, Purchaser may
exercise and enforce any and all of its rights and remedies under the Purchaser's Security
Documents or against Purchaser's Lien.

(f) Subject to the limitations provided in Section 4.3.1(b)(iii),
Section 7.4.4, Article 19 or this Section 15.4, as applicable, Purchaser may recover all damages
suffered by Purchaser as a result of an Owner Default, including, for the avoidance of doubt,
any costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) reasonably incurred by Purchaser
to recover any amounts owed to Purchaser by Owner under this Agreement.

(g) Purchaser may exercise and enforce any and all of its rights
and remedies under the Owner Guaranty or any other financial assurances held by Purchaser.

(h) In the event the Parties agree in writing upon the amount of
the damages suffered by Purchaser as a result of an Owner Default (i) due to a Non-Excused
Outage or (ii) pursuant to Section 21.2, or such amount has been determined pursuant to the
dispute resolution provisions herein, then, if Owner shall not have paid such amount by the date
specified for payment in such written agreement or within fourteen (14) Business Days after the
date of such determination, as applicable, Purchaser may deduct and setoff payment of such
amount against any Transmission Service Payment.

(i) Purchaser may exercise any and all other rights and
remedies that may be available to Purchaser at law or in equity, unless expressly prohibited or
otherwise restricted by Article 19 or any other provision of this Agreement. Notwithstanding
the foregoing sentence, Purchaser shall have no right to (i) terminate this Agreement based
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upon an Owner Default, except as provided in clauses (a), (c) and (d) above, or (ii) any
reduction of or offset against payments under this Agreement based upon an Owner Default,
except as contemplated by Section 7.4.1, Section 8.1.4, Section 14.7, Section 15.4(h) and
Section 16.4, as applicable.

Section 15.5. Disputes. Any Dispute over whether or not an Owner Default or
Purchaser Default has occurred shall be resolved in accordance with Article 18.

ARTICLE 16

FORCE MAJEURE

Section 16.1. Definition.

(a) "Force Majeure" means an event or circumstance that
prevents a Party from performing its obligations under this Agreement, which event or
circumstance is not within the reasonable control of such Party. Such events or circumstances
shall include the following, but only to the extent they satisfy the foregoing condition: actions
or inactions of any Governmental Authority; acts of God; war, terrorism, riot or insurrection;
blockades; embargoes; sabotage; epidemics; explosions and fires; hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
ice storms, thunderstorms and other abnormal weather conditions; national or regional general
strikes, lockouts or other labor disputes. Force Majeure shall not include (i) changes in market
conditions that affect the demand for, or supply of, electrical energy or capacity or transmission
service, (ii) the acts or omissions of a third party, including contractors, customers, vendors and
sub-contractors, except to the extent resulting from Force Majeure, (iii) economic hardship or
(iv) the financial inability of any Person to perform its obligations.

(b) A Party shall not be required to settle any strike, walkout,
lockout or other labor dispute on terms that, in the sole judgment of such Party, are contrary to
its interest. The settlement of strikes, walkouts, lockouts or other labor disputes shall be
entirely within the discretion of the Party involved in such dispute.

Section 16.2. Conditions.

(a) If and to the extent a Party is prevented by Force Majeure
from performing, in whole or part, its obligations under this Agreement and such claiming
Party gives notice and details of the Force Majeure to the other Party as soon as practicable,
then such claiming Party shall be excused from the performance of its obligations hereunder
(other than the obligation to make any payments or comply with Article 17); provided that the
suspension of performance due to Force Majeure shall be of no greater scope than is required
by such Force Majeure and shall be of no greater duration than is consistent with clause (b)
below.

(b) Such claiming Party shall use commercially reasonable
efforts to (i) seek to avoid and (ii) mitigate or remedy any Force Majeure in a commercially
reasonable timeframe consistent with Good Utility Practice. Subject to the limitations provided
in Section 16.3, all costs and expenses incurred by Owner to comply with its obligations under
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the foregoing sentence shall be recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article
8.

Section 16.3. Events of Loss.

(a) Owner shall notify Purchaser as soon as practicable, but in
no event later than ten (10) days, after Owner becomes aware of a Loss Occurrence.

(b) The following provisions shall apply in the event of a Loss
Occurrence during the Construction Phase:

(i) Promptly after, but no later than sixty (60) days
following a Loss Occurrence, Owner shall prepare and submit to the Management Committee for
review and approval a Construction Budget and Schedule inclusive of all projected
Reconstruction Costs associated with such Loss Occurrence.

(ii) Subject to Purchaser's termination rights under
Section 3.3.6 or Section 3.3.8, as applicable, and the rights of any Financing Party, Owner shall
reconstruct or otherwise repair the Northern Pass Transmission Line in a manner consistent with
Owner's rights and obligations under Section 5.1.2(a)(i) and Section 5.2.4(a); provided, however,
that Owner shall not commence with such reconstruction or repair prior to the sixty-first (61st)
day after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of the proposed Construction Budget and Schedule
described in clause (b)(i) above, unless the Management Committee shall have approved, or
Purchaser shall have agreed in writing to reimburse Owner for, the costs associated therewith.
Any delays in reconstruction or repair due to Owner's compliance with the proviso to the first
sentence of this clause (b)(ii) shall not constitute a violation of Good Utility Practice.

(c) The following provisions shall apply in the event of a Loss
Occurrence during the Operation Phase:

(i) Promptly after, but no later than sixty (60) days
following, a Loss Occurrence Owner shall prepare and submit to the Management Committee for
review and approval a budget and schedule that sets forth all Reconstruction Costs and the
expected timeline to complete the work required to reconstruct or otherwise repair the Northern
Pass Transmission Line (the "Reconstruction Plan"), together with a statement for informational
purposes that sets forth in reasonable detail the unamortized Rate Base calculated as of the date
of such Loss Occurrence (the "Rate Base Calculation"). At the request of Purchaser's Manager,
Owner shall provide the Management Committee with access to, and copies of, all reasonably
requested documentation concerning such Reconstruction Plan or Rate Base Calculation.

(ii) The Management Committee shall promptly review
the proposed Reconstruction Plan, and may approve such Reconstruction Plan in whole or in part.
If an Impasse occurs with respect to the proposed Reconstruction Plan (or any part thereof), then
the Impasse shall not be resolved under the dispute resolution provisions herein, and instead,
subject to Purchaser's termination rights under Section 3.3.9 or Section 3.3.10, as applicable, the
proposed Reconstruction Plan, with any changes agreed upon by the Management Committee,
shall be deemed to be (A) in effect upon the sixty-first (61st) day after the receipt by Purchaser's
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Manager of such Reconstruction Plan and Rate Base Calculation and (B) approved by the
Management Committee as of such date for purposes of Section 8.1.4(c)(i).

(iii) Subject to Purchaser's termination rights under
Section 3.3.9 or Section 3.3.10, as applicable, and the rights of any Financing Party, Owner shall
reconstruct or otherwise repair the Northern Pass Transmission Line in a manner consistent with
Owner's rights and obligations under Section 16.2(b) and clause (c)(iv) below; provided,
however, that Owner shall not commence with such reconstruction or repair prior to the sixty-
first (61st) day after the receipt by Purchaser's Manager of the proposed Reconstruction Plan and
the Rate Base Calculation described in clause (c)(i) above, unless the Management Committee
shall have approved, or Purchaser shall have agreed in writing to reimburse Owner for, the costs
associated therewith. Any delays in reconstruction or repair due to Owner's compliance with the
proviso to the first sentence of this clause (c)(iii) shall not constitute a violation of Good Utility
Practice.

(iv) Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts
not to exceed the budgeted amounts set forth in the Reconstruction Plan; provided, however, that,
consistent with Section 16.2(b), all Reconstruction Costs, whether or not set forth in such
Reconstruction Plan, shall be recoverable under the Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

Section 16.4. Extended Outages; Extended Term.

(a) If an event of Force Majeure in the United States renders
the Northern Pass Transmission Line entirely out-of-service for more than three hundred sixty-
five (365) consecutive days (an "Extended Outage"), then Purchaser shall have no obligation to
pay the ROE portion of the Transmission Service Payment or depreciation expenses from and
after the final day of such three hundred sixty-five (365)-day period until such time as the
Northern Pass Transmission Line has been placed back in-service at an operating condition
sufficient to enable the provision of Firm Transmission Service, but Purchaser shall continue to
pay all other portions of the Transmission Service Payments, including the debt component,
Taxes and O&M Costs, during such Extended Outage.

(b) Following an Extended Outage:

(i) the Term shall be extended for a period equal to the
entire period of time during which the Northern Pass Transmission Line was out-of-service due
to such Extended Outage; and

(ii) the ROE portion of the Transmission Service
Payments and depreciation expenses shall resume and Owner shall recover the ROE on the
remaining transmission investment and such depreciation, in each case, over the period
commencing on such resumption date and ending on the last day of the penultimate year of the
extended Term.

(c) From and after the first calendar month following the
Commercial Operation Date, if an event of Force Majeure causes the availability of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line ("Average Availability") to fall below the Minimum Average
Availability, as measured over any calendar month, then the Term shall be extended for an
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additional calendar month, except where the Term has already been extended for such
unavailability of the Northern Pass Transmission Line under clause (b)(i) above.

(d) Any costs and expenses that are incurred during any
extended Term contemplated by clause (b)(i) or (c) above shall be recoverable under the
Formula Rate in accordance with Article 8.

(e) For purposes of this Section 16.4, the Average Availability
for any measurement period shall be calculated using the arithmetic average of the Hourly
Availability values for all hours in such measurement period.

Section 16.5. Insurance Proceeds. Subject to the rights of any Financing Party,
if and to the extent Owner receives or is entitled to receive proceeds from insurance or other
amounts payable in connection with any Force Majeure (including any Loss Occurrence), Owner
shall then credit such amounts (excluding any proceeds of any liability insurance policy or any
insurance proceeds or other amounts payable to any Financing Party, unless such amounts
payable are permitted under the applicable Loan Documents to be applied to such Force Majeure)
to Purchaser under the Formula Rate, net of reasonable fees (including attorneys' fees) and other
expenses incurred by Owner in connection with the receipt and final collection of such amounts.
Owner shall use commercially reasonable efforts to pursue the collection or recovery of any such
amounts and otherwise seek to enforce any rights to which it is entitled with respect to any Force
Majeure (including any Loss Occurrence).

ARTICLE 17

FINANCIAL ASSURANCES

Section 17.1. Parent Guaranty.

Section 17.1.1.Purchaser's Guaranty.

(a) Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec to execute and deliver
to Owner, no later than the Execution Date, a payment guaranty, substantially in the form
attached hereto as Attachment E-1, for the benefit of Owner (the "Purchaser Guaranty"), which
Purchaser Guaranty shall guaranty payment of (i) all present and future amounts owed by
Purchaser to Owner hereunder (excluding obligations owed by Purchaser to Owner for
Decommissioning Costs); provided that the aggregate liability of Hydro-Québec for such
amounts shall be subject to the Stated Cap set forth in the Purchaser Guaranty, which Stated Cap
shall be equal to the Determined Cap determined in accordance with this Section 17.1.1 (the
"Capped Guaranteed Obligations"), (ii) the Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, as provided
in the Purchaser Guaranty, and (iii) certain costs of enforcement, as provided in the Purchaser
Guaranty.

(b) In accordance with clauses (g) and (i) below, as applicable,
Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec to reissue the Purchaser Guaranty with a revised Stated
Cap from time to time. Upon the receipt by Owner of each Purchaser Guaranty that has been
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reissued in compliance with clause (g) or (i) below, as applicable, the previously issued
Purchaser Guaranty shall terminate, subject to clause (e) below.

(c) Subject to Section 23.1, Purchaser shall cause each
Purchaser Guaranty to be and remain in full force and effect at all times from and after the
commencement of the Construction Phase and until the earlier to occur of (i) the date on which
the obligations guaranteed thereunder have been fully, finally and indefeasibly paid, or, with
respect to the obligations guaranteed thereunder with respect to the payment of the
Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, the termination date therefor, as set forth in the
Purchaser Guaranty, and (ii) subject to clause (e) below, the date on which a Purchaser
Guaranty shall have been reissued in compliance with clause (g) or (i) below, as applicable.

(d) The Determined Cap shall be an amount determined as
follows:

(i) until the first Redetermination Date, the Determined
Cap shall equal Fifty-Five Million U.S. Dollars (U.S. $55,000,000);

(ii) as of each Redetermination Date during the period
commencing on the first Redetermination Date and ending on the last day of the Construction
Phase, the Determined Cap shall equal (A) the Settlement Amount that, if applicable, would be
payable upon an early termination of this Agreement as of such Redetermination Date, with the
"Project Costs" component of the Settlement Amount to be determined by reference to all Project
Costs that have been incurred by Owner with respect to the Northern Pass Transmission Line
prior to such Redetermination Date (whether payable before or after such Redetermination Date,
and including reasonable forecasts of such Project Costs to the extent the actual amounts thereof
are unknown to Owner as of the date of the applicable Redetermination Certificate), and with the
"Owner's Costs" component of the Settlement Amount to be determined by reference to (1) all
amounts described in clauses (a) and (b) of the definition of "Owner's Costs" that have been
incurred by Owner with respect to the Northern Pass Transmission Line prior to such
Redetermination Date (whether payable before or after such Redetermination Date, and
including reasonable forecasts of such amounts to the extent the actual amounts thereof are
unknown to Owner as of the date of the applicable Redetermination Certificate), subject to the
exclusions to such definition, plus (2) the Estimated Wind-Down Costs set forth in the estimate
thereof delivered to Purchaser under Section 5.2.3 concurrently with the delivery to the
Management Committee of the most recent Construction Budget and Schedule for the upcoming
fourteen (14) calendar months after such Redetermination Date; plus (B) the budgeted
Construction Costs, as set forth in the most recent Construction Budget and Schedule for the
upcoming fourteen (14) calendar months after such Redetermination Date; minus (C) the sum of
all Capped Guaranteed Obligations paid by Hydro-Québec to Owner under any Purchaser
Guaranty prior to the date of the applicable Redetermination Certificate; provided, however, that,
if Purchaser shall have submitted any matter with respect to Estimated Wind-Down Costs to the
Management Committee for resolution under Section 5.2.3(b) and the Management Committee
shall not have resolved such matter prior to the date of such Redetermination Certificate, then,
until the Management Committee shall have agreed upon such Estimated Wind-Down Costs (or
such Estimated Wind-Down Costs shall have been determined pursuant to the dispute resolution
provisions in this Agreement in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto), the Estimated
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Wind-Down Costs shall be deemed equal to the Estimated Wind-Down Costs set forth in the
estimate thereof delivered to Purchaser under Section 5.2.3 concurrently with the delivery to the
Management Committee of the most recent Construction Budget and Schedule for the upcoming
fourteen (14) calendar months after such Redetermination Date. If the Estimated Wind-Down
Costs are subsequently adjusted by the agreement of the Management Committee (or pursuant to
the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of an Impasse with respect
thereto), then Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec to reissue the Purchaser Guaranty in
accordance with clause (i) below. For the avoidance of doubt, the budgeted Construction Costs
described in the foregoing clause (B) shall be subject to the approval of the Management
Committee as and to the extent provided in Section 5.2.2(b).

(iii) as of each Redetermination Date during the
Operation Phase, the Determined Cap shall equal (A) the Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC that, if
applicable, would be payable upon an early termination of this Agreement as of such
Redetermination Date, with the "Owner's Costs" component of the Owner's Costs Plus EAFUDC
to be determined by reference to (1) all amounts described in clauses (a) and (b) of the definition
of "Owner's Costs" that have been incurred by Owner with respect to the Northern Pass
Transmission Line prior to such Redetermination Date (whether payable before or after such
Redetermination Date, and including reasonable forecasts of such amounts to the extent the
actual amounts thereof are unknown to Owner as of the date of the applicable Redetermination
Certificate), subject to the exclusions to such definition, plus (2) the Estimated Wind-Down
Costs set forth in the estimate thereof delivered to Purchaser under Section 6.4 concurrently with
the delivery to the Management Committee of the Capital Plan for the upcoming Contract Year
after such Redetermination Date; plus (B) the sum of (1) the budgeted amounts set forth in the
Capital Plan for the upcoming Contract Year after such Redetermination Date, plus (2) the
budgeted amounts set forth in the Multiyear Outlook for the second and third Contract Years
after such Redetermination Date (the sum of the amounts set forth in the foregoing clauses (1)
and (2), the "Budgeted Amount"); minus (C) the sum of all Capped Guaranteed Obligations paid
by Hydro-Québec to Owner under any Purchaser Guaranty prior to the date of the applicable
Redetermination Certificate; provided, however, that:

(1) if Purchaser shall have submitted any matter with
respect to Estimated Wind-Down Costs to the Management Committee for resolution under
Section 6.4(b) and the Management Committee shall not have resolved such matter prior to the
date of such Redetermination Certificate, then, until the Management Committee shall have
agreed upon such Estimated Wind-Down Costs (or such Estimated Wind-Down Costs shall have
been determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of
an Impasse with respect thereto), the Estimated Wind-Down Costs shall be deemed equal to the
Estimated Wind-Down Costs set forth in the estimate thereof delivered to Purchaser under
Section 6.4 concurrently with the delivery to the Management Committee of the most recent
Annual Plan and Operating Budget for the upcoming Contract Year after such Redetermination
Date;

(2) if the Management Committee shall not have
approved such Capital Plan or Multiyear Outlook (or such Capital Plan or Multiyear Outlook
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shall not have been determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in
the event of an Impasse with respect thereto) prior to the date of such Redetermination
Certificate, then, until the Management Committee shall have approved such Capital Plan or
Multiyear Outlook (or such Capital Plan or Multiyear Outlook shall have been determined
pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of an Impasse with
respect thereto), the Budgeted Amount shall be deemed equal to the sum of the budgeted
amounts for the upcoming three (3) Contract Years after such Redetermination Date, as set forth
in (x) the Multiyear Outlook most recently approved by the Management Committee (or
determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto) or (y) if no such Multiyear Outlook exists, then the Multiyear
Outlook most recently delivered to the Management Committee under Section 6.3; and

(3) if the Estimated Wind-Down Costs, Capital Plan or
Multiyear Outlook is subsequently adjusted by the agreement of the Management Committee (or
pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of an Impasse with
respect thereto), then Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec to reissue the Purchaser Guaranty in
accordance with clause (i) below.

(iv) in the case of each of clauses (d)(ii) and (d)(iii)
above, (A) the adjustments required pursuant to Section 3.4(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis to
the Determined Cap and (B) the dollar amount of the Determined Cap shall be rounded up to the
nearest One Million Dollars ($1,000,000), unless such dollar amount is Zero Dollars ($0).

(e) Notwithstanding anything in this Section 17.1.1 to the
contrary, if, prior to any Redetermination Date, a claim for Capped Guaranteed Obligations has
been submitted by Owner to Hydro-Québec under any Purchaser Guaranty (an "Existing
Guaranty") but not yet paid by Hydro-Québec thereunder (an "Outstanding Claim"), then such
Existing Guaranty shall not terminate upon the reissuance of a new Purchaser Guaranty, but
shall continue in full force and effect solely with respect to such Outstanding Claim and the
costs of enforcement thereof, as provided in such Existing Guaranty and subject to the Stated
Cap set forth in such Existing Guaranty (as reduced by the sum of all Capped Guaranteed
Obligations paid by Hydro-Québec to Owner under such Existing Guaranty prior to such
Redetermination Date ("Prior Claims")). With respect to the Purchaser Guaranty subsequently
reissued by Hydro-Québec in accordance with clause (g) or (i) below for such Redetermination
Date (which reissued Purchaser Guaranty shall be in addition to the Existing Guaranty until the
Existing Guaranty terminates in accordance with this clause (e)), and for purposes of
calculating the Determined Cap (as redetermined in accordance with clause (d) above) to be set
forth in such reissued Purchaser Guaranty, the Determined Cap shall be reduced to the extent, if
any, Hydro-Québec shall have accepted, in writing, liability for such Outstanding Claim prior
to the reissuance of such Purchaser Guaranty. If and when Hydro-Québec pays the lesser of the
(i) the entire Outstanding Claim (or the portion of such Outstanding Claim that satisfies in full
such Outstanding Claim, as mutually agreed by Hydro-Québec and Owner or for which Hydro-
Québec is found liable pursuant to the final order of a court of competent jurisdiction) and (ii)
the Stated Cap set forth in such Existing Guaranty (as reduced by the sum of all Prior Claims)
("Satisfying Amount"), then, if and to the extent an additional adjustment is required to the
Stated Cap set forth in such reissued Purchaser Guaranty, Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec
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to reissue such Purchaser Guaranty in accordance with clause (i) below. If and when (A)
Hydro-Québec pays the Satisfying Amount, together with the costs of enforcement thereof, as
provided in such Purchaser Guaranty, or (B) Hydro-Québec is found not to be liable for such
Outstanding Claim pursuant to the final order of a court of competent jurisdiction, then, in each
case, the Existing Guaranty shall terminate.

(f) The amount of the Determined Cap, as redetermined as of
each Redetermination Date, as provided in clause (d) above, shall be set forth in a certificate of
Owner, showing the calculation thereof in reasonable detail (a "Redetermination Certificate").
With respect to each Redetermination Date during the Construction Phase, Owner shall deliver
a Redetermination Certificate to Purchaser within thirty (30) days after the date on which
Owner shall have delivered the applicable Construction Budget and Schedule to Purchaser's
Manager under Section 5.2.2. With respect to each Redetermination Date during the Operation
Phase, Owner shall deliver a Redetermination Certificate to Purchaser by the earlier to occur of
(i) seventy-five (75) days after the date on which Owner shall have delivered the applicable
Capital Plan and Multiyear Outlook to Purchaser's Manager under Section 6.3 and (ii) thirty (30)
days after the date on which the Management Committee shall have approved such Capital Plan
and Multiyear Outlook (or such Capital Plan and Multiyear Outlook shall have been
determined pursuant to the dispute resolution provisions in this Agreement in the event of an
Impasse with respect thereto). Purchaser promptly shall acknowledge such Redetermination
Certificate and deliver such acknowledged Redetermination Certificate to Hydro-Québec.

(g) Subject to Section 23.1, Purchaser shall cause Hydro-
Québec, following the receipt by Purchaser of each Redetermination Certificate (regardless of
any Impasse or other Dispute with respect to the Redetermination Certificate), to reissue the
Purchaser Guaranty, as provided herein, with a revised Stated Cap equal to the Determined Cap,
as so redetermined in accordance with clause (d) above, but subject to clause (e) above, and as
set forth in such Redetermination Certificate, which Purchaser Guaranty shall be effective as of
the date of issuance. Provided that a Redetermination Certificate is provided to Purchaser, the
failure of Purchaser to acknowledge such Redetermination Certificate, or of Hydro-Québec to
reissue such Purchaser Guaranty with such revised Stated Cap, as provided in this clause (g),
within forty-five (45) days following the receipt by Purchaser of such Redetermination
Certificate, shall be deemed to be a termination by Purchaser of this Agreement under Section
3.3.8 or Section 3.3.10, as applicable, unless Section 3.3.6 is applicable.

(h) If Owner fails to provide any Redetermination Certificate
required by clause (f) above within fifteen (15) days after the receipt by Owner of written
notice of such failure from Purchaser, Purchaser may provide such Redetermination Certificate
to Hydro-Québec, with a copy to Owner, and Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec thereafter to
reissue the Purchaser Guaranty in accordance with clause (g) above, with a revised Stated Cap
equal to the Determined Cap, as so redetermined in accordance with clause (d) above, but
subject to clause (e) above, and as set forth in such Redetermination Certificate, which
Purchaser Guaranty shall be effective as of the date of issuance. Owner shall be entitled to
Dispute any amount set forth in such Redetermination Certificate in accordance with Section
18.1(b).

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

89
1014917.31-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

(i) Without limiting the provisions of Section 5.2.2(b) or
Section 8.1.4(c), Purchaser's acknowledgement or issuance of a Redetermination Certificate or
Hydro-Québec's issuance of a Purchaser Guaranty shall be without prejudice to any right or
remedy that Purchaser may have under this Agreement to contest any amount set forth in a
Redetermination Certificate, and none of the foregoing actions by Purchaser or Hydro-Québec
shall be construed in any way to create a presumption that the Redetermination Certificate or
Determined Cap is correct. Upon resolution of any Dispute as to whether or not the
Determined Cap set forth in a Redetermination Certificate is mathematically correct or was
calculated in accordance with clause (d) or (e) above, or resolution of any Impasse with respect
to the Estimated Wind-Down Costs, Capital Plan or Multiyear Outlook, in each case, as
contemplated by this Section 17.1.1, Purchaser shall cause Hydro-Québec to reissue the
Purchaser Guaranty, as provided herein, with a revised Stated Cap equal to the Determined Cap,
as so determined by the agreement of the Management Committee or pursuant to the dispute
resolution provisions in this Agreement, but subject to clause (e) above, which Purchaser
Guaranty shall be effective as of the date of issuance. The failure of Hydro-Québec to reissue
such Purchaser Guaranty with such revised Stated Cap, as provided in this clause (i), within
forty-five (45) days following the resolution of any such Dispute or Impasse, shall be deemed
to be a termination by Purchaser of this Agreement under Section 3.3.8 or Section 3.3.10, as
applicable, unless Section 3.3.6 is applicable.

Section 17.1.2.Owner's Guaranty. Owner shall (a) cause each of
Northeast Utilities and NSTAR to execute and deliver to Purchaser, no later than the Execution
Date, a payment guaranty, substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment E-2, for the
benefit of Purchaser (each an "Owner Guaranty"), and (b) subject to Section 23.1, cause each
such Owner Guaranty to be and remain in full force and effect at all times from and after the
Commercial Operation Date and until the amounts guaranteed thereunder have been fully, finally
and indefeasibly paid. The Owner Guaranty to be executed and delivered by Northeast Utilities
shall be in the maximum principal amount equal to Twenty-Five Million Dollars ($25,000,000)
multiplied by the ratio of Northeast Utilities' beneficial ownership interest in Owner to the
aggregate beneficial interests in Owner owned by Northeast Utilities and NSTAR, and the
Owner Guaranty to be executed and delivered by NSTAR shall be in the maximum principal
amount equal to Twenty-Five Million Dollars ($25,000,000) multiplied by the ratio of NSTAR's
beneficial ownership interest in Owner to the aggregate beneficial interests in Owner owned by
Northeast Utilities and NSTAR. Purchaser agrees to cooperate with Northeast Utilities and
NSTAR, at their written request, to amend the Owner Guaranties from time to time to amend the
maximum principal amount of each such Owner Guaranty in proportion to the respective
beneficial ownership interests in Owner owned by Northeast Utilities and NSTAR, such that the
aggregate principal amount of the Owner Guaranties issued by Northeast Utilities and NSTAR at
all times shall equal Twenty-Five Million Dollars ($25,000,000) (less any amounts drawn under
such Owner Guaranties).

Section 17.2. Purchaser's Lien.

Section 17.2.1.Security Documents. No later than the Distribution Date,
as additional security for Owner's performance of its obligations hereunder, including payment
of any indemnification obligations of Owner to Purchaser pursuant to Section 21.2, Owner shall
(a) execute, deliver, and record a mortgage and security agreement and all other agreements,
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documents, or instruments required or customary to provide Purchaser with a fully perfected
security interest and mortgage lien in and to (i) the Northern Pass Transmission Line, and (ii) all
real property rights and related personal property rights, contractual rights, Governmental
Approvals, or other rights of Owner relating to the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the AC
Upgrades (collectively, the "Purchaser Mortgage"), (b) execute and deliver a security agreement
and all other agreements, documents, or instruments required or customary to provide Purchaser
with a fully perfected security interest in and to (i) any material contracts entered into in
connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line or the AC Upgrades, and (ii) all of
Owner's other assets relating to the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the AC Upgrades,
including all personal property rights, contractual rights, Governmental Approvals, or other
rights of Owner to develop, procure, construct, operate, and maintain the Northern Pass
Transmission Line (collectively, the "Security Agreement"), and (c) cause each of its members to
grant to Purchaser a present and continuing perfected lien on, and security interest in, all of the
equity interests in Owner (collectively, the "Membership Pledges," and collectively with the
Purchaser Mortgage and the Security Agreement, "Purchaser's Security Documents"). The
Purchaser's Security Documents shall be based upon the agreements securing Owner's
obligations under the Construction Loan Agreement, but shall not include any representations,
warranties, covenants, or restrictions other than those that are reasonably required with respect to
the creation, validity, perfection, protection or enforcement of Purchaser's security interests in
the assets and property described in this Section 17.2.1 or as may otherwise be reasonably
satisfactory to Purchaser, Owner, and the Financing Parties. The Purchaser's Security
Documents shall provide that any such document may be assigned by Purchaser solely to the
assignee of Purchaser pursuant to a permitted assignment of this Agreement. Subject to the
rights of any Financing Parties, Owner shall cause the mortgage, liens and security interests
created pursuant to Purchaser's Security Documents (collectively, "Purchaser's Lien") to be
maintained in full force and effect at all times following the Distribution Date and until the later
to occur of the expiration or earlier termination of the Term or the date on which any accrued but
unpaid payment obligation of Owner to Purchaser hereunder shall have been fully, finally and
indefeasibly satisfied. Promptly following such later date, Purchaser shall release the Purchaser's
Lien. The granting of Purchaser's Lien shall not be to the exclusion of, or be construed to limit,
the amount of any claims, causes of action or other rights accruing to Purchaser by reason of any
breach by Owner under this Agreement, an Owner Default or the termination of this Agreement.

Section 17.2.2.Subordination. Purchaser's Lien shall be subordinate in
right of priority and remedies only to the interests of the Financing Parties, to the extent of the
Project Debt Obligations, but shall be superior in priority to all other indebtedness of Owner
secured by the assets subject to the Purchaser's Security Documents. The subordination of
Purchaser's Lien shall be effective on the terms and conditions set forth in Attachment F without
necessity of the execution by Purchaser of further instruments to effectuate such subordination
(provided that Purchaser's Security Documents shall be subject to the terms and conditions set
forth in Attachment F), but Purchaser agrees to execute and deliver, at the request of any
Financing Party, such documents or instruments as may be reasonably required to confirm such
subordination on the terms and conditions set forth in Attachment F and otherwise on terms and
conditions reasonably required by the Financing Parties. Solely for purposes of the automatic
subordination provided for in this Section 17.2.2, the principal amount of the Project Debt
Obligations to which Purchaser's Lien is subordinate shall be deemed to be equal to fifty percent
(50%) of Owner's total capitalization; provided that any documents or instruments executed by
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Purchaser, at the request of any Financing Party, pursuant to the second sentence of this Section
17.2.2 shall specify the maximum actual principal amount of the Project Debt Obligations
(consistent with Owner's obligations under Section 5.6 and Section 8.3(a)) to which Purchaser's
Lien is subordinate. No later than the Distribution Date, Purchaser shall execute and deliver, at
the request of Hydro-Québec Lender, a subordination agreement or intercreditor agreement with
Hydro-Québec Lender with respect to Purchaser's Lien on the terms and conditions set forth in
Attachment F and otherwise reasonably satisfactory to Purchaser and Hydro-Québec Lender. In
addition, no later than the date on which funds are initially distributed by the Term Loan Lender
under the Term Loan Agreement, or, if applicable, by an Additional Lender under the loan and
credit agreements entered into by Owner with respect to any Additional Financing that such
Additional Lender commits to provide, Purchaser shall, at Owner's request, cooperate and
diligently negotiate with each Term Loan Lender or such Additional Lender the form of a
subordination agreement or intercreditor agreement with respect to Purchaser's Lien,
substantially on the terms and conditions set forth in Attachment F, with such other terms and
conditions as may be customary for transactions of a similar nature and as may be reasonably
required by the Term Loan Lender or such Additional Lender (any such agreement, the
"Subordination Agreement").

Section 17.2.3.Recording. Upon or promptly after the Distribution Date,
the Parties shall file and record, at the expense of Owner, the Purchaser Mortgage. In addition,
Owner hereby agrees to take such further action and execute such further instruments as may be
reasonably requested by Purchaser to confirm and continue the validity, priority, and perfection
of Purchaser's Lien, and agrees to cooperate with Purchaser in the execution and filing of, and
hereby authorizes the execution and filing of, such financing statements under the Uniform
Commercial Code or other Applicable Law, as may be requested by Purchaser or required by
Applicable Law, upon or promptly after such date, and to confirm and continue the validity,
priority, and perfection of Purchaser's Lien.

Section 17.2.4.Transfer of Governmental Approval. The Purchaser's
Security Documents shall provide that, in the event Purchaser acts to obtain title (directly or
indirectly) to the Northern Pass Transmission Line by exercise of its rights thereunder, Owner
shall cooperate diligently with Purchaser in connection with the transfer to Purchaser of all
Governmental Approvals necessary to construct, own or operate the Northern Pass Transmission
Line.

ARTICLE 18

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Section 18.1. Referral to the Management Committee.

(a) Either Party may refer a Dispute (other than a Dispute over
the matters described in Section 13.2(b)(iii)(A), Section 13.2(b)(iii)(B) and Section
13.2(b)(iii)(C)) to the Management Committee by written notice to the other Party of such
referral ("Dispute Notice"); provided that, following an Impasse with respect to any matter
upon which the Managers were unable to reach agreement or any Dispute that the Managers
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were unable to resolve, such matter or Dispute shall not be referred back to the Management
Committee pursuant to this clause (a). Such Dispute Notice shall include a Position Statement.
Each Party shall honor any reasonable request made by the other Party for information with
regard to a Dispute.

(b) Subject to Section 18.2 and except as expressly provided
otherwise in this Agreement, any Dispute that has not been timely resolved by the Management
Committee, as provided in Section 13.9 (or any Dispute that may not be referred to the
Management Committee, as described in clause (a) above), shall be finally resolved in
accordance with Section 18.3.

(c) All negotiations pursuant to this Section 18.1 shall be
deemed to be confidential and shall be treated as compromise and settlement negotiations, and
no evidence with regard to any proposal made during such negotiations shall be admissible in
any arbitration under Section 18.3 or in any other proceeding following such negotiations,
including any FERC proceeding or filing contemplated by Section 18.2.

Section 18.2. Disputes to be Resolved by FERC. In the event a Dispute over any
of the following matters is not resolved in accordance with Section 18.1(a), either Party shall
have the right to file for relief with FERC, subject to Article 20, unless the Parties mutually agree
to resolve such Dispute in accordance with Section 18.3 or by some other means:

(a) Any matter subject to challenge under Section 8.1.4;

(b) Any matter subject to challenge under Section 8.1.5;

(c) Any matter subject to challenge under Section 8.4(b);

(d) Any matter subject to challenge under Section 8.6(d);

(e) Any matter subject to challenge under Section 8.6(f);

(f) Any filing or Dispute under Article 9 or Article 10 (to the
extent that Article 9 or Article 10 does not expressly require resolution under Section 18.3);

(g) Any matter subject to challenge under Article 20; or

(h) Any matter that is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of
FERC; provided that, in the event any Party objects to the reference of any such matter to
FERC on the grounds that such matter is not subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of FERC, the
matter shall be referred to FERC for resolution of the Dispute as to whether or not such matter
is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of FERC.

Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as precluding a Party from filing any
answer, protest or other opposition to any FERC filing made by the other Party, unless
expressly prohibited under the terms of this Agreement.
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Section 18.3. Arbitration.

Section 18.3.1.Arbitration of Technical Disputes.

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the Execution Date, the Parties
shall propose the names of up to three (3) technical experts to act as Expert Arbitrators for
Technical Disputes that may arise ("Expert Arbitrator Candidates"). A Party shall accept or
reject any Expert Arbitrator Candidate proposed by the other Party within ten (10) Business
Days after such proposal. The Parties shall continue to propose Expert Arbitrator Candidates
until the panel of Expert Arbitrators is comprised of at least three (3) Expert Arbitrators (the
"Panel"). The Parties shall agree upon the order of the Expert Arbitrators on the Panel. If any
Expert Arbitrator is no longer available to serve on the Panel or ceases to satisfy the criteria for
an Expert Arbitrator, then the Parties shall promptly agree upon a suitable replacement.

(b) Once the period for resolution of a Dispute submitted to the
Management Committee, as set forth in Section 18.1, has terminated without a resolution of
such Dispute, or earlier if both Parties agree, and in the event the Dispute is technical in nature
(a "Technical Dispute"), the Technical Dispute may be submitted by either Party (with
concurrent notice of such submission to the other Party (a "Technical Dispute Notice")) for
arbitration by an Expert Arbitrator (an "Expert Arbitration"). Any Party involved in the
Technical Dispute may object to reference of the Technical Dispute to an Expert Arbitrator on
the grounds that such Technical Dispute is not appropriate for resolution by Expert Arbitration
by giving notice of such objection to the other Party within ten (10) Business Days after the
receipt by such Party of the Technical Dispute Notice, whereupon an Expert Arbitrator selected
in accordance with clause (c) below shall determine whether or not such Dispute is a Technical
Dispute appropriate for resolution by Expert Arbitration. In the event the Expert Arbitration
determines that the Dispute is a Technical Dispute appropriate for resolution by Expert
Arbitration, such Dispute shall be resolved in accordance with this Section 18.3.1. Absent such
determination, the Technical Dispute shall be finally resolved in accordance with Section
18.3.2.

(c) The Parties shall promptly confer as to which of the Expert
Arbitrators on the Panel have the appropriate expertise to hear the Technical Dispute. Promptly
thereafter, the Party referring the Technical Dispute to Expert Arbitration shall contact the first
Expert Arbitrator on the Panel who the Parties mutually agree has such expertise. If such
Expert Arbitrator has any financial interest in the outcome of any Dispute or is unavailable to
serve in a timely fashion, then the other Expert Arbitrators on the Panel who the Parties
mutually agree have such expertise shall be contacted in order until an Expert Arbitrator
without any financial interest in the outcome of the Technical Dispute is available to hear the
Technical Dispute in a timely fashion. If, for any reason, all of the Expert Arbitrators on the
Panel without any financial interest in the outcome of any Dispute are unavailable to hear the
Technical Dispute, or the Parties fail to agree that any of the available Expert Arbitrators on the
Panel have the appropriate expertise to hear the Technical Dispute, then Parties shall have ten
(10) days to agree upon a suitable Expert Arbitrator. If the Parties fail to agree, within such ten
(10)-day period, upon an Expert Arbitrator to hear the Technical Dispute, then, on the request
of either Party, the International Chamber of Commerce ("ICC") Center for Expertise shall
appoint an Expert Arbitrator to hear the Technical Dispute.
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(d) The arbitration of the Technical Dispute shall be conducted
in New York, New York (or such other place to which the Parties mutually agree in writing), in
accordance with ICC Rules for Expertise. The language of the arbitration of the Technical
Dispute and of all documentation in the arbitration shall be English. The Expert Arbitrator may
request information and documents from the Parties that he or she determines to be reasonably
necessary to resolve the Technical Dispute. The Expert Arbitrator shall review evidence and
other submissions by the Parties and, unless the Parties mutually agree otherwise, shall hold a
one (1)-day hearing. The Parties and the Expert Arbitrator shall use commercially reasonable
efforts to have the Expert Arbitrator render a final award as soon as possible, and if practicable,
within ninety (90) days after his or her appointment. Such time period may be extended by the
Expert Arbitrator for good cause shown or by the written agreement of both Parties. The award
of the Expert Arbitrator shall be in writing and shall briefly state the findings of fact and
conclusions of law upon which it is based; it shall be final and binding on the Parties, and may
be entered and enforced in any court having jurisdiction.

Section 18.3.2.Arbitration for Other Disputes.

(a) Disputes not covered by Section 18.3.1 shall be finally
resolved by arbitration in accordance with the Rules of the ICC (the "Rules"), as in effect from
time to time.

(b) The place of arbitration shall be New York, New York (or
such other place to which the Parties mutually agree in writing). The language of the
arbitration and of all documentation in the arbitration shall be English. If the amount in
controversy is Five Million Dollars ($5,000,000) or less (including all claims and
counterclaims), then the Dispute shall be decided by a single arbitrator who shall be agreed
upon by the Parties within twenty (20) days after the receipt by a Party of a copy of a written
demand for arbitration from the other Party. If the amount in controversy is more than Five
Million Dollars ($5,000,000) (including all claims and counterclaims), then the Dispute shall be
decided by three (3) neutral and impartial arbitrators, one of whom shall be appointed by each
of the Parties in accordance with the Rules, and the third arbitrator, who shall chair the arbitral
tribunal, shall be appointed by the Party-appointed arbitrators within fifteen (15) days after the
appointment of the second arbitrator. In the event any arbitrator is not appointed within the
time limit provided herein, such arbitrator shall be appointed by the ICC. Any arbitrator
appointed by the ICC shall be a retired judge or a practicing attorney, with not less than fifteen
(15) years of experience with large complex cases and who, if practicable, is an experienced
arbitrator of disputes involving transmission facilities. All arbitrators shall be fluent in the
English language. The Parties, with the consent of the arbitrator(s), shall be entitled to
discovery of documents directly related to the issues in Dispute. The arbitrator(s) may also
request additional information from the Parties. The arbitration shall be governed by the
Federal Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. § 1 et seq. The award of the arbitrator(s) shall be in writing
and shall briefly state the findings of fact and conclusions of law upon which it is based; it shall
be final and binding on the Parties, and may be entered and enforced in any court having
jurisdiction.

Section 18.3.3.Arbitral Awards; Fees and Expenses. No Expert Arbitrator
or arbitrator is empowered to award damages in excess of compensatory damages and each Party
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expressly waives and foregoes any right to damages, claims, or remedies identified in Article 19.
The fees and expenses of the Expert Arbitrator or arbitrator(s), as applicable, and the costs of the
facilities required for the Expert Arbitration or arbitration, as applicable, shall be paid equally by
the Parties, unless the award specifies a different division of such costs and expenses. Each
Party shall be responsible for its own expenses, including attorneys' fees. Each of the Parties
shall be afforded adequate opportunity to present information in support of its position on the
Dispute being arbitrated.

Section 18.3.4.Confidentiality. All Disputes shall be resolved in a
confidential manner. The Expert Arbitrator or arbitrator(s), as applicable, shall agree to hold any
information received during the Expert Arbitration or arbitration, as applicable, in the strictest of
confidence and shall not disclose to any non-party the existence, contents or results of the Expert
Arbitration or arbitration, as applicable, or any other information about such Expert Arbitration
or arbitration, as applicable. No Party shall disclose or permit the disclosure of any information
about the evidence adduced or the documents produced by the other Party in such proceedings or
about the existence, contents or results of the proceeding, except as (x) may be required by
Applicable Law or a Governmental Authority, (y) may be necessary in an action in aid of such
proceedings or for enforcement of an arbitral award, and (z) reasonably required for enforcement
or interpretation of this Agreement by FERC to the extent any Dispute is brought to FERC as
provided in Section 18.2. Before making any disclosure permitted by the foregoing clauses (x)
and (y), the Party intending to make such disclosure shall give the other Party reasonable written
notice in advance of the intended disclosure and afford the other Party a reasonable opportunity
to protect its interests. The following information shall not be subject to the restrictions provided
for in this Section 18.3.4:

(a) Information that is a matter of public knowledge at the time
of its disclosure or is thereafter published in or otherwise ascertainable from a source available
to the public without breach of this Agreement;

(b) Information that is obtained from a Person other than by or
as a result of unauthorized disclosure; or

(c) Information that, prior to the time of disclosure, had been
independently developed or obtained by the disclosing Party or its Affiliates independent of
information obtained as a result of unauthorized disclosure.

Section 18.3.5.Arbitration Proceedings. Each Party shall proceed to
conclude the Expert Arbitration or arbitration, as applicable, proceeding as quickly as reasonably
possible. If a Party refuses to participate in any such proceeding, then the other Party may
petition any court of law having proper jurisdiction for an order to compel Expert Arbitration or
arbitration, as applicable. All costs and expenses incurred by the petitioning Party in enforcing
such participation obligation shall be paid for by the refusing Party.

Section 18.3.6.Exclusive Remedies. Except for any Dispute to be resolved
pursuant to Section 18.2, Expert Arbitration or arbitration, as applicable, under this Section 18.3
shall be the exclusive remedy for all Disputes arising under this Agreement that are not resolved
by the Management Committee.
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Section 18.4. Equitable Remedies. Notwithstanding anything herein to the
contrary, prior to the appointment of an Expert Arbitrator under Section 18.3.1 or the arbitrator
or arbitrators under Section 18.3.2, either Party may seek temporary injunctive relief in a court of
law with jurisdiction over the Parties to maintain the status quo or prevent irreparable harm.
Without prejudice to such provisional remedies as may be available under the jurisdiction of a
court, the arbitrator(s) shall have full authority to grant provisional remedies or order the Parties
to request that a court modify or vacate any temporary or preliminary relief issued by such court,
and to award damages for the failure of any Party to respect the orders of the arbitrator(s) to that
effect.

ARTICLE 19

LIMITATION OF REMEDIES

NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING IN THIS AGREEMENT TO THE CONTRARY,
NEITHER PARTY NOR ANY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENTS, SUBCONTRACTORS,
REPRESENTATIVES OR AFFILIATES SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE OTHER PARTY FOR
PUNITIVE, CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL, MULTIPLE, EXEMPLARY, INCIDENTAL OR
INDIRECT DAMAGES OF ANY NATURE, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING: LOSS OF
REVENUE OR PROFIT FROM THE WHOLESALE SALE OF POWER; ADVERSE RATE
IMPACTS ON RETAIL OR WHOLESALE CUSTOMERS OF EITHER PARTY OR THEIR
RESPECTIVE AFFILIATES; LOSS OF A TAX BENEFIT OR TAX CREDIT; LOSS OF USE
DAMAGES (EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY CONTEMPLATED IN Section 4.3.1 OR Section 7.4
OR FOR ANY DIRECT DAMAGES SUFFERED BY PURCHASER AS A RESULT OF A
BREACH BY OWNER OF ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER Section 6.2, Article 10, Section 11.2
OR Article 12); COST OF REPLACEMENT POWER; COST OF REPLACEMENT
TRANSMISSION SERVICE (EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY CONTEMPLATED IN Section 4.3.1
OR Section 7.4); OR CLAIMS OF CUSTOMERS FOR LOSS OF POWER OR PRODUCTION,
IN EACH CASE, ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO THE PERFORMANCE OF THIS
AGREEMENT, AND WHETHER SUCH LIABILITY IS CLAIMED IN CONTRACT OR
TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE AND STRICT LIABILITY, WARRANTY, FAILURE
OF GOOD UTILITY PRACTICE OR ANY OTHER LEGAL OR EQUITABLE THEORY).

FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF DOUBT, THE PARTIES ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE
THAT Section 4.3.1 OR Section 7.4 PROVIDE THE SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDIES
FOR ANY LOSS OF USE CONTEMPLATED BY Section 4.3.1 OR Section 7.4 AND
NOTHING IN Section 6.2, Article 10, Section 11.2 OR Article 12 SHALL SUPERSEDE,
SUPPLEMENT OR AMEND SUCH SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDIES.

THIS Article 19 IS IN ADDITION TO THE SPECIFIC LIMITATIONS ON REMEDIES
REFERENCED IN Article 15.
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ARTICLE 20

MODIFICATION OF THIS AGREEMENT

Section 20.1. Certain Changes to Formula Rate. Notwithstanding anything
herein to the contrary, nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as affecting in any
way the right of Owner to make a unilateral filing at any time under Section 205 of the Federal
Power Act or the regulations promulgated thereunder to change the Formula Rate. In the event
of any such Section 205 filing, Purchaser shall have the right to oppose Owner's proposed
changes to the Formula Rate in any FERC proceeding. In addition, notwithstanding anything
herein to the contrary, nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as affecting in any
way the right of Purchaser to file a complaint at any time under Section 206 of the Federal Power
Act seeking to change the Formula Rate. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, no filing by
Owner under Section 205 of the Federal Power Act or by either Party under Section 206 of the
Federal Power Act shall be permitted to the extent that it is inconsistent with the terms and
conditions of this Agreement.

Section 20.2. Other Modifications. The Parties specifically intend and
acknowledge and agree that, except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, (a) this
Agreement shall not be subject to amendment or other modification, absent the written
agreement of both Parties and (b) neither Party shall be permitted to make a filing with FERC
under any provision of the Federal Power Act or the regulations promulgated thereunder that
seeks to amend or otherwise modify, or requests FERC to amend or otherwise modify, any
provision of this Agreement at any time during the Term, except to implement an amendment or
other modification to this Agreement that has been reduced to writing and signed by both Parties.
In addition, to the extent any third party, or FERC acting sua sponte seeks to amend or otherwise
modify, or requests FERC to amend or otherwise modify, any provision of this Agreement, the
standard of review for any proposed amendment or other modification shall be the "public
interest" standard of review set forth in United Gas Pipe Line Co. v. Mobile Gas Service Corp.,
350 U.S. 332 (1956), and Federal Power Commission v. Sierra Pacific Power Co., 350 U.S. 348
(1956), and as further defined in Morgan Stanley Capital Group, Inc. v. Public Utility District
No. 1 of Snohomish County, 128 S.Ct. 2733 (2008) and NRG Power Marketing, LLC v. Maine
Public Utilities Commission, 130 S.Ct. 693 (2010).

ARTICLE 21

INDEMNIFICATION

Section 21.1. Purchaser Indemnity. Purchaser shall indemnify, defend and hold
harmless Owner and Owner's Affiliates and their respective officers, directors, shareholders,
managers, members, partners, agents, employees, representatives, and permitted successors and
assigns (each, an "Owner Indemnified Party"), from and against any and all claims, demands,
suits, proceedings, judgments, losses, liabilities, damages, in each case, resulting from any third-
party claims, together with any costs and expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) incurred
by any such Owner Indemnified Party, and arising out of (a) the performance by the OASIS
Provider or the OASIS Administrator of capacity release functions and transmission resales
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pursuant to this Agreement or (b) the gross negligence, willful misconduct or criminal
misconduct of Purchaser. Purchaser shall have no obligations under the immediately preceding
sentence to the extent any claims, demands, suits, proceedings, judgments, losses, liabilities,
damages, costs and expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) incurred by any such Owner
Indemnified Party are caused by or arise from the gross negligence, willful misconduct or
criminal misconduct of, or breach or default of contract by, an Owner Indemnified Party.

Section 21.2. Owner Indemnity. Owner shall indemnify, defend and hold
harmless Purchaser and Purchaser's Affiliates and their respective officers, directors,
shareholders, managers, members, partners, agents, employees, representatives, and permitted
successors and assigns (each, a "Purchaser Indemnified Party"), from and against any and all
claims, demands, suits, proceedings, judgments, losses, liabilities, damages, in each case,
resulting from any third-party claims, together with any costs and expenses (including reasonable
attorneys' fees) incurred by any such Purchaser Indemnified Party, and arising out of the gross
negligence, willful misconduct or criminal misconduct of Owner, other than Excluded Claims.
Owner shall have no obligations under the immediately preceding sentence to the extent any
claims, demands, suits, proceedings, judgments, losses, liabilities, damages, costs and expenses
(including reasonable attorneys' fees) incurred by any such Purchaser Indemnified Party are
caused by or arise from the gross negligence, willful misconduct or criminal misconduct of, or
breach of contract by, a Purchaser Indemnified Party.

Section 21.3. Procedures. Promptly after the receipt by any Person seeking
indemnification under this Article 21 (the "Indemnified Party") of written notice of the assertion
of any claim by a third party with respect to any matter in respect of which indemnification may
be sought hereunder (a "Third Party Claim"), the Indemnified Party shall give written notice (the
"Indemnification Notice") to the Party from which indemnification is sought (the "Indemnifying
Party"), and shall thereafter keep the Indemnifying Party reasonably informed with respect
thereto; provided, however, that the failure of the Indemnified Party to give the Indemnifying
Party notice as provided herein shall not relieve the Indemnifying Party of any of its obligations
hereunder, except to the extent that the Indemnifying Party is materially prejudiced by such
failure. The Indemnifying Party shall be entitled to assume the defense of any Third Party Claim
by written notice to the Indemnified Party of such intention given within thirty (30) days after the
receipt by the Indemnifying Party of the Indemnification Notice; provided, however, that counsel
selected by the Indemnifying Party shall be reasonably satisfactory to the Indemnified Party.
The Indemnifying Party shall be liable for the fees and expenses of counsel employed by the
Indemnified Party for any period during which the Indemnifying Party has not assumed the
defense of any Third Party Claim (other than during any period during which the Indemnified
Party has failed to give notice of such Third Party Claim as provided above). If the
Indemnifying Party shall assume the defense of the Third Party Claim, then the Indemnifying
Party shall not compromise or settle such Third Party Claim without the prior written consent of
the Indemnified Party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, delayed or conditioned;
provided, however, that the Indemnified Party shall have no obligation to consent to any
settlement that (a) does not include, as an unconditional term thereof, the giving by the claimant
or the plaintiff of a release of the Indemnified Party from all liability with respect to such Third
Party Claim or (b) involves the imposition of equitable remedies or the imposition of any
material obligations on such Indemnified Party other than financial obligations for which such
Indemnified Party is indemnified hereunder. As long as the Indemnifying Party is contesting any
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such Third Party Claim on a timely basis, the Indemnified Party shall not pay, compromise or
settle any claims brought under such Third Party Claim. Notwithstanding the assumption by the
Indemnifying Party of the defense of any Third Party Claim as provided in this Section 21.3, the
Indemnified Party shall be permitted to participate in the defense of such Third Party Claim and
to employ counsel at its own expense (it being understood that the Indemnifying Party controls
such defense); provided, however, that, if the defendants in any Third Party Claim shall include
both an Indemnifying Party and any Indemnified Party, and such Indemnified Party shall have
reasonably concluded that counsel selected by the Indemnifying Party has a conflict of interest
because of the availability of different or additional defenses to such Indemnified Party, such
Indemnified Party shall then have the right to select separate counsel to participate in the defense
of such Third Party Claim on its behalf, at the expense of the Indemnifying Party; provided that
the Indemnifying Party shall not be obligated to pay the expenses of more than one separate
counsel for all Indemnified Parties, taken together.

Section 21.4. Defenses. If the Indemnifying Party shall fail to notify the
Indemnified Party of its desire to assume the defense of any Third Party Claim within the
prescribed period of time, or shall notify the Indemnified Party that it will not assume the
defense of any such Third Party Claim, then the Indemnified Party may assume the defense of
any such Third Party Claim, in which case it may do so acting in good faith and otherwise in
such manner as it may deem appropriate, and the Indemnifying Party shall be bound by any
determination made in such Third Party Claim.

Section 21.5. Cooperation. The Indemnified Party and the Indemnifying Party
shall each cooperate fully (and shall each cause its Affiliates to cooperate fully) with the other in
the defense of any Third Party Claim pursuant to this Article 21. Without limiting the generality
of the foregoing, each such Person shall furnish the other such Person (at the expense of the
Indemnifying Party) with such documentary or other evidence as is then in its or any of its
Affiliates' possession, as may reasonably be requested by the other Person for the purpose of
defending against any such Third Party Claim.

Section 21.6. Recovery. The amount of any indemnity hereunder shall be
reduced by any insurance proceeds (including any proceeds of any liability insurance policy or
any insurance proceeds or other amounts payable to any Financing Party, unless such amounts
payable are permitted under the applicable Loan Documents to be applied to the Third Party
Claim) actually recovered by the Indemnified Party in connection with the Third Party Claim. If
at any time subsequent to the receipt by an Indemnified Party of an indemnity payment
hereunder, such Indemnified Party (or any Affiliate thereof) receives any recovery, settlement or
other similar payment with respect to the Third Party Claim for which it received such indemnity
payment (a "Recovery"), such Indemnified Party shall then promptly pay to the Indemnifying
Party the amount of such Recovery, less any expenses incurred by such Indemnified Party (or its
Affiliates) in connection with such Recovery, but in no event shall any such payment exceed the
amount of such indemnity payment.

Section 21.7. Subrogation. To the extent the Indemnifying Party makes or is
required to make any indemnity payment to the Indemnified Party, the Indemnifying Party shall
be entitled to exercise, and shall be subrogated to, any rights and remedies (including rights of
indemnity, rights of contribution and other rights of recovery) that the Indemnified Party or any
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of its Affiliates may have against any other Person with respect thereto, whether directly or
indirectly related. The Indemnified Party shall permit the Indemnifying Party to use the name of
the Indemnified Party and the names of the Indemnified Party's Affiliates in any transaction or in
any proceeding or other matter involving any of such rights or remedies; and the Indemnified
Party shall take such actions as the Indemnifying Party may reasonably request for the purpose
of enabling the Indemnifying Party to perfect or exercise its right of subrogation hereunder.

ARTICLE 22

REPRESENTATIONS, WARRANTIES AND COVENANTS

Section 22.1. Mutual Representations and Warranties. Each Party hereby
represents and warrants to the other Party that all of the statements in this Section 22.1 are true
and correct as of the Execution Date (unless another date is expressly indicated) and will be true
and correct as of the Effective Date and as of the Commercial Operation Date, but not as of any
other date:

(a) It has knowledge and experience in financial matters and in
the electric industry that enable it to evaluate the merits and risks of this Agreement and the
transactions contemplated hereby, and is capable of evaluating such merits and risks and
assuming such risks. It is acting for its own account, has made its own independent decision to
enter into this Agreement as to whether this Agreement is appropriate and proper for it based
upon its own judgment, is not relying upon the advice or recommendations of the other Party in
doing so, and understands and accepts the terms, conditions, and risks of this Agreement and
the transactions contemplated hereby;

(b) It has entered into this Agreement in connection with the
conduct of its business;

(c) The other Party is not acting as a fiduciary or an advisor
with respect to this Agreement or the transactions contemplated hereby;

(d) It is not subject to an Insolvency Event and there are no
proceedings pending or being contemplated by it or, to its knowledge, threatened against it that
could result in the occurrence of an Insolvency Event with respect to it; and

(e) It is an entity subject to the procedures and substantive
provisions of the Bankruptcy Code applicable to U.S. corporations or limited liability
companies, as applicable, generally.

Section 22.2. Additional Representations and Warranties of Purchaser.
Purchaser hereby represents and warrants to Owner that all of the statements in this Section 22.2
are true and correct as of the Execution Date (unless another date is expressly indicated) and,
except for the statement in Section 22.2(h), will be true and correct as of the Effective Date and
as of the Commercial Operation Date, but not as of any other date:
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(a) Purchaser is duly organized, validly existing, and in good
standing under the laws in the State of Delaware and is qualified in each other jurisdiction
where the failure to so qualify would have a Material Adverse Effect on Purchaser, and
Purchaser has all requisite power and authority to conduct its business, own its properties, and
to execute, deliver, and perform its obligations under this Agreement;

(b) Purchaser has all requisite corporate power and authority
necessary to authorize the execution and delivery of this Agreement and the performance of its
obligations hereunder, and to consummate the transactions contemplated hereby, and this
Agreement has been duly executed and delivered by Purchaser;

(c) Assuming due authorization, execution and delivery by
Owner, this Agreement constitutes Purchaser's legal, valid and binding obligation enforceable
against Purchaser in accordance with its terms, subject to applicable bankruptcy, insolvency,
reorganization and other laws of general application relating to or affecting creditors' rights
generally and to general principles of equity (regardless of whether considered in a proceeding
in equity or at law);

(d) No legal proceeding is pending or, to its knowledge,
threatened against Purchaser or any of its Affiliates that could have a Material Adverse Effect
on Purchaser;

(e) No event with respect to Purchaser has occurred or is
continuing that would constitute a Purchaser Default, and no Purchaser Default will occur as a
result of Purchaser entering into or performing its obligations under this Agreement;

(f) The execution, delivery and performance of this Agreement
by Purchaser does not and will not (i) violate any provisions of its certificate of incorporation
or bylaws, or any Applicable Law; or (ii) violate, or result in any breach of, or constitute any
default under, any agreement or instrument to which it is a party or by which it or any of its
properties may be bound or affected;

(g) No actions, Consents, notifications, waivers, orders and
filings are necessary with respect to the execution, delivery and performance of this Agreement
by Purchaser; and

(h) To the best of Purchaser's knowledge, the Canadian
Approvals and the Operational Approvals constitute all of the actions, Consents, notifications,
waivers, orders and filings that are necessary to commence construction of the Québec Line in
a manner consistent with Attachment A.

(i) Purchaser is in compliance with all Applicable Laws,
except such noncompliance as could not reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse
Effect on Purchaser. Purchaser has not received any written notice that it is under investigation
with respect to a violation of any Applicable Law that could reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect on Purchaser.
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Section 22.3. Additional Representations and Warranties of Owner. Owner
hereby represents and warrants to Purchaser that all of the statements in this Section 22.3 are true
and correct as of the Execution Date (unless another date is expressly indicated) and, except for
the statement in Section 22.3(g),will be true and correct as of the Effective Date and as of the
Commercial Operation Date, but not as of any other date:

(a) Owner is duly organized, validly existing, and in good
standing under the laws in the State of New Hampshire and is qualified in each other
jurisdiction where the failure to so qualify would have a Material Adverse Effect on Owner,
and Owner has all requisite power and authority to conduct its business, own its properties, and
to execute, deliver, and perform its obligations under this Agreement;

(b) Owner has all requisite limited liability company power
and authority necessary to authorize the execution and delivery of this Agreement and the
performance of its obligations hereunder, and to consummate the transactions contemplated
hereby, and this Agreement has been duly executed and delivered by Owner;

(c) Assuming due authorization, execution and delivery by
Purchaser, this Agreement constitutes Owner's legal, valid and binding obligation enforceable
against Owner in accordance with its terms, subject to applicable bankruptcy, insolvency,
reorganization and other laws of general application relating to or affecting creditors' rights
generally and to general principles of equity (regardless of whether considered in a proceeding
in equity or at law);

(d) No legal proceeding is pending or, to its knowledge,
threatened against Owner or any of its Affiliates that could have a Material Adverse Effect on
Owner;

(e) No event with respect to Owner has occurred or is
continuing that would constitute an Owner Default, and no Owner Default will occur as a result
of Owner entering into or performing its obligations under this Agreement;

(f) The execution, delivery and performance of this Agreement
by Owner does not and will not (i) violate any provisions of its articles of organization or
operating agreement, or any Applicable Law; or (ii) violate, or result in any breach of, or
constitute any default under, any agreement or instrument to which it is a party or by which it
or any of its properties may be bound or affected;

(g) To the best of Owner's knowledge, the Owner Approvals
and the Operational Approvals constitute all of the actions, Consents, notifications, waivers,
orders and filings that are necessary with respect to the execution, delivery and performance of
this Agreement by Owner, other than the AC Upgrade Approvals; and

(h) Owner is in compliance with all Applicable Laws, except
such noncompliance as could not reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect on
Owner. Owner has not received any written notice that it is under investigation with respect to
a violation of any Applicable Law that could reasonably be expected to have a Material
Adverse Effect on Owner.
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Section 22.4. NO OTHER REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES. THE
REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES OF OWNER SET FORTH IN Section 22.1 AND
Section 22.3 ARE OWNER'S SOLE REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES
ASSOCIATED WITH THE NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LINE AND ARE MADE IN
LIEU OF ALL OTHER REPRESENTATIONS, WARRANTIES AND GUARANTEES,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ASSOCIATED WITH THE NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION
LINE, INCLUDING REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES AS TO
MERCHANTABILITY, USAGE, SUITABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR
PURPOSE. THE FOREGOING SENTENCE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED IN ANY WAY
TO LIMIT OWNER'S EXPRESS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THIS AGREEMENT.

ARTICLE 23

TRANSFER OF INTERESTS

Section 23.1. No Transfer of Interests.

(a) Any (i) direct or indirect change of control of either Party
(whether voluntary or by operation of law), (ii) sale, transfer or other disposition of all or
substantially all of the assets of either Party or (iii) except as provided in Section 23.3,
assignment, transfer or other disposition of, whether to one or more assignees or transferees, all
or any portion of either Party's rights, interests or obligations under this Agreement (each of the
foregoing, a "Transfer"), shall require the prior written consent of the other Party, which
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, delayed or conditioned when viewed in light of all
reasonable considerations, including the security or other financial assurances to be provided
by on or behalf of any proposed successor or assign (including the net worth and
creditworthiness of the issuer) and the availability and terms of any consent required from any
Financing Party in connection with such Transfer. Any Transfer in contravention of this
Article 23 shall be null and void.

(b) If Owner consents to a Transfer by Purchaser pursuant to
this Section 23.1, then, upon such Transfer, including (i) the assumption, in writing by the
Transferee, of Purchaser's obligations under this Agreement with respect to the Transferred
portion of this Agreement, which assumption is not subject to conditions that have not been
satisfied or waived, and (ii) delivery to Owner of any replacement security or other financial
assurances to be provided by or on behalf of such Transferee, then, provided that a Purchaser
Default shall not have occurred and be continuing, (x) the obligations of Purchaser (and of
Hydro-Québec under the Purchaser Guaranty) shall terminate to the extent of the Transferred
portion of this Agreement (it being understood that the Stated Cap shall be reduced in
proportion to the Transferred portion of this Agreement), and Purchaser and Hydro-Québec
shall be fully, finally, and unconditionally released from all liability associated therewith to the
extent of the Transferred portion of this Agreement, and (y) at the request of Purchaser, Owner
shall execute and deliver, to Purchaser or Hydro-Québec, a full, final, and unconditional release
of the Purchaser Guaranty, in such form as Purchaser may reasonably request, with respect to
the Transferred portion of this Agreement.
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(c) If Purchaser consents to a Transfer by Owner pursuant to
this Section 23.1, then, upon such Transfer, including (i) the assumption, in writing by the
Transferee, of Owner's obligations under this Agreement with respect to the Transferred
portion of this Agreement, which assumption is not subject to conditions that have not been
satisfied or waived, and (ii) delivery to Purchaser of any replacement security or other financial
assurances to be provided by or on behalf of such Transferee, then, provided that an Owner
Default shall not have occurred and be continuing, (x) the obligations of Owner (and of
Northeast Utilities and NSTAR under the Owner Guaranties and the Membership Pledges)
shall terminate to the extent of the Transferred portion of this Agreement (it being understood
that the aggregate liability of Northeast Utilities and NSTAR under the Owner Guaranties shall
be reduced in proportion to the Transferred portion of this Agreement), and Owner, Northeast
Utilities and NSTAR shall be fully, finally, and unconditionally released from all liability
associated therewith to the extent of the Transferred portion of this Agreement, and (y) at the
request of Owner, Purchaser shall execute and deliver, to Owner, Northeast Utilities or NSTAR,
a full, final, and unconditional release of the Owner Guaranties and the Membership Pledges, in
such form as Owner may reasonably request, with respect to the Transferred portion of this
Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, neither the Purchaser Mortgage nor the Security
Agreement shall not terminate upon any Transfer by Owner pursuant to this Section 23.1,
unless otherwise agreed in writing by Purchaser.

Section 23.2. Exceptions. Notwithstanding Section 23.1, consent shall not be
required for any of the following:

(a) Any (i) change of control of Owner or (ii) transfer or other
disposition of all or substantially all of the assets of Owner, in each case, resulting from a
collateral assignment in favor of a Financing Party in accordance with Section 23.3;

(b) Any change of control of Owner resulting from the direct
or indirect transfer of interests in Northeast Utilities or NSTAR; or

(c) Any change of control of Purchaser resulting from the
direct or indirect transfer of interests in Hydro-Québec.

Section 23.3. Collateral Assignment. Owner shall be entitled, without restriction,
to make one or more assignments of this Agreement for purposes of collateral security or any or
all of its rights and benefits hereunder to or for the benefit of any and all Financing Parties, or
grant to or for the benefit of any and all Financing Parties a lien on, or security interest in, any
right, title or interest in all or any part of Owner's rights hereunder for the purpose of the
financing or successive refinancing of the ownership, development, engineering, construction or
operation of the Northern Pass Transmission Line; provided, however, that such assignment for
purposes of collateral security shall recognize Purchaser's rights under this Agreement on terms
and conditions as may be customary for financings of a similar nature and reasonably requested
by any Financing Party. To facilitate Owner's obtaining of financing or successive refinancing
for the ownership, development, engineering, construction or operation of the Northern Pass
Transmission Line, Purchaser shall cooperate with Owner and shall execute and deliver such
consents, acknowledgements, direct agreements or similar documents as may be customary for
financings of a similar nature and reasonably requested by any Financing Party. Purchaser shall
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also, at Owner's request, cause Hydro-Québec to cooperate with Owner to execute and deliver
such consents, acknowledgements, direct agreements or similar documents as may be customary
for financings of a similar nature and reasonably requested by any Financing Party.

ARTICLE 24

MISCELLANEOUS

Section 24.1. Governing Law. This Agreement and each of its provisions shall
be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of New York without
reference to its conflict of law rules other than Section 5-1401 of the New York General
Obligations Law.

Section 24.2. Entire Agreement. This Agreement, together with the Attachments,
constitutes the entire agreement and understanding among the Parties with respect to all subjects
covered hereby and thereby and supersedes all prior discussions, agreements and understandings
among the Parties with respect to such matters.

Section 24.3. Severability. Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.2, (a) in
the event any part of this Agreement is held to be illegal, invalid or unenforceable to any extent,
the legality, validity and enforceability of the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected
thereby, and shall remain in full force and effect and shall be enforced to the greatest extent
permitted by Applicable Law and (b) with respect to any provision found to be illegal, invalid or
unenforceable by an arbitrator having jurisdiction, the Parties shall endeavor to replace such
invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision with the valid, legal and enforceable provision that
achieves, as nearly as practicable, the commercial intent of this Agreement (as it may be
amended from time to time).

Section 24.4. Notices. All notices, billings, requests, demands, waivers,
consents and other communications under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be
effective (a) upon personal delivery thereof, including by overnight mail or courier service, with
a record of receipt, (b) in the case of notice by United States mail, certified or registered, postage
prepaid, return receipt requested, upon the fourth (4th) day after mailing, (c) in the case of notice
by facsimile for any communications other than billings, upon transmission; provided that such
facsimile transmission is promptly confirmed by either of the methods set forth in the foregoing
clause (a) or (b), in each case, addressed to each Party and copy party hereto at its address set
forth below or at such other address as a Party may from time to time designate by written notice
to the other Party pursuant to this Section 24.4, (d) in the case of notice by facsimile for billings
only (but not any other communication, including any subsequent demand notice for any unpaid
amounts), upon receipt of confirmation of successful transmission, but without any further
requirement for evidence of receipt or confirmation by either of the methods set forth in the
foregoing clause (a) or (b), or (e) in the case of notice by electronic mail for billings only (but not
any other communication, including any subsequent demand notice for any unpaid amounts),
upon transmission, without any requirement for evidence of receipt or confirmation by either of
the methods set forth in the foregoing clause (a) or (b); provided that the Party delivering such
notice did not receive any notice of unsuccessful or delayed transmission. A notice given in
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connection with this Section 24.4 but received on a day other than a Business Day, or after
business hours in the situs of receipt, shall be deemed to be received on the next Business Day.

If to Owner:

Northern Pass Transmission LLC
c/o Northeast Utilities Service Company
Attention: James A. Muntz, President
107 Selden Street
Berlin, Connecticut 06037
United States of America
Facsimile: (860)665-6717
Email: muntzja@nu.com

With a copy to:

Northern Pass Transmission LLC
c/o Northeast Utilities Service Company
Attention: Senior Vice President and General Counsel
56 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
United States of America
Facsimile: (860)728-4581
Email: butlegb@nu.com

For billing purposes only:

Northern Pass Transmission LLC
c/o Northeast Utilities Service Company
Attention: Manager – Transmission Rates
107 Selden Street
Berlin, Connecticut 06037
United States of America
Facsimile: (860)665-2609
Email: coopelm@nu.com

If to Purchaser:

H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc.
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada
H2Z 1A4
Attention: Christian G. Brosseau, President
Facsimile: (514)289-5484
Email: brosseau.christian@hydro.qc.ca
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For billing purposes only:

H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc.
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada
H2Z 1A4
Attention: Brigitte Benicy, Billing Manager
Facsimile: (514)289-6867
Email: benicy.brigitte@hydro.qc.ca

Section 24.5. Waiver; Cumulative Remedies. Any term or condition of this
Agreement may be waived at any time by the Party that is entitled to the benefit thereof, but such
waiver shall not be effective unless set forth in a written instrument duly executed by or on
behalf of the Party waiving such term or condition. No waiver by any Party of any term or
condition of this Agreement, in any one or more instances, shall be deemed to be, or construed as,
a subsequent waiver of, or estoppel with respect to, the same or any other term or by Applicable
Law. Except as otherwise provided in Section 14.3(b), the failure of or delay on the part of
either Party to enforce or insist upon compliance with or strict performance of any term or
condition of this Agreement, or to take advantage of any of its rights thereunder, shall not
constitute a waiver or relinquishment of any such terms, conditions, or rights, but the same shall
be and remain at all times in full force and effect. Except as otherwise provided herein, the
remedies provided in this Agreement are cumulative and not exclusive of any remedies provided
by law or in equity.

Section 24.6. Confidential Information. Each Party hereby agrees that it shall
not disclose, or cause to be disclosed, to third parties any Confidential Information with respect
to the other Party or any material or information identified as Critical Energy Infrastructure
Information (other than to a disclosing Party's Affiliates and its and their respective counsel,
directors, officers, employees, lenders, advisors or consultants, in each case, who have a need to
know such information and have agreed to keep such information confidential). Each Party shall
be responsible for ensuring that any Person to whom it discloses any Confidential Information
shall comply with the restrictions in this Section 24.6. The restrictions in this Section 24.6 shall
not apply (w) to the extent disclosure is required by Applicable Law or the requirements of a
Governmental Authority, (x) to the extent reasonably deemed by the disclosing Party to be
required or desirable in connection with regulatory proceedings (including proceedings relating
to FERC or any other national, federal, provincial, state or regulatory agency), (y) to the extent
reasonably deemed by the disclosing Party to be required to be disclosed in connection with a
Dispute between the Parties, or the defense of any litigation or dispute, or (z) as approved for
release or disclosure by the other Party. In the event disclosure is made pursuant to this Section
24.6, the disclosing Party shall use reasonable efforts to minimize the scope of any disclosure
and advise recipients of the confidentiality restrictions provided herein. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, this Section 24.6 shall not apply to the following information:

(a) Information that is a matter of public knowledge at the time
of its disclosure or is thereafter published in or otherwise ascertainable from a source available
to the public without breach of this Section 24.6;
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(b) Information that is obtained from a Person other than by or
as a result of unauthorized disclosure; or

(c) Information that, prior to the time of disclosure, had been
independently developed or obtained by the disclosing Party or its Affiliates independent of
information obtained as a result of unauthorized disclosure.

Section 24.7. No Third-Party Rights. Except for any Financing Parties
contemplated by Section 23.3 and any Owner Indemnified Party or Purchaser Indemnified Party
contemplated by Article 21, the Parties do not intend for this Agreement to confer a third-party
beneficiary status or rights of action upon any Person whatsoever other than the Parties and their
permitted successors and assigns, and nothing contained herein, either express or implied, shall
be construed to confer upon any Person, other than the Parties and their permitted successors and
assigns, any rights of action or remedies under this Agreement or in any manner, or any duty,
standard of care, or liability with respect thereto. This Agreement does not create third-party
rights.

Section 24.8. Permitted Successors and Assigns. This Agreement shall be
binding upon and inure to the benefit of each of the Parties and their successors, legal
representatives and assigns.

Section 24.9. Relationship of the Parties. This Agreement shall not be construed
as creating an association, joint venture, trust or partnership between the Parties or as imposing
any partnership obligation or liability upon either Party. Except as contemplated by Article 10 or
Section 15.3(b), neither Party shall have any right, power or authority to enter into any
agreement or undertaking for, or act on behalf of, or to act as or be an agent or representative of,
or to otherwise bind, the other Party.

Section 24.10. Construction. No presumption shall operate in favor of or against
either Party as a result of any responsibility for drafting this Agreement.

Section 24.11. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in two or more
counterparts, each of which shall be deemed to be an original, but all of which together shall
constitute but one and the same instrument. The Parties acknowledge and agree that any
document or signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission shall be deemed to be an
original executed document for all purposes hereof.

Section 24.12. Survival. The provisions of Section 3.3, Section 3.4, Section 3.5,
Section 3.6, Article 9, Article 13 (if and to the extent required for purposes of determining the
Decommissioning Plan and Decommissioning Estimate, as provided in Section 9.3), Article 14,
Article 15, Section 17.2.1, Article 18, Article 19, Article 20, Article 21 and this Article 24 shall
survive the expiration or earlier termination of this Agreement.

Section 24.13. Language. All notices, requests, demands, waivers, consents and
other communications between Owner and Purchaser under this Agreement shall be conducted in
English.
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Section 24.14. Headings and Table of Contents. The headings of the articles and
sections of this Agreement and the Table of Contents are inserted for purposes of convenience
only, and shall not be construed to affect the meaning or construction of any of the provisions
hereof.

Section 24.15. Waiver of Immunities. The Parties acknowledge and agree that
this Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby constitute a commercial transaction.
To the extent a Party (including any assignees of a Party's rights or obligations under this
Agreement) may be entitled, in any jurisdiction, to claim for itself, or any of its assets, revenues
or properties, sovereign or other immunity, as the case may be, from service of process, suit, the
jurisdiction of any court or arbitral tribunal, attachment (whether in aid of execution or otherwise)
or enforcement of a judgment (interlocutory or final) or award or any other legal process in a
matter arising out of or relating to this Agreement, each Party agrees not to claim or assert, and
hereby waives, such immunity. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, each Party
agrees that the waivers set forth in this Section 24.15 shall have the fullest scope permitted under
the Immunities Act and under any other Applicable Law related to sovereign immunity.

[Remainder of Page Intentionally Left Blank]
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Owner and Purchaser have executed this Agreement as of 
the Execution Date. 

OWNER: 

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC 

PURCHASER: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 

By: 
Name: ----------------------------
Title: 

1014917.30·D.C. Server lA - MSW 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Owner and Purchase r have executed th is Agreement as o r 
the Executio n Date. 

IOI4917.30·[).C. Sc"w lA· MSW 

OWNER: 

NORTH ERN PASS TRANSMISS ION LLC 

By: 
Name: 
Tit le: - -------------

PURC HASER: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 

~ 7/&:;0 S-. ~""":? - {N 
Na me : C;(·h"l.i)l j llu G, '\)0 Q SSe8,.J 
Tit le: \)Q.,r;.:S{\)t:::: Lt C 
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ATTACHMENT A

HVDC Transmission Project

I. Technical Design of the Northern Pass Transmission Line

1. HVDC Line:

 Transmission Line Voltage Level: +/-300 kV

 Approximate Length: 140 miles

 Transmission Line Construction: Overhead line

 Connections/Terminuses: The northern terminus of the HVDC Line will interconnect
with the Québec Line at the U.S. Border. The southern terminus of the HVDC Line
will be at the DC/AC converter station to be located near the Webster substation in
the City of Franklin in the State of New Hampshire.

2. AC Line:

 Transmission Line Voltage Level: 345 kV

 Approximate Length: 43 miles

 Transmission Line Construction: Overhead line

 Connections/Terminuses: The northern terminus of the AC Line will be at the
Franklin substation at the DC/AC converter station to be located near the Webster
substation in the City of Franklin in the State of New Hampshire. The southern
terminus of the AC Line will be at the Deerfield substation in the State of New
Hampshire.

3. DC/AC Converter Station:

 The DC/AC converter station to be located near the Webster substation in the City of
Franklin in the State of New Hampshire will be designed and constructed in
accordance with the Design Capability in order to support bidirectional DC power
flows over the Northern Pass Transmission Line to and from the 345 kV AC
transmission system operated by ISO-NE.
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II. One-Line Diagram of the HVDC Transmission Project
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ATTACHMENT B

Formula Rate Sheet

I. Methodology

This formula sets forth the method that Owner shall use to determine its Revenue Requirement
for the Northern Pass Transmission Line and AC Upgrades under the Transmission Service
Agreement, dated as of October 4, 2010, and is subject to all of the terms and conditions of such
Agreement.

The Revenue Requirement under the Agreement shall be derived through an annual Formula
Rate calculation effective for the first Contract Year and each subsequent Contract Year based
upon the estimated costs of the Northern Pass Transmission Line and the AC Upgrades. An
annual true-up shall be performed by recalculation of the estimated costs for the first Contract
Year and each subsequent Contract Year based upon actual cost information as reported in
Owner's FERC Form 1 for that year or as set forth in Owner's books and records.

II. Definitions

Capitalized terms not otherwise defined elsewhere in the Agreement and as used in this
Attachment B have the following definitions:

 Administrative and General Expense will equal Owner's expenses, as recorded in
FERC Account Nos. 920 – 935, excluding FERC Account Nos. 924, 928 and 930.1.

 Amortization of Investment Tax Credits will equal Owner's credits, as recorded in
FERC Account No. 411.4.

 Amortization of Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses will equal the total
amortization expense related to those costs incurred by Owner before the Commercial
Operation Date that are not included in FERC Account No. 107 – Construction Work
in Progress (including the costs associated with AC Upgrades that are placed in
service before the Commercial Operation Date), plus the Carrying Charges on these
amounts from the date such costs are incurred until the Commercial Operation Date,
as recorded in the appropriate FERC Account.

 Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning) will equal the asset retirement cost
for transmission plant recorded in FERC Account No. 359.1 and the asset retirement
obligation recorded in FERC Account No. 230.
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 Depreciation Expense for Transmission Plant, General Plant, and Intangible Plant
will equal Owner's transmission plant, general plant, and intangible plant depreciation
expense as recorded in FERC Account No. 403. The annual depreciation expense for
an asset comprising part of the Northern Pass Transmission Line as of the
Commercial Operation Date will be computed using the depreciable life of the asset,
as defined in Section 8.2 of the Agreement. Depreciation will begin on the in-service
date of the Northern Pass Transmission Line. An asset comprising part of a capital
addition that is placed-in-service after the Commercial Operation Date will be
depreciated, for ratemaking purposes, using the depreciable life of the asset, as
defined in Section 8.2 of the Agreement. For any asset that is retired prior to the
lesser of its depreciable life, as defined in Section 8.2 of the Agreement, or the
completion of forty (40) years from the Commercial Operation Date, the remaining
net book value and cost of removal for such asset will be collected over the then-
remaining contract life through a recalculation of the depreciation rate applied to the
remaining plant balance and reflecting the retirement of the asset. Such Depreciation
Expense for Transmission Plant, General Plant, and Intangible Plant will exclude
Depreciation Expense associated with Asset Retirement Obligation
(Decommissioning).

 Depreciation Expense associated with Asset Retirement Obligation
(Decommissioning) will equal Owner's depreciation expense, as recorded in FERC
Account No. 403, specifically related to Asset Retirement Obligation
(Decommissioning).

 Depreciation Reserve for Transmission Plant, General Plant, and Intangible Plant
will equal the Owner's reserve balance associated with Depreciation Expense for
Transmission Plant, General Plant, and Intangible Plant, as recorded in FERC
Account No. 108. Such Depreciation Reserve for Transmission Plant, General Plant,
and Intangible Plant will exclude Depreciation Reserve associated with Asset
Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning).

 Depreciation Reserve associated with Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning)
will equal Owner's reserve balance related to Depreciation Expense associated with
Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning), as recorded in FERC Account No.
108.

 General Plant will equal Owner's gross plant balance, as recorded in FERC Account
Nos. 389 – 399.

 Insurance Cost will equal Owner's expenses, as recorded in FERC Account No. 924.

 Intangible Plant will equal Owner's intangible plant balance, as recorded in FERC
Accounts Nos. 301 – 303.

 Levelized Annual Decommissioning Payment will equal the sum of the Levelized
Monthly Decommissioning Payments that Section 9.3.3(a) of the Agreement specifies
be included in the Formula Rate for the applicable Contract Year, unless a separate
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rate is established for the recovery of Net Decommissioning Costs pursuant to Section
9.3.1(c) of the Agreement.

 Miscellaneous Revenues (such as Rents Received from Electric Property) will equal
Owner's revenues, as recorded in FERC Account Nos. 454 and 456.1, excluding the
revenues received by Owner from Purchaser under the Agreement. This includes
revenue received by Owner from third parties for their use of Owner's real or personal
property associated with the Northern Pass Transmission Line that is recorded in
FERC Account No. 454, and revenue received by Owner from third parties for resales
of Firm Transmission Service and non-firm Additional Transmission Service over the
Northern Pass Transmission Line that is recorded in FERC Account No. 456.1.

 Operation and Maintenance Expense will equal Owner's expenses, as recorded in
FERC Account Nos. 560, 561.5 – 561.8, 562 – 564, 566, and 568 – 576.5.

 Payroll Taxes will equal those payroll expenses, as recorded in Owner's FERC
Account Nos. 408.1 and 409.1.

 Plant Held for Future Use will equal Owner's balance in FERC Account No. 105.

 Plant Materials and Supplies will equal the Owner's balance, as recorded in FERC
Account No. 154.

 Prepayments will equal Owner's prepayment balance, as recorded in FERC Account
No. 165.

 Regulatory Asset – Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning) will equal the
total amounts recorded in a subaccount within FERC Account No. 182 for the Net
Decommissioning Costs.

 Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses will equal the total costs incurred by Owner
before the Commercial Operation Date that are not included in FERC Account No.
107 – Construction Work in Progress (including the costs associated with AC
Upgrades that are placed in service before the Commercial Operation Date), plus the
Carrying Charges on these amounts (calculated using Owner's weighted cost of
capital, based upon the Weighted Cost of Equity (as determined under Section III.A.2.
below) and the Owner's Weighted Cost of Long-term Debt (as determined under
Section III.B. below)) from the date such costs are incurred until the Commercial
Operation Date. Such costs will be included in a subaccount within FERC Account
No. 182. This account will be amortized over a three (3)-year period beginning on
the Commercial Operation Date.

 Right-of-Way (Rental) Expense will equal Owner's expense, as recorded in FERC
Account No. 567.

 Scheduling, System Control and Dispatch Service Expense will equal Owner's
expense, as recorded in FERC Account Nos. 561.1 – 561.4.
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 Total Accumulated Deferred Income Taxes will equal the net of Owner's deferred tax
balances, as recorded in FERC Account Nos. 281 – 283 and Owner's deferred tax
balances, as recorded in FERC Account No. 190, as adjusted by any amounts in
contra accounts identified as regulatory assets or liabilities related to FAS 109. Such
Total Accumulated Deferred Income Taxes will exclude any deferred income tax
amounts associated with the Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning) and the
Regulatory Asset – Asset Retirement Obligation (Decommissioning).

 Total Municipal Tax will equal Owner's expenses, as recorded in FERC Account Nos.
408.1 and 409.1.

 Transmission Plant will equal Owner's gross plant balance, as recorded in FERC
Account Nos. 350 – 359. Such Transmission Plant will exclude any amounts
recorded in FERC Account No. 359.1.

 Transmission Support Expense will equal Owner's expenses, as recorded in FERC
Account No. 565.

III. Calculation of Revenue Requirement

The Revenue Requirement for the Northern Pass Transmission Line and AC Upgrades
will equal the sum of the following Owner components:

(A) Return on Equity

(B) Return on Long-term Debt

(C) Federal Income Taxes associated with Return on Equity

(D) State Income Taxes associated with Return on Equity

(E) Depreciation Expense

(F) Amortization of Investment Tax Credits

(G) Municipal Tax Expense

(H) Payroll Tax Expense
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(I) Operation and Maintenance Expense

(J) Transmission Administrative and General Expense

(K) Taxes and Fees Charge

(L) Right-of-Way (Rental) Expense

(M) Scheduling, System Control and Dispatch Service Expense

(N) Amortization of Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses

(O) Levelized Annual Decommissioning Payment

(P) Transmission Support Expense

(Q) Miscellaneous Revenues (such as Rents Received from Electric Property)

A. Return on Equity will equal the product of the Transmission Investment Base ("Rate
Base") (as determined under Section III.A.1. below) and the Weighted Cost of Equity (as
determined under Section III.A.2. below).

1. Transmission Investment Base

The Rate Base will consist of items (i) through (x) below. The average balance (beginning and
end of year) will be used to calculate each of these items.

(i) Transmission Plant, plus

(ii) General Plant, plus

(iii) Intangible Plant, plus

(iv) Plant Held for Future Use, less
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(v) Depreciation Reserve, less

(vi) Accumulated Deferred Income Taxes, plus

(vii) Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses, plus

(viii) Prepayments, plus

(ix) Plant Materials and Supplies, plus

(x) Cash Working Capital

Definitions of Rate Base Items:

(i) Transmission Plant will equal the balance of Owner's investment in Transmission
Plant.

(ii) General Plant will equal Owner's balance of investment in General Plant.

(iii) Intangible Plant will equal Owner's balance of investment in Intangible Plant.

(iv) Plant Held for Future Use will equal the balance of Owner's Plant Held for Future
Use.

(v) Depreciation Reserve will equal Owner's Depreciation Reserve for Transmission
Plant, General Plant and Intangible Plant.

(vi) Accumulated Deferred Income Taxes will equal Owner's balance of Total
Accumulated Deferred Income Taxes.

(vii) Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses will equal Owner's balance of Regulatory
Asset – Pre-COD Expenses.

(viii) Prepayments will equal Owner's electric balance of Prepayments.
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(ix) Plant Materials and Supplies will equal Owner's balance of Plant Materials and
Supplies.

(x) Cash Working Capital will be a twelve and one half percent (12.5%) allowance
(forty-five (45) days divided by three hundred sixty (360) days) of Operation and
Maintenance Expense, Administrative and General Expense, and Transmission Support
Expense.

2. The Weighted Cost of Equity will be calculated based upon an assumed capital
structure of 50% equity throughout the Term of the Agreement, and will equal the product of:

(a) ROE, as set forth in Section 8.4 of the Agreement, and

(b) Assumed equity ratio of 50%.

B. Return on Long-term Debt will equal the product of Rate Base (as determined in Section
III.A.1. above) and Owner's Weighted Cost of Long-term Debt. Owner's Weighted Cost of
Long-term Debt will equal the product of:

(a) Owner's weighted average embedded cost to maturity (adjusted to reflect
any (i) premiums, (ii) discounts, (iii) issuances expenses, and (iv) losses and gains
on reacquired debt) of Owner's long-term debt then outstanding, calculated using
a beginning and end of the year average, and

(b) Assumed debt ratio of 50% throughout the Term of the Agreement.

C. Federal Income Taxes associated with Return on Equity will equal the product of:

(a) (A + ((B + C) / D)) x FT

1 – FT

where A is the Return on Equity (as determined in Section III.A. above), B is
Amortization of Investment Tax Credits (as determined in Section III.F. below), C
is the equity component of AFUDC included in the Depreciation Expense (as
determined in Section III.E. below), D is Rate Base (as determined in Section
III.A.1. above) and FT is the statutory Federal Income Tax Rate levied by the
Federal Government for Income Taxes, and

(b) Rate Base (as determined in Section III.A.1. above).
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D. State Income Taxes associated with Return on Equity will equal the product of:

(a) (A + ((B + C) / D) + Federal Income Tax Rate above) x ST

1 – ST

where A is the Return on Equity (as determined in Section III.A. above), B is
Amortization of Investment Tax Credits (as determined in Section III.F. below), C
is the equity component of AFUDC included in the Depreciation Expense (as
determined in Section III.E. below), D is Rate Base (as determined in Section
III.A.1. above) and ST is the statutory State(s) Income Tax Rate(s) levied by the
State Government(s) for Income Taxes, and

(b) Rate Base (as determined in Section III.A.1. above).

E. Depreciation Expense will equal Owner's Depreciation Expense for Transmission Plant,
General Plant, and Intangible Plant.

F. Amortization of Investment Tax Credits will equal Owner's electric Amortization of
Investment Tax Credits.

G. Municipal Tax Expense will equal Owner's electric Total Municipal Tax expense.

H. Payroll Tax Expense will equal Owner's electric Payroll Tax expense.

I. Operation and Maintenance Expense will equal Owner's Operation and Maintenance
Expenses.

J. Transmission Administrative and General Expenses will equal the sum of Owner's (a)
Administrative and General Expense, (b) Insurance Cost, (c) Expenses included in FERC
Account No. 928 related to FERC Assessments, (d) any other Federal and State transmission-
related expenses or assessments in FERC Account No. 928 and (e) specific transmission-related
expenses included in FERC Account No. 930.1.

K. Taxes and Fees Charge will include any fee or assessment imposed by any Governmental
Authority on service provided by Owner under the Agreement other than Income Taxes, Total
Municipal Taxes, and Payroll Taxes.
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L. Right-of-Way (Rental) Expense will equal the expense paid by Owner for right-of-way
access.

M. Scheduling, System Control and Dispatch Service Expense will equal the expenses for
scheduling, system control and dispatch services incurred by Owner, as recorded in Owner's
FERC Form 1, Account Nos. 561.1 – 561.4.

N. Amortization of Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses will equal Owner's amortization
expense associated with those costs recorded to the Regulatory Asset – Pre-COD Expenses
account.

O. Levelized Annual Decommissioning Payment will equal the Levelized Annual
Decommissioning Payment.

P. Transmission Support Expense will equal the expenses incurred and paid by Owner for
transmission support, net of any associated revenues or refunds received from third parties.

Q. Miscellaneous Revenues (such as Rents Received from Electric Property) will equal
Owner's Miscellaneous Revenues.

IV. Future Revisions to FERC Uniform System of Accounts (USA) and FERC Form 1
Requirements

If FERC prescribes an addition, deletion, or modification ("Revision") to an account in its
Uniform System of Accounts (USA) and/or to its designation or description of an item in its
FERC Form 1 and the Revision affects the revenue recovery under this Formula Rate described
in this Schedule, Owner will use cost information from the revised USA and/or FERC Form 1
that is equivalent to the pre-Revision information in its application of the Formula Rate so that
the Formula Rate's recovery of costs is unaffected by the Revision.
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ATTACHMENT C

List of Owner Approvals

Set forth below are, to the best of Owner's knowledge, the Owner Approvals. The Owner
Approvals do not include the AC Upgrade Approvals. Additional Governmental Approvals may
be required as a result of (1) Applicable Laws that may come into effect after the Execution Date
or (2) new and unexpected developments in the regulatory processes to be undertaken by Owner
and its Affiliates in connection with the Northern Pass Transmission Line.

I. Construction Authorizations

1. U.S. Federal

Agency Statute/Description

FERC  Federal Power Act, Section 204 approval of Owner's ability to incur
short term debt

FERC  Federal Power Act, Section 205 approval of Transmission Service
Agreement

FERC  Federal Power Act, Section 205 approval of Facilities Agreement(s)
FERC  Federal Power Act, Section 205 approval of Interconnection

Agreements
U.S. Department of
Energy ("DOE")

 Presidential Permit
 Lead federal agency for development of an Environmental Impact

Statement ("EIS") pursuant to the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA")

 DOE is responsible for developing the EIS that will be used by all
U.S. federal agencies to fulfill the requirements of NEPA (the
"NEPA/EIS development process") as those agencies process the
U.S. federal permit applications for the Northern Pass Transmission
Line

U.S. Forest Service
("USFS")

 Special Use Permit(s) for the Northern Pass Transmission Line to
cross White Mountain National Forest (encompasses authorization
to cross Appalachian Trail under the National Park Service's
delegation of authority to USFS)

 Modification to PSNH's existing Special Use Permits (WMNF)
 Cooperating agency to NEPA/EIS development process

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, New
England District

 Permit issued under the Clean Water Act, codified at 33 U.S.C. §
1344 (§ 404 of the Clean Water Act) (Section 404 Permit)

 Permit for applicable river crossings issued under Rivers and
Harbors Act, 33 U.S.C. 403 § 10

 Cooperating agency to NEPA/EIS development process
U.S. Federal Aviation  Approval of structures taller than 200 feet and for construction of
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Agency Statute/Description

Administration facilities near airports
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

 Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq., Construction General
Permit (for discharge of construction-related stormwater)

2. Regional

Agency Statute/Description

ISO-NE  I.3.9 Project Technical Approval

3. State (New Hampshire) – Site Evaluation Committee

Agency Statute/Description

New Hampshire Site
Evaluation Committee
("SEC")

 Owner Siting Approvals
 SEC Certificate (NH RSA Ch. 162-H)

New Hampshire
Department of
Environmental
Services

 Section 401 Water Quality Certification (§ 401 of Clean Water Act)
 Shoreland Protection Permit (if within 150 feet of ponds, lakes and

other jurisdictional waters) (NH RSA Ch. 483-B)
 Alteration of Terrain Permit (NH RSA Ch. 485-A)
 Temporary and Permanent Groundwater Discharge Permit (NH

RSA Ch. 485-A)
 Wetlands Permits (NH RSA Ch. 482-A)
 On Site Stump Disposal (No permit required per NH RSA § 149-

M:4, XXII)
New Hampshire
Public Utility
Commission ("PUC")

 Approve Owner to commence business as a New Hampshire public
utility (NH RSA § 374:22)

 Approval of Owner's ability to issue short- and long-term securities
(NH RSA §§ 369:1, 7)

 Approval of Owner's condemnation of all land rights needed to
create transmission right-of-way and to acquire other properties
necessary to construct, operate and maintain the project facilities
(post-siting approvals) (NH RSA § 371:1)

 Approval of PSNH conveyance of Right-of-Way (ROW)/property to
Owner (post-siting approvals, but pre-construction) (NH RSA §
374:30)

New Hampshire
Department of
Revenue and New
Hampshire Division of
Forests and Lands

 Notice of Intent to Cut (NH RSA § 79:10)

New Hampshire
Department of
Transportation

 Permit to Excavate in Roadways (NH RSA § 236:9)

New Hampshire
Department of

 Authorization to cross public highways, rivers, and railroads
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Agency Statute/Description

Transportation/PUC

II. All Other Owner Approvals

1. U.S. Federal

Agency Statute/Description

FERC Federal Power Act, Section 205 Approval of Transmission Operating
Agreement

FERC Federal Power Act, Section 205 Approval of ISO-NE Open Access
Transmission Tariff changes (as applicable)

FERC Federal Power Act, Section 205 approval of Scheduling and Dispatch
Services Agreement between Owner and PSNH for PSNH's Electric
System Control Center

2. Regional (ISO-NE)

Agency Statute/Description

ISO-NE Acceptance of AC Upgrades for interconnection and energization to the
New England Transmission System

ISO-NE Acceptance of Northern Pass Transmission Line for interconnection and
energization to the New England Transmission System
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3. State (New Hampshire)

Agency Statute/Description

PUC Approval of Owner's ability to issue long-term securities (NH RSA §
369:1)
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ATTACHMENT D

List of Canadian Approvals

Set forth below are, to the best of Purchaser's knowledge, the Canadian Approvals. Additional
Governmental Approvals may be required as a result of (1) Applicable Laws that may come into
effect after the Execution Date or (2) new and unexpected developments in the regulatory
processes to be undertaken by Purchaser and its Affiliates in connection with the Québec Line.

 Permit or certificate, as the case may be, from the National Energy Board to construct
or operate an international power line pursuant to the National Energy Board Act
(R.S.C., 1985,c. N-7)

 Authorization of the Régie de l'énergie (Québec Energy Board) to acquire or
construct immovables or assets for transmission purposes pursuant to An Act
respecting the Régie de l'énergie (R.S.Q., chapter R-6.01)

 Certificate of authorization issued by the Government of Québec for the realization of
the construction or relocation of an electric power transmission line of 315 kV or
more over a distance of more than 2 km and the construction or relocation of a control
and transformer station of 315 kV or more pursuant to the Environment Quality Act
(R.S.Q., chapter Q-2)

 Authorization of the "Commission de protection du territoire agricole du Québec" to
use a lot for any purpose other than agriculture pursuant to An Act respecting the
preservation of agricultural land and agricultural activities (R.S.Q., chapter P-41.1)

 Assessment of conformity consistent with the objectives of the land use and
development plan of each regional county municipality or municipality where an
intervention is planned by Hydro-Québec pursuant to An Act respecting land use
planning and development (R.S.Q., chapter A-19.1) (the "Land Use Planning Act")
and the Order in council 554-81

 Certificate pursuant to the Regulation respecting the application of the Environment
Quality Act (c. Q-2, r. 1.001) issued by the clerk or the secretary-treasurer of each
local municipality affected by the project or, in the case of an unorganized territory,
of each regional county municipality affected by the project attesting that the project
does not contravene any municipal bylaw

 Expropriation Order in council, if required, to acquire by expropriation any
immovable, servitude or construction required for the transmission of power pursuant
to Hydro-Québec Act (R.S.Q., chapter H-5) and the Expropriation Act (R.S.Q.,
chapter E-24)

 Authorization from the International Boundary Commission to cross the Canada-U.S.
border pursuant to Article 5 of the International Boundary Commission Act
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 Approval, if required, by ISO-NE of Québec Line siting
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ATTACHMENT E-1

Form of Purchaser Guaranty

Please see the attached.
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GUARANTY AGREEMENT

This Guaranty Agreement (“Guaranty”), dated as of October 4, 2010, is made and entered into
by Hydro-Québec, a body politic and corporate, duly incorporated and regulated by Hydro-
Québec Act (R.S.Q., chapter H-5) and having its head office and principal place of business at
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Montréal, QC, Canada, H2Z 1A4 (hereinafter referred to as
the “Guarantor”), in favor of Northern Pass Transmission LLC, a limited liability company
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Hampshire and having its principal
place of business at Energy Park, 780 North Commercial Street, Manchester, NH 03101, United
States of America (hereinafter referred to as the “Beneficiary”).

WHEREAS the Beneficiary and H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc., a corporation created
under the laws of the State of Delaware and having its place of business at 75, René-Lévesque
Boulevard West, Montréal, QC, Canada, H2Z 1A4 (hereinafter referred to as “HQSub”), an
indirectly owned subsidiary of the Guarantor, have executed a Transmission Service Agreement,
dated as of October 4, 2010 (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) (capitalized terms used
but not defined in this Guaranty to have the meaning accorded such terms in the Agreement);

WHEREAS the Guarantor will directly or indirectly benefit from the Agreement; and

WHEREAS the Beneficiary has required that the Guarantor guarantee to the Beneficiary
payment of all obligations of HQSub under the Agreement, and the Guarantor has agreed to
guarantee such obligations, subject to a maximum dollar limitation and the other terms and
conditions provided in this Guaranty;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and other good and valuable
consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Guarantor
hereby agrees with the Beneficiary as follows:

Section 1. Guaranty.

(a) Guaranteed Obligations. The Guarantor absolutely, irrevocably, and
unconditionally guarantees to the Beneficiary, its successors and endorsees and assignees, as
primary obligor and not merely as a surety, (i) the payment of all present and future amounts
owed by HQSub to the Beneficiary under the Agreement (excluding HQSub’s obligation to pay
Net Decommissioning Costs, but including payment of HQSub’s indemnification obligations,
other than as may relate to Net Decommissioning Costs), not later than the date that is thirty (30)
days after a written demand by the Beneficiary upon the Guarantor stating that HQSub has failed
to pay any such amount when due under the Agreement after demand therefor in accordance
with the Agreement; provided, that the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under this Section
1(a) shall not exceed Fifty-Five Million U.S. Dollars (U.S. $55,000,000) (the “Stated Cap”), plus
(ii) payment of all Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, as provided in Section 1(b) of this
Guaranty, plus (iii) payment of all third-party, out-of-pocket costs or expenses reasonably
incurred by the Beneficiary to enforce its rights against the Guarantor under this Guaranty

Hydro-Québec
75, boulevard René-Lévesque ouest
5ième étage
Montréal, Québec, Canada
H2Z 1A4
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including reasonable attorneys’ fees, court costs and similar costs (such amounts and such costs
and expenses hereinafter collectively called “Guaranteed Obligations”); provided, further, that it
shall be a condition precedent to the Guarantor’s obligations under this Guaranty that the
Construction Phase shall have commenced under the Agreement; provided, further, that, subject
to Section 8 of this Guaranty, this Guaranty shall terminate when and as provided in Section 9 of
this Guaranty.

(b) Net Decommissioning Costs.

(i) The Guarantor’s obligations under Section 1(a)(ii) of this Guaranty shall
be limited to the payment of (A) the estimated Net Decommissioning Costs, as set forth in the
Decommissioning Plan approved by the Management Committee (or determined pursuant to the
dispute resolution provisions in the Agreement in the event of an Impasse with respect thereto)
(which estimated Net Decommissioning Costs, solely for the purpose of calculating the
Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, shall be expressed in dollars as of the date on which the
Agreement is terminated as if the Decommissioning were to commence as of such date), less (B)
the balance, if any, in the Decommissioning Fund as of the date of the Beneficiary’s written
demand under Section 1(b)(ii) of this Guaranty (net of any portion of such balance that is
required to be restored to HQSub pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code or any other Insolvency
Laws) (such amount, the “Decommissioning Liquidated Damages”); provided, that, if a
Subsequent Use occurs, then the Guarantor’s obligations under Section 1(a)(ii) of this Guaranty
and this Section 1(b) shall be subject to the provisions of Section 9.3.4 of the Agreement.

(ii) The Decommissioning Liquidated Damages shall be payable by the
Guarantor to the Beneficiary within thirty (30) days after receipt by the Guarantor from the
Beneficiary of (A) a written demand by the Beneficiary upon the Guarantor stating that a
Purchaser Default under Section 15.1(a) of the Agreement has occurred and is continuing with
respect to HQSub’s obligation to pay Net Decommissioning Costs pursuant to Section 9.3.3 of
the Agreement (including the Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment and/or the
Preliminary Monthly Decommissioning Payment included in the Formula Rate pursuant to
Section 9.3.3(a) of the Agreement and/or the Decommissioning Estimate), (B) a certificate of the
Beneficiary certifying that the Beneficiary has received all Governmental Approvals required
under Applicable Law and all other consents and approvals as otherwise may be required, in
each case, to commence such Decommissioning in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan,
and that there are no other conditions to the undertaking of such Decommissioning, other than
the payment of Decommissioning Liquidated Damages as provided herein, and (C) an
irrevocable written commitment to commence to Decommission the Northern Pass Transmission
Line not later than the date that is ninety (90) days after the Beneficiary’s receipt of the
Decommissioning Liquidated Damages (such period to be extended as and to the extent required
for any period of Force Majeure), and to complete such Decommissioning in accordance with the
Decommissioning Plan, such Governmental Approvals, and such other consents and approvals.

(iii) For the avoidance of doubt, (A) the Guarantor shall not have any
obligation to pay any amount relating to Decommissioning Costs, including under Section
9.3.5(d) of the Agreement, other than Decommissioning Liquidated Damages as provided herein,
and (B) upon the payment of such Decommissioning Liquidated Damages, (1) neither HQ Sub
nor the Guarantor shall have any obligation to pay any other amount relating to
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Decommissioning Costs, including under Section 9.3.5(d) of the Agreement, and (2) neither
HQSub nor the Guarantor shall be entitled to any reimbursement, refund or reduction if the
actual Net Decommissioning Costs are less than the Decommissioning Liquidated Damages.

(c) Guaranty of Payment and Not Collection. This Guaranty is a guaranty of
payment and not merely of collection.

(d) Information. At the Guarantor’s request, the Beneficiary shall provide the
Guarantor with any useful information respecting the content and the terms and conditions of the
Guaranteed Obligations and a statement of account with details of billings and payments;
provided, that such a request by the Guarantor shall not delay or prevent the Guarantor from
paying under this Guaranty.

Section 2. Nature of Guaranty. The Guarantor’s obligations hereunder shall be subject to all
the contractual protections, limitations, waivers, exclusions and rights that HQSub has under the
Agreement, and the Guarantor shall be entitled to the benefits of any modification of,
amendment to, waiver of or consent to departure from, the Agreement to the extent, if any,
HQSub would have been entitled to such benefits. Nonetheless, this Guaranty shall not be
deemed discharged, impaired or affected by the existence, validity, enforceability, perfection, or
extent of any collateral for any obligations under the Agreement of HQSub.

Section 3. Consents, Waivers and Renewals. The Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may
at any time and from time to time, either before or after maturity thereof, without notice to or
further consent of the Guarantor, extend the time of payment of any of HQSub’s obligations
under the Agreement, or accept, exchange or surrender any collateral therefor, or renew the
Agreement, and may also make any agreement with HQSub or with any other party to, or Person
liable for any of the obligations contemplated in, the Agreement, or interested therein, for the
extension, renewal, payment, compromise, discharge or release thereof, in whole or in part, or
for any modification of the terms thereof or of any agreement between the Beneficiary and
HQSub or any such other party or Person, without in any way impairing or affecting this
Guaranty. The obligations of the Guarantor hereunder are independent of the obligations of
HQSub, and the Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may resort to the Guarantor for payment
of the Guaranteed Obligations, whether or not the Beneficiary shall have resorted to any
collateral security, or shall have proceeded against any other obligor principally or secondarily
obligated with respect to any of the Guaranteed Obligations, and whether or not HQSub is joined
in an action or proceeding against the Guarantor or a separate action or actions are brought
against HQSub.

Section 4. Subrogation. In any case, including HQSub’s insolvency, the Guarantor will not
exercise any rights that it may acquire by way of subrogation, and hereby waives, to the fullest
extent permitted by Applicable Law, any right to enforce any remedy that the Beneficiary now
has or may hereafter have against HQSub in respect of the Guaranteed Obligations.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon full, final and indefeasible payment of all Guaranteed
Obligations, the Guarantor shall be subrogated to the rights of the Beneficiary against HQSub
and the Beneficiary agrees to take, at the Guarantor’s expense, such steps as the Guarantor may
reasonably request to implement such subrogation; provided, that, if a bankruptcy court in a
bankruptcy proceeding of HQSub issues a stay or injunction prohibiting or preventing the
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Guarantor from reissuing this Guaranty, as contemplated by Section 17.1.1 of the Agreement,
based in whole or in part on the effects on the estate of HQSub of any increase in the Stated Cap
after the entry of an order of relief with respect to HQSub from the amount of the Stated Cap in
the Purchaser Guaranty prior to such reissuance, and/or on the effects on the estate of HQSub of
the Guarantor’s rights of subrogation resulting from such increase, then, in either such case, the
Guarantor’s waiver set forth in this Section 4 shall be absolute and permanent with respect to the
portion of the Guaranteed Obligations equal to the amount of such increase; provided, further,
that nothing in this Section 4 or in Section 8 of this Guaranty shall be construed to prevent the
Guarantor from opposing or seeking to terminate such stay or injunction or any request of a third
party for such a stay or injunction, in such bankruptcy proceeding.

Section 5. Waiver; Cumulative Rights. No waiver of any provision of this Guaranty shall be
binding unless in a writing signed by the Beneficiary and specifically referring to this Guaranty.
No failure on the part of the Beneficiary to exercise, and no delay in exercising any right, remedy
or power hereunder shall operate as a waiver thereof, nor shall any waiver nor any single or
partial exercise by the Beneficiary of any right, remedy or power hereunder preclude any other
future exercise of any right, remedy or power. Each and every right, remedy and power hereby
granted to the Beneficiary or allowed to it by Applicable Law or other agreement shall be
cumulative and not exclusive of any other, and may be exercised by the Beneficiary from time to
time.

Section 6. Waivers.

(a) Waiver of Notice. The Guarantor waives notice of the acceptance of this
Guaranty, notice of dishonor, presentment and demand, except as set forth in Section 1 of this
Guaranty, notice of exercise of any right and all other notices whatsoever.

(b) Waiver of Immunities. The Guarantor agrees and acknowledges that this
Guaranty and the Agreement constitute a commercial transaction. To the extent the Guarantor
may be entitled, in any jurisdiction, to claim for itself, or any of its assets, revenues or properties,
sovereign or other immunity, as the case may be, from service of process, suit, the jurisdiction of
any court or arbitral tribunal, attachment (whether in aid of execution or otherwise) or
enforcement of a judgment (interlocutory or final) or award or any other legal process in a matter
arising out of or relating to this Guaranty, the Guarantor, to the fullest extent permitted by
Applicable Law, agrees not to claim or assert, and hereby waives, such immunity. Without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the Guarantor agrees that the waivers set forth in this
paragraph shall have the fullest scope permitted under the United States Foreign Sovereign
Immunities Act of 1976, 28 U.S.C. § 1602 et seq., the Hydro-Québec Act (R.S.Q., chapter H-5)
and under any other Applicable Law related to sovereign immunity.

(c) Absolute Guaranty. To the fullest extent permitted by Applicable Law, and
except as limited by the express terms hereof, the liability of the Guarantor under this Guaranty
shall be absolute, unconditional and irrevocable irrespective of, and the Guarantor waives any
right or defense arising out of: (i) the lack of power or authority of the Guarantor to execute and
deliver this Guaranty or of HQSub to execute and deliver the Agreement; (ii) the failure of
HQSub to exist as a legal entity or the consolidation or merger of HQSub with or into any other
corporation or other entity, or the sale, lease or other disposition by HQSub of all or substantially
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all of its assets to any other business entity; (iii) any disposal, transfer, assignment or other
disposition or all or any part of the direct or indirect interest of the Guarantor in HQSub; (iv) the
bankruptcy, insolvency, dissolution, administration, reorganization or liquidation of HQSub, the
admission in writing by HQSub of its inability to pay its debts as they mature, or its making of a
general assignment for the benefit of, or entering into a composition or arrangement with
creditors or similar proceeding (whether such right or defence is available to the Guarantor,
HQSub, as debtor, or HQSub’s trustee or receiver); (v) any failure to give to the Guarantor notice
of default in the making of any payment due and payable under this Guaranty or the Agreement,
or notice of any failure on the part of HQSub to do any act or thing or to observe or perform any
covenant, condition or agreement by it to be observed or performed under the Agreement, except
for the obligations to make demand for payment as set forth under Section 1 of this Guaranty;
(vi) the absence, impairment or loss of any right of reimbursement, contribution or subrogation
or any other right or remedy of the Guarantor against HQSub; (vii) subject to Section 2 of this
Guaranty, any amendment, modification or extension of the Agreement; (viii) any assertion or
claim that the automatic or other stay provided by Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code or the
equivalent legislation of any other country arising upon the voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy
proceeding of HQSub shall operate or be interpreted to stay, interdict, condition, reduce or
inhibit the ability of the Beneficiary to enforce any rights that the Beneficiary may have against
the Guarantor; and (ix) any other circumstances whatsoever (with or without knowledge of the
Beneficiary or the Guarantor) that constitutes, or might be construed to constitute, an equitable or
legal discharge or defense of the Guarantor under this Guaranty, in bankruptcy or in any other
instance, including all defenses of a guarantor or surety generally, other than full, final and
indefeasible payment of the Guaranteed Obligations by the Guarantor and/or HQSub.

Section 7. Representations and Warranties.

The Guarantor represents and warrants that:

a) It is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the
jurisdiction of its incorporation and has full corporate power to execute, deliver and perform
this Guaranty;

b) The execution, delivery and performance of this Guaranty have been and remain duly
authorized by all necessary corporate action and do not contravene any provision of any
Applicable Law applicable to or binding on the Guarantor or any of its properties or the
Guarantor’s constitutional documents or any contractual restriction binding on the Guarantor
or its assets and that the individual or individuals executing this Guaranty for and on behalf of
the Guarantor have been duly authorized to do so;

c) This Guaranty constitutes a legal, valid and binding obligation of the Guarantor enforceable
against the Guarantor in accordance with its terms, subject, as to enforcement, to bankruptcy,
insolvency, reorganization and other similar laws and to general principles of equity; and

d) There is no pending or, to the best of the Guarantor’s knowledge, threatened action or
proceeding affecting the Guarantor before any Governmental Authority that might reasonably
be expected to materially and adversely affect the ability of the Guarantor to perform its
obligations under this Guaranty.
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Section 8. Setoff and Counterclaims; Bankruptcy. Notwithstanding anything in this
Guaranty to the contrary, the Guarantor shall be entitled to assert all rights and defenses that
HQSub may be entitled to under the Agreement, including any setoff or counterclaims that
HQSub is or may be entitled to under the Agreement, except that the Guarantor shall not be
entitled to any rights or defenses arising out of the matters described in clauses (i) through (viii)
of Section 6(c) of this Guaranty. Notwithstanding anything in Section 9 of this Guaranty to the
contrary, the obligations of the Guarantor under this Guaranty automatically shall be reinstated if
and to the extent that, for any reason, any payment by or on behalf of HQSub in respect of the
Guaranteed Obligations is rescinded or must be otherwise restored by any holder of any of the
Guaranteed Obligations, whether as a result of any proceedings in bankruptcy or reorganization
or otherwise. The Guarantor hereby agrees not to seek an injunction or otherwise seek to stay its
liability under this Guaranty in any voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy proceeding of HQSub
and, in the event such injunction or stay issues at the instance of a third party, to take such steps
as may be necessary or appropriate to seek to terminate or dissolve any such injunction or stay.

Section 9. Termination.

(a) Continuing Guaranty. The Guarantor acknowledges that the Beneficiary has
entered into the Agreement in reliance on this Guaranty being a continuing and irrevocable
agreement and the Guarantor agrees that this Guaranty may not be revoked in whole or in part,
except that this Guaranty and the Guarantor’s liability hereunder may be terminated as provided
in this Section 9.

(b) Expiration. This Guaranty is a continuing guarantee effective upon the
commencement of the Construction Phase. The Guarantor’s obligations with respect to the
Guaranteed Obligations under Section 1(a)(i) and Section 1(a)(iii) of this Guaranty shall expire
upon the full, final and indefeasible payment of such Guaranteed Obligations. The Guarantor’s
obligations with respect to the Guaranteed Obligations under Section 1(a)(ii) of this Guaranty
shall expire upon the earlier of full, final and indefeasible payment of such Guaranteed
Obligations or the fortieth (40th) anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, except that the
Guarantor shall remain liable for any Guaranteed Obligations under Section 1(a)(ii) of this
Guaranty relating to the period prior to such fortieth (40th) anniversary that are then due and
remain unpaid and for which the Beneficiary shall have given written notice to the Guarantor
pursuant to Section 1(b)(ii) of this Guaranty prior to such fortieth (40th) anniversary.

(c) Reissuance. Subject to Section 17.1.1(e) of the Agreement, upon the execution
by the Guarantor and delivery to the Beneficiary, pursuant to Section 17.1.1 of the Agreement, of
a new guaranty in replacement of this Guaranty, in the form of the Purchaser Guaranty attached
as Attachment E-1 to the Agreement, with a revised Stated Cap redetermined in accordance with
Section 17.1.1 of the Agreement, (i) this Guaranty shall terminate and (ii) at the request of the
Guarantor, the Beneficiary shall execute and deliver to the Guarantor a full, final, and
unconditional release of this Guaranty, in such form as the Guarantor may reasonably request,
with respect to such termination. This Section 9(c) shall not apply unless and until the
Beneficiary shall have received a duly executed replacement guaranty in compliance with the
terms and conditions for a reissued Purchaser Guaranty set forth in Section 17.1.1 of the
Agreement.
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(d) Transfer. Upon any Transfer by HQSub that is permitted by Section 23.1 of the
Agreement, including (i) the approval of such Transfer by the Beneficiary, (ii) the assumption in
writing by the Transferee of HQSub’s obligations associated with the Transferred portion of the
Agreement, which assumption is not subject to conditions that have not been satisfied or waived,
and (iii) delivery to the Beneficiary of any replacement security or other financial assurances to
be provided by on or behalf of the Transferee in connection with such Transfer in accordance
with the Agreement, then, provided, that a Purchaser Default shall not have occurred and be
continuing, (x) the obligations of the Guarantor hereunder shall terminate to the extent of the
Transferred portion of the Agreement and the Guarantor shall be fully, finally, and
unconditionally released from all liability with respect thereto associated with the Transferred
portion of the Agreement (it being understood that the Stated Cap shall be reduced in proportion
to the Transferred portion of the Agreement), and (y) at the request of the Guarantor, the
Beneficiary shall execute and deliver to the Guarantor a full, final, and unconditional release of
the Guaranteed Obligations, in such form as the Guarantor may reasonably request, with respect
to the Transferred portion of the Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 9(d) does
not apply to any Transfer permitted by Section 23.2 or Section 23.3 of the Agreement.

Section 10. Assignment. The Guarantor shall not be entitled to assign its rights, interest or
obligations hereunder to any other Person without the prior written consent of the Beneficiary.
The Beneficiary shall be entitled to assign its rights, interest or obligations hereunder solely in
connection with an assignment of the Agreement permitted pursuant to the terms of the
Agreement. Upon a collateral assignment of this Guaranty in connection with a collateral
assignment of the Agreement permitted under the Agreement, the Guarantor shall cooperate with
the Beneficiary and shall execute and deliver such consents, acknowledgements, direct
agreements or similar documents as may be customary for financings of a similar nature and
reasonably requested by any Financing Party.

Section 11. Notices. All notices or other communications in respect of this Guaranty shall be in
writing, and delivered by hand or by registered mail (return receipt requested), overnight courier
service or given by facsimile (except for a demand for payment) and addressed or directed as
follows:

If to the Guarantor:

HYDRO-QUÉBEC
Attention: Vice-President Financing, Treasury and Pension Fund
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West
5th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada
H2Z 1A4
Facsimile: (514)289-5409

If to the Beneficiary:

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC
c/o NORTHEAST UTILITIES
Attention: Randy Shoop, Vice-President and Treasurer
56 Prospect Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
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United States of America
Facsimile: (860)728-4585

or such address as the Guarantor or the Beneficiary may give notice to the other party, from time
to time.

Section 12. Successors; No Third-Party Beneficiaries. This Guaranty shall be binding upon the
Guarantor, its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty shall inure to the benefit of the
Beneficiary and its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty is not intended to create any
third-party beneficiaries.

Section 13. Governing Law. This Guaranty shall be governed by and construed in accordance
with the laws of the State of New York (without regard to principles of conflict of laws that would
direct for application of the laws of another jurisdiction).

Section 14. Submission to Jurisdiction. Each of the Guarantor and the Beneficiary hereto
consents to submit itself to the exclusive jurisdiction of any state or federal court of competent
jurisdiction located in the State of New York, United States of America, with respect to any dispute
that arises under this Guaranty or in connection with the transactions contemplated hereby, and
irrevocably and unconditionally waives any objection to the laying of venue of any action, suit or
proceeding arising out of or relating to this Guaranty or the transactions contemplated hereby in (a)
the courts of the State of New York in New York County, or (b) the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York, and hereby further irrevocably and unconditionally waives
and agrees not to plead or claim in any such court that any such action, suit or proceeding brought
in any such court has been brought in an inconvenient forum.

Section 15. Waiver of Jury Trial. EACH PARTY HEREBY KNOWINGLY,
VOLUNTARILY, AND INTENTIONALLY WAIVES ANY RIGHTS IT MAY HAVE TO A
TRIAL BY JURY IN RESPECT OF ANY LITIGATION BASED HEREON OR ARISING
OUT OF, UNDER, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, THIS GUARANTY OR THE
AGREEMENT.

Section 16. Entire Agreement. This Guaranty constitutes the entire agreement of the
Guarantor and the Beneficiary pertaining to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior
written or oral agreements and understandings between the Guarantor and the Beneficiary with
respect to the subject matter hereof.

Section 17. Amendments. No amendments or modifications of or to any provision of this
Guaranty shall be binding until in writing and executed by the Guarantor and the Beneficiary.
For the avoidance of doubt, this Guaranty may be reissued as provided in Section 9(c) of this
Guaranty without a writing executed by the Beneficiary and such reissuance shall not require
acceptance by the Beneficiary.

Section 18. Severability. If any one or more of the provisions of this Guaranty should be
determined to be illegal or unenforceable, all other provisions shall remain effective.
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Section 19. Interpretation. The word " including" whe n used in this Guaranty shall be 
deemed to be fo llowed by "without limitation" or "but not limited to, "whether or not it is in fac t 
followed by such words or words of like import. 

Section 20. Counterparts. This Guaranty may be executed in two or more counterparts, each 
of which shal l be dee med to be an original, but all o f wh ich together sha ll constitute but one and 
the same instrument. The Guarantor and the Beneficiary acknowledge and agree that any 
document or signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission sha ll be deemed to be an 
orig inal executed document for all purposes hereof. 

IN WITN ESS WHE:RllQ.f. the Guarantor hereto has executed th is Guaranty, as of the date first 
set forth above. 

HYDRO-Q UEB.IjC/ 

By: 

Date: 

Accepted: 

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC 

By: 
Na me: 
Title: 
Date: 

9 
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Section 19. Interpretation. The word "including" when used in this Guaranty shall be 
deemed to be followed by "without limitation" or "but not limited to, " whether or not it is in fact 
followed by such words or words of like import. 

Section 20. Counterparts. This Guaranty may be executed in two or more counterparts, each 
of which shall be deemed to be an original, but all of which together shall constitute but one and 
the same instrument. The Guarantor and the Beneficiary acknowledge and agree that any 
document or signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission shall be deemed to be an 
original executed document for all purposes hereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Guarantor hereto has executed this Guaranty, as of the date first 
set forth above. 

HYDRO-QUEBEC 

By: 
Name: 
Title: 
Date: 

By: 
Name: 
Title: 
Date: 

Accepted: 

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC 

By: 
Name: 4. 6S ft. fY)tJl1r,L;. , . 
Title: . -/-- AlOf'l--llllYl f4.~ -(r~ml&5lDi7 ILC-
Date: Oc..c}oh.I.f1""1.;Z/J lD 
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ATTACHMENT E-2

Form of Owner Guaranties

Please see the attached.
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NSTAR

GUARANTY AGREEMENT

This Guaranty Agreement (“Guaranty”), dated as of October 4, 2010, is made and entered into
by NSTAR, a public utility holding company organized and existing as a voluntary association
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and having its head office and principal
place of business at 800 Boylston Street, 17th Floor, Boston, MA 02199, United States of
America (hereinafter referred to as the “Guarantor”), in favor of H.Q. Hydro Renewable
Energy, Inc., a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware and
having its principal place of business at 75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Montréal, QC,
Canada, H2Z 1A4 (hereinafter referred to as the “Beneficiary”).

WHEREAS the Beneficiary and Northern Pass Transmission LLC, a limited liability
company organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Hampshire and having its
place of business at Energy Park, 780 North Commercial Street, Manchester, NH 03101, United
States of America (hereinafter referred to as “NPT”), have executed a Transmission Service
Agreement, dated as of October 4, 2010 (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) (capitalized
terms used but not defined in this Guaranty to have the meaning accorded such terms in the
Agreement);

WHEREAS the Guarantor indirectly owns, through a wholly-owned subsidiary, a portion of the
beneficial ownership interests in NPT and will directly or indirectly benefit from the Agreement;
and

WHEREAS the Beneficiary has required that the Guarantor guarantee to the Beneficiary
payment of all obligations of NPT under the Agreement, and the Guarantor has agreed to
guarantee such obligations, subject to a maximum dollar limitation and the other terms and
conditions provided in this Guaranty;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and other good and valuable
consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Guarantor
hereby agrees with the Beneficiary as follows:

Section 1. Guaranty.

(a) Guaranteed Obligations. The Guarantor absolutely, irrevocably, and
unconditionally guarantees to the Beneficiary, its successors and endorsees and assignees, as
primary obligor and not merely as a surety, (i) the payment of all present and future amounts
owed by NPT to the Beneficiary under the Agreement (including payment of NPT’s
indemnification obligations), not later than the date that is thirty (30) days after a written demand
by the Beneficiary upon the Guarantor stating that NPT has failed to pay any such amount when
due under the Agreement after demand therefor in accordance with the Agreement; provided,
that the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under this Section 1(a) shall not exceed
$6,250,000.00, plus (ii) payment of all third-party, out-of-pocket costs or expenses reasonably
incurred by the Beneficiary to enforce its rights against the Guarantor under this Guaranty
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including reasonable attorneys’ fees, court costs and similar costs (such amounts and such costs
and expenses hereinafter collectively called “Guaranteed Obligations”); provided, further, that it
shall be a condition precedent to the Guarantor’s obligations under this Guaranty that the
Operation Phase shall have commenced under the Agreement; provided, further, that, subject to
Section 8 of this Guaranty, this Guaranty shall terminate when and as provided in Section 9 of
this Guaranty.

(b) Guaranty of Payment and Not Collection. This Guaranty is a guaranty of
payment and not merely of collection.

(c) Information. At the Guarantor’s request, the Beneficiary shall provide the
Guarantor with any useful information respecting the content and the terms and conditions of the
Guaranteed Obligations and a statement of account with details of billings and payments;
provided, that such a request by the Guarantor shall not delay or prevent the Guarantor from
paying under this Guaranty.

Section 2. Nature of Guaranty. The Guarantor’s obligations hereunder shall be subject to all
the contractual protections, limitations, waivers, exclusions and rights that NPT has under the
Agreement, and the Guarantor shall be entitled to the benefits of any modification of,
amendment to, waiver of or consent to departure from, the Agreement to the extent, if any, NPT
would have been entitled to such benefits. Nonetheless, this Guaranty shall not be deemed
discharged, impaired or affected by the existence, validity, enforceability, perfection, or extent of
any collateral for any obligations under the Agreement of NPT.

Section 3. Consents, Waivers and Renewals. The Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may
at any time and from time to time, either before or after maturity thereof, without notice to or
further consent of the Guarantor, extend the time of payment of any of NPT’s obligations under
the Agreement, or accept, exchange or surrender any collateral therefor, or renew the Agreement,
and may also make any agreement with NPT or with any other party to, or Person liable for any
of the obligations contemplated in, the Agreement, or interested therein, for the extension,
renewal, payment, compromise, discharge or release thereof, in whole or in part, or for any
modification of the terms thereof or of any agreement between the Beneficiary and NPT or any
such other party or Person, without in any way impairing or affecting this Guaranty. The
obligations of the Guarantor hereunder are independent of the obligations of NPT, and the
Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may resort to the Guarantor for payment of the Guaranteed
Obligations, whether or not the Beneficiary shall have resorted to any collateral security, or shall
have proceeded against any other obligor principally or secondarily obligated with respect to any
of the Guaranteed Obligations, and whether or not NPT is joined in an action or proceeding
against the Guarantor or a separate action or actions are brought against NPT.

Section 4. Subrogation. In any case, including NPT’s insolvency, the Guarantor will not
exercise any rights that it may acquire by way of subrogation, and hereby waives, to the fullest
extent permitted by Applicable Law, any right to enforce any remedy that the Beneficiary now
has or may hereafter have against NPT in respect of the Guaranteed Obligations.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon full, final and indefeasible payment of all Guaranteed
Obligations, the Guarantor shall be subrogated to the rights of the Beneficiary against NPT and
the Beneficiary agrees to take, at the Guarantor’s expense, such steps as the Guarantor may
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reasonably request to implement such subrogation; provided, that, if a bankruptcy court in a
bankruptcy proceeding of NPT issues a stay or injunction prohibiting or preventing the
Guarantor from amending this Guaranty, as contemplated by Section 17.1.2 of the Agreement,
based in whole or in part on the effects on the estate of NPT of any increase in the aggregate
liability of the Guarantor under Section 1(a) of this Guaranty after the entry of an order of relief
with respect to NPT from the amount of the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under Section
1(a) of this Guaranty in the Owner Guaranty prior to such amendment, and/or on the effects on
the estate of NPT of the Guarantor’s rights of subrogation resulting from such increase, then, in
either such case, the Guarantor’s waiver set forth in this Section 4 shall be absolute and
permanent with respect to the portion of the Guaranteed Obligations equal to the amount of such
increase; provided, further, that nothing in this Section 4 or in Section 8 of this Guaranty shall be
construed to prevent the Guarantor from opposing or seeking to terminate such stay or injunction
or any request of a third party for such a stay or injunction, in such bankruptcy proceeding.

Section 5. Waiver; Cumulative Rights. No waiver of any provision of this Guaranty shall be
binding unless in a writing signed by the Beneficiary and specifically referring to this Guaranty.
No failure on the part of the Beneficiary to exercise, and no delay in exercising any right, remedy
or power hereunder shall operate as a waiver thereof, nor shall any waiver nor any single or
partial exercise by the Beneficiary of any right, remedy or power hereunder preclude any other
future exercise of any right, remedy or power. Each and every right, remedy and power hereby
granted to the Beneficiary or allowed to it by Applicable Law or other agreement shall be
cumulative and not exclusive of any other, and may be exercised by the Beneficiary from time to
time.

Section 6. Waivers.

(a) Waiver of Notice. The Guarantor waives notice of the acceptance of this
Guaranty, notice of dishonor, presentment and demand, except as set forth in Section 1 of this
Guaranty, notice of exercise of any right and all other notices whatsoever.

(b) Absolute Guaranty. To the fullest extent permitted by Applicable Law, and
except as limited by the express terms hereof, the liability of the Guarantor under this Guaranty
shall be absolute, unconditional and irrevocable irrespective of, and the Guarantor waives any
right or defense arising out of: (i) the lack of power or authority of the Guarantor to execute and
deliver this Guaranty or of NPT to execute and deliver the Agreement; (ii) the failure of NPT to
exist as a legal entity or the consolidation or merger of NPT with or into any other corporation or
other entity, or the sale, lease or other disposition by NPT of all or substantially all of its assets to
any other business entity; (iii) any disposal, transfer, assignment or other disposition or all or any
part of the direct or indirect interest of the Guarantor in NPT; (iv) the bankruptcy, insolvency,
dissolution, administration, reorganization, or liquidation of NPT, the admission in writing by
NPT of its inability to pay its debts as they mature, or its making of a general assignment for the
benefit of, or entering into a composition or arrangement with creditors or similar proceeding
(whether such right or defence is available to the Guarantor, NPT, as debtor, or NPT’s trustee or
receiver); (v) any failure to give to the Guarantor notice of default in the making of any payment
due and payable under this Guaranty or the Agreement, or notice of any failure on the part of
NPT to do any act or thing or to observe or perform any covenant, condition or agreement by it
to be observed or performed under the Agreement, except for the obligations to make demand for
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payment as set forth under Section 1 of this Guaranty; (vi) the absence, impairment or loss of any
right of reimbursement, contribution or subrogation or any other right or remedy of the
Guarantor against NPT; (vii) subject to Section 2 of this Guaranty, any amendment, modification
or extension of the Agreement; (viii) any assertion or claim that the automatic or other stay
provided by Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code or the equivalent legislation of any other
country arising upon the voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy proceeding of NPT shall operate or
be interpreted to stay, interdict, condition, reduce or inhibit the ability of the Beneficiary to
enforce any rights that the Beneficiary may have against the Guarantor; and (ix) any other
circumstances whatsoever (with or without knowledge of the Beneficiary or the Guarantor) that
constitutes, or might be construed to constitute, an equitable or legal discharge or defense of the
Guarantor under this Guaranty, in bankruptcy or in any other instance, including all defenses of a
guarantor or surety generally, other than full, final and indefeasible payment of the Guaranteed
Obligations by the Guarantor and/or NPT.

Section 7. Representations and Warranties.

The Guarantor represents and warrants that:

a) It is a public utility holding company duly organized as a voluntary association, validly
existing and in good standing under the laws of the jurisdiction of its formation and has full
voluntary association power to execute, deliver and perform this Guaranty;

b) The execution, delivery and performance of this Guaranty have been and remain duly
authorized by all necessary voluntary association action and do not contravene any provision
of any Applicable Law applicable to or binding on the Guarantor or any of its properties or
the Guarantor’s constitutional documents or any contractual restriction binding on the
Guarantor or its assets and that the individual or individuals executing this Guaranty for and
on behalf of the Guarantor have been duly authorized to do so;

c) This Guaranty constitutes a legal, valid and binding obligation of the Guarantor enforceable
against the Guarantor in accordance with its terms, subject, as to enforcement, to bankruptcy,
insolvency, reorganization and other similar laws and to general principles of equity; and

d) There is no pending or, to the best of the Guarantor’s knowledge, threatened action or
proceeding affecting the Guarantor before any Governmental Authority that might reasonably
be expected to materially and adversely affect the ability of the Guarantor to perform its
obligations under this Guaranty.

Section 8. Setoff and Counterclaims; Bankruptcy. Notwithstanding anything in this
Guaranty to the contrary, the Guarantor shall be entitled to assert all rights and defenses that
NPT may be entitled to under the Agreement, including any setoff or counterclaims that NPT is
or may be entitled to under the Agreement, except that the Guarantor shall not be entitled to any
rights or defenses arising out of the matters described in clauses (i) through (viii) of Section 6(b)
of this Guaranty. Notwithstanding anything in Section 9 of this Guaranty to the contrary, the
obligations of the Guarantor under this Guaranty automatically shall be reinstated if and to the
extent that, for any reason, any payment by or on behalf of NPT in respect of the Guaranteed
Obligations is rescinded or must be otherwise restored by any holder of any of the Guaranteed

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

1054734.04-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

Obligations, whether as a result of any proceedings in bankruptcy or reorganization or otherwise.
The Guarantor hereby agrees not to seek an injunction or otherwise seek to stay its liability under
this Guaranty in any voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy proceeding of NPT and, in the event
such injunction or stay issues at the instance of a third party, to take such steps as may be
necessary or appropriate to seek to terminate or dissolve any such injunction or stay.

Section 9. Termination.

(a) Continuing Guaranty. The Guarantor acknowledges that the Beneficiary has
entered into the Agreement in reliance on this Guaranty being a continuing and irrevocable
agreement and the Guarantor agrees that this Guaranty may not be revoked in whole or in part,
except that this Guaranty and the Guarantor’s liability hereunder may be terminated as provided
in this Section 9.

(b) Expiration. This Guaranty is a continuing guarantee effective upon the
commencement of the Operation Phase. The Guarantor’s obligations with respect to the
Guaranteed Obligations shall expire upon the full, final and indefeasible payment of such
Guaranteed Obligations.

(c) Transfer. Upon any Transfer by NPT that is permitted by Section 23.1 of the
Agreement, including (i) the approval of such Transfer by the Beneficiary, (ii) the assumption in
writing by the Transferee of NPT’s obligations associated with the Transferred portion of the
Agreement, which assumption is not subject to conditions that have not been satisfied or waived,
and (iii) delivery to the Beneficiary of any replacement security or other financial assurances to
be provided by on or behalf of the Transferee in connection with such Transfer in accordance
with the Agreement, then, provided, that an Owner Default shall not have occurred and be
continuing, (x) the obligations of the Guarantor hereunder shall terminate to the extent of the
Transferred portion of the Agreement and the Guarantor shall be fully, finally, and
unconditionally released from all liability with respect thereto associated with the Transferred
portion of the Agreement (it being understood that the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under
Section 1(a) of this Guaranty shall be reduced in proportion to the Transferred portion of the
Agreement), and (y) at the request of the Guarantor, the Beneficiary shall execute and deliver to
the Guarantor a full, final, and unconditional release of the Guaranteed Obligations, in such form
as the Guarantor may reasonably request, with respect to the Transferred portion of the
Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 9(c) does not apply to any Transfer
permitted by Section 23.2 or Section 23.3 of the Agreement.

Section 10. Assignment. The Guarantor shall not be entitled to assign its rights, interest or
obligations hereunder to any other Person without the prior written consent of the Beneficiary.
The Beneficiary shall be entitled to assign its rights, interest or obligations hereunder solely in
connection with an assignment of the Agreement permitted pursuant to the terms of the
Agreement.

Section 11. Notices. All notices or other communications in respect of this Guaranty shall be in
writing, and delivered by hand or by registered mail (return receipt requested), overnight courier
service or given by facsimile (except for a demand for payment) and addressed or directed as
follows:
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If to the Guarantor:

NSTAR
Attention : Senior Vice President Strategy, Law & Policy, General Counsel and Clerk
800 Boylston Street
17th Floor
Boston, Massachusetts 02199
United States of America
Facsimile: (781)441-3712

If to the Beneficiary:

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC.
Attention: Christian G. Brosseau, President
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada
H2Z 1A4
Facsimile: (514)289-5484

or such address as the Guarantor or the Beneficiary may give notice to the other party, from time
to time.

Section 12. Successors; No Third-Party Beneficiaries. This Guaranty shall be binding upon the
Guarantor, its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty shall inure to the benefit of the
Beneficiary and its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty is not intended to create any
third-party beneficiaries.

Section 13. Governing Law. This Guaranty shall be governed by and construed in accordance
with the laws of the State of New York (without regard to principles of conflict of laws that would
direct for application of the laws of another jurisdiction).

Section 14. Submission to Jurisdiction. Each of the Guarantor and the Beneficiary hereto
consents to submit itself to the exclusive jurisdiction of any state or federal court of competent
jurisdiction located in the State of New York, United States of America, with respect to any dispute
that arises under this Guaranty or in connection with the transactions contemplated hereby, and
irrevocably and unconditionally waives any objection to the laying of venue of any action, suit or
proceeding arising out of or relating to this Guaranty or the transactions contemplated hereby in (a)
the courts of the State of New York in New York County, or (b) the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York, and hereby further irrevocably and unconditionally waives
and agrees not to plead or claim in any such court that any such action, suit or proceeding brought
in any such court has been brought in an inconvenient forum.

Section 15. Waiver of Jury Trial. EACH PARTY HEREBY KNOWINGLY,
VOLUNTARILY, AND INTENTIONALLY WAIVES ANY RIGHTS IT MAY HAVE TO A
TRIAL BY JURY IN RESPECT OF ANY LITIGATION BASED HEREON OR ARISING
OUT OF, UNDER, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, THIS GUARANTY OR THE
AGREEMENT.
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Section 16. Entire Agreement. This Guaranty constitutes the entire agreement of the
Guarantor and the Beneficiary pertaining to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior
written or oral agreements and understandings between the Guarantor and the Beneficiary with
respect to the subject matter hereof.

Section 17. Amendments. No amendments or modifications of or to any provision of this
Guaranty shall be binding until in writing and executed by the Guarantor and the Beneficiary.

Section 18. Severability. If any one or more of the provisions of this Guaranty should be
determined to be illegal or unenforceable, all other provisions shall remain effective.

Section 19. Interpretation. The word “including” when used in this Guaranty shall be
deemed to be followed by “without limitation” or “but not limited to,” whether or not it is in fact
followed by such words or words of like import.

Section 20. Trustee Liability. No shareholder or trustee of the Guarantor shall be held to any
liability whatever for the payment of any sum of money or for damages or otherwise under this
Guaranty. This Guaranty shall not be enforceable against any such trustee in their or his or her
individual capacities or capacity and this Guaranty shall be enforceable against the trustees of the
Guarantor only as such, and every Person having any claim or demand arising under this
Guaranty and relating to the Guarantor, its shareholders or trustees shall look solely to the trust
estate of the Guarantor for the payment or satisfaction thereof.

Section 21. Counterparts. This Guaranty may be executed in two or more counterparts, each
of which shall be deemed to be an original, but all of which together shall constitute but one and
the same instrument. The Guarantor and the Beneficiary acknowledge and agree that any
document or signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission shall be deemed to be an
original executed document for all purposes hereof.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Guarantor hereto has executed this Guaranty, as of the 
date first set forth above. 

By: 
Name: 
Title: Vice President and Treasurer 
Date: October 4, 2010 

Accepted: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 

By: 
Name: 
Title: 
Date: 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Guarantor hereto has executed thi s Guaranty, as of the 
date first set forth above. 

NSTAR 

By: 
Na me: 
Tit le: 
Date: 

Accepted: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY. I 'c. 

~ik z, 
d~...; G- . \') {) 05SI:: A .... 

Title: 'V'\\. >c s { \) t.:. \u "\ 

Date: C) 4. \ u ! e 
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NORTHEAST UTILITIES

GUARANTY AGREEMENT

This Guaranty Agreement (“Guaranty”), dated as of October 4, 2010, is made and entered into
by Northeast Utilities, a public utility holding company organized and existing as a voluntary
trust under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and having its head office and
principal place of business at One Federal Street, Springfield, MA 01105, United States of
America (hereinafter referred to as the “Guarantor”), in favor of H.Q. Hydro Renewable
Energy, Inc., a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware and
having its principal place of business at 75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Montréal, QC,
Canada, H2Z 1A4 (hereinafter referred to as the “Beneficiary”).

WHEREAS the Beneficiary and Northern Pass Transmission LLC, a limited liability
company organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Hampshire and having its
place of business at Energy Park, 780 North Commercial Street, Manchester, NH 03101, United
States of America (hereinafter referred to as “NPT”), have executed a Transmission Service
Agreement, dated as of October 4, 2010 (hereinafter referred to as the “Agreement”) (capitalized
terms used but not defined in this Guaranty to have the meaning accorded such terms in the
Agreement);

WHEREAS the Guarantor indirectly owns, through a wholly-owned subsidiary, a portion of the
beneficial ownership interests in NPT and will directly or indirectly benefit from the Agreement;
and

WHEREAS the Beneficiary has required that the Guarantor guarantee to the Beneficiary
payment of all obligations of NPT under the Agreement, and the Guarantor has agreed to
guarantee such obligations, subject to a maximum dollar limitation and the other terms and
conditions provided in this Guaranty;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and other good and valuable
consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Guarantor
hereby agrees with the Beneficiary as follows:

Section 1. Guaranty.

(a) Guaranteed Obligations. The Guarantor absolutely, irrevocably, and
unconditionally guarantees to the Beneficiary, its successors and endorsees and assignees, as
primary obligor and not merely as a surety, (i) the payment of all present and future amounts
owed by NPT to the Beneficiary under the Agreement (including payment of NPT’s
indemnification obligations), not later than the date that is thirty (30) days after a written demand
by the Beneficiary upon the Guarantor stating that NPT has failed to pay any such amount when
due under the Agreement after demand therefor in accordance with the Agreement; provided,
that the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under this Section 1(a) shall not exceed
$18,750,000.00, plus (ii) payment of all third-party, out-of-pocket costs or expenses reasonably
incurred by the Beneficiary to enforce its rights against the Guarantor under this Guaranty
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including reasonable attorneys’ fees, court costs and similar costs (such amounts and such costs
and expenses hereinafter collectively called “Guaranteed Obligations”); provided, further, that it
shall be a condition precedent to the Guarantor’s obligations under this Guaranty that the
Operation Phase shall have commenced under the Agreement; provided, further, that, subject to
Section 8 of this Guaranty, this Guaranty shall terminate when and as provided in Section 9 of
this Guaranty.

(b) Guaranty of Payment and Not Collection. This Guaranty is a guaranty of
payment and not merely of collection.

(c) Information. At the Guarantor’s request, the Beneficiary shall provide the
Guarantor with any useful information respecting the content and the terms and conditions of the
Guaranteed Obligations and a statement of account with details of billings and payments;
provided, that such a request by the Guarantor shall not delay or prevent the Guarantor from
paying under this Guaranty.

Section 2. Nature of Guaranty. The Guarantor’s obligations hereunder shall be subject to all
the contractual protections, limitations, waivers, exclusions and rights that NPT has under the
Agreement, and the Guarantor shall be entitled to the benefits of any modification of,
amendment to, waiver of or consent to departure from, the Agreement to the extent, if any, NPT
would have been entitled to such benefits. Nonetheless, this Guaranty shall not be deemed
discharged, impaired or affected by the existence, validity, enforceability, perfection, or extent of
any collateral for any obligations under the Agreement of NPT.

Section 3. Consents, Waivers and Renewals. The Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may
at any time and from time to time, either before or after maturity thereof, without notice to or
further consent of the Guarantor, extend the time of payment of any of NPT’s obligations under
the Agreement, or accept, exchange or surrender any collateral therefor, or renew the Agreement,
and may also make any agreement with NPT or with any other party to, or Person liable for any
of the obligations contemplated in, the Agreement, or interested therein, for the extension,
renewal, payment, compromise, discharge or release thereof, in whole or in part, or for any
modification of the terms thereof or of any agreement between the Beneficiary and NPT or any
such other party or Person, without in any way impairing or affecting this Guaranty. The
obligations of the Guarantor hereunder are independent of the obligations of NPT, and the
Guarantor agrees that the Beneficiary may resort to the Guarantor for payment of the Guaranteed
Obligations, whether or not the Beneficiary shall have resorted to any collateral security, or shall
have proceeded against any other obligor principally or secondarily obligated with respect to any
of the Guaranteed Obligations, and whether or not NPT is joined in an action or proceeding
against the Guarantor or a separate action or actions are brought against NPT.

Section 4. Subrogation. In any case, including NPT’s insolvency, the Guarantor will not
exercise any rights that it may acquire by way of subrogation, and hereby waives, to the fullest
extent permitted by Applicable Law, any right to enforce any remedy that the Beneficiary now
has or may hereafter have against NPT in respect of the Guaranteed Obligations.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon full, final and indefeasible payment of all Guaranteed
Obligations, the Guarantor shall be subrogated to the rights of the Beneficiary against NPT and
the Beneficiary agrees to take, at the Guarantor’s expense, such steps as the Guarantor may
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reasonably request to implement such subrogation; provided, that, if a bankruptcy court in a
bankruptcy proceeding of NPT issues a stay or injunction prohibiting or preventing the
Guarantor from amending this Guaranty, as contemplated by Section 17.1.2 of the Agreement,
based in whole or in part on the effects on the estate of NPT of any increase in the aggregate
liability of the Guarantor under Section 1(a) of this Guaranty after the entry of an order of relief
with respect to NPT from the amount of the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under Section
1(a) of this Guaranty in the Owner Guaranty prior to such amendment, and/or on the effects on
the estate of NPT of the Guarantor’s rights of subrogation resulting from such increase, then, in
either such case, the Guarantor’s waiver set forth in this Section 4 shall be absolute and
permanent with respect to the portion of the Guaranteed Obligations equal to the amount of such
increase; provided, further, that nothing in this Section 4 or in Section 8 of this Guaranty shall be
construed to prevent the Guarantor from opposing or seeking to terminate such stay or injunction
or any request of a third party for such a stay or injunction, in such bankruptcy proceeding.

Section 5. Waiver; Cumulative Rights. No waiver of any provision of this Guaranty shall be
binding unless in a writing signed by the Beneficiary and specifically referring to this Guaranty.
No failure on the part of the Beneficiary to exercise, and no delay in exercising any right, remedy
or power hereunder shall operate as a waiver thereof, nor shall any waiver nor any single or
partial exercise by the Beneficiary of any right, remedy or power hereunder preclude any other
future exercise of any right, remedy or power. Each and every right, remedy and power hereby
granted to the Beneficiary or allowed to it by Applicable Law or other agreement shall be
cumulative and not exclusive of any other, and may be exercised by the Beneficiary from time to
time.

Section 6. Waivers.

(a) Waiver of Notice. The Guarantor waives notice of the acceptance of this
Guaranty, notice of dishonor, presentment and demand, except as set forth in Section 1 of this
Guaranty, notice of exercise of any right and all other notices whatsoever.

(b) Absolute Guaranty. To the fullest extent permitted by Applicable Law, and
except as limited by the express terms hereof, the liability of the Guarantor under this Guaranty
shall be absolute, unconditional and irrevocable irrespective of, and the Guarantor waives any
right or defense arising out of: (i) the lack of power or authority of the Guarantor to execute and
deliver this Guaranty or of NPT to execute and deliver the Agreement; (ii) the failure of NPT to
exist as a legal entity or the consolidation or merger of NPT with or into any other corporation or
other entity, or the sale, lease or other disposition by NPT of all or substantially all of its assets to
any other business entity; (iii) any disposal, transfer, assignment or other disposition or all or any
part of the direct or indirect interest of the Guarantor in NPT; (iv) the bankruptcy, insolvency,
dissolution, administration, reorganization, or liquidation of NPT, the admission in writing by
NPT of its inability to pay its debts as they mature, or its making of a general assignment for the
benefit of, or entering into a composition or arrangement with creditors or similar proceeding
(whether such right or defence is available to the Guarantor, NPT, as debtor, or NPT’s trustee or
receiver); (v) any failure to give to the Guarantor notice of default in the making of any payment
due and payable under this Guaranty or the Agreement, or notice of any failure on the part of
NPT to do any act or thing or to observe or perform any covenant, condition or agreement by it
to be observed or performed under the Agreement, except for the obligations to make demand for
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payment as set forth under Section 1 of this Guaranty; (vi) the absence, impairment or loss of any
right of reimbursement, contribution or subrogation or any other right or remedy of the
Guarantor against NPT; (vii) subject to Section 2 of this Guaranty, any amendment, modification
or extension of the Agreement; (viii) any assertion or claim that the automatic or other stay
provided by Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code or the equivalent legislation of any other
country arising upon the voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy proceeding of NPT shall operate or
be interpreted to stay, interdict, condition, reduce or inhibit the ability of the Beneficiary to
enforce any rights that the Beneficiary may have against the Guarantor; and (ix) any other
circumstances whatsoever (with or without knowledge of the Beneficiary or the Guarantor) that
constitutes, or might be construed to constitute, an equitable or legal discharge or defense of the
Guarantor under this Guaranty, in bankruptcy or in any other instance, including all defenses of a
guarantor or surety generally, other than full, final and indefeasible payment of the Guaranteed
Obligations by the Guarantor and/or NPT.

Section 7. Representations and Warranties.

The Guarantor represents and warrants that:

a) It is a public utility holding company duly organized as a voluntary trust, validly existing and
in good standing under the laws of the jurisdiction of its formation and has full voluntary trust
power to execute, deliver and perform this Guaranty;

b) The execution, delivery and performance of this Guaranty have been and remain duly
authorized by all necessary voluntary trust action and do not contravene any provision of any
Applicable Law applicable to or binding on the Guarantor or any of its properties or the
Guarantor’s constitutional documents or any contractual restriction binding on the Guarantor
or its assets and that the individual or individuals executing this Guaranty for and on behalf of
the Guarantor have been duly authorized to do so;

c) This Guaranty constitutes a legal, valid and binding obligation of the Guarantor enforceable
against the Guarantor in accordance with its terms, subject, as to enforcement, to bankruptcy,
insolvency, reorganization and other similar laws and to general principles of equity; and

d) There is no pending or, to the best of the Guarantor’s knowledge, threatened action or
proceeding affecting the Guarantor before any Governmental Authority that might reasonably
be expected to materially and adversely affect the ability of the Guarantor to perform its
obligations under this Guaranty.

Section 8. Setoff and Counterclaims; Bankruptcy. Notwithstanding anything in this
Guaranty to the contrary, the Guarantor shall be entitled to assert all rights and defenses that
NPT may be entitled to under the Agreement, including any setoff or counterclaims that NPT is
or may be entitled to under the Agreement, except that the Guarantor shall not be entitled to any
rights or defenses arising out of the matters described in clauses (i) through (viii) of Section 6(b)
of this Guaranty. Notwithstanding anything in Section 9 of this Guaranty to the contrary, the
obligations of the Guarantor under this Guaranty automatically shall be reinstated if and to the
extent that, for any reason, any payment by or on behalf of NPT in respect of the Guaranteed
Obligations is rescinded or must be otherwise restored by any holder of any of the Guaranteed
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Obligations, whether as a result of any proceedings in bankruptcy or reorganization or otherwise.
The Guarantor hereby agrees not to seek an injunction or otherwise seek to stay its liability under
this Guaranty in any voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy proceeding of NPT and, in the event
such injunction or stay issues at the instance of a third party, to take such steps as may be
necessary or appropriate to seek to terminate or dissolve any such injunction or stay.

Section 9. Termination.

(a) Continuing Guaranty. The Guarantor acknowledges that the Beneficiary has
entered into the Agreement in reliance on this Guaranty being a continuing and irrevocable
agreement and the Guarantor agrees that this Guaranty may not be revoked in whole or in part,
except that this Guaranty and the Guarantor’s liability hereunder may be terminated as provided
in this Section 9.

(b) Expiration. This Guaranty is a continuing guarantee effective upon the
commencement of the Operation Phase. The Guarantor’s obligations with respect to the
Guaranteed Obligations shall expire upon the full, final and indefeasible payment of such
Guaranteed Obligations.

(c) Transfer. Upon any Transfer by NPT that is permitted by Section 23.1 of the
Agreement, including (i) the approval of such Transfer by the Beneficiary, (ii) the assumption in
writing by the Transferee of NPT’s obligations associated with the Transferred portion of the
Agreement, which assumption is not subject to conditions that have not been satisfied or waived,
and (iii) delivery to the Beneficiary of any replacement security or other financial assurances to
be provided by on or behalf of the Transferee in connection with such Transfer in accordance
with the Agreement, then, provided, that an Owner Default shall not have occurred and be
continuing, (x) the obligations of the Guarantor hereunder shall terminate to the extent of the
Transferred portion of the Agreement and the Guarantor shall be fully, finally, and
unconditionally released from all liability with respect thereto associated with the Transferred
portion of the Agreement (it being understood that the aggregate liability of the Guarantor under
Section 1(a) of this Guaranty shall be reduced in proportion to the Transferred portion of the
Agreement), and (y) at the request of the Guarantor, the Beneficiary shall execute and deliver to
the Guarantor a full, final, and unconditional release of the Guaranteed Obligations, in such form
as the Guarantor may reasonably request, with respect to the Transferred portion of the
Agreement. For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 9(c) does not apply to any Transfer
permitted by Section 23.2 or Section 23.3 of the Agreement.

Section 10. Assignment. The Guarantor shall not be entitled to assign its rights, interest or
obligations hereunder to any other Person without the prior written consent of the Beneficiary.
The Beneficiary shall be entitled to assign its rights, interest or obligations hereunder solely in
connection with an assignment of the Agreement permitted pursuant to the terms of the
Agreement.

Section 11. Notices. All notices or other communications in respect of this Guaranty shall be in
writing, and delivered by hand or by registered mail (return receipt requested), overnight courier
service or given by facsimile (except for a demand for payment) and addressed or directed as
follows:
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If to the Guarantor:

NORTHEAST UTILITIES
Attention: Vice President and Treasurer
c/o Northeast Utilities Service Company
56 Prospect Street
Hartford, CT 06103
United States of America
Facsimile: (860)728-4632

With a copy to:

NORTHEAST UTILITIES
Attention: Senior Vice President and General Counsel
c/o Northeast Utilities Service Company
56 Prospect Street
Hartford, CT 06103
United States of America
Facsimile: (860)728-4581

If to the Beneficiary:

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC.
Attention: Christian G. Brosseau, President
75, René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada
H2Z 1A4
Facsimile: (514)289-5484

or such address as the Guarantor or the Beneficiary may give notice to the other party, from time
to time.

Section 12. Successors; No Third-Party Beneficiaries. This Guaranty shall be binding upon the
Guarantor, its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty shall inure to the benefit of the
Beneficiary and its successors and permitted assigns. This Guaranty is not intended to create any
third-party beneficiaries.

Section 13. Governing Law. This Guaranty shall be governed by and construed in accordance
with the laws of the State of New York (without regard to principles of conflict of laws that would
direct for application of the laws of another jurisdiction).

Section 14. Submission to Jurisdiction. Each of the Guarantor and the Beneficiary hereto
consents to submit itself to the exclusive jurisdiction of any state or federal court of competent
jurisdiction located in the State of New York, United States of America, with respect to any dispute
that arises under this Guaranty or in connection with the transactions contemplated hereby, and
irrevocably and unconditionally waives any objection to the laying of venue of any action, suit or
proceeding arising out of or relating to this Guaranty or the transactions contemplated hereby in (a)
the courts of the State of New York in New York County, or (b) the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York, and hereby further irrevocably and unconditionally waives
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and agrees not to plead or claim in any such court that any such action, suit or proceeding brought
in any such court has been brought in an inconvenient forum.

Section 15. Waiver of Jury Trial. EACH PARTY HEREBY KNOWINGLY,
VOLUNTARILY, AND INTENTIONALLY WAIVES ANY RIGHTS IT MAY HAVE TO A
TRIAL BY JURY IN RESPECT OF ANY LITIGATION BASED HEREON OR ARISING
OUT OF, UNDER, OR IN CONNECTION WITH, THIS GUARANTY OR THE
AGREEMENT.

Section 16. Entire Agreement. This Guaranty constitutes the entire agreement of the
Guarantor and the Beneficiary pertaining to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior
written or oral agreements and understandings between the Guarantor and the Beneficiary with
respect to the subject matter hereof.

Section 17. Amendments. No amendments or modifications of or to any provision of this
Guaranty shall be binding until in writing and executed by the Guarantor and the Beneficiary.

Section 18. Severability. If any one or more of the provisions of this Guaranty should be
determined to be illegal or unenforceable, all other provisions shall remain effective.

Section 19. Interpretation. The word “including” when used in this Guaranty shall be
deemed to be followed by “without limitation” or “but not limited to,” whether or not it is in fact
followed by such words or words of like import.

Section 20. Trustee Liability. No shareholder or trustee of the Guarantor shall be held to any
liability whatever for the payment of any sum of money or for damages or otherwise under this
Guaranty. This Guaranty shall not be enforceable against any such trustee in their or his or her
individual capacities or capacity and this Guaranty shall be enforceable against the trustees of the
Guarantor only as such, and every Person having any claim or demand arising under this
Guaranty and relating to the Guarantor, its shareholders or trustees shall look solely to the trust
estate of the Guarantor for the payment or satisfaction thereof.

Section 21. Counterparts. This Guaranty may be executed in two or more counterparts, each
of which shall be deemed to be an original, but all of which together shall constitute but one and
the same instrument. The Guarantor and the Beneficiary acknowledge and agree that any
document or signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission shall be deemed to be an
original executed document for all purposes hereof.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Guarantor hereto has executed this Guaranty, as of the date fIrst 
set forth above. 

NORTHEAST UTILITIES 

By~~L 
Name: David R. McHale 
Title: Executive Vice President and Chief Financial OffIcer 
Date: October 4, 2010 

Accepted: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 

By: 
Name: 
Title: 
Date: 

1054733.04-0.C. Server lA - MSW 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Guarantor hereto has executed this Guaranty, as of the date first 
set forth above. 

NORTHEAST UTILITIES 

By: 
Name: 
Tit le: 
Date: 

Accepted: 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERG Y. INC. 

=:'. 

Date: 0(1 _ IV _ 10 

I05413HI-t.D.C. St:rvcr 1/\· MSW 
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ATTACHMENT F

Subordination Terms

1. Definitions. For purposes of this Attachment F, capitalized terms that are defined in the
Transmission Service Agreement, dated as of October 4, 2010 (as amended, amended and
restated, supplemented, waived or otherwise modified, the “Agreement”), by and between
Northern Pass Transmission LLC, as Owner, and H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc., as
Purchaser, shall have the same meanings as those set forth in the Agreement. In addition, the
following terms shall have the following meanings:

“Collateral” means, at any time, all property or assets (including limited liability
company membership interests) subject to (or intended by the Loan Documents or the
Agreement to be subject to) a Senior Lien or a Junior Lien.

“Collateral Proceeds” has the meaning set forth in Paragraph 9.

“DIP Financing” has the meaning set forth in Paragraph 10.2.

“Discharge of Project Debt Obligations” means, except to the extent otherwise expressly
provided in Paragraph 13: (a) the indefeasible payment in full in cash and discharge of the
principal of, and interest on, all indebtedness outstanding under the Loan Documents and
constituting Project Debt Obligations; (b) the indefeasible payment in full in cash and discharge
of all other Project Debt Obligations that are due and payable or otherwise accrued and owing at
or prior to the time such principal and interest are paid; (c) termination or expiration of all
commitments, if any, to extend credit that would constitute Project Debt Obligations; and (d)
termination or cash collateralization of all letters of credit issued under the Loan Documents and
constituting Project Debt Obligations.

“Junior Lien” means any Lien that presently exists or that may exist or arise at any time
hereafter securing the TSA Obligations, including those under the Purchaser’s Security
Documents.

“Lien” means any lien, mortgage, pledge, assignment, security interest, fixed or floating
charge or encumbrance of any kind (including any conditional sale or other title retention
agreement, any lease in the nature thereof, and any agreement to give any security interest) and
any option, trust or deposit or other preferential arrangement having the practical effect of any of
the foregoing.

“Owner Party” means Owner and the members of Owner pledging membership interests
in Owner as Collateral.

“Proceeding” means: (a) any voluntary or involuntary case or proceeding under the
Bankruptcy Code with respect to any Owner Party; (b) any other voluntary or involuntary
insolvency, reorganization or bankruptcy case or proceeding, or any receivership, liquidation,
reorganization or other similar case or proceeding with respect to any Owner Party or with
respect to a material portion of its respective assets; (c) any liquidation, dissolution,
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reorganization or winding up of any Owner Party whether voluntary or involuntary and whether
or not involving insolvency or bankruptcy; or (d) any assignment for the benefit of creditors or
any other marshalling of assets and liabilities of any Owner Party.

“Recovery” has the meaning set forth in Paragraph 13.

“Senior Lien” means any Lien that presently exists or that may exist or arise at any time
hereafter securing the Project Debt Obligations, including any Lien under the Loan Documents.

“Standstill Period” has the meaning set forth in Paragraph 4(a)(i).

“TSA Obligations” means the obligations of Owner under the Agreement secured by the
Purchaser Security Documents.

2. Subordination of Junior Lien.

2.1 Any and all Senior Liens shall be prior and superior in all respects to any and all Junior
Liens. Any and all Junior Liens shall be junior and subordinate in all respects to any and all
Senior Liens. For the avoidance of doubt and as set forth in Section 17.2.2 of the Agreement,
any and all Junior Liens shall be superior in priority to all indebtedness (other than the Project
Debt Obligations) of Owner secured by the Collateral.

2.2 The provisions of Paragraph 2.1 shall apply irrespective of:

(a) the date, time, order, manner or method of grant, attachment or perfection of the
Liens created by any Loan Document or any Purchaser’s Security Document;

(b) the date, time, order, manner or method of filing or recording of financing
statements or other documents filed or recorded to perfect Liens on any Collateral;

(c) the rules for determining perfection or priority under the Uniform Commercial
Code or any other law governing the relative priorities of secured creditors; or

(d) any defect or deficiency in, or failure to attach or perfect, the Senior Liens or the
Junior Liens.

2.3 Nothing in the Subordination Agreement shall (a) restrict or interfere with the exercise of
Purchaser’s rights and remedies under the Agreement, whether as set forth thereunder, at law or
in equity, except with respect to Purchaser’s rights and remedies in respect of Junior Liens, (b)
prevent Owner from making, or prevent Purchaser from receiving, payments under the
Agreement at any time, so long as such receipt is not the direct or indirect result of the exercise
by Purchaser of rights or remedies in respect of the Junior Liens, or enforcement thereof, in
contravention of the Subordination Agreement, or (c) otherwise affect or limit the obligations of
Owner under the Agreement, the Purchaser’s Security Documents or the Loan Documents. The
Subordination Agreement shall be solely for the benefit of Purchaser and the Financing Parties
and not of any other Person (including any Owner Party).
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2.4 The parties to the Subordination Agreement intend that the Collateral subject to the
Senior Lien and the Collateral subject to the Junior Lien shall be the same. In furtherance of the
foregoing, the parties to the Subordination Agreement agree, subject to the other provisions
hereof, upon request by the Financing Parties or Purchaser, to cooperate in good faith (and to
direct their counsel to cooperate in good faith) from time to time in order to determine (a) the
specific items included in the Collateral subject to the Senior Lien and the Collateral subject to
the Junior Lien, and (b) the steps to be taken to perfect their respective Liens thereon.

3. Subordination Respecting Additional Advances. Without limiting the provisions of
Paragraph 2, the Junior Liens are, and shall be, expressly subject and subordinate in all respects
to the Senior Liens that secure any and all advances made at any time or from time to time on or
with respect to the Project Debt Obligations, whenever made, including any and all of such
advances, interest, charges, fees and expenses that may increase the indebtedness evidenced and
secured by the Loan Documents.

4. Exercise of Remedies.

(a) Until the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred, whether or not any
Proceeding has been commenced by or against Owner or any other Owner Party, Purchaser:

(i) will not exercise or seek to exercise any rights or remedies (including
setoff and credit bid) under the Purchaser’s Security Documents or the Junior Liens with
respect to any Collateral or institute any action or proceeding with respect to such rights
or remedies (including any action of foreclosure or any Proceeding); provided, that
Purchaser may exercise any or all such rights or remedies after a period of at least one
hundred eighty (180) days has elapsed (such one hundred eighty (180)-day period, the
“Standstill Period”) since the date on which Purchaser has notified the Financing Parties
that Purchaser is permitted to enforce any or all of its rights and remedies under the
Purchaser’s Security Documents in accordance with Section 15.4(e) of the Agreement, if
the Owner Default giving rise to such rights or remedies shall then be continuing;
provided, further, that, notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, in no event shall
Purchaser exercise any rights or remedies under the Purchaser Security Documents or the
Junior Liens with respect to the Collateral if, notwithstanding the expiration of the
Standstill Period, the Financing Parties shall have commenced and be diligently pursuing
the exercise of their rights or remedies with respect to all or any material portion of the
Collateral (prompt notice of such exercise to be given by the Financing Parties to
Purchaser).

(ii) will not contest, protest or object to any foreclosure proceeding or action
brought by a Financing Party or any other exercise by a Financing Party of any rights and
remedies relating to the Collateral under the Loan Documents or the Senior Liens
consistent with the Subordination Agreement, the Agreement and Applicable Law; and

(iii) will not object to the forbearance by a Financing Party from bringing or
pursuing any foreclosure proceeding or action or any other exercise of any rights or
remedies relating to the Senior Liens or the Collateral, in each case, so long as the Junior
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Liens attach to the proceeds thereof, subject to the relative priorities described in
Paragraph 2.

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, Purchaser may:

(i) file a claim or statement of interest with respect to the TSA Obligations;
provided, that a Proceeding has been commenced by or against Owner;

(ii) take any action (not adverse to the priority status of the Senior Liens, or
the rights of any Financing Party to exercise remedies in respect thereof as provided in
the Subordination Agreement) in order to create, perfect, preserve or protect the Junior
Liens;

(iii) file any necessary responsive or defensive pleadings in opposition to any
motion, claim, adversary proceeding or other pleading made by any Person objecting to
or otherwise seeking the disallowance or avoidance of the claims of Purchaser or of the
Junior Liens, including any claims secured by the Collateral, if any, in each case in
accordance with the terms of the Subordination Agreement; and

(iv) vote on any plan of reorganization, file any proof of claim, make other
filings and make any arguments and motions that are, in each case, in accordance with
the terms of the Subordination Agreement, with respect to the TSA Obligations and the
Collateral; provided, that Purchaser shall not (A) vote against any plan of reorganization
supported by the Financing Parties unless Purchaser’s negative vote as a general
unsecured creditor in a class of claims that includes other general unsecured creditors
(assuming that its full claim were voted as a general unsecured claim) would be sufficient
to result in such class voting to not accept such plan of reorganization, or (B) vote in
favor of, or otherwise support, a plan of reorganization not supported by the Financing
Parties unless Purchaser’s affirmative vote as a general unsecured creditor in a class of
claims that includes other general unsecured creditors (assuming that its full claim were
voted as a general unsecured claim) would be sufficient to result in such class voting to
accept such plan of reorganization.

(c) Subject to Paragraphs 4(a) and (b) and Paragraph 10.4(b):

(i) Purchaser agrees that it will not take any action that would hinder any
exercise of remedies under the Loan Documents or Senior Liens or that is otherwise
prohibited hereunder, including any sale, lease, exchange, transfer or other disposition of
the Collateral, whether by foreclosure or otherwise;

(ii) Purchaser hereby waives any and all rights it may have as a junior lien
creditor or otherwise to notice of any action by the Financing Parties seeking to enforce
or collect the Project Debt Obligations or the Senior Liens granted in any of the
Collateral undertaken in accordance with the Subordination Agreement, regardless of
whether or not any action or failure to act by or on behalf of the Financing Parties is
adverse to the interests of Purchaser;
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(iii) Purchaser hereby waives any and all rights it may have as a junior lien
creditor or otherwise to object to the manner in which the Financing Parties seek to
enforce or collect the Project Debt Obligations or the Senior Liens granted in any of the
Collateral undertaken in accordance with the Subordination Agreement, regardless of
whether or not any action or failure to act by or on behalf of the Financing Parties is
adverse to the interests of Purchaser; and

(iv) Purchaser hereby acknowledges and agrees that no covenant, agreement or
restriction contained in the Purchaser’s Security Documents shall be deemed to restrict in
any way the rights and remedies of the Financing Parties with respect to the Collateral as
set forth in the Subordination Agreement and the Loan Documents.

(d) Anything to the contrary in the Subordination Agreement notwithstanding, and
both before and during any Proceeding, except as specifically prohibited by Paragraphs 4(a)(i)
and 4(c), Purchaser may take any actions and exercise any and all rights and remedies that would
be available to a holder of unsecured claims against Owner in accordance with the Agreement
and Applicable Law.

5. Non-Disturbance. So long as the Agreement has not been terminated in accordance with
its terms, Purchaser’s rights under the Agreement shall not be disturbed, diminished or interfered
with by the Financing Parties, and the Financing Parties shall not take any action or request any
relief or remedy that would terminate the Agreement or otherwise impair Purchaser’s rights
thereunder, notwithstanding any rights the Financing Parties may have against Owner under the
Loan Documents or otherwise. If, pursuant to the Loan Documents, the Financing Parties or
their designee forecloses on or enters into possession of the Northern Pass Transmission Line or
other Collateral, then, provided the Agreement has not been terminated in accordance with its
terms, the Financing Parties or such designee, as the case may be, and any transferee of the
Northern Pass Transmission Line or other Collateral or an interest therein, shall be bound by all
of the terms of the Agreement and the Agreement shall continue in full force and effect as if such
party had taken the place of Owner under the Agreement; provided, however, that recourse to the
Financing Parties or their designee in respect of the Agreement shall be limited to the Collateral.
Should the Financing Parties sell, assign, or otherwise transfer the Northern Pass Transmission
Line or other Collateral or an interest therein prior to the termination of the Agreement in
accordance with its terms, such transfer shall be expressly conditioned on the transferee agreeing
to be bound by the terms of the Agreement. If, (a) pursuant to the Loan Documents, the
Financing Parties or their designee forecloses on, or enters into possession of, the Northern Pass
Transmission Line or other Collateral, and (b) the Agreement is rejected or terminated as a result
of any Proceeding affecting Owner, then if, within thirty (30) days after the occurrence of such
an event, Purchaser shall so request, Purchaser and the Financing Parties or their designee or a
transferee, as applicable, shall execute and deliver a new agreement having identical terms as the
Agreement (subject to any conforming changes necessitated by the substitution of parties);
provided, that (i) the term under the new agreement shall be no longer than the remaining
balance of the term specified in the Agreement, and (ii) prior to the execution of such new
agreement, Purchaser shall cure any outstanding payment and performance defaults under the
Agreement, excluding any performance defaults that, by their nature, are incapable of being
cured, and upon execution of such new agreement, Purchaser and the Financing Parties or their
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designee or a transferee, as applicable, shall be liable for all obligations arising under such new
agreement.

6. Actions Respecting Collateral.

6.1 Until the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred, the Financing Parties shall,
except as otherwise expressly provided herein, have the exclusive right to enforce rights,
exercise remedies (including setoff and credit bid) and make determinations regarding the release,
disposition or restrictions of Collateral and may exercise their rights and remedies under the
Loan Documents and the Senior Liens in any manner in their sole discretion in compliance with
Applicable Law, and without consultation with or the consent of Purchaser, whether in a
Proceeding or otherwise. The Financing Parties’ rights and remedies under the Subordination
Agreement shall not be prejudiced by any action omitted or undertaken by it with respect to the
Project Debt or any security therefor, consistent with the Loan Documents and the Subordination
Agreement, and Purchaser hereby irrevocably and unconditionally waives all of the following:

(a) notice of acceptance by the Financing Parties of the Subordination Agreement;

(b) notice of the existence or creation or non-payment of any Project Debt
Obligations; and

(c) all diligence in collection or protection of or realization upon the Project Debt
Obligations or any security therefor.

6.2 The Financing Parties may, without affecting the priority of Liens contemplated hereby,
do all or any of the following, all in the sole discretion of the Financing Parties and without
regard for the effect thereof on Purchaser: (a) release any security for the Project Debt
Obligations (including that provided by the Loan Documents or by any guaranty or letter of
credit) or retain or obtain a security interest in other property to secure any or all of the Project
Debt Obligations; (b) release, obtain or retain the primary or secondary obligation of any
guarantor or endorser or any other Person with respect to any or all of the Project Debt
Obligations; (c) to the extent Owner is not prohibited from doing so under the Agreement,
refinance, extend, renew, defease, amend, modify, supplement, restructure, replace, refund or
repay, or issue other indebtedness, in exchange or replacement for, the Project Debt, in whole or
in part; and (d) obtain satisfaction of the Project Debt Obligations from the Collateral without
proceeding to enforce any guaranty, letter of credit, or other collateral or security for any of the
Project Debt Obligations or any other right or remedy.

6.3 In connection with (a) an enforcement of any Senior Lien or of the rights or remedies
with respect to the Project Debt Obligations or (b) a disposition of assets, which enforcement or
disposition (x) is expressly permitted by the Agreement and (y) does not, by the terms of the
Agreement, require as a consequence of such enforcement or disposition that the Agreement be
assumed by the purchaser of such assets, the Junior Lien shall be released on any such assets
constituting Collateral at the time and to the extent the Senior Lien on such Collateral is released
by the Financing Parties. Purchaser hereby appoints the Financing Parties as attorney-in-fact for
the purposes of releasing such Collateral.
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6.4 Purchaser shall not, in any Proceeding or otherwise, oppose any sale or disposition of the
Collateral or any part thereof that is supported by the Financing Parties and is in compliance with
the Agreement, the Subordination Agreement, and Applicable Law, and Purchaser will be
deemed to have consented under Section 363 of the Bankruptcy Code (and otherwise) to any
such sale of the Collateral or any part thereof supported by the Financing Parties; provided, that
the proceeds thereof are applied to the reduction of the Project Debt Obligations and thereafter in
the manner contemplated by Paragraph 7.1.

6.5 Unless and until the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred, the Financing
Parties shall have the sole and exclusive right, subject to the rights of the Owner Parties under
the Loan Documents, to adjust settlement for any insurance policy covering the Collateral in the
event of any loss thereunder and to approve any award granted in any condemnation or similar
proceeding (or any deed in lieu of condemnation) affecting the Collateral. Unless and until the
Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred, and subject to the rights of the Owner
Parties under the Loan Documents, all proceeds of any such policy and any such award (or any
payments with respect to a deed in lieu of condemnation) in respect of the Collateral shall be
paid to the Financing Parties pursuant to the terms of the Loan Documents (including for
purposes of cash collateralization of letters of credit) and thereafter, to the extent that (a) the
Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred and (b) Purchaser would be entitled to such
proceeds under the second sentence of Paragraph 7.1, to Purchaser. Until the Discharge of
Project Debt Obligations has occurred, if Purchaser shall, at any time, receive any proceeds of
any such insurance policy or any such award or payment in contravention of the Subordination
Agreement, it shall pay such proceeds over to the Financing Parties in accordance with the last
sentence of Paragraph 7.1.

7. Proceeds.

7.1 So long as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not occurred, whether or not
any Proceeding has been commenced by or against Owner, any Collateral or proceeds thereof
received in connection with the sale or other disposition of, or collection on, such Collateral
upon the exercise of remedies by a Financing Party, shall be applied by the Financing Parties to
the Project Debt Obligations in such order as specified in the Loan Documents. Upon the
Discharge of Project Debt Obligations, if (a) there has been and continues to be an Owner
Default under the Agreement, (b) the amount of damages suffered by Purchaser as a result of
such Owner Default has been agreed in writing between Owner and Purchaser or determined in
accordance with Article 18 of the Agreement, and (c) Owner shall not have paid such amount on
or before the date specified for payment in such written agreement or within fourteen (14)
Business Days after the date of such determination, as applicable, the Financing Parties shall
then deliver to Purchaser any Collateral and proceeds of Collateral held by any Financing Party
in the same form as received, with any necessary endorsements or as a court of competent
jurisdiction may otherwise direct to be applied by Purchaser to the TSA Obligations in such
order as specified in the Purchaser’s Security Documents.

7.2 If

(a) Purchaser shall receive any Collateral or proceeds of any Collateral in
contravention of the Subordination Agreement, or
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(b) the Senior Liens do not attach to, or are not perfected or enforceable with respect
to, any Collateral for any reason, and Purchaser shall receive any distribution or recovery with
respect to, or allocable to, the value of such Collateral or any proceeds, thereof, then Purchaser
agrees that any such Collateral, distribution, recovery or proceeds shall (for so long as the
Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not occurred) be segregated and held in trust and
forthwith paid over to the Financing Parties in the same form as received without recourse,
representation or warranty (other than a representation of Purchaser that it has not otherwise sold,
assigned, transferred or pledged any right, title or interest in and to such distribution or recovery),
but with any necessary endorsements or as a court of competent jurisdiction may otherwise direct
until such time as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred. The Financing Parties
are hereby authorized to make any such endorsements as agent for Purchaser. This authorization
is coupled with an interest and is irrevocable.

8. Covenants.

8.1 So long as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not occurred, Purchaser hereby
agrees that it will not modify or amend any of the Purchaser’s Security Documents, without the
Financing Parties’ prior express written consent (other than to conform the Purchaser’s Security
Documents to modifications or amendments to the Financing Parties’ security documents to the
extent consistent with Section 17.2.1 of the Agreement). The Financing Parties shall notify
Purchaser of any such modifications or amendments.

8.2 So long as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not occurred, Purchaser shall
not, without the prior written consent of the Financing Parties, sell, assign, or otherwise transfer,
in whole or in part, any rights in the Purchaser’s Security Documents to any other Person unless
(1) such action is made in connection with an assignment of the Agreement to such Person that is
permitted in accordance with the terms of the Agreement, (2) such action is made expressly
subject to the Subordination Agreement and (3) the transferee expressly acknowledges to the
Financing Parties, by a writing in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the Financing
Parties, the subordination provided for in the Subordination Agreement and agrees to be bound
by all of the terms thereof.

8.3 The Financing Parties agree to hold that part of the Collateral that is in their possession or
control (or in the possession or control of their agents or bailees) to the extent that possession or
control thereof is taken to perfect a Lien thereon under the Uniform Commercial Code as bailee
for Purchaser (such bailment being intended, among other things, to satisfy the requirements of
Sections 8-301(a)(2) and 9-313(c) of the Uniform Commercial Code) and any assignee of
Purchaser, solely for the purpose of perfecting the security interest granted under the Purchaser’s
Security Documents. The Financing Parties shall have no obligation whatsoever to Purchaser to
ensure that the Collateral is genuine or owned by any of the Owner Parties or to preserve rights
or benefits of any Person except as expressly set forth in this Paragraph 8.3. The duties and
responsibilities of the Financing Parties to Purchaser under this Paragraph 8.3 shall be limited
solely to holding the Collateral as bailee in accordance with this Paragraph 8.3 and delivering the
Collateral upon a Discharge of Project Debt Obligations as provided in the Subordination
Agreement. The Financing Parties acting pursuant to this Paragraph 8.3 shall not have a
fiduciary relationship in respect of Purchaser.
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9. Liquidation; Dissolution; Bankruptcy. Without limitation of the provisions of Paragraph
2.3(b), upon any payment or distribution of Collateral of any kind or character, whether in cash,
securities or other property, to creditors of Owner in a liquidation or dissolution of Owner,
whether voluntary or involuntary, or in a Proceeding relating to Owner or its property or
creditors (“Collateral Proceeds”):

(a) the Financing Parties shall be entitled to receive payment in full, in cash or cash
equivalents, of the Project Debt Obligations before Purchaser or any other holder of the TSA
Obligations shall be entitled to receive, for or on account of the Purchaser’s Security Documents,
any payment of Collateral Proceeds with respect to any TSA Obligations or on account of any
purchase or other acquisition of any TSA Obligations by Owner; and

(b) so long as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not occurred, any
payment or distribution of Collateral Proceeds for or on account of the Purchaser’s Security
Documents, to which Purchaser would be entitled but for this Paragraph 9, shall be made by
Owner or by any receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, liquidating trustee, agent or other Person
making such payment of distribution, directly to the Financing Parties to the extent necessary to
pay all such Project Debt Obligations in full.

10. Proceedings.

10.1 Each of (a) Purchaser and (b) the Financing Parties agrees that it will not (and hereby
waives any right to) contest, or support any other Person in contesting, in any proceeding
(including any Proceeding), any Project Debt Obligation or TSA Obligation or the priority,
validity or enforceability of any Senior Lien or Junior Lien, as the case may be, or the provisions
of the Subordination Agreement; provided, that nothing in the Subordination Agreement shall be
construed to prevent or impair the rights of the Financing Parties or Purchaser to enforce the
Subordination Agreement, including the provisions of the Subordination Agreement relating to
the priority of the Senior Liens and Junior Liens.

10.2 Until the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has occurred, if Owner or any other
Owner Party shall be subject to any Proceeding and the Financing Parties shall desire to permit
(a) the use of cash collateral on which the Financing Parties or any other creditor has a Lien or (b)
Owner or any other Owner Party to obtain financing, whether from the Financing Parties or any
other Person, under Section 364 of the Bankruptcy Code (“DIP Financing”), then Purchaser
agrees that it will raise no objection to the use of such cash collateral or to such DIP Financing,
respectively, and to the extent the Senior Liens are subordinated to, or pari passu with, such DIP
Financing, Purchaser will subordinate the Junior Liens in the Collateral to the Liens securing
such DIP Financing (and all obligations relating thereto) and will not request adequate protection
or any other relief in connection therewith (except as expressly agreed by the Financing Parties
or to the extent permitted by Paragraph 10.4); provided, that the aggregate principal amount of
the DIP Financing, plus the aggregate outstanding principal amount of Project Debt Obligations,
does not exceed the principal amount of Project Debt permitted to constitute Project Debt
Obligations in accordance with the second sentence of the definition thereof, and Purchaser
retains the right to object to any ancillary agreements or arrangements regarding the use of cash
collateral or the DIP Financing that are materially prejudicial to Purchaser’s interests. Purchaser
agrees that it will not raise any objection or oppose a motion to sell or otherwise dispose of any

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

F-10
1014917.31-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

Collateral free and clear of the Junior Liens or other claims under Section 363 of the Bankruptcy
Code if (i) the requisite Financing Parties have consented to such sale or disposition of such
assets, (ii) such motion does not impair the rights of Purchaser under Section 363(k) of the
Bankruptcy Code, and (iii) the Junior Liens attach to the proceeds of such sale or disposition
subject to the relative priorities described in Paragraph 2.

10.3 If any Financing Party is required in any Proceeding or otherwise to turn over or
otherwise pay to the estate of Owner or any other Owner Party any amount paid in respect of
Project Debt Obligations, then such Financing Party shall be entitled to a reinstatement of Project
Debt Obligations with respect to all such recovered amounts.

10.4 The following provisions shall apply with respect to requests for adequate protection:

(a) Purchaser agrees that it shall not contest (or support any other Person in
contesting):

(i) any request by the Financing Parties for adequate protection; or

(ii) any objection by the Financing Parties to any motion, relief, action or
proceeding based upon the Financing Parties claiming a lack of adequate protection.

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions in this Paragraph 10.4, in any
Proceeding:

(i) if the Financing Parties (or any subset thereof) are granted adequate
protection in the form of additional collateral in connection with any use of cash
collateral or any DIP Financing, then Purchaser may seek or request adequate protection
in the form of a Lien on such additional collateral, which Lien will be subordinated to the
Liens on such cash collateral and to the Senior Liens or the Liens securing the DIP
Financing (and all obligations relating thereto) on the same basis as the other Junior Liens
are so subordinated to the Senior Liens under such Subordination Agreement; and

(ii) in the event Purchaser seeks or requests adequate protection in respect of
the TSA Obligations and such adequate protection is granted in the form of additional
collateral, then Purchaser agrees that the Financing Parties shall also be granted a Lien on
such additional collateral as security for the Project Debt Obligations and for any cash
collateral use or DIP Financing provided by the Financing Parties and that any Lien on
such additional collateral securing the TSA Obligations shall be subordinated to the
Senior Lien on such additional collateral and the Lien on such additional collateral
securing any such DIP Financing provided by the Financing Parties (and all obligations
relating thereto) and to any other Liens granted to the Financing Parties as adequate
protection on the same basis as the other Junior Liens are so subordinated to such Senior
Liens under the Subordination Agreement.

Except as otherwise expressly set forth in Paragraph 10.2, this Paragraph 10.4 or in connection
with the exercise of remedies with respect to the Collateral, nothing herein shall limit the rights
of Purchaser from seeking adequate protection with respect to its rights in the Collateral in any
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Proceeding (including adequate protection in the form of a cash payment, periodic cash
payments or otherwise).

10.5 Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, nothing contained in the Subordination
Agreement shall prohibit or in any way limit the Financing Parties from objecting in any
Proceeding or otherwise to any action taken by Purchaser, including the asserting by Purchaser
of any of its rights and remedies under the Agreement or the Purchaser’s Security Documents.

11. Subrogation. Following the Discharge of the Project Debt Obligations, Purchaser shall
be subrogated to the rights of the Financing Parties to receive distributions of assets of Owner or
payment by or on behalf of Owner made on the Project Debt Obligations, until all TSA
Obligations shall be paid in full.

12. Further Assurances. So long as the Discharge of Project Debt Obligations has not
occurred, Purchaser shall, within a reasonable time after request by the Financing Parties,
execute, acknowledge and deliver to the Financing Parties any and all further other instruments
in recordable form on such terms and conditions as may be customary for transactions of a
similar nature and as may be reasonably satisfactory to Purchaser and the Financing Parties to
further, advance, implement, confirm, evidence or facilitate the purposes addressed in the
Subordination Agreement.

13. Avoidance Issues. If any Financing Party is required in any Proceeding or otherwise to
turn over or otherwise pay to the estate of Owner any amount paid in respect of Project Debt
Obligations (a “Recovery”), then such Financing Party shall be entitled to a reinstatement of
Project Debt Obligations with respect to all such recovered amounts. If the Subordination
Agreement shall have been terminated prior to such Recovery, the Subordination Agreement
shall be reinstated in full force and effect, and such prior termination shall not diminish, release,
discharge, impair or otherwise affect the obligations of the parties hereto from such date of
reinstatement.

14. Notation on the Purchaser Mortgage. Purchaser agrees that, promptly after any
Subordination Agreement has been executed and the Financing Parties thereunder furnish to
Purchaser the relevant recordation information, Purchaser will cause the following statement to
be typed or printed conspicuously at the top of the first page of the Purchaser Mortgage
(including by an amendment to the Purchaser Mortgage with respect to any Subordination
Agreement executed after the Purchaser Mortgage is initially filed) “This instrument and the
obligations it evidences or secures are subject to the provisions of that certain Subordination
Agreement dated as of ____________, 20__, a memorandum of which is recorded in Book
[____], page [____], [_____________] County, New Hampshire.”
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ATTACHMENT G

Letter Agreement

Please see the attached.
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October 4, 2010

Mr. Christian G. Brosseau
Vice President, Wholesale Markets
Hydro-Québec Production
75 West, René-Lévesque Blvd, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada H2Z 1A4

Re: Letter Agreement for Recovery of Northern Pass Transmission Line Project
Development Costs

Dear Mr. Brosseau:

As you are aware, Northern Pass Transmission LLC (“NPT”) and H.Q. Hydro Renewable
Energy, Inc. (“HQRE”), an indirect, wholly owned subsidiary of Hydro-Québec, acting through
its Hydro-Québec Production division (“HQP”) (NPT and HQP also referred to herein
individually as a “Party”, or collectively as the “Parties”), have entered into a Transmission
Service Agreement of even date herewith (“TSA”) that governs the rates, terms and conditions
under which HQRE will acquire firm transmission service from NPT over a 1,200 MW high
voltage direct current transmission line that will run from Québec to a point in New Hampshire
(“Northern Pass Transmission Line Project”). The TSA will be filed with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) for acceptance as a rate schedule.

Upon the termination of the TSA at any time prior to the commencement of the
Construction Phase (as that term is defined in the TSA), HQP has agreed to reimburse NPT for
certain Project Development Costs (as defined below), as further set forth in Appendix A. By
this letter agreement, the Parties seek to confirm their agreement regarding reimbursement of the
Project Development Costs.

1. Execution Date; FERC Effective Date. This letter agreement shall be binding and
effective as of the date first set forth above (the “Execution Date”); provided, however,
that any payment hereunder shall be subject to prior acceptance by FERC of this letter
agreement (“FERC Effective Date”). A copy of this letter agreement is an attachment to
the TSA that will be filed with FERC. NPT shall, however, file a copy of this letter
agreement with FERC with a request for approval or acceptance only upon the
occurrence of a PDC Payment Event.

2. Project Development Costs; PDC Payment Event. “Project Development Costs” mean
the following costs incurred by NPT: (a) the Owner’s Costs (as defined in the TSA) and
(b) unless NPT has terminated the TSA, the costs and expenses associated with the
drafting and negotiation of the TSA, in each case, from January 1, 2009 through the
occurrence of a PDC Payment Event (as defined below) (the “Reimbursement Period”).
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Project Development Costs reimbursable under this letter agreement shall not exceed
twelve million dollars ($12,000,000) (the “NTX Amount”). The Parties may by mutual
written agreement increase the NTX Amount, however, neither NPT nor its affiliates
shall have any obligation to incur Project Development Costs in accordance with a
particular schedule or timeframe, or in excess of the NTX Amount.

For purposes of this letter agreement, a “PDC Payment Event” means the termination of
the TSA by NPT or HQRE prior to the commencement of the Construction Phase or the
rejection by FERC of the TSA.

3. Reimbursement of Project Development Costs. Subject to the terms and conditions of
this letter agreement, HQP shall reimburse NPT, in accordance with this Section 3, for
the Project Development Costs set forth in Appendix A attached hereto that NPT has
incurred and will incur pursuant to this letter agreement. HQP approves the Project
Development Costs incurred by NPT through August 31, 2010 (as shown in Section II of
Appendix A).

3.1. Monthly Allocations. Section III of Appendix A contains monthly cash flow
allocations for the period of September 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011. NPT
shall not, in any month, incur Project Development Costs that, when combined
with Project Development Costs previously incurred, exceed the total cumulative
cash flow allocations through such month, unless and until NPT provides HQP a
written explanation of the reason(s) for incurring such excess Project
Development Costs and obtains HQP’s consent to incur such excess Project
Development Costs.

3.2. Monthly Reports. For each month following the Execution Date, NPT shall,
within a reasonable time after the last day of each such month, provide HQP with
a report reasonably detailing the Project Development Costs incurred during such
month prior to the occurrence of a PDC Payment Event, if any. If HQP objects to
any costs identified in such a report, HQP shall, within fourteen (14) calendar
days, provide NPT with written notice of, and the basis for, such objection. NPT
may, in its sole discretion, suspend the activities associated with the Project
Development Costs that are the subject of an HQP objection (and the incurrence
of such costs and expenses) until such objection is resolved by mutual agreement
of the Parties.

3.3. PDC Payment Event Invoices. Following the occurrence of a PDC Payment
Event, NPT shall submit to HQP a preliminary invoice(s) of all Project
Development Costs incurred during the Reimbursement Period, but not to exceed
the NTX Amount.

3.4. Billing and Payment. Within thirty (30) days after the FERC Effective Date,
NPT shall render a final invoice(s) of Project Development Costs incurred during
the Reimbursement Period (which invoiced amounts shall be consistent with
Appendix A, the monthly reports, the NTX Amount and the conditions, if any, in
the FERC order accepting or approving this letter agreement) to HQP at the
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address specified in Appendix B. HQP shall pay such final invoice(s) within
thirty (30) calendar days of its receipt of such final invoice. All payments shall be
made in immediately available funds payable to NPT, or by wire transfer to a
bank named and account designated by NPT. Neither payment of such final
invoice(s) by HQP, nor acceptance of payment by NPT, shall constitute a waiver
of any rights or claims NPT or HQP may have under this letter agreement or the
TSA.

4. Term. Unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties in writing, this letter agreement shall
expire upon the earlier to occur of the commencement of the Construction Phase and the
indefeasible payment in full by HQP to NPT of all amounts owed to NPT by HQP under
this letter agreement.

5. Termination. Except as set forth in Sections 4 and 6, this letter agreement may only be
terminated by mutual agreement of the Parties in writing.

6. Effect of TSA. Notwithstanding any other provision herein to the contrary, the Parties
acknowledge and agree that, following the expiration or other termination of this letter
agreement pursuant to its terms, the Parties rights and responsibilities concerning Project
Development Costs (regardless of when incurred) shall be governed by the TSA and any
FERC order accepting or approving the TSA, and HQP and its affiliates shall be without
liability or obligation whatsoever under this letter agreement (including any payment or
reimbursement obligation). Upon the commencement of the Construction Phase, the
TSA shall supersede this letter agreement in its entirety and, except as set forth in Section
7, this letter agreement shall cease to have any further force and effect.

7. Survival. This letter agreement shall continue in effect after termination or expiration
only to the extent necessary to provide for final billings, if any, and payments, if any, for
Project Development Costs incurred in accordance with this letter agreement, and to
permit the determination and enforcement of obligations arising while this letter
agreement was in effect.

8. Assignment. No full or partial assignment by a Party of its interests under this letter
agreement shall be valid without the express written consent of the other Party, which
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, delayed or conditioned.

9. Notices. Unless otherwise provided in this letter agreement, any notice, demand or
request required or permitted to be given by either Party to the other and any instrument
required or permitted to be tendered or delivered by either Party to the other shall be
effective when delivered in writing and may be so given, tendered or delivered, by
facsimile or email to the facsimile numbers or email addresses set out in Appendix B, or
by recognized national courier, or by depositing the same with the United States Postal
Service with postage prepaid, for delivery by certified or registered mail, addressed to the
Party, or personally delivered to the Party, at the address set out in Appendix B.

Either Party may change the notice information in this letter agreement by giving seven
(7) calendar days written notice prior to the effective date of the change.
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10. Governing Law; Disputes. This letter agreement and the rights and duties of the Parties
shall be governed by and construed, enforced and performed in accordance with the laws
of the State of New York, without regard to its principles of conflicts of law. THE
PARTIES HEREBY CONSENT TO THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OF THE
COURTS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THIS LETTER
AGREEMENT AND ANY OTHER LEGAL PROCEEDINGS ARISING OUT OF OR
RELATING TO THE LETTER AGREEMENT AND THE TRANSACTIONS
CONTEMPLATED UNDER THE LETTER AGREEMENT. EACH PARTY HEREBY
IRREVOCABLY WAIVES AND RELEASES, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT
PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, (a) ANY OBJECTION TO THE VENUE OF
ANY SUCH PROCEEDING BROUGHT IN SUCH A COURT AND (b) ANY CLAIM
THAT ANY SUCH PROCEEDING BROUGHT IN SUCH COURT HAS BEEN
BROUGHT IN AN INCONVENIENT FORUM.

11. Amendments; Entire Agreement. No provision in this letter agreement may be
amended or waived except by a written instrument signed by the Parties. This letter
agreement, and the TSA, constitute the entire understanding and agreement between the
Parties with respect to the subject matter herein and supersede all prior representations
and agreements, express or implied, oral or written with respect to the subject matter
herein. References herein to this letter agreement shall include a reference to all
attachments, including the Appendices.

12. Confidentiality. HQP shall not share with or otherwise disclose to Hydro-Québec
TransÉnergie or any other Hydro-Québec division, subsidiary or affiliate with
responsibility for construction of electric transmission and/or distribution facilities, the
vendor specific rates or information contained in any invoices or other documentation
provided to HQP or HQRE by NPT or NPT’s members or affiliates pursuant to this letter
agreement. Such information provided by NPT, if any, shall be held by HQP and HQRE
as confidential and subject to the terms and conditions of that certain Confidentiality
Agreement, dated as of February 29, 2008, by and between Northeast Utilities Service
Company and H.Q. Energy Services (U.S.) Inc., the terms of which, to the extent not
otherwise inconsistent with this letter agreement, are hereby incorporated herein and
made a part hereof.

13. Counterparts. This letter agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each
of which shall be deemed to be an original, but all of which together shall constitute but
one and the same instrument. The Parties acknowledge and agree that any document or
signature delivered by facsimile or electronic transmission shall be deemed to be an
original executed document for all purposes hereof.

If HQP agrees to the foregoing terms of this letter agreement, please indicate HQP’s agreement
by having the appropriate respective duly authorized officer of HQP and HQRE countersign both
originals of this letter agreement and returning one executed original to me.
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Thank you for your care and attention to this matter, 

Sincerely, 

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED BY 
HYDRO-QUEBEC PRODUCTION 

Christian G. Brosseau 
Its Vice-President - Wholesale Markets, duly authorized 

****** 

EXECUTION COpy 

The undersigned H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc. acknowledges having read this letter 
agreement and agrees to be bound by the terms thereof, including Section 12. 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, INC. 

Christian G. Brosseau 
President, duly authorized 
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Thank yo u for your care and attent ion to this malter, 

Sincerely, 

NORTHERN PASS TRANSMISSION LLC 

James A. Muntz 
President 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED BY 
HYDRO-QUEBEC PRODUCTION 

~z 
~t::s:lS?U: Brosseau 

Its Vice-Presidcnt - Who lesale Markcts, duly autho rized 

****** 

EXECUTION COPY 

The undersigned H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc. acknowledges having read this lettcr 
agreement and agrees to be bound by the terms thereof, inc luding Section 12. 

H.Q. HYDRO RENEWABLE ENERGY, I NC. 
-= 

~~ ~ it.: 
"Tliln:Brosseau 

President, duly authorized 
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Appendix A

I. Scope of Project Development Cost Activities

NPT has and will, subject to the terms of the letter agreement, incur the Project Development
Costs as defined in Section 2 of the letter agreement for the costs set forth in Sections II and III
of this Appendix A.

II. Project Development Costs Incurred Through August 2010

For the period January 1, 2009 through August 31, 2010, NPT has incurred Project Development
Costs for work/services in support of the Northern Pass Transmission Line Project in the
aggregate amount of seven million six hundred three thousand six hundred dollars
(US$7,603,600.00).

III. Monthly Allocations of Project Development Costs September – March 2011

For the period of September 1, 2010 through March 31, 2011, NPT anticipates that NPT will
incur Project Development Costs for work/services in support of the Northern Pass Transmission
Line Project in the aggregate amount of approximately eight million three hundred sixty
thousand one hundred dollars (US$8,360,100.00) and in the monthly allocations set forth
below. The foregoing is an estimate only. Actual costs incurred may be higher or lower
depending on factors such as the Northern Pass Transmission Line Project schedule, changes in
scope, changes in law, or unanticipated regulatory issues.

Category of
Activity1

Jan.
2009 –
Aug.
2010

Sept.
2010

Oct.
2010

Nov.
2010*

Dec.
2010**

Jan.
2011

Feb.
2011

Mar.
2011

Total
Sept
2010 –
Mar.
2011

Total
Jan.
2009 –
Mar.
2011

Legal 1252.1 325.0 335.0 150.0 200.0 180.0 180.0 180.0 1550.0 2802.1

Environmental 979.7 380.0 380.1 90.0 72.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 1072.1 2051.8

Routing
Analysis &
Preliminary
Engineering

1205.5 277.5 435.5 528.5 460.5 378.5 353.5 391.5 2825.5 4031.0

Real Estate
Services

389.8 90.0 75.0 75.0 50.0 80.0 80.0 80.0 530.0 919.8

1 All amounts are in thousands (1,000s) of dollars.

20101215-5157 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/15/2010 4:03:54 PM

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



EXECUTION COPY

7
1054647.03-D.C. Server 1A - MSW

Corporate
Communications
& Community
Outreach

308.3 40.3 20.0 25.0 25.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 140.3 448.6

Miscellaneous 223 43.9 51.2 56.9 62.2 67.1 71.9 76.8 430.0 653.0

NPT Labor 1734.1 214.2 215.5 224.6 224.1 223.0 222.7 223.1 1547.2 3281.3

TSA Negotiation
Costs

1511.1 215.0 50.0 0 0 0 0 0 265.0 1776.1

Cumulative
Cash Flow Total

7603.6 1585.9 1562.3 1150.0 1093.8 988.6 968.1 1011.4 8360.1 15,963.7

* Based on the monthly allocations, Project Development Costs will total $11,901,800.00 by
November 30, 2010.
** Based on the monthly allocations, Project Development Costs will total $12,995,600.00
by December 31, 2010. NPT therefore anticipates that NPT will have incurred
$12,000,000.00 in Project Development Costs, and reached the NTX Amount, by
approximately early December 2010. At an appropriate time before the NTX Amount is
reached, the Parties will consult on whether to increase the NTX Amount or curtail project
development activities.

Time Value of Money Charge

NPT will accrue, on a cumulative basis, a charge, equal to the time value of money, on all
Project Development Costs. Such charge shall accrue against all Project Development Costs at
an annual rate of 6.4% as of the Execution Date, and shall be adjusted monthly thereafter.
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Appendix B

I. Addresses for Delivery of Notices and Billings

Notices:

NPT: James A. Muntz, President
Northeast Utilities Service Company
107 Selden Street
Berlin, CT 06037
(860) 665-3315

with a copy to:

Duncan MacKay, Deputy General Counsel
Northeast Utilities Service Company
107 Selden Street
Berlin, CT 06037
(860) 665-3495

HQP: Christian G. Brosseau, Vice President, Wholesale Markets
Hydro-Québec Production
75 West, René-Lévesque Blvd, 18th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada H2Z 1A4

Billings and Payments:

NPT: Anne Bartosewicz, Project Director
Northeast Utilities
107 Selden Street
Berlin, CT 06037

HQP: Maxime Lanctôt, Director, Business Development & Expertise
Hydro-Québec Production
75 West, René-Lévesque Blvd, 17th Floor
Montréal (Québec) Canada H2Z 1A4

II. Alternative Forms of Delivery of Notices

NPT: Fax: (860) 665-6717 (attention James A. Muntz)
Email: muntzja@nu.com

HQP: Fax: (514) 289-5484 (attention Christian G. Brosseau)
Email: brosseau.christian@hydro.qc.ca
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ATTACHMENT H

Example of Calculation of Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment

This example is intended to illustrate the methodology for the calculation of the Levelized
Monthly Decommissioning Payment. This example and the numbers used in this example are
purely illustrative and are in no way intended to supersede Section 9.3 of the Agreement or the
Formula Rate.

Formula

Levelized Monthly Decommissioning Payment equals:

Estimated Net Decommissioning Cost, multiplied by Decommissioning Payment
Formula

"Decommissioning Payment Formula" means the following formula:

c
[(1 + c)60 – 1]

Where:

c is the reasonably expected monthly rate of return on amounts deposited
into the Decommissioning Fund (expressed as a percentage).

Assumptions

Estimated Net Decommissioning Cost, expressed in dollars for the year(s) during which
they are expected to be incurred and then discounted to their present value at the
beginning of the first calendar day after the end of the Decommissioning Payment Period,
is $1,000,000.

Reasonably expected monthly rate of return on amounts deposited into the
Decommissioning Fund (c) is 0.40 percent.

Solving this equation, step by step

Levelized Monthly Decommission Payment equals:

1. $1,000,000 * ( 0.0040 / ((( 1 + 0.0040 )^60 ) – 1 ))

2. $1,000,000 * ( 0.0040 / ((( 1.0040 )^60 ) – 1 ))

3. $1,000,000 * ( 0.0040 / (( 1.27064072 ) – 1 ))

4. $1,000,000 * ( 0.0040 / ( 0.27064072 ))
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5 $1,000,000 * (0.01477974 )

6. $14,779.74

Pursuant to Section 9.3.3(a) of the Agreement, $14,779.74 would be included in the Formula
Rate for each month during the Decommissioning Payment Period.
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ATTACHMENT I

Example of Calculation of Refund of Amounts Subject to Late Payment Interest

This example is intended to illustrate the methodology for the calculation of a subsequent refund
of a late payment. This example and the numbers used in this example are purely illustrative and
are in no way intended to supersede Section 14.5(c) of the Agreement or the first sentence of
Section 14.5 of the Agreement

Assumptions

Interest Rate = 12 percent per annum (compounded monthly)

June 2011 Billing

Invoice Amount $1,000

Date of Invoice June 1, 2011

Due Date June 15, 2011

Payment Date July 1, 2011

The total amount due on the date of payment is $1,005, which amount is computed by adding
$1,000 (the original amount invoiced) and $5 (the ½ month late interest fee).

Subsequent Refund

If later, on July 1, 2012, the aforesaid payment is required to be refunded, the refund will equal
the $1,000 payment made on July 1, 2011 (the original amount invoiced), plus the interest
accrued on that $1,000 payment from the due date of June 15, 2011 to the date of refund on July
1, 2012. To ensure that the refund does not double recover interest, the following language has
been included in Section 14.5(c) of the Agreement: "If all or a portion of the amount [here, the
$1,000 payment due on June 15, 2011] to which such interest relates [here, the $5 late interest
fee] is later refunded pursuant to this Agreement [here, on July 1, 2012], then, in calculating that
refund, such interest [here, $5] shall not be included in the refund.
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134 FERC ¶ 61,095
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Before Commissioners:  Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman;
                                        Marc Spitzer, Philip D. Moeller,
                                        John R. Norris, and Cheryl A. LaFleur.

Northern Pass Transmission LLC Docket No. ER11-2377-000

ORDER ACCEPTING TRANSMISSION SERVICE AGREEMENT

(Issued February 11, 2011)

1. On December 15, 2010, Northern Pass Transmission LLC (Northern Pass)1

submitted a bilateral, cost-based transmission service agreement (TSA) executed on 
October 4, 2010 by Northern Pass and H.Q. Hydro Renewable Energy, Inc. (HQ Hydro)
for service over the proposed Northern Pass Transmission Line (NPT Line).  Northern 
Pass requested an effective date for the TSA of February 14, 2011.  For the reasons 
discussed below, we will accept the TSA for filing to be effective on February 14, 2011.

I. Background

Declaratory Order

2. In orders issued on May 22, 2009 and December 29, 2009,2 the Commission 
granted a petition for declaratory order in which Northeast Utilities and NSTAR sought 
approval of the structure of a transaction involving the NPT Line that would include a 
long-term, bilateral transmission service agreement.  The Commission granted the 

                                             
1 Northern Pass is a joint venture limited liability company formed by NU 

Transmission Ventures, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Northeast Utilities Service 
Co. (Northeast Utilities), and NSTAR Transmission Ventures, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of NSTAR Electric Co. (NSTAR).

2 Northeast Utilities Service Company and NSTAR Electric Company, 127 FERC  
¶ 61,179 (May 22 Order), reh’g denied, 129 FERC ¶ 61,279 (2009) (December 29 Order)
(together, Declaratory Orders).
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petition subject to its further review (under section 205 of the Federal Power Act (FPA)) 
of the TSA, the Transmission Operating Agreement (TOA), and any other jurisdictional 
rate schedules.3  The May 22 Order explained that when the TSA is filed, the 
Commission will evaluate whether the rates, terms, and conditions of the executed TSA 
are just, reasonable and not unduly discriminatory or preferential.4

3. In the Declaratory Orders, the Commission found that allocating all of the 
available capacity on the transmission line to HQUS absent an open season did not 
contravene the open access requirements of Order Nos. 8885 and 890.6  We held that 
providing for participant funding of a transmission facility with priority rights to use that 
facility is consistent with long-standing open access policies and does not constitute 
undue discrimination or preference.7  The Commission further stated that any potential 

                                             
3 While Northeast Utilities and NSTAR had filed the petition for declaratory order, 

Northern Pass is the signatory to the TSA.  Similarly, while the petition referred to H.Q. 
Energy Services Inc. (HQUS), a U.S. subsidiary of Hydro-Québec, the other signatory to 
the TSA is HQ Hydro, a newly formed U.S. subsidiary of Hydro-Québec and an affiliate 
of HQUS.

4 May 22 Order, 122 FERC ¶ 61,179 at P 17.

5 Promoting Wholesale Competition Through Open Access Non-Discriminatory 
Transmission Services by Public Utilities; Recovery of Stranded Costs by Public Utilities 
and Transmitting Utilities, Order No. 888, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,036 (1996), order 
on reh’g, Order No. 888-A, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,048, order on reh’g, Order        
No. 888-B, 81 FERC ¶ 61,248 (1997), order on reh’g, Order No. 888-C, 82 FERC           
¶ 61,046 (1998), aff’d in relevant part sub nom. Transmission Access Policy Study  
Group v. FERC, 225 F.3d 667 (D.C. Cir. 2000), aff’d sub nom. New York v. FERC, 535 
U.S. 1 (2002).

6 Preventing Undue Discrimination and Preference in Transmission Service,
Order No. 890, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,241, order on reh’g, Order No. 890-A, FERC 
Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,261 (2007), order on reh'g, Order No. 890-B, 123 FERC ¶ 61,299 
(2008), order on reh'g, Order No. 890-C, 126 FERC ¶ 61,228 (2009), order on reh’g, 
Order No 890-D, 129 FERC ¶ 61,126 (2009).

7 On December 15, 2010, the same day Northern Pass made the instant filing of 
the TSA, Northern Pass filed an informational report in Docket No. EL09-20-000 
providing information to the Commission with respect to a possible open season for an 
additional 200 MW of incremental capacity on the NPT Line.  The report notes that, in an 
August 18, 2009 letter to NU and NSTAR, ISO-New England (ISO-NE) notified them 

(continued…)
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transmission customer has the right to request transmission service expansion from a 
transmission owning utility and that the owner is obligated to make any necessary system 
expansions and to offer service at the higher of an incremental cost or an embedded cost 
rate to the transmission customer.

4. The Commission also found that the transmission line project is not a merchant 
transmission project, but rather is a participant-funded, cost-based transmission project
where the risk of the project has been shifted to HQUS, the customer, as opposed to a 
merchant transmission project where the transmission developer assumes the risk. We 
also found that the proposed use of bundled rates does not constitute a violation of the 
functional unbundling requirement of Order Nos. 888 and 890 because the rates for 
transmission service and power sales will be stated in separate rate schedules. We further 
found that the possibility of affiliate abuse does not exist because HQUS, and its 
subsidiaries are not affiliated with NU and NSTAR. 

5. The Commission accepted ISO-NE and NU/NSTAR’s statements that the project 
will be thoroughly vetted through the ISO-NE stakeholder planning process and that the 
project will undergo ISO-NE’s Transmission, Markets and Services Tariff (Services 
Tariff) section I.3.9 reliability review process to ensure that it does not cause any adverse 
effects to system reliability.8  Finally, the Commission acknowledged the statements of 
benefits by NU/NSTAR, including: additional low-cost hydro-electric power that should 
help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the dependence on fossil fuels, increased fuel 
diversity, and reduced price volatility and lower locational marginal prices (LMP) in New 
England.     

                                                                                                                                                 
that the maximum long-term, firm transfer capability for the NPT Line would be 1,200 
MW.  Based on ISO-NE’s findings, Northern Pass concludes in the report that it cannot 
offer additional, long-term firm transmission service to third parties under rates, terms 
and conditions comparable to those with HQ Hydro.

8 General Terms and Conditions, Section I.3.9 of the Services Tariff relates to 
Proposed Plan Applications from market participants and transmission owners.  Proposed 
Plan Applications detail any new or materially changed plans for additions or changes to 
any generation or demand response facilities. Within 60 to 90 days of receiving the 
section I.3.9 Proposed Plan Applications, ISO-NE must respond in writing as to whether 
the proposed plan will have significant adverse effects on reliability of the transmission 
owner’s facilities, on another transmission owner’s facilities, or on the system of a 
market participant.  If ISO-NE finds that the Proposed Plan Applications will not have 
adverse effects, the market participant or transmission owner may proceed.
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II. Filing

A. Description of the Project

6. The United States portion of the transmission interconnection that will link the 
Hydro-Québec TransÉnergie (TransÉnergie)9 system in Québec to the New England 
transmission system, known as the NPT Line, has an estimated cost of $1.1 billion.  The 
NPT Line consists of (i) a 1,200 MW high voltage direct current (HVDC) transmission 
line, approximately 140 miles in length, from the United States-Canada border to a 
converter station to be constructed in Franklin, New Hampshire, and (ii) a radial 345 kV 
alternating current (AC) transmission line, approximately 40 miles in length, between the 
Franklin converter station and the Public Service Company of New Hampshire (PSNH)
Deerfield substation in Deerfield, New Hampshire.  The NPT Line will interconnect at 
the international border with a new transmission line (Québec Line) to be owned and 
constructed in Québec by TransÉnergie.  Construction is expected to commence in 2013 
and the line is expected to be in-service in late 2015.10  

7. Under the terms of the TSA at issue in this proceeding, Northern Pass will 
develop, site, finance, construct, own and maintain the NPT Line.  It will sell 1,200 MW 
of firm transmission service over the NPT Line to HQ Hydro over a 40-year term.  HQ 
Hydro will be responsible for providing approximately $1.1 billion in initial construction 
costs and return on such costs, necessary additional capital expenditures and return, and 
other expenses associated with the line over the 40-year operating term of the TSA.  HQ 
Hydro plans to recover these costs through competitive sales of wholesale power in the 
New England market.11  Once the NPT Line becomes commercially operational, 
Northern Pass will transfer operating control of the line to ISO-NE pursuant to a TOA to 
be negotiated with ISO-NE.  

8. In its transmittal letter, Northern Pass requests Commission approval under a 
number of alternative approaches under which the Commission would: (1) accept the 
TSA in its entirety as a Mobile-Sierra contract; (2) accept the TSA as a cost-based 
contract under the Commission’s precedent; (3) accept the TSA using Commission Order 

                                             
9 TransÉnergie is the transmission division of Hydro-Québec.

10 Filing at 21.

11 HQ Hydro will apply for market-based rate authority.  Id. at 4 n.5.  HQ Hydro 
also may enter into a power purchase agreement with PSNH, an affiliate of Northeast 
Utilities, for a small portion of the power delivered over the NPT Line, subject to state 
commission approval.  Id. at 8 n.8.
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No. 679 to justify TSA provisions that could be characterized as transmission 
“incentives;” or (4) accept the TSA because it qualifies for and would be granted 
incentives pursuant to the Commission’s public policy standards under section 205 of the 
FPA in light of the significant public benefits produced by the NPT Line.  

B. Formula Rate

9. Northern Pass proposes to use a formula rate to calculate HQ Hydro’s payment for 
transmission service over the NPT Line.  Northern Pass states that the formula in the TSA 
is a forward-looking formula rate that calculates costs on a prospective basis. Under the 
formula the projected costs are trued-up to actual costs in order to permit Northern Pass 
to recover the annual revenue requirement associated with the NPT Line and any AC
upgrade costs.  Northern Pass states that the formula rate recovers a return on Northern 
Pass’s investment in the NPT Line plus associated income taxes, depreciation expense, 
operation and maintenance expenses, administrative and general expenses, municipal tax 
expense, and other expenses associated with the NPT Line (including AC upgrade 
costs).12  Northern Pass explains that the formula allows it to project the revenue 
requirement for each calendar year and charge the resulting rates in that calendar year.  
Northern Pass claims that the formula rate in the TSA resembles formula rates that the 
Commission has accepted previously and also reflects Commission-approved ratemaking 
methodologies. Therefore, Northern Pass contends that the formula should be accepted.

C. Requested Incentives

1. Return on Equity

10. Northern Pass requests an overall Return on Equity (ROE) of 12.56 percent.  

a. Prior to Commercial Operation

11. Prior to commercial operation, Northern Pass requests an ROE of 12.56 percent, 
consisting of a base ROE of 10.4 percent plus ROE adders of:  (1) 50 basis points for 
Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) membership; and (2) 164 basis points for 
investment in new transmission.13  Northern Pass states that the 12.56 percent ROE prior 
to commercial operation is for purposes of accruing allowance for funds used during 
construction (AFUDC). 

                                             
12 Id. at 31.

13 Id. at 37 and App. F, Ex. No. NPT-603.
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b. After Commercial Operation

12. Northern Pass requests, upon commercial operation, an ROE equal to the base 
ROE under the ISO-NE Open-Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) (currently 11.14 
percent) plus the lesser of an adder of 142 basis points (50 basis points for RTO 
participation, plus 92 basis points for investment in new transmission) or an amount that 
would not cause the total ROE to exceed the applicable zone of reasonableness.14

2. Termination Rights

13. Northern Pass explains that, under section 3 of the TSA, the parties have the right 
to terminate the TSA under certain circumstances subject to certain cost reimbursement 
obligations.  During the development phase, the construction phase, or following 
commercial operation, Northern Pass states that HQ Hydro may terminate the TSA for 
convenience.15

14. Northern Pass explains that other scenarios under which the parties may terminate 
the TSA include the failure to obtain U.S. regulatory approvals for the NPT Line (section 
3.3.5); failure to obtain the necessary Canadian regulatory approvals for the Québec Line 
(section 3.3.4); or a material, uninsured loss occurrence during commercial operations 
(section 3.3.9).16  

3. Regulatory Asset

15. Northern Pass states that it is seeking authorization to establish a regulatory asset 
for certain costs that it has incurred and will continue to incur prior to the NPT Line’s 
commercial operation date that do not meet the requirements to be included in 
Construction Work In Progress (CWIP) (FERC Account No. 107).  Northern Pass 
maintains that, under the TSA, the parties have agreed that Northern Pass’s recovery of 
such costs will be deferred until the project enters commercial operation and then will be
recovered from HQ Hydro through the formula rate.    

                                             
14 Id. at 11, 41-42, and App. F, Ex. No. NPT-600 at 3.

15 Id. at App. A, Ex. No. NPT-100 at TSA §§ 3.3.2, 3.3.8, and 3.3.10.

16 Id. at 61.
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III. Notice of Filings and Responsive Pleadings

16. Notice of Northern Pass’s December 15, 2010 filing was published in the Federal 
Register, 75 Fed. Reg. 81,597 (2010), with interventions and protests due on or before 
January 6, 2011.  Notices of intervention and timely motions to intervene raising no 
substantive issues were submitted by Bangor Hydro Electric Company, GenOn Parties, 
TransCanada Power Marketing Ltd., National Grid USA, Brookfield Energy Marketing 
LP, Massachusetts Attorney General, ISO-NE, New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, 
NextEra Energy Resources, LLC, and the Massachusetts Department of Public Utility.
New England Power Generators Association Inc. (NEPGA) filed a timely motion to 
intervene and protest.  HQ Hydro filed a timely motion to intervene and comments.  
Meriden Hill Property Owners (Meriden Hill) filed a timely motion to intervene, request 
for hearing, and comments.  The New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission and the 
Maine Public Utilities Commission filed out-of-time motions to intervene, raising no 
substantive issues.  Northern Pass, HQ Hydro, and ISO-NE filed answers to the protest
and comments.  

IV. Discussion

A. Procedural Matters

17. Pursuant to Rule 214 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure,17 the 
timely, unopposed motions to intervene and notices of intervention serve to make the 
entities that filed them parties to this proceeding.  

18. Pursuant to Rule 214(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure,   
18 C.F.R. § 385.214(d) (2010), the Commission will grant all late-filed motions to 
intervene given their interest in the proceeding, the early stage of the proceeding, and the 
absence of undue prejudice or delay. 

19. Rule 213(a)(2) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R.    
§ 385.213(a)(2) (2010), prohibits an answer to a protest, unless otherwise ordered by the 
decisional authority.  We will accept the answers submitted because they have assisted us 
in our decision making process. 

B. Substantive Matters

20. As described further below, the Commission accepts the TSA without 
modification, including its provisions that reflect Northern Pass’s request for ratemaking 

                                             
17 18 C.F.R. § 385.214 (2010).
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incentives pursuant to Order No. 679.  The Commission also makes findings below 
regarding issues raised in the protest and comments, including unused transmission 
capacity on the NPT Line, the possible future rate treatment of the NPT Line by ISO-NE, 
access to information regarding certain possible upgrades in the Greater Boston area, 
environmental review concerns related to the NPT Line, and issues related to Hydro-
Québec.

21. Because the Commission accepts the TSA without modification on the bases 
described below, we need not and do not reach the merits of the alternative approaches 
presented in Northern Pass’s filing, including whether the TSA constitutes what Northern 
Pass characterizes as a “Mobile-Sierra contract.”

1. Eligibility for Incentives: Section 219 Requirements

22. In the Energy Policy Act of 2005, Congress added section 219 to the FPA,18

directing the Commission to establish, by rule, incentive-based rate treatments to promote 
capital investment in transmission infrastructure.  The Commission subsequently issued 
Order No. 679, which sets forth processes by which a public utility may seek
transmission rate incentives pursuant to section 219, including the incentives requested 
here by Northern Pass.19

23. Order No. 679 provides that a public utility may file a petition for declaratory 
order or a section 205 filing to obtain incentive rate treatment pursuant to section 219.  
Through either procedural route, consistent with section 219, an applicant must show that 
“the facilities for which it seeks incentives either ensure reliability or reduce the cost of 
delivered power by reducing transmission congestion.”20  Order No. 679 established a 
rebuttable presumption that this standard is met if:  (1) the transmission project results 
from a fair and open regional planning process that considers and evaluates projects for 
reliability and/or congestion and is found to be acceptable to the Commission; or (2) a 
project has received construction approval from an appropriate state commission or state 
siting authority.21  Order No. 679-A clarifies the operation of this rebuttable presumption 
                                             

18 Pub. L. No. 109-58, 119 Stat. 594, § 1241.

19 Promoting Transmission Investment through Pricing Reform, Order No. 679, 
FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,222 (2006), order on reh’g, Order No. 679-A, FERC Stats.    
& Regs. ¶ 31,236, order on reh’g, 119 FERC ¶ 61,062 (2007).

20 Order No. 679, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,222 at P 76.

21 Id. P 58.
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by noting that the authorities and/or processes on which it is based (i.e., a regional 
planning process, a state commission, or siting authority) must, in fact, consider whether 
the project ensures reliability or reduces the cost of delivered power by reducing 
congestion.22

a. Proposal

24. Northern Pass asserts that it is eligible for incentives under section 219, because
the NPT Line will:  (1) reduce the price of delivered power by reducing transmission 
congestion; (2) increase reliability by having another source of power on which to rely; 
(3) reduce costs to wholesale load customers;23 (4) help meet environmental requirements 
for low carbon, renewable resources; and (5) provide enhanced access to hydro-electric 
power.  

25. Northern Pass includes in its filing a study assessing the congestion reduction 
benefits of the NPT Line.24  According to Northern Pass, this study demonstrates that the 
project will reduce congestion between Québec and ISO-NE, thus allowing economical 
power to be imported into the ISO-NE system.  The study states that its base-case 
estimate of cost reduction to wholesale load customers will be $1.58/MWh in 2015 and 
$2.30/MWh in 2024, resulting in an estimated total cost reduction of $206 million in 
2015 and $327 million in 2024.  According to the study, without the additional capacity 
of the NPT Line, existing ties are expected to be fully utilized during 99.8 percent of peak 
hours.  The study claims that with the addition of the NPT Line, up to 7.7 TWh of energy 
could be delivered to ISO-NE in 2015.  This amount could increase to as much as         
8.9 TWh by 2024 due to a planned expansion of hydro-electric generation.  Finally, the 
study asserts that the NPT Line would displace fossil-fueled generation and provide fuel 
diversity benefits.25

                                             
22 Order No. 679-A, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,236 at P 49.

23 Northern Pass states that this cost savings is a result of displacing high-cost 
fossil-fired generation.

24 Filing at App. G, Exhibit No. NPT-700 (providing a report by Charles River 
Associates, Inc. regarding congestion reduction benefits of the NPT Line) (CRA Report).

25 Id. at 3.
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b. Commission Determination

26. Northern Pass does not claim that it qualifies for the rebuttable presumption under 
Order No. 679 with respect to ensuring reliability or reducing the cost of delivered power 
by reducing congestion.  Rather than relying on that rebuttable presumption, Northern 
Pass submitted the above-noted study of congestion mitigation impacts of the NPT Line 
and resulting price reductions in New England that quantifies the effect of adding the line 
on LMP throughout the region.  Based on our analysis of Northern Pass’s study, we find 
that the NPT Line satisfies this section 219 requirement.  Northern Pass’s study provides 
a sufficient basis to conclude that the NPT Line will reduce congestion between Quebec 
and New England and facilitate integration and delivery of low-cost hydro-electric 
power.  In addition, we find that with the addition of hydro-electric power to the base 
case, the existence of the NPT Line will help mitigate overloads. 

2. The Nexus Requirement

27. In addition to satisfying the section 219 requirement of ensuring reliability and/or 
reducing the cost of delivered power by reducing congestion, an applicant must 
demonstrate that there is a nexus between the incentive sought and the investment being 
made.  In Order No. 679-A, the Commission clarified that the nexus test is met when an 
applicant demonstrates that the total package of incentives requested is “tailored to 
address the demonstrable risks or challenges faced by the applicant.”26  The Commission 
noted that this nexus test is fact-specific and requires the Commission to review each 
application on a case-by-case basis.  

28. As part of this evaluation, the Commission has found the question of whether a 
project is routine to be particularly probative.27  In Baltimore Gas and Electric Co., the 
Commission clarified how it will evaluate projects to determine whether they are routine.  
Specifically, the Commission will consider all relevant factors presented by an applicant.  
For example, an applicant may present evidence on:  (1) the scope of the project        
(e.g., dollar investment, increase in transfer capability, involvement of multiple entities 
or jurisdictions, size, effect on region); (2) the effect of the project (e.g., improving 
reliability or reducing congestion costs); and (3) the challenges or risks faced by the 
project (e.g., siting, internal competition for financing with other projects, long lead 

                                             
26 Order No. 679-A, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,236 at P 40.

27 Baltimore Gas and Electric Co., 120 FERC ¶ 61,084, at P 48, order granting 
incentive proposal, 121 FERC ¶ 61,167 (2007), reh’g denied, 122 FERC ¶ 61,034, reh’g 
denied, 123 FERC ¶ 61,262 (2008).
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times, regulatory and political risks, specific financing challenges, other impediments).28  
Additionally, the Commission clarified that “when an applicant has adequately 
demonstrated that the project for which it requests an incentive is not routine, that 
applicant has shown, for purposes of the nexus test, that the project faces risks and 
challenges that merit an incentive.”29

a. Proposal

29. Northern Pass states that there is a nexus between its requested incentives (an 
ROE of 12.56 percent, the termination rights, and the establishment of a regulatory asset) 
and the risks and challenges it faces in developing the NPT Line.  Northern Pass also 
states that the NPT Line is non-routine due to its scope, in terms of cost and size, and its 
effects.  In addition, Northern Pass states that the NPT Line faces siting, financial, and 
technological risks and challenges.30

30. With respect to scope, Northern Pass maintains that the NPT Line is a large-scale 
transmission project; is readily distinguishable from other transmission projects or 
upgrades that are constructed in the ordinary course of a utility’s transmission service 
obligation to provide safe, reliable service to its customers; and in dollar terms, is among 
the largest transmission projects in New England.  Northern Pass explains that the NPT 
Line will be the largest transmission project constructed in New Hampshire since the 
existing HVDC transmission tie was constructed in the 1980s.  Northern Pass states that 
the NPT Line will affect 31 cities and towns and will take six to seven years (counting 
from the beginning of the development process in 2009) to design, plan, permit, and 
build.31

31. Northern Pass also maintains that from an electrical perspective the NPT Line is 
large by any standard.  Northern Pass states that the construction of this project will 
vastly expand the New England transmission system’s ability to transfer power from low 
carbon, predominantly hydro-electric power to load, enhancing the performance and 
reliability of the existing transmission system.32  Further, Northern Pass states that the 

                                             
28 Filing at 52-55.

29 Id. at 54.

30 Id. at 45-46 and App. G, Ex. No. NPT-700 at 1.

31 Id. at 50.

32 Id. at 51.
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NPT Line is significant in terms of both its scale and its costs because it will require 
construction of approximately 180 miles of new extra high voltage transmission lines in 
the United States (140 miles of new 300 kV HVDC transmission lines and 40 miles of 
345 kV AC transmission lines) and may also require improvements to the existing AC 
transmission system as a result of the I.3.9 process.33

32. With respect to the project’s effects, Northern Pass states that the NPT Line is 
non-routine because it is not a typical reliability project.34  Instead, the NPT Line is a 
large-scale regional transmission project to enhance the capability of the New England 
transmission system to advance regional and national energy policy by allowing for the 
delivery of substantial quantities of hydro-electric power from Québec, Canada.35  

33. Northern Pass states that the NPT Line will make available up to 1,200 MW of 
previously unavailable power from Québec, thus lowering electricity prices in New 
England, improving reliability, and promoting important environmental goals.36

34. With respect to risks and challenges that make the NPT Line a non-routine project, 
Northern Pass identifies siting, financial, and technological risks and challenges.  
Northern Pass states that the NPT Line faces a unique level of siting and permitting risks 
because the construction of the NPT Line is subject to approval by federal37 and state38

authorities.

                                             
33 Id.

34 Id.

35 Id. at 52.

36 Id. at CRA Report at 1-2 and App. B, Exh. No. NPT-200 at 16-22.

37 Id. at 53-54.  At the federal level, Northern Pass states it must obtain a 
Presidential Permit and have an Environmental Impact Statement developed by the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE).  Northern Pass states that it may also need to obtain 
permits or approvals from the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, and the Federal Aviation Administration.

38 Northern Pass states that the state siting process will consider numerous factors 
for each project, including alternatives to each of the projects, such as route alternatives, 
potential environmental and social issues, engineering design, and costs.  In New 
Hampshire, Northern Pass states it must obtain siting approval from the New Hampshire 

(continued…)
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35. Turning to financial risks and challenges, Northern Pass states that NU and 
NSTAR’s respective shares of the project are a major investment for each company; 
NU’s share is $820 million while NSTAR’s share of the NPT Line is $275 million.39  
According to Northern Pass, in recent years NU has been investing large amounts of 
capital to upgrade its transmission system and will continue to do so in the coming 
years.40  Northern Pass states that within this overall program, there will be internal 
competition for capital funding.41  

36. Northern Pass also states that it bears a higher level of financial risk relative to a 
typical transmission project developed and built under the ISO-NE regional planning 
process because it is a “single-payer” contract, meaning that the success of the contract 
depends upon the credit and cooperation of one customer.  Northern Pass contends that 
this dependence on one customer is unlike a typical transmission project under the New 
England regional planning process, where NU and NSTAR would recover their costs 
from a large class of customers.42  Northern Pass states that, in this respect, if HQ Hydro 
and its guarantor were to fail financially, Northern Pass would not have a single 
committed customer for the NPT Line.43

                                                                                                                                                 
Site Evaluation Committee, which is comprised of members of various state agencies 
each of which must review the application.

39 Filing at 51.

40 For instance, Northern Pass states that for the period 2001 through 2009, NU 
spent $2.8 billion in new transmission construction.  For the period 2011 through 2015, 
NU is expected to spend the same amount, including the NPT Line.  Similarly, Northern 
Pass states that NSTAR’s investment in the NPT Line represents part of an ambitious 
transmission capital investment program through which it projects to almost double its 
transmission rate base to approximately $1.6 billion within five years.

41 Northern Pass states that the large capital expenditures required for the NPT 
Line will result in significant negative cash flows during the construction period due to 
the fact that the TSA does not provide for inclusion of CWIP in rate base during the 
construction period, which distinguishes this participant-funded project from most of the 
other transmission projects that have received incentive rate treatment under Order     
No. 679.

42 Filing at 55.

43 Id.
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37. Further, Northern Pass states that under the TSA, HQ Hydro has multiple rights to 
terminate the TSA and that the risk of customer termination is higher than would exist for 
a typical transmission project constructed under the ISO-NE regional transmission plan.44  
Northern Pass maintains that while it would be entitled to reimbursement of costs 
previously incurred upon early termination by HQ Hydro, HQ Hydro would not be 
required to pay the net present value of the equity return Northern Pass would have 
received during the remaining balance of the term (i.e., lost opportunity costs) unless HQ 
Hydro terminates the TSA during the commercial operation phase for convenience.45  
Northern Pass also states that if there is a delay caused by Northern Pass in the 
commercial operation date of the NPT Line, but the Québec Line is ready for start-up and 
service, Northern Pass will cease to accrue AFUDC and carrying charges.46 As a result 
of these and other provisions, Northern Pass maintains that it is not fully protected 
against all of its potential losses.

38. Finally, Northern Pass maintains that the NPT Line presents certain risks and 
challenges associated with the use of advanced technologies.  Northern Pass states that 
the complexity of the NPT Line requires special skill sets for planning, engineering, 
design, operation, and maintenance of the project.  Northern Pass states that the NPT 
Line employs the following technologies: HVDC technology, optical ground wire, high-
temperature conductors, aerial laser survey technology, IEC 61850 Communications 
Protocols, as well as power electronics and related software.  Northern Pass does not, 
however, request a stand-alone incentive ROE adder based on its proposed use of 
advanced technology.47

b. Commission Determination

39. We find that Northern Pass has sufficiently demonstrated a nexus between the 
considerable risks and challenges it is undertaking to develop and construct the NPT Line 
and the incentives it has requested.  

40. We find that the NPT Line is not routine based on the project’s scope, effects, and 
the risks and challenges it faces.  The scope of the project is significant.  The NPT Line is 
a large-scale international project that involves a 140-mile HVDC transmission line and a 

                                             
44 Id. at 56.

45 Id.

46 Id.

47 Id. at App. B, Ex. No NPT-200 at 16-17.
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40-mile 345 kV AC transmission line with combined costs estimated at approximately 
$1.1 billion.48  The effects of the NPT Line will include making available up to 1,200 
MW of hydro-electric power previously unavailable from Quebec.49  The NPT Line will 
not only diversify New England’s power supply mix, but it will also allow more energy 
imported from Quebec to be delivered during peak hours when marginal generation costs 
and market-clearing prices are highest.  

41. We also find that Northern Pass faces significant risks and challenges in 
developing the NPT Line.  For example, due to the project being international, Northern 
Pass must obtain a Presidential Permit from the DOE.  Northern Pass must also obtain 
several other special use permits and a certificate of site and facility from the New 
Hampshire Site Evaluation Committee.  Further, the project will affect 31 cities and 
towns, require the expansion of some areas of existing rights-of-way, and require the 
acquisition and development of approximately 50 miles of new rights-of-way.50  Given 
the size of the financial commitment required by Northern Pass to complete the project, 
the NPT Line also presents significant financial risks and challenges.  

42. Because we have found that the NPT Line satisfies the requirements of section 
219 and the nexus test, we discuss below Northern Pass’s request for specific incentives.

3. Incentives 

a. Proposed ROE Including Incentive Adders

43. Northern Pass requests an overall ROE of 12.56 percent.  Northern Pass submitted
both a regional and national proxy group to assist the Commission in arriving at the 
requested overall ROE.  Northern Pass states that an incentive ROE in the upper end of 
the zone of reasonableness is warranted, and that its requested overall ROE of 12.56 
percent is 384 basis points below the upper end of the zone of reasonableness for both the 
regional and national proxy groups.51  

44. Northern Pass’s expert witness, Dr. Avera, asserts that because an incentive ROE 
from the upper end of the reasonable DCF range is warranted, there is no need to apply 

                                             
48 Id. at 50-51.

49 Id. at 52 and App. B, Ex No. NPT-200 at 16-17.

50 Id. at 52-54 and App. B, Ex. No. NPT-200 at 23-27.

51 Id. at 37.
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either the median or the midpoint in setting the ROE.52  However, Northern Pass states 
that if the Commission finds it necessary to evaluate the proposed ROE using a reference 
point within the zone of reasonableness, it proposes a base ROE of 10.4 percent, which is 
the median53 of its proposed zone of reasonableness resulting from a national proxy 
group.54      

45. To arrive at its proposed base ROE, Northern Pass applied a discounted cash flow 
analysis to a proxy group of transmission-owning utilities, which it states is consistent 
with Commission methodology.55  Northern Pass states that it used a national proxy 
group,56 consistent with the approach approved in the PATH Rehearing Order where the 
Commission found that “mere geographic proximity” is not the sole basis for inclusion 
of companies in a proxy group.57  Therefore, Northern Pass used a starting sample of     
24 predominantly electric utilities.58  In addition, Northern Pass states that it evaluated its 

                                             
52 Id. at Ex. NPT-600 at 45-46.

53 Northern Pass’s request to use the median is contrary to Dr. Avera’s testimony, 
which noted that he would not support or recommend sole reliance on the median to 
evaluate the ROE for Northern Pass because the median values for the proxy groups of 
electric utilities produced using the Commission’s methodology fall consistently below 
other measures of central tendency, such as the midpoint.  Id. at 36-37 and App. F, Ex. 
No. NPT-600 at 47-51.

54 Id. at 37-38.  Northern Pass asserts that a base ROE of 10.4 percent plus its 
requested incentive ROE adders for RTO participation and new transmission, result in an 
overall ROE of 12.56 percent that is within its proposed zone of reasonableness.

55 Id. at 34 (citing Atlantic Path 15, LLC, 133 FERC ¶ 61,153 (2010) (Atlantic 
Path 15); Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline, L.L.C., 133 FERC ¶ 61,152 
(2010) (PATH Rehearing Order)).

56 In addition to the national proxy group, Northern Pass submitted analytical 
support for a regional proxy group, a ratings screen proxy group, and a non-utility proxy 
group.

57 Filing at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 30.

58 Northern Pass’s proposed national proxy group includes:  Ameren Corp., 
American Electric Power Co. Inc., Avista Corp., Black Hills Corp., CenterPoint Energy, 
Cleco Corp., CMS Energy, DTE Energy Co., Edison International, Great Plains Energy, 
Hawaiian Electric, IDACORP, Inc., Integrys Energy Group Inc., ITC Holdings Corp., 
Pepco Holdings Inc., PG&E Corp., Pinnacle West Capital, Portland General Electric, 

(continued…)
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national proxy group through several risk measures, including Standard and Poor’s (S&P) 
corporate credit rating.59  Because Northern Pass is targeting a credit rating from S&P of 
BBB, it eliminated utilities with credit ratings more than one rating notch above and 
below BBB.60

46. Northern Pass explains that it included companies in its proxy group that:  (1) are 
currently paying dividends; (2) have an S&P corporate credit rating between BBB- and 
BBB+; (3) have available Value Line data and IBES growth rate data; (4) have not been 
recently involved in merger and acquisition activity; and (5) have sustainable growth 
rates below 13.3 percent.61  Northern Pass then excluded eight companies from the proxy 
group because their low-end cost of equity was below or not sufficiently higher than the 
expected yields on BBB utility bonds, averaging 5.8 percent over the six-month period 
ending November 2010.62  In addition, Northern Pass states that it excluded ITC 
Holdings Corp. and Great Plains Energy because their high-end cost of equity estimates 
are extreme outliers, consistent with the rationale adopted by the Commission in Bangor 
Hydro.63

47. Having established a proposed proxy group and a median ROE of 10.4 percent, 
Northern Pass requests that, during the construction period and for purposes of accruing 
AFUDC, the Commission approve the following incentive ROE adders: (1) 50 basis 
points for participation in a regional transmission organization; and (2) 164 basis points 
for investment in new transmission facilities.  Northern Pass requests that these ROE 
adders, when added to its base ROE, produce an overall ROE of 12.56 percent.64  

                                                                                                                                                 
PPL Corp., Progress Energy, TECO Energy, UIL Holdings, Westar Energy, and 
Wisconsin Energy Corp.  Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-602 at 1.

59 Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 30.

60 Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 31.

61 Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 30.

62 Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 42-43.

63 Id. at App. F, Ex. NPT-600 at 44-45 (citing ISO New England Inc., et al., 109 
FERC ¶ 61,147, at P 205 (2004)).

64 Because Northern Pass primarily emphasizes its proposed overall ROE of   
12.56 percent, we will interpret its application to request the 166 basis point incentive 
ROE adder needed to produce that overall ROE. 
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48. Northern Pass requests that, upon commercial operation, the Commission approve 
the following incentive ROE adders: (1) 50 basis points for participation in a regional 
transmission organization; and (2) 92 basis points for investment in new transmission 
facilities.  Northern Pass requests that these ROE adders, when added to the base ROE 
under the ISO-NE OATT to which Northern Pass states it would be entitled (currently 
11.14 percent), again produce an overall ROE of 12.56 percent.65

b. Protest

49. No parties protested the proxy group make-up or the results of the discounted cash 
flow analysis.  However, NEPGA argues that, as a general matter for ISO-NE, the 
Commission previously rejected a proposal by the Transmission Owners for 50 and     
100 basis point adders for Local Network Service (LNS) facilities, but accepted the       
50 and 100 basis point adders for Regional Network Service.  NEPGA states that, at best, 
Northern Pass’s facilities are radial facilities that comprise what equates to LNS facilities 
because the radial facilities are not pool transmission facilities (PTF) under existing ISO-
NE OATT provisions.66

50. NEPGA argues that if the Commission were to grant these incentives, it would 
open the door for utilities to seek incentive rate treatment for any radial, non-network 
transmission line.  Therefore, NEPGA argues that the Commission should reject the 
proposed incentive rate treatment.67  

c. Answers

51. In response to NEPGA’s opposition to incentive rate treatment for the NPT Line, 
Northern Pass states that, contrary to NEPGA assertions, no Commission rule or order 
would prevent a transmission owner from requesting incentive treatment for local, non-
PTF facilities in New England.  Northern Pass states that the NPT Line is one of the 
largest transmission projects in New England and is not “routine” in the sense that the 
Commission has used the term in connection with its implementation of Order No. 679.  
Indeed, Northern Pass argues that the Commission has approved Order No. 679 
incentives for projects that are similar to the NPT Line – i.e., long distance, high capacity 

                                             
65 Id. at 6, 41-42.

66 NEPGA Protest at 8-9.

67 Id. at 9.
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transmission lines providing load centers with access to low carbon generation 
resources.68

d. Commission Determination

52.  The Commission finds that the 24 companies identified by Northern Pass are an 
appropriate starting point for developing a proxy group that reflects comparable risks.  
While geographic proximity may be a relevant factor in identifying companies with 
comparable risks, it is not the sole basis for inclusion of companies in a proxy group.69  
The Commission also finds that the corporate credit rating screen that Northern Pass used 
is consistent with Commission precedent.70  

53. However, the Commission finds that Northern Pass improperly removed Edison 
International, Great Plains Energy, Hawaiian Electric, and Integrys Energy Corp. from 
the final proxy group due to their low end cost of equity being at or below 7.5 percent.  
The Commission finds that a company should be eliminated from the final proxy group 
only if its low end cost of equity is about 100 basis points above the cost of debt.71  Thus, 
the Commission will exclude from the proxy group those companies whose low-end ROE 
is about 100 basis points above the cost of debt, taking into account the extent to which 
the excluded low-end ROEs are outliers from the low-end ROEs of other proxy group 
companies.72  Here, not only are Edison International’s, Great Plains Energy’s, Hawaiian 
Electric’s, and Integrys Energy Corp.’s low-end ROEs more than 100 basis points above 
Moody’s BBB bond yield, but they also do not appear to be significant outliers from the 
low-end ROEs of the other companies that remain in the proxy group, unlike the low-end 

                                             
68 Northern Pass Answer at 9-10 (citing S. Cal. Edison Co., 121 FERC ¶ 61,168 

(2007); Green Energy Express LLC, 129 FERC ¶ 61,165 (2009); Pac. Gas and Elec. Co., 
123 FERC ¶ 61,067 (2008)).

69 PATH Rehearing Order, 133 FERC ¶ 61,152 at P 60.

70 Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline, L.L.C., 122 FERC ¶ 61,188, at    
P 95 (PATH).  While Northern Pass has proposed Value Line’s Safety Rank and 
Financial Strength Rating, the Commission finds the use of the corporate credit rating to 
be sufficient.

71 Moody’s monthly yields on BBB utility bonds average 5.8 percent over the six-
month period ending November 2010.

72 Pioneer Transmission LLC, 126 FERC ¶ 61,281, at 94 (2009), reh’g denied,  
130 FERC ¶ 61,044 (2010).
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ROEs of the four companies we are excluding from the proxy group.73  We agree with 
Northern Pass that Ameren Corp., Black Hills Corp., Cleco Corp., and Pepco Holdings, 
Inc should be excluded from the proxy group because their low-end ROEs are not 
sufficiently above the cost of debt.74  The Commission concludes that Northern Pass has 
failed to show that the low-end ROEs of Edison International, Great Plains Energy, 
Hawaiian Electric, and Integrys Energy Corp. are so low as to require the exclusion of 
those companies from the proxy group.75  As a result of adding these companies to the 
proxy group, the low end ROE is reduced but the median remains unchanged.  

54. Accounting for these changes, we conclude that Northern Pass’s base ROE for 
pre-commercial operation should be 10.4 percent, which is the median of the proxy group 
adopted in this order.76  We also find that, as Northern Pass requests, Northern Pass will 
be entitled to the base ROE under the ISO-NE OATT (currently 11.14 percent) upon 
commercial operation of the NPT Line and transfer of operational control of the line to 
ISO-NE.

55. We grant Northern Pass’s request for a 50 basis point incentive ROE adder to 
reflect its participation in ISO-NE.  Northern Pass’s request is consistent with past 
incentives that the Commission has granted to reflect an applicant’s participation in an 
RTO or ISO.77  

56. Additionally, based on the unique nature of Northern Pass’s project and the unique 
commercial arrangements facilitating its construction, we will also grant Northern Pass’s 
request for a 166 basis point incentive ROE adder during pre-commercial operation to 
arrive at an overall ROE of 12.56 percent.  As discussed above, Northern Pass has shown 
a nexus between the requested incentives and the risks and challenges of the NPT Line.  

                                             
73 Edison International, Great Plains Energy and Integrys Energy Corp. have low-

end ROEs of 7.1 percent while Hawaiian Electric has a low-end ROE of 7.5 percent.

74 Ameren Corp., Black Hills Corp., Cleco Corp., and Pepco Holdings, Inc.’s low-
end ROEs are the following:  1.5 percent, 6.2 percent, 6.3 percent, and 6.5 percent, 
respectively.

75 Great Plains Energy was eliminated from the final proxy group due to its high 
end cost of equity being an extreme outlier.

76 See PATH Rehearing Order, 133 FERC ¶ 61,152 at P 65.

77 See, e.g., S. Cal. Edison Co., 133 FERC ¶ 61,107 (2010); S. Cal. Edison Co., 
133 FERC ¶ 61,108 (2010).
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For example, Northern Pass faces the difficult task of securing several permits (including 
a Presidential Permit from DOE), certificates, and rights-of-way.  The NPT Line also 
presents significant financial risks and challenges.  The Commission recognizes that this 
project is a major undertaking by both NU and NSTAR.  Specifically, the $1.1 billion 
capital commitment will significantly add to both companies’ average transmission 
project investment.78  The 166 basis point adder will help Northern Pass attract capital 
investment that will make it more likely that the project will be constructed.

57. Northern Pass’s commitment to having none of the costs of the NPT Line or any 
ISO-NE-required or HQ Hydro-requested upgrades associated with the TSA included    
in any rates charged under the ISO-NE OATT to regional and local customers also 
weighs in our decision to grant the ROE adder. 79  The TSA obligates HQ Hydro to pay           
100 percent of the capital and operating costs of the NPT Line and of any upgrades under 
the TSA.  Therefore, no New England customers will be compelled to purchase Hydro-
Quebec power delivered over the NPT Line at an above-market price.80

58. Upon commercial operation of the NPT Line, we will similarly grant Northern 
Pass the requested 92 basis points incentive ROE to bring its overall ROE to 12.56 
percent.  We note that Northern Pass requested this reduction in its incentive ROE adder, 
corresponding to an increase in its base ROE when it joins ISO-NE and receives the base 
ROE under the ISO-NE OATT.  

57. We disagree with NEPGA’s position that the Commission should grant incentives 
only for Regional Network Service facilities in ISO-NE.  We consider each case on an 
individual basis and are not persuaded by NEPGA’s protest that the requested incentive
ROE adders are not appropriate because the NPT Line is a radial facility.  The proposed 
project faces significant risks and challenges, as discussed above, and the Commission 
finds that those factors support these requested incentives.

4. Termination Rights

a. Proposal

58. Northern Pass states that the NPT Line faces numerous uncertainties, and the 
parties have negotiated and agreed to certain termination rights and the parties’ cost 

                                             
78 Filing at App. C, Ex. No. NPT-300 at 10-11.

79 Filing at 7-8.

80 Id. at 8-9.
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responsibilities should those termination provisions be exercised.  Northern Pass states 
that, under section 3 of the TSA, the parties have the right to terminate the TSA during 
the development phase, the construction phase, or following commercial operation.  In 
addition, Northern Pass states that HQ Hydro may terminate the TSA for convenience.  
Northern Pass states that, under the TSA, it will have the right to recover the costs it has 
already incurred, including AFUDC, if the NPT Line were to be abandoned under the 
circumstances set forth in the TSA.  Northern Pass maintains, however, that it will lose 
the right to recover a return on its anticipated equity investment in the project, a 
substantial lost opportunity cost.  

59. Northern Pass requests that the TSA termination provisions be characterized as 
eligible for the abandoned plant cost recovery incentive under Order No. 679.  Northern 
Pass contends that the Commission has recognized that “the recovery of abandonment 
costs is an effective means of encouraging transmission development by reducing the risk 
of non-recovery of costs.” 

b. Commission Determination

60. We find that Northern Pass has demonstrated a nexus between the risks and 
challenges of the project and the opportunity to recover costs as provided in the 
termination rights provisions of the TSA.  As we have emphasized in other proceedings,81

recovery of abandoned plant costs in appropriate circumstances is an effective means to 
encourage transmission development by reducing the risk of non-recovery of costs.  
Accordingly, we accept the termination rights provisions of the TSA without 
modification.

5. Regulatory Asset

a. Proposal

61. Northern Pass seeks authorization to establish a regulatory asset for certain costs 
that it has incurred and will continue to incur prior to the NPT Line’s commercial 
operation date that do not meet the requirements to be included in CWIP.  Northern Pass 
maintains that, under the TSA, the parties have agreed that Northern Pass’s recovery of 
such costs will be deferred until the project enters commercial operation and then will be 
recovered from HQ Hydro through the formula rate.  Northern Pass explains that such 
costs exclude TSA negotiation costs, but may include the costs of AC upgrades billed to 
Northern Pass prior to the commercial operation date by third parties constructing such 

                                             
81 See PPL Elec. Utils. Corp., 123 FERC ¶ 61,068, at P 47 (2008); S. Cal. Edison 

Co., 121 FERC ¶ 61,168 at P 72.
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upgrades, and routine costs associated with Northern Pass during this period, such as 
accounting, cash management, and other administrative costs.  Northern Pass states that it 
proposes to amortize this regulatory asset over a three-year period commencing on the 
commercial operation date of the project.82  Northern Pass asserts that the establishment 
of this regulatory asset will allow it to recover those costs that are incurred prior to the 
commercial operation date and is consistent with regulatory assets approved by the 
Commission in other Order No. 679 proceedings.83  

62. Northern Pass also seeks Commission authorization, to the extent necessary, to 
record a regulatory asset for the expenses related to an asset retirement obligation (ARO) 
created for the decommissioning of the NPT Line.  Northern Pass explains that the TSA 
provides for the recovery of the estimated costs to decommission the NPT Line over the 
last five years of the 40-year term of the TSA.  Northern Pass does not believe the 
establishment of this regulatory asset is an incentive under Order No. 679.84

b. Commission Determination   

63. The Commission grants Northern Pass’s request for authorization to establish the 
regulatory asset.  Granting this incentive will allow Northern Pass to defer recovery of 
pre-construction costs, as well as start-up and development costs, and recover them later.  
The Commission finds the incentive is tailored to Northern Pass’s risks and challenges 
because this incentive will provide it with added up-front regulatory certainty and can 
reduce interest expense, improve coverage ratios, and facilitate the financing of the NPT 
Line on reasonable terms.  Granting this incentive encourages increased development of 
transmission infrastructure, thereby fulfilling the goals of FPA section 219.85  

64. Northern Pass must record the regulatory asset for pre-commercial costs in 
Account 182.3, Other Regulatory Assets, and may only include amounts that otherwise 
would be chargeable to expense in the period incurred, are not recoverable in current 
rates, and are probable for recovery in rates in a different period.86  Northern Pass may 

                                             
82 Filing at 63.

83 See ITC Great Plains, 126 FERC ¶ 61,223, at P 74 (2009); Allegheny Energy, 
Inc., 116 FERC ¶ 61,058, at P 99 (2006).

84 Filing at 11 n.11.

85 See, e.g., Green Power Express LP, 127 FERC ¶ 61,031, at P 61 (2009).

86 The term “probable” as used in the definition of regulatory assets, refers to that 
which can reasonably be expected or believed on the basis of available evidence or logic 

(continued…)
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also record a regulatory asset for the ARO expenses related to the decommissioning of 
the NPT Line in Account 182.3.  The instructions to Account 182.3 require that amounts 
deferred in this account are to be charged to expense concurrent with the recovery of the 
amounts in rates.  If rate recovery of all or part of the costs deferred in Account 182.3 is 
later disallowed, the disallowed amount shall be charged to Account 426.5, Other 
Deductions, in the year of disallowance.

C. Other Issues

1. Unused Capacity

a. Proposal

65. The TSA states that Northern Pass will make available to HQ Hydro firm 
transmission service on the NPT Line up to 1,200 MW, together with, on a non-firm 
basis, any additional transmission service that is incidental to the design, engineering, 
construction or operation of the NPT Line.  In addition, if HQ Hydro determines that the 
transmission capacity of the NPT Line exceeds HQ Hydro’s needs, the TSA states that 
HQ Hydro will offer to sell such unused capacity in accordance with applicable law, 
including Order No. 890.  Any capacity on the NPT Line not scheduled by HQ Hydro by 
the applicable scheduling deadline for the following day is to be made available for resale 
to third parties through an OASIS site.  The parties agree to jointly contract with 
independent, non-affiliated third parties for use of an OASIS site.87

b. Protest and Comments

66. NEPGA states that the TSA improperly interferes with future third-party 
transmission rights in contravention to the Commission’s May 22 Order and long-
standing policies under the FPA.  In particular, NEPGA argues that the parties to the TSA 
effectively claim a right to allow existing transmission capacity to lie fallow until HQ 
Hydro needs to use it,88 which, according to NEPGA, conflicts with Commission 

                                                                                                                                                 
but is neither certain nor proved.  Revisions to Uniform Systems of Accounts to Account 
for Allowances under the Clear Air Act Amendments of 1990 and Regulatory-Created 
Assets and Liabilities and to Form Nos. 1, 1-F, 2, and 2-A, Order No. 552, 62 FERC       
¶ 61,299 (1993) .

87 HQ Hydro Answer at 8.

88 NEPGA Protest at 5 (citing TSA §§ 7.1.3 and 10.1).
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precedent89 and section 211 of the FPA.  NEPGA asks the Commission to require 
Northern Pass to file, within 60 days of the receipt of a request for interconnection or 
transmission service, an OATT to provide for service to third parties.  It further seeks 
clarification that, in accordance with Aero Energy and the May 22 Order, HQ Hydro 
cannot retain its firm transmission rights over the line if such transmission capacity goes 
unused.

c. Answers

67. Northern Pass states in its answer that NEPGA misunderstands the provisions of 
the TSA governing the resale of unused transmission capacity.  Northern Pass clarifies 
that under section 10.1, Northern Pass has the right to determine on a going-forward basis 
if there is capacity available over the NPT Line that it does not need for its own use.  
Section 10.2 requires that, if HQ Hydro does not schedule transactions using the full 
transmission capacity of the NPT Line by the applicable ISO-NE scheduling deadline, the 
unused transmission capacity must be released for resale to third parties for daily and 
hourly transactions on the following day.  Such unused capacity must then be posted on 
an OASIS site for resale under section 10.3.  Thus, section 10 of the TSA provides for the 
mandatory posting and resale of unused transmission capacity over the NPT Line 
whenever HQ Hydro has not scheduled transactions using its full capacity rights, which is 
in compliance with the Commission’s directive in the May 22 Order that unused capacity 
be made available to third parties pursuant to Order No. 890. 

68. Northern Pass and HQ Hydro both argue that Aero Energy is inapposite, as that 
case involved unused firm transmission capacity, while here HQ Hydro has purchased the 
entire 1,200 MW of firm capacity on the line and has not generically reserved capacity 
for unknown future use or development.  Accordingly, unlike Aero Energy, the only 
potentially relevant resale issue in the instant case involves the resale obligation of the 
purchaser, HQ Hydro, and not any obligation that Northern Pass would have to sell 
transmission service on an open access basis.  HQ Hydro clarifies that its rights as a firm 
transmission customer under Order No. 890 to make business decisions as to when it may 
have excess capacity is preserved, while at the same time the ability of third parties to 
access capacity that is actually available and unused on any day or any hour is guaranteed 
to be handled in a fair and independent manner under the TSA.90

69. HQ Hydro responds  that NEPGA has misread the manner in which the TSA deals 
with unused capacity.  It states that, under Order No. 890’s open access principles, there 
                                             

89 See Aero Energy LLC, 116 FERC ¶ 61,149 (2006) (Aero Energy).

90 HQ Hydro Answer at 6.
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are no established standards by which a firm transmission customer must make the 
capacity for which it holds a firm service agreement (and for which it is paying full tariff 
amounts) available to other parties when it does not use all of its capacity.  Moreover, it 
notes that the TSA provides that any capacity that is unused by HQ Hydro during any 
hour of any day during the term of the TSA will be offered automatically to third parties 
by means of an OASIS posting, and the pricing of such capacity will be determined by 
independent third parties.  

d. Commission Determination

70. We find that the TSA does not improperly interfere with future third party 
transmission rights.  As discussed more fully below, HQ Hydro, as the entity participant-
funding the project, is permitted to receive priority rights to use the facility.  Furthermore, 
we find that the TSA properly commits to make available any unused transmission 
capacity.  

71. NEPGA’s first concern pertains to the availability to third parties of additional 
capacity that is incidental to the design, engineering, construction or operation of the 
NPT Line.  Specifically, NEPGA protests section 7 of the TSA, in which HQ Hydro 
retains the right of first refusal for any non-firm “incidental” capacity over the 1,200 MW 
of contracted capacity.91  As the Commission found in the May 22 Order, providing for 
participant funding of a transmission facility and, in return, receiving priority rights to 
use that facility is fully consistent with long-standing open access policies and does not 
constitute undue preference or discrimination.92  Therefore, we disagree that section 7 of 
the TSA contravenes Commission policy.  HQ Hydro, as the entity paying the costs of 
the project, may retain priority rights over the transmission capacity of the line, including 
the incidental capacity above the contracted capacity.  These priority rights do not 
constitute undue preference or discrimination.

72. NEPGA further protests the TSA’s treatment of unused capacity in the event that 
HQ Hydro’s 1,200 MW of capacity exceeds its needs.  On this issue, NEPGA has 
particular concern with section 10 of the TSA, which NEPGA argues will give HQ Hydro 
sole discretion in determining whether to offer to resell available capacity over the line 
                                             

91 Section 7.1.1 of the TSA states that Northern Pass will provide HQ Hydro    
with non-firm transmission service for any “incidental” transmission capacity above 
1,200 MW.  Section 7.1.3 of the TSA states that Northern Pass has no other obligation to 
provide transmission service other than to HQ Hydro for the contracted 1,200 MW of 
firm capacity and the non-firm incidental capacity above 1,200 MW.

92 May 22 Order, 127 FERC ¶ 61,179 at P 27.
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that exceeds its needs.93  We agree with NEPGA that any unused transmission capacity 
must be made available pursuant to the requirements of Order No. 890 and the ISO-NE 
OATT.  However, we disagree with NEPGA’s interpretation of the TSA in this regard.  
Section 10 of the TSA, as clarified in the answers of Northern Pass and HQ Hydro, 
provides that, while HQ Hydro will retain the discretion to determine whether it has 
unused capacity during the scheduling period, any capacity not scheduled by the 
applicable scheduling deadline must be offered for resale to third parties through 
OASIS.94  Thus, while HQ Hydro can make the initial business decision with respect to 
whether it should enter into bilateral agreements with third parties for capacity that it 
does not plan to use in the future, any capacity that is actually unscheduled by HQ-Hydro 
during any hour of any day during the term of the TSA will be offered automatically to 
third parties by means of an OASIS posting.  The TSA further requires Northern Pass and 
HQ Hydro to contract with independent, non-affiliated third parties for use of an OASIS 
site and to carry out capacity release functions for daily and hourly re-sales.95  We find 
that these provisions sufficiently ensure that all unused capacity will be made available 
pursuant to the relevant open access requirements. 

2. Rate Treatment for the NPT Line

a. Proposal

73. Northern Pass states that in order to interconnect the proposed HVDC Line with 
the bulk power system in New England in a reliable manner, it has determined (and HQ 
Hydro has agreed) that it must construct an approximately 40-mile, 345 kV, radial AC 
Line extending from the southern end of the HVDC Line to an existing PSNH substation.

74. With respect to the AC Line, Northern Pass states that the parties to the TSA have 
taken into consideration the possibility that ISO-NE may require certain modifications or 
reinforcements to AC network transmission facilities in New England in order to satisfy 
the requirements of Section I.3.9 of the ISO-NE Services Tariff.  Northern Pass maintains 
that this section requires ISO-NE to conduct an evaluation of the impacts of any new 

                                             
93 See Filing at App. A, Ex. No. NPT-100 at TSA §10.1 (“If and to the extent 

Purchaser determines from time to time, and in its sole discretion, that the transmission 
capacity available over the NPT Line exceeds Purchaser’s needs, Purchaser shall then 
offer to resell such unused capacity to third parties in accordance with Applicable       
Law . . . ”).

94 Id. at TSA §10.3.

95 Id.
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transmission facility rated 69 kV or above on the stability, reliability or operating 
characteristics of the network.  On October 13, 2010, Northern Pass filed an application 
with ISO-NE for review of the NPT Line under Section I.3.9.96  Northern Pass contends 
that, to the extent that ISO-NE determines that other AC upgrades are required, the TSA 
provides that HQ Hydro will be responsible for the costs thereof through the formula rate.  

b. Protest and Comments

75. NEPGA objects to Northern Pass’s and HQ Hydro’s proposal to treat the 40-mile 
radial 345 kV line as a PTF by ISO-NE and potentially include it in rolled-in regional 
rates.97  NEPGA states that Northern Pass is a participant-funded, radial transmission 
project and that neither the HVDC nor AC portion should be “considered an elective 
network upgrade or a [PTF] and would therefore not fit under existing ISO-NE OATT 
provisions.”

76. NEPGA maintains that while the TSA provisions provide an opportunity for HQ 
to request roll-in of a portion of the NPT Line costs into the pool-supported PTF, the 
ISO-NE OATT, Schedule 12 B(2) and the ISO-NE tariff definition very clearly state that 
this option does not exist.98

77. NEPGA asserts that TSA sections 8.6(b), (c), (e), and (f) are inconsistent with the 
ISO-NE Services Tariff provisions applicable to all other Elective Upgrade investments. 
According to NEPGA, the ISO-NE Services Tariff provides only one choice: Elective 
Transmission Upgrade costs are never rolled into Pool-Supported PTF costs and are 
allocated “to the entity or entities volunteering to make and pay for such Elective 

                                             
96 December 29 Order, 129 FERC ¶ 61,279 at P 48 (citing May 22 Order, 127 

FERC ¶ 61,179 at P 63).

97 See App. A, Ex. No. NPT-100 at TSA § 8.6(b).

98 ISO-NE OATT, Schedule 12 B(2) states in whole, “The cost for all Elective 
Transmission Upgrades shall not be included in the Pool-Supported PTF costs 
recoverable under this OATT, but shall be allocated solely to the entity or entities 
volunteering to make and pay for such Elective Transmission Upgrades.”  ISO-NE 
Services Tariff, Section I, definitions at 63.  Pool Supported PTF is defined as:  (i) PTF 
first placed in service prior to January 1, 2000; (ii) Generator Interconnection Related 
Upgrades with respect to Category A and B projects (as defined in Schedule 11), but only 
to the extent not paid for by the interconnecting Generator Owner; and (iii) other PTF 
upgrades, but only to the extent the costs therefore are determined to be Pool Supported 
PTF in accordance with Schedule 12.
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Transmission Upgrades.” In return, NEPGA maintains that the entity volunteering to 
make such payments receive the financial transmission rights created by such upgrades.  
NEPGA states that these sections of the TSA should be modified to be compliant with the 
ISO-NE Services Tariff.

c. Answers

78. Northern Pass argues that NEPGA has misconstrued the TSA.  Northern Pass 
states that the customer, HQ Hydro, will pay for all of the costs related to the project.99  It 
maintains that, as a radial facility necessary to interconnect the HVDC facilities with the 
regional network, the AC Line is part of the NPT Line and will be paid for by HQ Hydro 
under the TSA.  In addition, according to Northern Pass, HQ Hydro is responsible for the 
cost of any AC upgrades that ISO-NE determines to be necessary to reliably interconnect 
the NPT Line to the system pursuant to section I.3.9 of the ISO-NE Services Tariff.100

79. Northern Pass contends that the TSA has a 40-year term and that TSA section 8.6 
simply contemplates possible future circumstances where the parties may wish to request 
that ISO-NE include the AC Line in regional rates, if such an action would be appropriate 
under the ISO-NE OATT, and consistent with the cost recovery treatment of other PTF 
facilities in New England. 

80. Northern Pass asserts that section 8.6(b) is clear that including the AC Line in 
regional rates can occur only if the AC Line becomes a network transmission facility that 
is eligible to be categorized as PTF, and if ISO-NE then approves regional cost recovery 
for the AC Line.  If this change occurs, according to Northern Pass, then the TSA 
provides that it may transfer ownership of the PTF portion of the AC Line to its affiliate, 
PSNH.  In connection with any such transfer of ownership to PSNH, Northern Pass states 
it would enter into an agreement with PSNH under which Northern Pass would pay all of 
PSNH’s costs and expenses associated with the transferred facilities and it would recover 
these payments under the TSA formula rate; HQ Hydro would then be able to ask the 
owner of the AC Line to submit a request to ISO-NE that the AC Line should be included 
in regional rates.

81. Northern Pass emphasizes that section 8.6 does not confer unilateral cost inclusion 
rights on Northern Pass, PSNH, or HQ Hydro, acting individually or collectively, because 
it recognizes that ISO-NE would make the ultimate determination on regional cost 
allocation if future system upgrades create a circumstance where the AC Line becomes a 

                                             
99 See December 29 Order, 129 FERC ¶ 61,279 at P 3.

100 Filing at 5, 7-8, 19-20.
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network facility providing a regional benefit.  Northern Pass maintains that if ISO-NE 
determined that roll-in would be appropriate, the AC Line would be treated like all other 
network transmission facilities paid for by load, and HQ Hydro would no longer be 
entitled to congestion revenues associated with deliveries over the applicable network 
facilities.  Northern Pass states that, at this time, whether ISO-NE will make a future 
determination that roll-in of the AC Line’s costs would be appropriate, the circumstances 
upon which such a determination would be made, or even whether NEPGA in the future 
would object to such a future determination, are not known.  However, according to HQ 
Hydro, the TSA must contemplate changes that may occur over a 40-plus year period, 
and it maintains that the purpose of this section from its standpoint is not to propose a 
roll-in of costs, but to ensure that the its rights, relating to this line, are at all times 
aligned with its cost responsibilities.

d. Commission Determination

82. We find that it is premature for parties to contest whether the cost of the AC Line 
or any upgrade will be rolled into regional rates.  At present, HQ Hydro is responsible for 
all costs associated with the NPT Line, and there will be no impact on the rates for 
transmission service under the ISO-NE OATT.  To be rolled into regional rates, ISO-NE 
must first determine that the cost of the line or any upgrades should receive regional rate 
treatment.  If ISO-NE makes this determination and parties object to rolling the costs of 
the project into the regional rates, they can raise those concerns at that time.  For these 
reasons, we accept Northern Pass’s rate treatment for the NPT Line.  Therefore, we reject 
NEPGA’s protest on this issue.

3. Access to Information on Possible Greater Boston Area 
Upgrades

83. NEPGA alleges that prior knowledge by NU and NSTAR of the preferred 
Reliability Upgrades to address North Shore/Boston Massachusetts reliability needs, 
including a new 345kV line from Scobie, New Hampshire to Tewksbury, Massachusetts, 
together with related upgrades, may have improperly affected the TSA negotiations. 
NEPGA states that this knowledge may have benefited the Northern Pass TSA 
negotiations, as well as HQ Hydro’s willingness to pay a premium ROE under the TSA
and the valuation of such a premium.

84. NEPGA requests that the Commission direct ISO-NE to provide an exceptionally 
high level of scrutiny to any determinations that the Scobie-Tewksbury line and related 
Reliability Upgrades are truly necessary, and that they represent the best, least-cost 
solutions to local problems independent of Northern Pass.  NEPGA asks the Commission 
to allocate any regionally-socialized transmission costs requested by Northern Pass to the 
benefiting transmission owner and not to the region as a whole.
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85. Northern Pass answers that these arguments have no merit.  Northern Pass states 
that NU and NSTAR have not transferred non-public information regarding the Scobie-
Tewksbury upgrades to HQ Hydro.  Northern Pass also responds to NEPGA that the NPT 
Line and the Scobie-Tewksbury upgrades are independent projects that are being 
considered separately by ISO-NE.

86. HQ Hydro answers that NEPGA’s claim has no merit, because the Scobie-
Tewksbury line has been the subject of discussion multiple times since at least 2008 in 
meetings open to all ISO-NE stakeholders.  These meetings were held by the Planning 
Advisory Committee of ISO-NE as part of its regional planning process. HQ Hydro 
states that it participates in this process and received information at the same time as 
other stakeholders.

87. ISO-NE responds to NEPGA’s claim and states that the Reliability Upgrades were 
developed in an open and transparent manner that included several presentations to the 
Planning Advisory Committee and inclusion of the Reliability Upgrades in the ISO-NE 
Regional System Plan.  ISO-NE states that it has been studying the need for upgrades in 
the Greater Boston area for years and has been working through the open and transparent 
stakeholder process.  Through this process, ISO-NE states that it has identified potential 
transmission solutions, including the Scobie to Tewksbury upgrades.  ISO-NE notes that 
a discussion of the potential solutions, including the Scobie to Tewksbury upgrades, was 
presented at the March 18, 2010 Planning Advisory Committee meeting attended by 
numerous market participants, including many NEPGA members and other potential 
developers.  ISO-NE further states that the December 16, 2010 Planning Advisory 
Committee presentation that NEPGA references in its protest as the first revelation of the 
Scobie to Tewksbury project was actually an update from the March 18, 2010 Planning 
Advisory Committee meeting, which showed the Scobie to Tewksbury option as the 
“preliminary preferred” option for technical, feasibility, and cost reasons.  ISO-NE states
that it expects to present a finalized solution addressing all the needs identified in the 
Greater Boston Needs Assessment to the Planning Advisory Committee by the end of 
2011.

88. In response to NEPGA’s claim that the reliability need for the Scobie to 
Tewskbury line is tied to the proposed NPT Line, ISO-NE provides that the Scobie to 
Tewksbury line is designed to address specific reliability needs identified in the planning
process. The reliability needs identified in the Greater Boston Needs Assessment are in 
response to violations of NERC, NPCC, and ISO-NE criteria and that these violations are 
independent and completely separate from the NPT Line.

89. The Commission denies NEPGA’s request to direct ISO-NE to provide an 
exceptionally high level of scrutiny to any determinations for the Scobie-Tewksbury line 
and to order any specific allocation of costs because NEPGA has failed to provide 
enough information to warrant such a direction from the Commission.  Northern Pass,
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HQ Hydro, and ISO-NE all provide factual support disputing the allegations made by 
NEPGA.  Further, HQ Hydro affirmatively states that it received information at the same 
time as other stakeholders.  

4. Environmental Review

90. Meriden Hill contends that the NPT Line will adversely affect its members’ use 
and enjoyment of their properties, and that construction of the NPT Line would create 
adverse environmental impacts.  Meriden Hill asks the Commission to consider the 
impact this project will have on the environment surrounding the project with the 
understanding that environmental review is being conducted as part of the Presidential 
Permitting process with the DOE.

91. In its answer, Northern Pass argues that the Commission has consistently, and 
properly, found that environmental issues are outside the scope of FPA section 205 
proceedings.101

92. We agree with Northern Pass that the environmental issues raised by Meriden Hill 
are outside the scope of our review of the TSA.102  Therefore, the Commission declines to 
consider the environmental concerns raised by Meriden Hill here.

5. Issues Related to Hydro-Québec

93. Meriden Hill requests that the Commission hold hearings and permit discovery 
with respect to certain issues related to Hydro-Québec’s status as a foreign corporation,
including possible foreign control of eminent domain power, ability to set prices, and a 
lack of jurisdiction by the Commission.

94. HQ Hydro answers that Meriden Hill’s comments lack support, misunderstand or 
mischaracterize the TSA, and misrepresent the issues properly before the Commission.  
First, HQ Hydro states that it is a U.S. corporation established to market electric power 
and related products in wholesale electric markets in the United States, and therefore it is 
subject to the same jurisdiction as any other jurisdictional power marketers.  Second, HQ 
Hydro proposes to sell almost all of its power into the organized markets in ISO-NE.  
Third, HQ Hydro states that it is the transmission customer under the proposed TSA, and 

                                             
101 Northern Pass Answer at 16.

102 See, e.g., Monongahela Power Co., 39 FERC ¶ 61,350, at 62,096 (1987) 
(noting that Congress has not granted the Commission authority to reject rate filings on 
environmental grounds).
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is no different than any other long-term, firm transmission customer under the 
Commission’s open access rules.

95. Northern Pass answers that none of the concerns raised by Meriden Hill are 
relevant to the justness and reasonableness of Northern Pass’s sale of transmission 
services under the TSA.  Northern Pass also states that the Commission has never 
attempted to limit the ability of foreign entities to sell power competitively into the 
United States, and the Presidential Permit process demonstrates that there is no executive 
or legislative policy in opposition to such sales.

96. We agree with both Northern Pass and HQ Hydro that the issues raised by 
Meriden Hill lack merit and misunderstand the structure of the proposal, the 
identification of the parties to the TSA, and the Commission’s jurisdiction over the 
parties.  For these reasons, we decline to set these issues for hearing.  

The Commission orders:

The TSA is hereby accepted for filing, effective February 14, 2011, as discussed in 
the body of this order.

By the Commission.

( S E A L )

Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr.,
Deputy Secretary.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ONE ASHBURTON PLACE 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02108 

 
(617) 727-2200 

MARTHA COAKLEY       (617) 727-4765 TTY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL  www.mass.gov/ago                                

         
       

July 31, 2014 
 
 
Via Electronic Filing 

The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
RE:  Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, et. al. v. Bangor 

Hydro-Electric Company, et. al., Docket No. EL14-____-000  

Dear Secretary Bose: 

Pursuant to sections 206 and 306 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 824e 
and 825e, and Rule 206 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 18 C.F.R. 
§ 385.206, the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Connecticut 
Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric 
Company, New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc., Massachusetts Department of 
Public Utilities, New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission, George Jepsen, Attorney 
General of the State of Connecticut, Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel, Maine 
Office of the Public Advocate, New Hampshire Office of the Consumer Advocate, Rhode 
Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers, Vermont Department of Public Service, 
Associated Industries of Massachusetts, The Energy Consortium, Power Options, Inc., 
Western Massachusetts Industrial Group, Environment Northeast, National Consumer 
Law Center, the Greater Boston Real Estate Board, and the Industrial Energy Consumer 
Group (collectively, the “Complainants”) hereby file a complaint against Bangor Hydro-
Electric Company; Central Maine Power Company; New England Power Company d/b/a 
National Grid; New Hampshire Transmission LLC d/b/a NextEra; NSTAR Electric 
Company; Northeast Utilities Service Company, on behalf of its operating company 
affiliates: The Connecticut Light and Power Company, Western Massachusetts Electric 
Company, and Public Service Company of New Hampshire; The United Illuminating 
Company; Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. and Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company; 
and Vermont Transco, LLC (collectively, “New England Transmission Owners”) seeking 
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an order to reduce the return on equity used in calculating formula rates for transmission 
service under the ISO-NE Open Access Transmission Tariff. 

Please find the following materials attached: 

• Complaint; 

• Exhibit CPL-1: Testimony of J. Randall Woolridge; 

• Exhibit CPL-2: Service List; and 

• Exhibit CPL-3: Form of Notice. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
/s/ Christina H. Belew 

 Christina H. Belew 
 Jesse S. Reyes  
 Assistant Attorney General  

Massachusetts Attorney General  
Office of Ratepayer Advocacy  
One Ashburton Place  
Boston, MA 02108  
Tel:  (617) 963-2380 
Email: Christina.belew@state.ma.us 

 
 
 
cc: service list 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Attorney General of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts,

Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority,

Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric
Company,

New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.,

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities,

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission,

George Jepsen, Attorney General of the State of
Connecticut,

Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel,

Maine Office of the Public Advocate,

New Hampshire Office of the Consumer
Advocate,

Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and
Carriers,

Vermont Department of Public Service,

Associated Industries of Massachusetts,

The Energy Consortium,

Power Options, Inc.

Western Massachusetts Industrial Group

Environment Northeast,

National Consumer Law Center,

Greater Boston Real Estate Board

and

Industrial Energy Consumer Group,

Complainants,

v.

Bangor Hydro-Electric Company,

Central Maine Power Company,

New England Power Company

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
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d/b/a National Grid,

New Hampshire Transmission LLC d/b/a NextEra,

Northeast Utilities Service Company, on behalf of
its operating company affiliates: The Connecticut
Light and Power Company, Western
Massachusetts Electric Company, and Public
Service Company of New Hampshire,

NSTAR Electric Company,

The United Illuminating Company,

Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. and Fitchburg Gas and
Electric Light Company, and

Vermont Transco, LLC,

Respondents.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

(filed July 31, 2014)

COMPLAINT OF INDICATED COMPLAINANTS
CHALLENGING THE NEW ENGLAND TRANSMISSION OWNERS’ RETURN

ON EQUITY

Pursuant to Sections 206 and 306 of the Federal Power Act (“FPA”)1 and Rule

206 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission (“Commission” or “FERC”),2 Attorney General of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts, Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, Massachusetts

Municipal Wholesale Electric Company, New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.,

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities, New Hampshire Public Utilities

Commission, George Jepsen, Attorney General of the State of Connecticut, Connecticut

Office of Consumer Counsel, Maine Office of the Public Advocate, New Hampshire

Office of the Consumer Advocate, Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers,

1 16 U.S.C. §§ 824e and 825e.
2 18 C.F.R. § 385.206 (“Rule 206”).
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Vermont Department of Public Service, Associated Industries of Massachusetts, The

Energy Consortium, Power Options, Inc., Western Massachusetts Industrial Group,

Environment Northeast, National Consumer Law Center, the Greater Boston Real Estate

Board, and the Industrial Energy Consumer Group (“IECG”) (collectively, the

“Complainants”) hereby file this complaint against Bangor Hydro-Electric Company

(“BHE”); Central Maine Power Company (“CMP”); New England Power Company d/b/a

National Grid; New Hampshire Transmission LLC d/b/a NextEra (“NHT”); NSTAR

Electric Company (“NSTAR”); Northeast Utilities Service Company (“NUSCO”), on

behalf of its operating company affiliates: The Connecticut Light and Power Company

(“CL&P”), Western Massachusetts Electric Company (“WMECO”), and Public Service

Company of New Hampshire (“PSNH”); The United Illuminating Company (“UI”);

Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. and Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company (“Unitil”);

and Vermont Transco, LLC (“Vermont Transco”) (collectively, “Respondents”) seeking

an order to reduce the return on equity (“ROE”) used in calculating formula rates for

transmission service under the ISO-NE Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”).3

As discussed below, and as the Commission has recently made plain, the ROEs

currently reflected in the ISO-NE OATT formula rates are unjust and unreasonable: the

Base ROE of 11.14% exceeds the cost of equity, and the Combined ROEs (Base plus

3 The OATT is Section II of ISO-NE Inc. Transmission, Markets and Services Tariff, FERC Tariff No. 3
(“ISO Tariff”).  The NETOs are the real parties in interest, but transmission charges are collected
through the ISO Tariff.  ISO New England Inc. (“ISO-NE” or “ISO”) was included as a named
Respondent to the Complaint filed initiating Docket No. EL11-66, but was subsequently dismissed by
the Commission in the Order setting Docket No. EL11-66 for hearing. Coakley v. Bangor Hydro-
Elec. Co., 139 FERC ¶ 61,090, P 23 (2012) (“we agree with ISO-NE that, with regard to the ROE at
issue, ISO-NE is the billing agent for the New England TOs, not the beneficiary. The New England
TOs are the true parties in interest for purposes of this proceeding.”).  Given that finding, we have not
named the ISO as a Respondent in this proceeding.
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incentive adders) exceed the range of permissible incentive ROEs. The Complainants

request that the Commission: (1) institute an investigation into the ROEs and establish

just and reasonable equity return to be reflected in rates for transmission service provided

by the Respondents under the ISO-NE OATT; (2) establish the earliest possible refund

effective date (i.e., the date of this Complaint), consistent with Commission policy; and

(3) direct ISO-NE to make refunds for the difference, with interest, between transmission

rates reflecting the ROEs currently on file and rates reflecting just and reasonable ROEs.

I. COMMUNICATIONS

All correspondence and communications to the Complainants in this docket

should be addressed to the following individuals, whose names should be entered on the

official service list4 maintained by the Secretary in connection with these proceedings:

On behalf of the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

Jesse S. Reyes
Christina Belew
Assistant Attorneys General
Massachusetts Attorney General
Office of Ratepayer Advocacy
One Ashburton Place
Boston, MA 02108-1598
Tel: (617) 727-2200
Email: jesse.reyes@state.ma.us

christina.belew@state.ma.us

On behalf of Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority:

Robert Luysterborghs
Principal Attorney
State of Connecticut

4 The Complainants request a waiver of Rule 203(b)(3) to allow the inclusion of more than two persons
on the official service list on the grounds that the Complainants comprise separate parties, each
represented by their own counsel.
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Public Utilities Regulatory Authority
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860) 827-2742
Email: robert.luysterborghs@po.state.ct.us

Scott H. Strauss
David Pomper
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
Email: scott.strauss@spiegelmcd.com

david.pomper@spiegelmcd.com

On behalf of MMWEC:

Michael Lynch
Gary Will
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company
P.O. Box 426, Moody Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
Tel: (413) 589-0141
Fax: (413) 589-1585
Email: mlynch@mmwec.org

gwill@mmwec.org

Jeffrey A. Schwarz
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
Email: jeffrey.schwarz@spiegelmcd.com

On behalf of the New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.:

Stephen E. Kaminski
Vice President, Power Resources and Access
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.
579 Tenney Mountain Highway
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Plymouth, NH 03264-3154
Tel: (603) 536-8655
Fax: (603) 536-8682
Email: kaminski@nhec.com

Jeffrey A. Schwarz
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
Email: jeffrey.schwarz@spiegelmcd.com

On behalf of the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities:

Thomas E. Bessette
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities
One South Station, Fifth Floor
Boston, MA 02110
Tel:  617-305-3500
Fax:  617-345-9103
E-mail:Thomas.Bessette@state.ma.us

On behalf of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission:

Alexander F. Speidel
Staff Attorney
N.H. Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, NH  03301
Tel: (603) 271-6016
Email: alexander.speidel@puc.nh.gov

On behalf of the Office of the Connecticut Attorney General:

John S. Wright
Michael C. Wertheimer
Assistant Attorneys General
Office of the Connecticut Attorney General
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860) 827-2620
Fax: (860) 827-2893
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Email: john.wright@ct.gov
michael.wertheimer@ct.gov

On behalf of the Office of the Connecticut Consumer Counsel:

Joseph A. Rosenthal
Principal Attorney
State of Connecticut
Office of Consumer Counsel
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860)827-2906
Email: joseph.rosenthal@ct.gov

On behalf of the Maine Office of the Public Advocate:

Agnes Gormley
Senior Counsel
Maine Office of the Public Advocate
112 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0112
Tel: (207) 287-2445
Email: Agnes.gormley@maine.gov

On behalf of the New Hampshire Office of the Consumer Advocate:

Susan W. Chamberlin, Esq.
Consumer Advocate
New Hampshire Office of the Consumer Advocate
21 S. Friut St. Suite 18
Concord, NH 03301-2441
Email: Susan.Chamberlin@oca.nh.gov

On behalf of the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers:

Leo J. Wold
Assistant Attorney General
Rhode Island Attorney General
150 South Main Street
Providence, RI 02903
Tel: (401) 274-4400, ext. 2218
Email: lwold@riag.ri.gov

On behalf of the Vermont Department of Public Service:
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Edward McNamara
Regional Policy Director
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620
Tel: (802) 828-4007
Email: ed.mcnamara@state.vt.us

On behalf of the Associated Industries of Massachusetts:

Robert A. Rio, Esq.
Senior Vice President and Counsel
Associated Industries of Massachusetts
One Beacon Street
16th Floor, Boston
MA 02110
Tel: (617) 488-8321
Fax: (617) 488-8308
Email: rrio@aimnet.org

On behalf of The Energy Consortium:

Roger Borghesani
Chairman
The Energy Consortium
25 Hastings Road
Lexington, MA 02421-6807
Tel: (781) 862-0888
Email: rogerborghesani@gmail.com

On behalf of PowerOptions, Inc.:

Cynthia Arcate
President & CEO
PowerOptions, Inc.
129 South Street- 5th Floor
Boston, MA 02111
Tel: (617) 428-4258
Email: CArcate@poweroptions.org

On behalf of the Western Massachusetts Industrial Group:
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Patricia Begrowicz
Chair
Western Massachusetts Industrial Group
c/o Onyx Specialty Papers, Inc.
40 Willow Street
PO Box 188
South Lee, MA 01260-0188
Tel: (413) 243-5451
Fax: (413) 243-4602
Email: pbegrowicz@onyxpapers.com

On behalf of Environment Northeast:

Mark LeBel
Staff Attorney
Environment Northeast
101 Tremont Street, Suite 401
Boston, MA 02108
Tel: (617) 742-0054, ext. 104
Email: mlebel@env-ne.org

On behalf of the National Consumer Law Center:

Charles Harak, Esq.
National Consumer Law Center
7 Winthrop Sq.
Boston, MA 02110
Tel: (617) 542-8010
Email: charak@nclc.org

On behalf of the Greater Boston Real Estate Board:

Gregory Vasil
Chief Executive Officer
Greater Boston Real Estate Board
One Center Plaza
Mezzanine Suite
Boston, MA 02108
Tel: (617) 423-8700
Fax: (617) 338-2600
Email: Gvasil@GBREB.com

On behalf of the Industrial Energy Consumer Group:
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Donald J. Sipe, Esq.
Preti Flaherty Beliveau & Pachios, LLP
P.O. Box 1058
45 Memorial Circle
Augusta, ME 04332
Tel: 207-623-5300
Fax: (207) 623-2914
Email: dsipe@preti.com

II. THE PARTIES

A. Complainants

1. The Massachusetts Attorney General is the chief legal officer of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is authorized by common law and by statute to

institute such proceedings before state and federal courts, tribunals and commissions as she

may deem to be in the public interest.5 The Massachusetts Attorney General is further

authorized by statute to intervene on behalf of Massachusetts ratepayers in proceedings

before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.6

2. The Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory Authority (“CT PURA”) is

the state public utility commission charged inter alia with regulating electric and gas

companies and setting retail rates for electricity and gas used within the state. CT PURA,

like the FERC, must balance the interests of utilities providing electricity and gas services

with ratepayers who must pay a fair price. CT PURA is also charged with ensuring that

there is adequate and reliable gas and electricity service in Connecticut. CT PURA is

authorized by General Statutes of Connecticut § 16-6a to participate in proceedings

5 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 12, § 10; Feeney v. Commonwealth, 366 N.E.2d 1262, 1266 (Mass. 1977); Sec.
of Admin. and Fin. v. Attorney Gen., 326 N.E.2d 334, 338 (Mass. 1975).

6 Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 12, § 11E.
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before federal agencies and courts on matters affecting utility services rendered or to be

rendered in Connecticut.

3. MMWEC is a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts and a Participant in the New England Power Pool (“NEPOOL”) engaged,

inter alia, in the procurement and development of bulk power supply resources for its

twenty (20) municipally-owned electric system members and others. See Mass. St. 1975,

c. 775.  In the exercise of its statutory powers, MMWEC acquires electric energy and

ancillary services from the wholesale markets administered by the ISO.

4. New Hampshire Electric Cooperative Inc. (“NHEC”) is a consumer-

owned electric distribution cooperative that provides retail electric distribution service to

all of its more than 80,000 member-consumer accounts located in nine of New

Hampshire’s ten counties.  NHEC is a Participant in the New England Power Pool, and a

purchaser in New England wholesale markets.

5. The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities is the agency of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts charged with general regulatory supervision over gas

and electric companies in Massachusetts and has jurisdiction to regulate rates or charges

for the sale of electric energy and natural gas to consumers.  Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 164,

§ 76 et seq.  The Mass DPU is a state commission as defined by 16 U.S.C. § 796(15) and

18 C.F.R. § 1.101(k) and is therefore authorized to intervene in proceedings before

FERC.

6. The NHPUC is the state agency charged under New Hampshire law with

the general supervision of all public utilities in the state.  N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. §§ 362:2
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and 374:3.  The NHPUC is also empowered to confer or cooperate with other state and

federal agencies on matters relating to its supervision of utilities.  Id. at § 363:18.  The

NHPUC is further granted authority under New Hampshire law to investigate all existing

or proposed interstate rates, fares, charges, classifications and related rules and

regulations where any act thereunder may take place within the state.  Id. at § 363:22-23.

The NHPUC is therefore, a “state commission” as defined by Commission regulations.

18 C.F.R. § 1.101(k).

7. The Connecticut Attorney General (“CT AG”) is an elected Constitutional

Officer empowered to represent the interests of the people of the State of Connecticut and

the State of Connecticut. Conn. Const., Amend. I; Conn. Gen. Stat. § 3-125; Comm’n on

Special Revenue v. Freedom of Info. Comm’n, 174 Conn. 308, 319 (1978). The CT AG’s

responsibilities include participation in various types of proceedings to protect the State,

its citizens, and the public interest, and assuring the enforcement of a variety of laws of

the State of Connecticut, including Connecticut’s Unfair Trade Practices Act and

Antitrust Act, so as to promote the benefits of competition and to assure the protection of

Connecticut’s consumers from anti-competitive abuses. The CT AG’s participation here

as a complainant is in furtherance of these responsibilities.

8. The Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel is an independent agency of

the State of Connecticut and is the statutory advocate for Connecticut consumers in utility

matters (including the electric industry).

9. The Maine Office of the Public Advocate is charged by Maine statute to

represent the interests of consumers of utility services pursuant to Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit.
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35-A, § 1701 et seq. and is authorized to intervene in federal proceedings “in which the

subject matter of the action affects the consumers of any utility . . . doing business in this

state.” Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 35-A, § 1702(5).

10. The NH OCA is an independent agency of the State of New Hampshire

that is charged by statute with representing the interests of residential customers of

regulated utilities, including customers of electric utilities. See NH RSA 363:28.

11. The Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (along with the

Public Utilities Commission) maintains “the exclusive power and authority to supervise,

regulate, and make orders governing the conduct of companies offering to the public in

intrastate commerce energy . . . for the purpose of increasing and maintaining the

efficiency of the companies, according desirable safeguards and convenience to their

employees and to the public, and protecting them and the public against improper and

unreasonable rates, tolls and charges . . . . ” R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-1-1(c).  Moreover,

pursuant to Rhode Island law, the Division is statutorily mandated to represent the

interests of Rhode Island consumers in proceedings before the Commission. R.I. Gen.

Laws § 39-1-29 provides: “The administrator shall represent the state in proceedings

before agencies of the federal government on all matters affecting public utility services

rendered or to be rendered in this state . . . . ” R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-1-29 additionally

requires specific participation by the Division in proceedings affecting or relating to

regional transmission issues in an effort to promote the “coordination of power systems

to achieve low . . . transmission costs and possible regionalization of regulation.”
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12. The Vermont Department of Public Service is the state of Vermont’s

public advocate and has an affirmative duty, pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 2(b) to protect the

interests of Vermont consumers in securing reliable, safe, reasonably priced power

consistent with applicable state and federal statutes.

13. The Associated Industries of Massachusetts (AIM) is an organization of

Massachusetts companies representing more than 5,000 employers in both the

manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors in the Commonwealth. AIM was founded

in 1915 and has since sought to advocate positive public policy decisions to promote a

vibrant and expanding economy, and retain and expand job opportunities in

Massachusetts. AIM has participated in the development of numerous energy policies in

Massachusetts and the New England region, as well as being a full participant in many

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities rate proceedings.

14. The Energy Consortium (TEC) is a non-profit association of commercial,

industrial, and institutional organizations which are large energy users in Massachusetts,

concerned with electricity and natural gas regulatory matters for over 39 years. It

advocates positions that promote fair cost-based energy rates, diversified supplies and

reliable service for its member organizations, their employees and all Massachusetts

ratepayers. TEC has participated in numerous forums where significant state and regional

energy policy was discussed and decisions made. It has also participated in numerous

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities rate cases over the past four decades.

15. Power Options, Inc. is a not-for-profit energy purchasing consortium

formed in 1996 to assist nonprofit organizations and government entities in the
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Its over 500 nonprofit members include hospitals and

healthcare systems, colleges and universities, community and human service agencies, K-

12 public and private schools, museums, as well as municipalities and housing

authorities, which collectively have approximately 215 MWs of peak load, or about 5%

of the competitive load in the state.

16. The Western Massachusetts Industrial Group (WMIG) is a coalition of

companies with manufacturing facilities in the western part of the Commonwealth.

WMIG's mission is to advocate for fair and equitable electricity rate structures, and to

encourage administrative, legislative and regulatory bodies to actively pursue utility rate

policies that preserve the existing industrial and economic base and related employment,

and promote further economic growth in Massachusetts. WMIG's members are large

users of electricity and natural gas. WMIG has participated in regional discussions about

energy supply, reliability and cost, as well as intervening in Massachusetts Department of

Public Utilities rate proceedings.

17. ENE (Environment Northeast) is a nonprofit organization that researches

and advocates innovative policies that tackle our environmental challenges while

promoting sustainable economies. ENE is at the forefront of efforts to combat global

warming with solutions that promote energy efficiency, clean energy, clean air, and

healthy forests. ENE is an end-user member of NEPOOL and advocates for transmission

planning and transmission cost allocation reforms that promote the development of

cleaner energy resources, utilize the existing wires efficiently, and support investments in

energy efficiency and demand-side energy resources in a fair and equitable way.
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Transmission rates in New England directly affect ENE's policy work and its interest as

an end user in the New England region.

18. NCLC, which has its main office in Boston, Massachusetts, is a nonprofit

advocacy organization that seeks to build economic security for low-income and other

economically disadvantaged households. For over 40 years, NCLC has had a strong focus

on energy and utility issues, with the goal of making sure that low-income families obtain

the energy services (electricity and gas) they need to heat, cool, and light their homes.

NCLC is a customer of NSTAR Electric and its cost of electricity—and the cost of

electricity for New England area low-income consumers on whose behalf it advocates—

is directly affected by the transmission rates charged by the New England Transmission

Owners under the ISO-NE Open Access Transmission Tariff.

19. The Greater Boston Real Estate Board (GBREB) is an association founded

in 1889 with more than 8,000 members engaged in all sectors of the real estate industry.

GBREB is a local board of the National Association of Realtors® (the largest trade

association in North America), Building Owners and Management Association

International and the National Apartment Association. GBREB has engaged in advocacy

around energy issues for years at the municipal, state and regional levels of government,

including participation in proceedings before the Massachusetts Department of Public

Utilities on rates, rate structure and design.

20. The Industrial Energy Consumer Group is a non-profit Maine trade

association formed for the purpose of representing the interests of industrial energy

consumers before regulatory and legislative bodies. Electricity is a significant
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component of the production costs of each company and substantially affects each

company’s position in the market. The IECG was the first End Use member of the New

England Power Pool (NEPOOL) and has intervened in multiple Commission proceedings

on issues affecting the New England electricity market.

B. Respondents

21. The Respondents are owners of transmission facilities in the New England

region, the operation of which is overseen by ISO-NE pursuant to the ISO-NE OATT.

The TOs recover their transmission revenue requirements for regional and local service

pursuant to provisions of the ISO-NE OATT, as described above.  Under Article 3 of the

Transmission Operating Agreement (“TOA”) between the ISO-NE and the TOs, the

Respondents retain authority to make filings relating to their revenue requirements.  ISO-

NE collects the TO revenue requirements and disburses these monies to the TOs in

accordance with the governing tariffs and agreements.  Accordingly, the Respondents are

the real parties in interest for purposes of this Complaint.7

22. BHE, a Maine corporation, is an electric utility primarily engaged in the

transmission and distribution of electric energy and related services in Maine.  It is an

indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Emera, Inc., a publicly-traded utility holding company

headquartered in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada.  BHE has a principal place of business of

970 Illinois Avenue (P.O. Box 932), Bangor, Maine 04401.

7 See, e.g., NSTAR Elec. & Gas Corp. v. FERC, 481 F.3d 794, 803-804 (D.C. Cir. 2007); NRG Power
Mktg., Inc. v. N.Y. Ind. Sys. Operator, Inc., 91 FERC ¶ 61,346, 62,165 (2000).
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23. CMP, a Maine corporation, is an electric transmission and distribution

utility operating in Maine.  CMP has a principal place of business of 83 Edison Drive,

Augusta, Maine 04336. CMP is a subsidiary of Iberdrola USA, which in turn is a

wholly-owned subsidiary of Iberdrola S.A., a corporation organized under the laws of the

Kingdom of Spain.

24. CL&P, PSNH, and WMECO are public utility subsidiaries of Northeast

Utilities Service Company (“NUSCO”), a Massachusetts business trust and public utility

holding company.  The transmission facilities are owned by CL&P, PSNH, and WMECO

and are used to provide Regional Network Service and Local Network Service under the

ISO-NE OATT.  NUSCO has a principal place of business at 107 Selden Street, Berlin,

Connecticut 06037.

25. New England Power Company is a transmission operating subsidiary of

National Grid, a public utility holding company.  National Grid’s subsidiaries,

Narragansett and Massachusetts Electric Company have entered into Integrated Facilities

Agreements with NEP pursuant to which costs of all National Grid transmission facilities

in New England are combined for recovery from transmission customers under the

ISO-NE OATT.  National Grid has a principal place of business at 40 Sylvan Road,

Waltham, Massachusetts 02451.

26. NSTAR Electric Company is a public utility subsidiary of Northeast

Utilities, a registered holding company, and owns and operates transmission facilities in

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  NSTAR has a principal place of business at 800

Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02199.
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27. UI is a wholly-owned subsidiary of UIL Holdings Corporation and is

engaged in the purchase, transmission, distribution, and sale of electricity for residential,

commercial, and industrial purposes in Connecticut.  UI has a principal place of business

at 157 Church Street (P.O. Box 1564), New Haven, Connecticut 06506.

28. Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. and Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light

Company are wholly-owned subsidiaries of Unitil Corporation, a public utility holding

company.  Unitil has a principal place of business at 6 Liberty Lane West, Hampton, New

Hampshire 03842.

29. NHT, a Delaware limited liability company, is a wholly-owned subsidiary

of U.S. Transmission Holdings, LLC (“USTH”), which in turn is a wholly-owned

subsidiary of FPL Group Resources, LLC (“FPL Group Resources”). FPL Group

Resources is a wholly-owned subsidiary of FPL Group Capital Inc. (“FPL Group

Capital”), which in turn is a wholly-owned subsidiary of FPL Group. FPL Group Capital

also owns NextEra Energy Resources, LLC (“NextEra”) (f/k/a FPL Energy, LLC).

NextEra was formed in 1998 to aggregate FPL Group’s existing merchant power

businesses.  NextEra owns, develops, constructs, manages and operates independent

power projects that sell energy, capacity, and ancillary services in a number of domestic

electricity markets outside of Florida. NHT has a principal place of business at 700

Universe Boulevard, Juno Beach, Florida 33408.
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30. Vermont Transco is a Vermont limited liability corporation that owns high

voltage electric transmission facilities in Vermont.8 Vermont Transco has a principal

place of business at 366 Pinnacle Ridge Road, Rutland, VT.

III. INTRODUCTION

31. The instant complaint is being filed for two reasons.  First, as shown in the

attached affidavit and supporting exhibits of Dr. J. Randall Woolridge, application of

current financial information to the Commission’s newly-adopted, two-stage discounted

cash flow (DCF) methodology demonstrates that the appropriate Base ROE for the

NETOs is 8.84% (the median of the proxy group) or, alternatively, no more than 9.44%

(the midpoint) and the Combined ROE (Base ROE plus incentive adders) should be

capped at 12.54%.  Dr. Woolridge’s analysis is evidence that the NETOs’ current 11.14%

Base ROE is unjust and unreasonable, as is the Combined ROE of any NETO that

exceeds 12.54% for any transmission facility or project. Second, the Commission

recently determined in Opinion No. 531 that, pending the results of a paper hearing on

one component of the DCF formula, the “tentative” just and reasonable base ROE for

New England is 10.57%.9 The Commission likewise determined that the top end of the

8 On June 30, 2006, Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. (“VELCO”) contributed substantially all
of its operating assets to Vermont Transco, in exchange for 2.4 million Class A Membership Units
and Vermont Transco’s assumption of VELCO’s debt. Vermont Transco is governed by an Amended
and Restated Operating Agreement by and among VELCO, Green Mountain Power Corporation
(“GMP”), Central Vermont Public Service Corporation (“CVPS”) and most of Vermont’s other
electric utilities (the “Vermont Transco Operating Agreement”).

9 “Order on Initial Decision,” Coakley v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., Op. No. 531, 147 FERC ¶ 61,234, P
142 (2014), reh’g pending (hereafter “Opinion No. 531”)
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range of reasonableness is 11.74%.10 However, Opinion No. 531 did not implement any

reduction to the Base ROE, nor did it require the NETOs to reduce their Combined ROE

to be no higher than the top of the reasonableness range. In the absence of such relief,

New England consumers must continue to pay transmission charges set based on a

pre-incentives Base ROE of 11.14%, with no refund protection, and no reduction in the

Combined ROE charged to reflect a lowered top end of the range of reasonableness.  In

these circumstances, Complainants are compelled to submit the instant complaint because

it is the only way to ensure that consumers are protected against excessive charges.

IV. DISCUSSION

A. Applicable Standards

1. Opinion No. 531

32. All rates for jurisdictional service under the FPA must be just and

reasonable.11 In order to meet this criterion, a utility’s rate of return must not exceed the

level required to assure confidence in the financial integrity of the enterprise, so as to

enable the utility to maintain its credit and to attract capital, and must be commensurate

with returns on investments in enterprises with comparable risks.12

33. As Dr. Woolridge explains, in Opinion No. 531 the Commission adopted a

new methodology for determining the just and reasonable ROE in electric cases.  As with

natural gas and oil pipeline cases, the Commission now uses a two-stage DCF analysis to

10 Id. P 125.
11 16 U.S.C. §§ 824d and 824e.
12 See Fed. Power Comm’n v. Hope Natural Gas Co., 320 U.S. 591, 603 (1944); Bluefield Water Works

& Improvement Co. v. Pub. Serv. Comm’n, 262 U.S. 679, 692-93 (1923).
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calculate a range of reasonable returns.  The two-stage DCF methodology, explained in

detail in Opinion No. 531, can be summarized as follows.  First, a proxy group of

companies with comparable risk is established.  Second, an average dividend yield for a

six-month study period is calculated for each proxy company.  Third, a short-term growth

rate is determined for each proxy company using published estimates of the company’s

expected growth.  Fourth, a long-term growth rate is determined, using estimates of GDP

growth.  Fifth, a combined growth rate is calculated for each proxy company using the

weighted average of the short-term and long-term growth rates.  Sixth, the dividend yield

for each proxy company is adjusted to reflect a half-year’s worth of growth.  Seventh, an

overall implied cost of equity is calculated by summing the combined growth rate and the

adjusted dividend yield.  Finally, where the implied cost of equity DCF result for a

candidate proxy is too low or too high to pass test of economic logic, that candidate is

removed from the proxy group.  The result is a range of reasonable returns.  Having

established the range, the Commission identifies the just and reasonable ROE within that

range, usually at the median of the proxy group distribution but with case-specific

exceptions.

34. As shown in his affidavit, Dr. Woolridge—who was the witness for the

Complainants in Docket No. EL11-66, and is the witness for the Complainants in Docket

No. EL13-33—has applied the methodology detailed in Opinion No. 531 to the most

recent six months of financial data. He concludes that:  (a) the appropriate Base ROE

indicated by updated financial market information is 8.84%, not 11.14%; and (b) the
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Combined ROEs currently on file for the Respondents include ROEs that exceed the

upper end of the range of proxy company DCF results.

35. Opinion No. 531 also explains that under FPA Section 206 Complainants

bear the burden of showing that the existing filed-rate ROE is unjust and unreasonable,

but in order to do so they need not demonstrate that the utility’s ROE is outside of the

range of reasonableness.  Rather, the burden can be satisfied by showing that the utility’s

current ROE is higher than the just and reasonable ROE.  As discussed below and in Dr.

Woolridge’s testimony, the NETOs’ current 11.14% Base ROE is well above both the

median of the range of reasonableness, 8.84%, and the midpoint, 9.44%. In fact, the

NETOs’ Base ROE would be excessive even if the Commission were to (wrongly)

conclude that the relevant point of comparison were 10.99%, which is halfway between

midpoint and top of the range of reasonableness. Moreover, Dr. Woolridge shows that

several NETOs are collecting Combined ROEs that exceed the upper end of the range of

reasonableness.13 Dr. Woolridge’s analysis demonstrates that the NETOs’ Base and

Combined ROEs are excessive, thereby satisfying Complainants’ burden of showing that

the current rates are unjust and unreasonable.

2. The instant complaint is permissible under the FPA and
Commission precedent, the proceedings in Docket Nos. EL11-66
and EL13-33 notwithstanding.

36. On September 30, 2011, several parties (including most of the

Complainants) filed a Section 206 complaint initiating Docket No. EL11-66, and alleging

that the NETOs’ 11.14% ROE was unjust and unreasonable. On May 3, 2012, the

13 Woolridge Aff. at 19.
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Commission set the complaint for hearing and settlement judge procedures, and

established a refund effective date of October 1, 2011.14 While Opinion No. 531

tentatively establishes a just and reasonable ROE of 10.57%, that proceeding remains

subject to rehearing and to the results of a further paper hearing on the projected GDP

growth rate component of the newly-adopted DCF methodology.

37. On December 27, 2012, a Section 206 complaint was filed initiating

Docket No. EL13-33, in which a separate set of Complainants alleged that the NETOs’

ROE was unjust and unreasonable.  On June 19, 2014, the Commission set that complaint

for investigation and an evidentiary hearing, to be preceded by settlement negotiations.15

In taking this action, the Commission rejected claims that the complaint was barred

because it was premised on the same facts and allegations underlying the complaint in

Docket No. EL11-66.  Instead, the Commission explained that it allows successive

complaints when presented with new analysis, and that this standard can be satisfied

when Complainants submit “a new DCF analysis with new, more current data in support

of a proposed lower ROE.”16

38. The instant complaint, like the one initiating Docket No. EL13-33, is a

permissible challenge to the NETOs ROE. The complaint initiating this proceeding is in

several key respects materially different from the previous complaints.  First, this

complaint is based on new financial market data for the six-month period ending June 30,

14 Coakley v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., 139 FERC ¶ 61,090.
15 Env’t Ne. v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., “Order on Complaint and Establishing Hearing and Settlement

Judge Procedures,” 147 FERC ¶ 61,235 (2014).  The settlement discussions in that proceeding are
currently underway.

16 Env’t Ne., 147 FERC ¶ 61,235, P 27 (citing cases).
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2014.  Second, the DCF analysis prepared by Dr. Woolridge in support of this complaint

is a two-stage DCF analysis conducted in accordance with the methodology announced in

Opinion No. 531.  Third, this complaint alleges, and Dr. Woolridge demonstrates, that the

“anomalous capital market conditions” that were found to have affected the DCF analysis

in Docket No. EL11-66 are no longer present. Given current capital market conditions,17

the Commission should set the NETOs’ ROE at an appropriate central value within the

distribution of proxy company DCF results. As the analysis presented in this complaint

is based on new data, the application of a newly-announced DCF methodology, and

materially changed market conditions, there should be no question that the prior

proceedings pose no impediment to the prosecution of this complaint.

39. More broadly, allowing this complaint to proceed would be consistent

with the Commission’s duty to protect consumers. The Commission has previously (and

repeatedly) acknowledged that its “statutory mandate under the FPA entails protecting

consumer interests,” which includes acting to protect them against excessive charges.18

The Commission has already recognized in Docket No. EL11-66—albeit subject to a

limited-scope paper hearing—that consumers have been paying excessive charges for

nearly three years.  And because Opinion No. 531 did not grant interim rate relief,

consumers continue to pay these excessive charges.19 The Commission’s statutory

17 For purposes of the discussion here, Complainants assume, pursuant to Opinion No. 531—but do not
concede as a factual matter—that the Docket No. EL11-66 record period was in fact “anomalous,”
rather than reflecting a “new normal.” Complainants (and others) have sought rehearing of that
determination, which remains pending.

18 New England Power Generators Ass’n, Inc. v. ISO New England Inc., 146 FERC ¶ 61,038, P 26 &
n.33  (2014) (citing cases).

19 The Complainants and others in Docket No. EL11-66 have asked the Commission to grant rehearing
of Opinion No. 531 and impose interim rates pending the results of the paper hearing on second-stage
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mandate to protect consumers demands that it allow this complaint to proceed and

thereby redress the excess returns that the NETOs are currently receiving.

B. Complainants’ ROE Analysis

40. Dr. Woolridge has performed a two-stage DCF analysis in compliance

with Opinion No. 531 and has made findings concerning whether (1) the current Base

ROE of 11.14% remains just and reasonable; and (2) the NETOs' Combined ROEs—

inclusive of incentives—remain just and reasonable. Dr. Woolridge's analysis, based on

a six-month study period ending June 30, 2014, shows that the zone of reasonable returns

ranges between 6.34% and 12.54%.  The mean and median of the range are 8.80% and

8.84%, respectively. The midpoint is 9.44%.20 And the midpoint of the upper half of the

range is 10.99%. Dr. Woolridge concludes that the NETOs' current Base ROE should be

set at 8.84% (the median) or, alternatively, no more than 9.44% (the midpoint) , and that

the NETOs Combined ROE should be capped at 12.54%.21 Given financial conditions

during the study period, Dr. Woolridge sees no basis on which to recommend moving to

the midpoint of the upper half of the proxy group range, as there is no evidence of

continuing anomalous financial market conditions.22 However, even if that ROE were

(wrongly) selected at the midpoint of the upper half, even that ROE is below the current

11.14% Base ROE.

growth rates. The Commission is yet to act upon this request.
20 Woolridge Aff. at 4.
21 Id. at 18-19.
22 Id. at 17-18.
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41. To determine this range, Dr. Woolridge selected 32 electric utility

companies nationwide to form the proxy group for his analysis.23 The proxy group was

established using the screens endorsed by the Commission in Opinion No. 531,24 and

require that proxy group member companies: (1) be listed as Electric Utility Central,

East, or West by Value Line Investment Survey; (2) have investment grade corporate

credit and bond ratings that fall within the comparable risk band; (3) have not cut their

dividends in the past six months; (4) have not been involved within the past six months in

an acquisition of another utility or been the target of an acquisition; and (5) have analyst

long-term EPS growth rate forecasts available from Yahoo.25

42. Dr. Woolridge then calculated an implied cost of equity for each of the

companies in his proxy group, consistent with the requirements of Opinion No. 531.26

First, he calculated the average dividend yield using the average dividend and average

stock price for each company during the study period. Next, he determined the short-

term growth rate for each proxy company using analyst estimates of earnings per share

(“EPS”) growth.  Then, using 4.39% as the long-term growth rate, which is the same

figure the Commission tentatively used in Opinion No. 531,27 Dr. Wooldridge took the

weighted average of the short-term and long-term growth rates (weighted at two-thirds

23 Id. at 7.
24 See PP 93-114.
25 Woolridge Aff. at 7.
26 Id. at 5-7.
27 Although the ultimate long-term growth rate to be used in electric utility cases remains subject to the

outcome of the paper hearing in EL11-66, Professor Woolridge understands that updating the long-
term growth rate using the familiar sources—the Energy Information Administration, the Social
Security Administration, and IHS Global Insight—will still result in a 4.39 percent long-term growth
rate. Woolridge Aff. at 14-15.
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and one-third respectively) to calculate an overall growth rate for each proxy company.

Next, he adjusted the average dividend yield using the Commission-endorsed “1 + 0.5g”

formula.  Finally, Dr. Woolridge summed the adjusted dividend yield and combined

growth rate to produce an implied cost of equity for each proxy company.

43. Dr. Woolridge explains that he has reservations about exclusively using

the analyst projections of EPS growth published on Yahoo to determine the first-phase

growth rate.28 First, and fundamentally, there is no evidence that analyst EPS growth

projections are more accurate at forecasting future earnings than naïve “random walk”

future earnings forecasts.  Second, there is a well-known and documented upward bias in

analyst projections of EPS growth; as Dr. Woolridge testifies, one study found that an

upward bias in cost of equity capital estimates of almost 3.0 percentage points.

44. Even accepting the use of analyst projections to calculate the first-phase

growth rate, Dr. Woolridge has concerns about using a single source to identify those

projections.29 Although Opinion No. 531 did not foreclose the possibility of using

multiple sources of analyst EPS projections, and rejected reference to analyst projections

published by Reuters only on the here-inapplicable ground that Reuters data was not

available for all proxies, the Opinion itself applied only EPS projections published by

Yahoo. This is problematic for several reasons. First, using a single source increases the

risk that a data entry error can skew the DCF results.  Second, the investment community

has free access to Yahoo, Reuters, and Zacks, and has subscription-based access to Value

Line, all of which provide summaries of analyst EPS projections. As all of those sources

28 Id. at 12-13.
29 Id. at 11-12.
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have the ability to affect investor expectations, there is no rational reason to rely

exclusively on Yahoo numbers.

45. Portland General (“POR”), which is at the top end of Dr. Woolridge’s

proxy group, demonstrates the problem of exclusively relying only on Yahoo-published

analyst EPS growth estimates.30 POR’s implied cost of equity is 12.54%, which is almost

200 basis points above the next-highest DCF ICOE (10.63% for IDACORP, Inc.). Dr.

Woolridge highlights POR’s “obvious” outlier status, and explains that the “root” cause

of the problem lies in differences in the treatment of POR’s reported EPS data as among

various analysts.  He notes that there are “four analysts who have provided long-term

EPS growth rate forecasts for POR, with high and low estimates of 20.43% and

5.00%.[,]” and observes that this “huge disparity in analysts’ EPS growth rate forecasts

clearly suggests that analysts are using different base EPS figures to forecast growth due

to the 2013 one-time expense items.”31 This huge disparity in analysts’ EPS growth rate

forecasts for POR highlights the problems that arise when using a single source and a

single methodology to calculate first-stage growth rates. Dr. Woolridge expresses

concern that “[s]uch obvious data errors should not drive the DCF ICOE results.”32

46. Despite Dr. Woolridge’s well-supported reservations, he presents a DCF

analysis that, like Opinion No. 531, uses Yahoo-published estimates as the exclusive

inputs to the proxies’ first-stage growth rates.33 Moreover, Dr. Woolridge retained POR

30 Id. at 15-17.
31 Id. at 15-16.
32 Id. at 16.
33 For completeness, Dr. Woolridge also shows the analyst EPS estimates published on Reuters, Zacks,

and Value Line, but only the Yahoo projections are used for the first-phase growth rate. Ex. CPL-100
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in his proxy group despite the irregularities in its growth rate. Complainants reserve their

rights to present future testimony that differs in either or both of these respects. For the

present purpose of making a prima facie showing sufficient to initiate a proceeding and

establish a refund effective date, however, Dr. Woolridge’s testimony (and this

Complaint) avoids presently unnecessary controversy over data inputs and

demonstrates—even with treatments favorable to Respondents in those regards—that the

Respondents’ presently-filed ROEs are excessive.

C. The NETOs ROE should be set at the center of the range of
reasonableness established by the entire proxy group.

47. The Commission has historically set the ROE for a group of utilities at the

center of the zone of reasonable returns.34 Opinion No. 531 nonetheless set the ROE

halfway between the midpoint and the upper end of the zone, because the Commission

found that the capital market conditions during the relevant study period were anomalous.

Complainants and others have sought rehearing of that determination, and have argued

that the Commission’s finding was an unjustified departure from its own precedent.35

Even if it were appropriate in Docket No. EL11-66 to increase the ROE at issue based on

anomalous market conditions that existed during the October 2012 to March 2013 study

period at issue in that case, those conditions no longer exist in the study period for this

at 4.
34 See, e.g. S. Cal. Edison Co. v. FERC, 717 F.3d 177 (D.C. Cir. 2013); Opinion 531 P 26; Midwest

Indep. Transmission Sys. Operator, Inc., 106 FERC ¶ 61,302 (2004), aff’d in part sub nom. Pub. Serv.
Comm’n of Ky. v. FERC, 397 F.3d 1004 (D.C. Cir. 2005).

35 Petition for Rehearing of Complainants, American Public Power Association, National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, and Other Intervenors, July 21, 2014, Coakley v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co.,
Docket No. EL11-66-002, eLibrary No. 20140721-5126.
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complaint. The Commission therefore should set the ROE here at the center of the zone

of reasonableness established by the entire proxy group.36

48. The Commission’s conclusion that capital market conditions in the earlier

proceeding were anomalous was based largely on its findings that interest rates were at

historically low levels and that state-approved ROEs and other, non-DCF methodologies

for calculating ROEs (which the Commission has disfavored and criticized) supported

higher ROEs than did the DCF methodology. As Dr. Woolridge explains, there are

several reasons why those factors are no longer applicable.37

49. First, the anomalous capital market conditions are in the past.  The

economy is growing and unemployment is down to 6.3%.  The Federal fiscal stimulus

programs are a thing of the past.  The Federal Reserve has tapered its bond buying

program, and the dire forecasts of dramatically higher interest rates have proven to be

wrong.  Economists have been predicting higher interest rates with the Federal Reserve

tapering program, but interest rates have declined in 2014.  The 30-year Treasury rate,

which was about 4.0% on January 1, 2014, is now at 3.30%.  Meanwhile, stock prices are

at an all-time high.  The “anomalous” capital market conditions no longer exist—the

markets have recovered and are looking to the future.

50. Second, electric utilities stocks have thrived in the current market

conditions. As measured by the S&P 500, the stock market began the year by dropping

about 10% in January.  However, by the end of the second quarter, the market had

36 See Opinion No. 531 n.306 (stating that parties can provide evidence supporting a different point in
the zone of reasonableness in other proceedings).

37 Woolridge Aff. at 16-18.
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recovered and was up about 7% for the year. Meanwhile, utilities have been the best

performing sector of the market.  For the year, the Dow Jones Utilities Index is up 14%

while the S&P 500 is up 7%. There is no reasonable basis on which to conclude that the

current circumstances constitute anomalous capital market conditions for utilities, nor is

there any good reason to conclude that the NETOs are more risky than the companies in

Dr. Woolridge’s proxy group.38

51. Third, the state commission authorized ROEs, which FERC cited in

justifying the selection of the ROE at the “75 percentile” of the DCF ICOEs, have

continued to decline.  For calendar year 2013, the average state-authorized ROE for

electric utilities was 9.80%.  For the first six months of 2014, the average state-authorized

ROE was 9.72%.  Hence, these figures are reflective of historically low capital costs and

not anomalous capital markets.39

52. Fourth, as explained earlier, there is clearly a data issue with the I/B/E/S

EPS growth rate for Portland General that produces an erroneous high-end DCF ICOE

for the proxy group. Moving the base ROE to a level above the central figure would only

exacerbate the impact of inflated top-end of the range.

53. Ultimately, anomalous market conditions cannot last forever.  Many

factors affecting utilities’ ability to attract capital have improved in the past year, but

capital markets have not and may never fully return to the conditions that existed before

2008.  Certain aspects of the economy have changed dramatically, and those changes can

38 A contrary finding implies, among other things, that the credit rating agencies upon whom the
Commission relies for the purpose of conducting DCF analyses are in error with respect to their
assessment of the NETOs’ relative risk.

39 Woolridge Aff. at 16-18.
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no longer be considered short-term aberrations but rather must now be treated as part of

the “new normal.” There is no longer any basis to find that capital market conditions are

so anomalous as to justify a departure from the Commission’s proven methodology.

54. There are important reasons for the Commission not to undertake another

departure from longstanding practice with respect to selecting ROEs. Setting ROEs at

arbitrary points in the zone of reasonableness undermines the DCF methodology and

reflects a results-driven approach to policymaking rather than a deliberate and consistent

process-driven approach. Such action would send a poor signal to both consumers and

investors. In these circumstances, the Commission should continue its practice of setting

ROEs at the center of the range of reasonableness.

55. For these reasons, the Commission should find that the NETOs current

11.14% Base ROE is unjust and unreasonable, and should set the NETOs’ Base ROE at

8.84% (the median of the proxy group) or, alternatively, no more than 9.44% (the

midpoint).40 Even midpoint appears to be conservatively high, as 9.44% is well-above

the mean and median of the zone of reasonableness.  In fact, the midpoint of the proxy

group is approximately the same as the top quartile of the zone.41 As Dr. Woolridge

explains:

[S]ince I initially filed testimony in Docket No, El-11-66-001 in 2011, my

mean and median figures of the DCF ICOEs have primarily been in the

range of 8.7% to 9.1% range.  The midpoint has consistently been above

40 Woolridge Aff. at 18-19.
41 Only 8 of the 32 companies in the proxy group (~23%) have a cost of equity higher than 9.44%. See

Ex. CPL-100 at 5.
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these figures, and usually has been associated with one or two high-end

observations.  Second, as in my previous testimonies, a high-end

observation is driving the halfway point between the midpoint and the top

end of the zone of reasonableness in this testimony.  Furthermore, as in

previous testimonies, there are irregularities with the high-end DCF-ICOE

figure. In this testimony, the high-end ICOE is the 12.54% for Portland

General (“POR”).  This figure is almost 200 basis points above the next-

highest DCF ICOE (10.66% for TECO).42

56. The current ROE is not only excessive compared to the proxy group

midpoint of 9.44%, but also in excess of the midpoint of the upper half of the zone of

reasonableness—10.99%.  Under any standard, the 11.14% ROE cannot continue.

57. Any NETO that has a Combined ROE, inclusive of incentives, that is

higher than the upper end of the zone of reasonableness—12.54%—is enjoying unjust

and reasonable rates of return. The Commission should cap at 12.54% the Combined

ROE that applies to each component of the Respondents’ transmission rate bases.

D. The Commission Should Establish an Evidentiary Hearing.

58. The analysis performed by the Complainants and presented in this

Complaint provides a sufficient prima facie showing that the current Base ROE under the

ISO-NE OATT is unjust and unreasonable.  Accordingly, the Commission should

institute a proceeding under FPA section 206 to investigate the Base ROE and to set a

just and reasonable Base ROE.

42 Woolridge Aff. at 15.
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59. This Complaint presents complex, fact-intensive issues for resolution.

Assuming that the Commission is not inclined to rule in favor of the Complainants on a

summary basis, we request that the Commission investigate the NETOs’ ROE by

initiating an evidentiary hearing, which will allow for a full investigation of the relevant

facts.

E. The Commission Should Establish the Earliest Possible Refund
Effective Date.

60. In cases where the Commission institutes an investigation on a complaint

under FPA Section 206, Section 206(b) requires the Commission to establish a refund

effective date that is no earlier than the date the complaint was filed, but no later than five

months after the filing date.43 The Commission’s general policy is to set the refund

effective date at the earliest possible date, i.e., the date a complaint is filed.44 Consistent

with its general policy, the Commission should establish the filing date of this Complaint

as the refund effective date in order to provide maximum protection to consumers.45

V. RULE 206 REQUIREMENTS

61. The Complainants hereby provide the further information required by

Rule 206.

A. Good Faith Estimate of Financial Impact or Harm (Rule 206(b)(4)).

43 16 U.S.C. § 824e(b).
44 See, e.g., Old Dominion Elec. Coop. v. Va. Elec. and Power Co., 133 FERC ¶ 61,009, P 36 (2010)

(citing Seminole Elec. Coop., Inc. v. Fla. Power & Light Co., 65 FERC ¶ 61,413, 63,139 (1993);
Canal Elec. Co., 46 FERC ¶ 61,153, 61,539, reh'g denied , 47 FERC ¶ 61,275 (1989)).

45 See id.
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62. The Complainants estimate that reducing the Base ROE from 11.14% to

9.44%, the midpoint of the range of reasonableness, would reduce Regional Network

Service transmission costs in New England by approximately $150 million annually.

Reducing the Base ROE to 8.84%, the median, would reduce those costs even more.

Reducing the Base ROE would also reduce Local Network Service costs.

B. Operational or Nonfinancial Impacts (Rule 206(b)(5)).

63. The Complainants are not aware of any specific practical, operational or

nonfinancial impacts resulting from the excessive Base ROE.

C. Whether the Matters are Pending in Any Other FERC Proceeding or
Other Forum (Rule 206(b)(6)).

64. The NETOs’ ROE is at issue in two FERC proceedings: Docket Nos.

EL11-66 and EL13-33.  As described above, the issues raised in this Complaint are

distinct from those being considered in Docket Nos. EL11-66 and EL13-33.  Otherwise,

the matters raised in this Complaint are not currently pending in any other Commission

proceeding or in any other proceeding to which any of the Complainants is a party.

D. Documents Supporting the Complaint (Rule 206(b)(8)).

65. In support of this Complaint, the Complainants have included the

testimony and supporting exhibits and workpapers of J. Randall Woolridge, Ph. D,

Professor of Finance at The Pennsylvania State University in University Park,

Pennsylvania. Exhibit CPL-1 contains Dr. Woolridge’s testimony, Exhibit CPL-100 and
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CPL-101 contain supporting material, and Exhibit CPL-102 contains Dr. Woolridge’s

workpapers.

E. Alternative Dispute Resolution (Rule 206(b)(9)).

66. In light of the unsuccessful settlement efforts and subsequent litigation in

Docket No. EL11-66 (and considering in particular NETOs’ persistence in advancing the

argument, correctly rejected as meritless by Opinion No. 531, that no Section 206 remedy

can apply if the highest proxy company result exceeds the existing filed Base ROE),

Complainants concluded that it was unlikely that alternative dispute resolution

procedures under the Commission’s supervision would successfully resolve the issues

raised in the Complaint – at least not until after a complaint had been filed and FERC had

established a refund effective date. If there is a prospect of settlement, Complainants will

be happy to explore it within the settlement judge proceedings that have been instituted in

Docket No. EL13-33, or elsewhere. However, establishment of a refund effective date is

the appropriate and necessary first step. While the Complainants hope this matter can be

resolved through settlement, they are mindful that unproductive settlement discussions

could serve to delay the adjustment of the Base ROE and Combined ROEs to a just and

reasonable level.

VI. SERVICE AND NOTICE

67. In accordance with Rule 206(c), the Complainants have served a copy of

this Complaint upon each of the Respondents simultaneous with the filing of the

Complaint. The Complainants have also served copies of the Complaint upon all state
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utility commissions in New England, as well as the New England Conference of Public

Utilities Commissioners (“NECPUC”) and the New England States Committee on

Electricity (“NESCOE”). Exhibit CPL-2 includes a complete list of parties upon which

the Complainants served this Complaint. In addition, the Complainants have asked ISO-

NE to distribute the Complaint to Participants in the New England Power Pool through

relevant e-mail distribution lists. Attached hereto as Exhibit CPL-3 is a Form of Notice

suitable for publication in the Federal Register in accordance with Rule 206(b)(10).

VII. CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing, the Complainants request the Commission to: (1) institute

an investigation into the ROEs and establish just and reasonable equity return to be

reflected in rates for transmission service provided by the Respondents under the ISO-NE

OATT; (2) establish the earliest possible refund effective date (i.e., the date of the

submission of this Complaint), consistent with Commission policy; and (3) direct ISO-

NE to make refunds for the difference, with interest, between transmission rates

reflecting the ROEs currently on file and rates reflecting just and reasonable ROEs.
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Jesse S. Reyes
Jesse S. Reyes
Christina Belew
Assistant Attorneys General
Massachusetts Attorney General
Office of Ratepayer Advocacy
One Ashburton Place
Boston, MA 02108-1598
Tel: (617) 727-2200
Email: jesse.reyes@state.ma.us

christina.belew@state.ma.us

Counsel for the Attorney General of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

/s/ Michael Lynch
Michael Lynch
Gary Will
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale
Electric Company
P.O. Box 426, Moody Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
Tel: (413) 589-0141
Fax: (413) 589-1585
Email: mlynch@mmwec.org

gwill@mmwec.org

Jeffrey A. Schwarz
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

/s/ Robert Luysterborghs
Robert Luysterborghs
Principal Attorney
State of Connecticut
Public Utilities Regulatory Authority
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860) 827-2742
Email: robert.luysterborghs@po.state.ct.us

Scott H. Strauss
David Pomper
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
Email: scott.strauss@spiegelmcd.com

david.pomper@spiegelmcd.com

Counsel for the Connecticut Public Utilities
Regulatory Authority

/s/ Stephen E. Kaminski
Stephen E. Kaminski
Vice President, Power Resources and Access
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.
579 Tenney Mountain Highway
Plymouth, NH 03264-3154
Tel: (603) 536-8655
Fax: (603) 536-8682
Email: kaminski@nhec.com

Jeffrey A. Schwarz
Spiegel & McDiarmid, LLP
1875 Eye Street
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
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Tel: (202) 879-4000
Fax: (202) 393-2866
Email: jeffrey.schwarz@spiegelmcd.com

Counsel for Massachusetts Municipal
Wholesale Electric Company

/s/ Thomas E. Bessette
Thomas E. Bessette
Massachusetts Department of Public
Utilities
One South Station, Fifth Floor
Boston, MA 02110
Tel:  617-305-3500
Fax:  617-345-9103
E-mail:Thomas.Bessette@state.ma.us

Counsel for the Massachusetts
Department of Public Utilities

/s/ John S. Wright
John S. Wright
Michael C. Wertheimer
Assistant Attorneys General
Office of the Connecticut Attorney
General
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860) 827-2620
Fax: (860) 827-2893
Email: john.wright@ct.gov

michael.wertheimer@ct.gov

Counsel for the Attorney General of the
State of Connecticut

/s/ Agnes Gormley
Agnes Gormley
Senior Counsel
Maine Office of the Public Advocate
112 State House Station

Email: jeffrey.schwarz@spiegelmcd.com

Counsel for New Hampshire Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

/s/ Alexander F. Speidel
Alexander F. Speidel
Staff Attorney
N.H. Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, NH  03301
Tel: (603) 271-6016
Email: alexander.speidel@puc.nh.gov

Counsel for the New Hampshire Public
Utilities Commission

/s/ Joseph A. Rosenthal
Joseph A. Rosenthal
Principal Attorney
State of Connecticut
Office of Consumer Counsel
10 Franklin Square
New Britain, CT 06051
Tel: (860)827-2906
Email: joseph.rosenthal@ct.gov

Counsel for the Connecticut Office of
Consumer Counsel

/s/ Susan W. Chamberlin
Susan W. Chamberlin, Esq.
Consumer Advocate
New Hampshire Office of the Consumer
Advocate
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Augusta, Maine 04333-0112
Tel: (207) 287-2445
Email: Agnes.gormley@maine.gov

Counsel for the Maine Office of the Public
Advocate

/s/ Leo J. Wold
Leo J. Wold
Assistant Attorney General
Rhode Island Attorney General
150 South Main Street
Providence, RI 02903
Tel: (401) 274-4400, ext. 2218
Email: lwold@riag.ri.gov

Counsel for the Rhode Island Division of
Public Utilities and Carriers

/s/ Robert A. Rio
Robert A. Rio, Esq.
Senior Vice President and Counsel
Associated Industries of Massachusetts
One Beacon Street
16th Floor, Boston
MA 02110
Tel: (617) 488-8321
Fax: (617) 488-8308
Email: rrio@aimnet.org

Counsel for the Associated Industries of
Massachusetts

/s/ Cynthia Arcate
Cynthia Arcate
President & CEO
PowerOptions, Inc.
129 South Street- 5th Floor
Boston, MA 02111
Tel: (617) 428-4258
Email: CArcate@poweroptions.org

21 S. Friut St. Suite 18
Concord, NH 03301-2441
Email: Susan.Chamberlin@oca.nh.gov

Counsel for the New Hampshire Office of the
Consumer Advocate

/s/ Edward McNamara
Edward McNamara
Regional Policy Director
Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620
Tel: (802) 828-4007
Email: ed.mcnamara@state.vt.us

Counsel for the Vermont Department of
Public Service

/s/ Roger Borghesani
Roger Borghesani
Chairman
The Energy Consortium
25 Hastings Road
Lexington, MA 02421-6807
Tel: (781) 862-0888
Email: rogerborghesani@gmail.com

Counsel for The Energy Consortium

/s/ Patricia Begrowicz
Patricia Begrowicz
Chair
Western Massachusetts Industrial Group
c/o Onyx Specialty Papers, Inc.
40 Willow Street
PO Box 188
South Lee, MA 01260-0188
Tel: (413) 243-5451
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Counsel for Power Options, Inc.

/s/ Mark LeBel
Mark LeBel
Staff Attorney
Environment Northeast
101 Tremont Street, Suite 401
Boston, MA 02108
Tel: (617) 742-0054, ext. 104
Email: mlebel@env-ne.org

Counsel for Environment Northeast

/s/ Gregory Vasil
Gregory Vasil
Chief Executive Officer
Greater Boston Real Estate Board
One Center Plaza
Mezzanine Suite
Boston, MA 02108
Tel: (617) 423-8700
Fax: (617) 338-2600
Email: Gvasil@GBREB.com

Counsel for the Greater Boston Real
Estate Board

Fax: (413) 243-4602
Email: pbegrowicz@onyxpapers.com

Counsel for the Western Massachusetts
Industrial Group

/s/ Charles Harak
Charles Harak, Esq.
National Consumer Law Center
7 Winthrop Sq.
Boston, MA 02110
Tel: (617) 542-8010
Email: charak@nclc.org

Counsel for the National Consumer Law
Center

/s/ Donald J. Sipe
Donald J. Sipe, Esq.
Preti Flaherty Beliveau & Pachios, LLP
P.O. Box 1058
45 Memorial Circle
Augusta, ME 04332
Tel: 207-623-5300
Fax: (207) 623-2914
Email: dsipe@preti.com

Counsel for the Industrial Energy
Consumer Group
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154 FERC ¶ 63,024
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

ENE (Environment Northeast), The Greater 
Boston Real Estate Board, National Consumer 
Law Center, and NEPOOL Industrial Customer 
Coalition

                                v.

Bangor Hydro-Electric Co.; Central Maine 
Power Co.; New England Power Co.; New 
Hampshire Transmission LLC; NSTAR Electric 
Co.; Northeast Utilities Service Co.; The United 
Illuminating Co.; Unitil Energy Systems, Inc.; 
Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Co.; and 
Vermont Transco, LLC

Attorney General of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts; Connecticut Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority; Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company; New Hampshire 
Electric Cooperative, Inc.; Massachusetts 
Department of Public Utilities; New Hampshire 
Public Utilities Commission; George Jepsen, 
Attorney General of the State of Connecticut; 
Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel; Maine 
Office of the Public Advocate; New Hampshire 
Office of the Consumer Advocate; Rhode Island 
Division of Public Utilities Carriers; Vermont 
Department of Public Service; Associated 
Industries of Massachusetts; The Energy 
Consortium; Power Options, Inc.; Western 
Massachusetts Industrial Group; Environment 
Northeast; National Consumer Law Center; 
Greater Boston Real Estate Board; and Industrial 
Energy Consumer Group

                                 v.

Bangor Hydro-Electric Company; Central Maine 
Power Company; New England Power Company 
d/b/a National Grid; New Hampshire 

Docket No.

Docket No.

EL13-33-002

EL14-86-000
(consolidated)

20160322-3064 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 03/22/2016
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Docket Nos. EL13-33-002 and EL14-86-000                                                                                 2

Transmission LLC d/b/a NextEra; Northeast 
Utilities Service Company, on behalf of its 
operating company affiliates:  The Connecticut 
Light and Power Company, Western 
Massachusetts Electric Company, and Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire; NSTAR 
Electric Company; The United Illuminating 
Company; Unitil Energy Systems, Inc.; 
Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company; and 
Vermont Transco, LLC

INITIAL DECISION

(Issued March 22, 2016)

APPEARANCES

David B. Raskin, Esq., Gary A. Morgans, Esq., Heather M. Horne, Esq., Phyllis E. 
Lemell, Esq., and Mary E. Grover, Esq. on behalf of Eversource Energy.

Catherine P. McCarthy, Esq., and R. Scott Mahoney, Esq., on behalf of Central Maine 
Power Company.

Sean A. Atkins, Esq., and Daniel Galaburda, Esq. on behalf of National Grid.

Stephen M. Spina, Esq., Joseph W. Lowell, Esq., and Linda L. Randall, Esq., on behalf of 
The United Illuminating Company.

Gary Epler, Esq., on behalf of Unitil Energy System, Inc. and Fitchburg Gas and Electric 
Light Company.

Karen K. O’Neill, Esq., on behalf of Vermont Transco LLC.

Karen M. Holyoke, Esq., on behalf of Emera Maine (f/k/a Bangor Hydro-Electric 
Company).

Gunnar Birgisson, Esq., on behalf of New Hampshire Transmission LLC.

Donald W. Boecke, Esq., on behalf of the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

20160322-3064 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 03/22/2016

Pre-filed Supplemental Testimony of George E. Sansoucy, P.E., LLC 
Application of Northern Pass and PSNH 

April 17, 2017 
Track 2-Exhibit 33



Docket Nos. EL13-33-002 and EL14-86-000                                                                                 3

Clare E. Kindall, Esq., Robert Luysterborghs, Esq., Scott H. Strauss, Esq., David E. 
Pomper, Esq., and Latif M. Nurani, Esq., on behalf of the Connecticut Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority.

Cecile Fraser, Esq., on behalf of the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities.

Joseph A. Rosenthal, Esq., on behalf of the Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel.

Susan W. Chamberlin Esq., on behalf of the New Hampshire Office of the Consumer 
Advocate.

Robert A. Rio, Esq., on behalf of the Associated Industries of Massachusetts.

Agnes Gormley, Esq., on behalf of the Maine Office of the Public Advocate.

Jeffrey A. Schwarz, Esq., on behalf of the Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric 
Company and New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Robert Ruddock, Esq., on behalf of the Western Massachusetts Industrial Group, The 
Energy Consortium and the Greater Boston Real Estate Board.

Sheila Grace, Esq., on behalf of the Vermont Public Service Department.

Leo J. Wold, Esq., on behalf of the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers.

Donald J. Sipe, Esq. on behalf of the Industrial Energy Consumer Group.

John S. Wright, Esq., and Michael C. Wertheimer, Esq., on behalf of George Jepsen, 
Esq., the Attorney General of the State of Connecticut.

Daniel L. Sosland, Esq., on behalf of the Acadia Center (formerly ENE or Environment 
Northeast).

F. Anne Ross, on behalf of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission.

Cynthia Arcate, Esq., on behalf of Power Options, Inc.

Charles Harak, Esq., on behalf of the National Consumer Law Center.

John P. Coyle, Esq. and Ashley M. Bond, Esq., on behalf of Belmont Municipal Light 
Department; Braintree Electric Light Department; Concord Municipal Light Plant; 
Georgetown Municipal Light Department; Groveland Electric Light Department; 
Hingham Municipal Lighting Plant; Littleton Electric Light & Water Department; 
Merrimac Municipal Light Department; Middleton Electric Light Department; Reading 
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Municipal Light Department; Rowley Municipal Lighting Plant; Taunton Municipal 
Lighting Plant; and Wellesley Municipal Light Plant.

Hollis J. Alpert, Esq., Debora E. Lyon, Esq., and Andrew O. Schulte, Esq., on behalf of 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Trial Staff.

STEVEN L. STERNER, Presiding Administrative Law Judge
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Table of Abbreviations and Terminology1

Abbreviation Definition
Base ROE ROE prior to application of ROE-increasing incentives
bp Basis point, i.e., 1/100 of a percentage point (e.g., 10.57%-9.0%=157 

bp)
CAPM Capital Asset Pricing Model
CAPs Complainant-Aligned Parties
Ceiling ROE Maximum ROE chargeable for each rate base component
Complaint II 
Period

The period subject to rate change, including refunds for the period 
December 26, 2012-March 26, 2014, pursuant to the outcome of 
Docket No. EL13-33

Complaint III 
Period

The period subject to rate change, including refunds for the period July 
30, 2014-October 30, 2015, and prospectively, pursuant to the outcome 
of Docket No. EL14-86

CRSP Center for Research in Security Prices
DCF Discounted Cash Flow
DJUA Dow Jones Utility Average
Duke Duke Energy, Inc.
ECAPM “Empirical” Capital Asset Pricing Model
EMCOS Eastern Massachusetts Consumer Owned Systems
EL11-66 Docket No. EL11-66
EPS Earnings Per Share
EPSG Earnings Per Share Growth
Fed The Federal Reserve
FPA Federal Power Act
GDP Gross Domestic Product
IBES Institutional Brokers Estimate System
ICOE Implied Cost of Equity
ID Initial Decision
ITC ITC Holdings, Inc.
KCC Kansas Corporation Commission
Massachusetts 
DPU

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities

M&A Merger & Acquisition
MISO Midcontinent Independent System Operator
Mississippi Mississippi Public Service Commission

                                                          
1 This table is only meant as a guide.  Its contents have not been given any weight 

or used in any manner in the deliberative process of the Initial Decision for this case.  Its 
contents do not address or replace the substance of any portion of the Initial Decision.
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PSC
Moody’s Moody’s Investors Service
NETOs New England Transmission Owners
NextEra NextEra Energy, Inc.
Otter Tail Otter Tail Power Company
Participants CAPs, EMCOS, and Staff are jointly referred to as Participants
QE3 Quantitative Easing 3
ROE Return on Equity
RRA Regulatory Research Associates
RTO Regional Transmission Organization
SPS Southwestern Public Service Company
S&P Standard & Poor’s
TECO TECO Energy, Inc.
Top Quarter The point halfway between the midpoint and the top of the zone of 

reasonableness
Tr. Transcript
TROD Thomson Reuters on Demand
UIL UIL Holdings, Inc.
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I. Procedural History

On September 30, 2011, pursuant to section 206 of the Federal Power Act 1.
(FPA),2 a group of complainants consisting mostly of state representatives (Docket No. 
EL11-66 Complainants) filed a complaint in Docket No. EL11-66-000 (Complaint I), 
alleging that New England Transmission Owners’ (NETOs) 11.14 percent base ROE was 
unjust and unreasonable. They submitted a discounted cash flow (DCF) analysis in 
support of their assertion that the base ROE should not exceed 9.2 percent.3 On May 3, 
2012, the Commission set Complaint I for hearing and settlement judge procedures.4

On December 27, 2012, pursuant to section 206 of the Federal Power Act, a 2.
group of complainants (Docket No. EL13-33 Complainants),5 filed a complaint 
(Complaint II) alleging that NETOS’ 11.14 percent base ROE was unjust and 
unreasonable and that Docket No. EL13-33 Complainants’ DCF analysis indicated that 
NETOs’ base ROE should not exceed 8.7 percent.6 Docket No. EL13-33 Complainants 
asserted that their complaint is not duplicative of Complaint I, contending that their DCF 
analysis reflected more current proxy group information and a more up-to-date zone of 
reasonableness than Complaint I.7 The DCF analyses in both Complaint I and Complaint 
II were based on the one-step DCF methodology that the Commission used in public
utility cases at the time the complaints were filed.8  

On January 8, 2013, the Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley filed a 3.
Motion to Intervene. On January 10, 2013, the following each filed a Motion to 
Intervene: the Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel; George Jepsen, Attorney 
General for the State of Connecticut; and NEPOOL Participants Committee. The hearing 
on Complaint I ended on May 10, 2013. On August 6, 2013, the Presiding Judge certified 
an initial decision to the Commission.9

                                                          
2 16 U.S.C. § 824e (2006).
3 See Martha Coakley, Mass. Attorney General,., Complaint, Docket No.       

EL11-66-000 (filed Sept. 30, 2011).
4 Martha Coakley, Mass. Attorney Gen. v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., 139 FERC ¶ 

61,090 (2012).
5 Docket No. EL13-33 Complainants are Environment Northeast, Greater Boston 

Real Estate Board, National Consumer Law Center, and New England Power Pool 
(NEPOOL) Industrial Customer Coalition.

6 See ENE (Environment Northeast), et al. Dec. 27, 2012 Complaint at 2.
7 Id. at 3-5.
8 See Coakley, Mass. Attorney Gen. v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., Opinion No. 531, 

147 FERC ¶ 61,234, at P 24, order on paper hearing, Opinion No. 531-A, 149 FERC ¶ 
61,032 (2014), reh’g denied, Opinion No. 531-B, 150 FERC ¶ 61, 165 (2015).

9 See Coakley, Mass. Attorney Gen. v. Bangor Hydro-Elec. Co., 144 FERC ¶ 
63,012 (2013).
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On January 11, 2013, Associated Industries of Massachusetts and The Energy 4.
Consortium filed Motions to Intervene. On January 14, 2013, the Eastern Massachusetts 
Consumer Owned Systems (EMCOS) filed a Joint Motion to Intervene, the Vermont 
Department of Public Service filed a Motion to Intervene, and the Maine Public Advocate 
Office filed a Motion to Intervene. On January 15, 2013, the Maine Public Utilities 
Commission filed a Notice of Intervention.

On January 16, 2013, NETOs filed an Answer of Respondent to Complaint 5.
Regarding Level of Base Return on Equity. That same day, the Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company and New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc. filed a 
Motion to Intervene and Comments and the Connecticut Public Utilities Regulatory 
Authority filed a Notice of Intervention and Comments. On January 18, 2013, the New 
Hampshire Public Utilities Commission filed a Motion to Intervene Out-of-Time. On 
January 31, 2013, Complainants and Identified Intervenors filed an Answer to 
Respondent NETOs’ Motion to Dismiss.

On June 19, 2014, the Commission established hearing and settlement judge 6.
procedures and a December 27, 2012 refund effective date.10  Contemporaneously, the 
Commission issued an order on initial decision in Docket No. EL11-66-000 (Opinion No. 
531), in which the Commission changed its policy on the DCF methodology to be used in 
public utility ROE cases, by adopting the two-step DCF methodology that the 
Commission has used in natural gas pipeline and oil pipeline cases for many years.11

On July 1, 2014, the Chief Judge issued an Order Appointing  Settlement Judge 7.
and Scheduling Settlement Conference.  On July 8, 2014, the settlement judge issued an 
Order Rescheduling Settlement Conference for July 24, 2014. On July 15, 2014 the 
NEPOOL Industrial Customer Coalition filed Notice of Withdrawal as Complainant. On 
July 24, 2014, the settlement judge issued an Order Scheduling Settlement Conference 
for September 5, 2014. Also on this date, the settlement judge issued a Report to the 
Commission and to the Chief Judge recommending that settlement procedures be 
continued.

On July 31, 2014, Docket No. EL14-86 Complainants12 filed a complaint 8.
(Complaint III) alleging that NETOs’ 11.14 percent base ROE was unjust and 
unreasonable and that Docket No. EL14-86 Complainants’ DCF analysis indicates that 
NETOs’ base ROE should not exceed 8.84 percent.13 Docket No. EL14-86 Complainants 
                                                          

10 Environment Northeast (ENE) v. Bangor Hydro-Electric Co., 147 FERC ¶ 
61,235 (2014).

11 See Opinion No. 531, 147 FERC ¶ 61,234 at P 13.
12 Docket No. EL14-86 Complainants consist of the Docket No. EL13-33 

Complainants and the complainants that filed Complaint I, with the exception of 
NEPOOL Industrial Customer Coalition. 

13 Attorney Gen. of the Commonwealth of Mass., et al. July 31, 2014 Complaint at 
20.
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asserted that their complaint is not duplicative of Complaint I and Complaint II, and 
contended that their DCF analysis reflected more current financial information than 
Complaint I and Complaint II.14 The DCF analysis in Complaint III was based on the 
two-step DCF methodology the Commission adopted in Opinion No. 531.15

On August 4, 2014, NETOs filed a motion for a 20 day extension of time. On 9.
August 12, 2014, the Commission granted the motion and extended the deadline for 
responding to the August 1, 2014 Complaint to and including September 10, 2014. On 
August 20, 2014, the Commission issued an Order Granting Rehearing. The Commission 
held that, in the absence of Commission action within 30 days from the date the rehearing 
request was filed, the request for rehearing (and any timely requests for rehearing filed 
subsequently)16 would be deemed denied.17

On August 21, 2014, the Maine Public Utilities Commission filed a Notice of 10.
Intervention. On August 22, 2014, the settlement judge issued an Order Rescheduling 
Settlement Conference for October 9, 2014. On September 10, 2014, NETOs filed an 
Answer to the Attorney General to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Complaint. 
Also on that day: the Maine Public Utilities Commission filed Supporting Comments, 
New England Power Pool Participants Committee filed a Motion to Intervene, EMCOs 
filed a Motion to Intervene, and the American Public Power Association filed a Motion to 
Intervene.

On September 11, 2014, NETOs filed a Motion to Admit Evidence and for 11.
Summary Disposition, or Alternative Request for Consolidation. On September 19, 2014, 
the Chief Judge issued an Order Continuing Settlement Judge Procedures. The Chief 
Judge issued a Report on September 22, 2014. On September 25, 2014, Complainants 
and Intervenors filed an Answer to Respondent’s Motion for Summary Disposition or 
Consolidation.  On September 26, 2014, EMCOS filed a Motion to Intervene Out-of-
Time and an Answer. That same day, Commission Trial Staff (Staff) filed an Answer. On 
October 6, 2014, the Chief Judge issued an Order cancelling the settlement conference 
previously scheduled to convene on October 9, 2014.

On October 14, 2014 the settlement judge issued an Order scheduling a 12.
settlement conference for October 16, 2014. On October 16, 2014, the settlement judge 
rescheduled the settlement conference for October 23, 2014. On October 21, 2014, the 
settlement judge issued a Report indicating that the parties were at an impasse and 
recommending a termination to settlement proceedings. On October 22, 2014, the 
                                                          

14 Id. at 24.
15 Id. at 25.
16 See San Diego Gas & Elec. Co. v. Sellers of Energy & Ancillary Servs. Into 

Mkts. Operated by Cal. Indep. Sys. Operator & Cal. Power Exch., 95 FERC ¶ 61,173 
(2001) (clarifying that a single tolling order applies to all rehearing requests that were 
timely filed). 

17 18 C.F.R. § 385.713 (2010).
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settlement judge issued an Order cancelling the previously scheduled settlement 
conference.

On October 24, 2014, the Chief Judge issued an Order terminating Settlement 13.
Judge Procedures, designating the undersigned to preside over the hearing and 
establishing an Initial Decision Due Date.

On October 28, 2014, the undersigned issued an Order scheduling a prehearing 14.
conference for November 6, 2014. On October 31, 2014, the undersigned granted 
EMCOS Group II’s motion for leave to intervene out of time. On November 6, 2014, the 
undersigned issued an Order Establishing Procedural Schedule and Rules of Procedure 
for Hearings.

On November 24, 2014, the Commission issued a hearing order (Complaint III 15.
Hearing Order) setting Complaint III for hearing, consolidating that proceeding with the 
Complaint II proceeding, and establishing a refund effective date for the Complaint III 
proceeding of July 31, 2014.18 In the Complaint III Hearing Order, and with regard to the 
15-month refund period associated with Complaint II and the 15-month refund period 
associated with Complaint III, the Commission explained that due to the establishment of 
two refund periods in the consolidated proceeding it is appropriate for the parties to 
litigate a separate ROE for each refund period.19 The Commission explained that for the 
refund period in the Complaint II proceeding (i.e., December 27, 2012 through March 26,
201420) “the ROE for that particular 15-month refund period should be based on the most 
recent financial data available during that period, i.e., the last six months of that period,” 
and for the refund period in the Complaint III proceeding (i.e., July 31, 2014 through 
October 30, 2015) and for the prospective period, “the ROE should be based on the most 
recent financial data in the record.”21

On December 4, 2014, the undersigned issued an Order establishing a procedural 16.
schedule for the hearing. The participants filed the preliminary Joint Statement of Issues 
on December 9, 2014. On December 24, 2014, NETOs filed a Request for Rehearing of 
the Complaint III Hearing Order. On December 30, 2014, EMCOS filed testimony. 

On January 23, 2015, the Commission issued an Order Granting Rehearing. The 17.
Commission held that, in the absence of Commission action within 30 days from the date 

                                                          
18 Complaint III Hearing Order, 149 FERC ¶ 61,156.
19 Id. at P 27.
20 The Commission clarified in its May 14, 2015 Order Denying Rehearing that 

the refund periods associated with Complaints II and III end on March 26, 2014, and 
October 30, 2015, respectively—not March 27, 2014, and October 31, 2015, as stated in 
the Complaint III Hearing Order.

21 Complaint III Hearing Order at P 27.
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the rehearing request was filed, the request for rehearing (and any timely requests for 
rehearing filed subsequently)22 would be deemed denied.23

On January 30, 2015, NETOs filed an unopposed motion for waiver of Rule 1118.
of the Rules of Procedure for Hearing and on February 2, 2015, NETOs filed testimony. 
Also on February 2, 2015, the undersigned issued an Order Granting Motion to Waive 
Rule 11 of the Rules of Procedure for Hearings. On February 5, 2015, the undersigned 
issued an Order setting the data update cutoff date for May 26, 2015.

On February 26, 2015, the undersigned issued an Order to Show Cause and 19.
Notice of Oral Argument as to why the testimony contained in Exhibit Nos. NET-1300 
through NET-1327 should not be stricken, in whole or in part, or why other remedial 
measures should not be taken. In response, on March 4, 2015, NETOs filed a Motion to 
substitute joint answering testimony with single witness testimony. On March 6, 2015, 
the undersigned issued an Order Rescheduling Oral Argument on the matter.

On March 11, 2015, Staff filed an unopposed motion to revise the procedural 20.
schedule. On March 12, 2015, the Chief Judge issued an Order modifying the initial 
decision deadline and waiving the period for answers for Staff’s unopposed motion. On 
March 13, 2015, NETOs filed a motion for waiver of the period for answers for NETOs 
March 4, 2015 motion.

On March 16, 2015, the undersigned issued an Order granting Staff’s motion to 21.
revise the procedural schedule and modifying data update cutoff date. On March 17, 
2015, the undersigned issued an Order granting NETOs’ motion to substitute joint 
answering testimony with single witness testimony and finding the show cause order 
moot. Also on March 17, 2015, the undersigned issued an Order cancelling the oral 
arguments scheduled for March 24.

On March 23, 2015, Staff filed testimony. On April 21, 2015, NETOs filed 22.
testimony. On May 14, 2015, the Commission issued an Order denying NETOs’ requests 
for rehearing. On May 18, 2015, EMCOS and CAPs filed testimony. On May 22, 2015, 
participants filed a Final Joint Statement of Issues. On May 29, 2015, participants each
filed testimony. On June 15, 2015, participants filed Prehearing Briefs. On June 24, 2015, 
NETOs filed an unopposed motion for adoption of a protective order. The undersigned 
issued an Order adopting the protective order on June 25, 2015. The hearing was held 
June 25, 2015 through July 2, 2015. 

At the hearing, CAPs sponsored Exhibit Nos. CAP-1 through CAP-136, CAP-23.
138 through CAP-148, and CAP-150 through CAP-154, all of which were admitted into 
evidence except CAP-147, which was rejected. NETOs sponsored Exhibit Nos. NET-

                                                          
22 See San Diego Gas & Elec. Co., 95 FERC ¶ 61,173 (2001) (clarifying that a 

single tolling order applies to all rehearing requests that were timely filed). 
23 18 C.F.R. § 385.713 (2010).
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1300 through NET-1327, NET-1400 through NET-1404, NET-1500 through NET-1504, 
NET-1600 through NET-1603, NET-1700 through NET-1712, NET-1800 through NET-
1802, and NET-1900 through NET-1937, all of which were admitted into evidence. 
EMCOS sponsored Exhibit Nos. EMC-4 through EMC-7 and EMC-11 through EMC-31, 
all of which were admitted into evidence. Staff sponsored Exhibit Nos. S-1 through 
Exhibit S-30, all of which were admitted into evidence. 

On July 23, 2015, NETOs filed a motion to lodge. On July 29, 2015, participants 24.
filed the Joint Procedural History and each participant filed initial briefs. On August 7, 
2015, CAPs, EMCOS and Staff (Participants) filed Answers opposing NETOs’ Motion to 
Lodge. The undersigned issued an Order Denying Motion to Lodge on August 13, 2015.
On August 26, 2015, each participant filed reply briefs.

On December 18, 2015, the undersigned issued an Order to Reopen Record and 25.
Notice Establishing Prehearing Conference (Order to Reopen Record). The undersigned 
explained that that there was insufficient evidence in the record from which he could 
establish a zone of reasonableness and set a return on equity (ROE) because none of the 
parties performed the discounted cash flow (DCF) methodology in accordance with the 
Commission’s preferred approach.24 As such, the undersigned required NETOs and Staff
to rerun calculations based on data already in the record as of the close of hearing on July 
2, 2015.25 The undersigned required NETOs to rerun their calculations because they had 
come closest to conforming to the Commission’s DCF methodology. The undersigned 
required Staff to rerun their calculations as a check on NETOs’ calculations. The 
undersigned invited CAPs and EMCOS to address the calculations submitted by NETOs 
and Staff by challenge or supplementation.26 Also on December 18, 2015, the Acting 
Chief Judge issued an Order Establishing Date for Supplemental Reply Briefs and 
Extending Initial Decision Deadline. The initial decision deadline was extended to March 
31, 2016.

On January 5, 2016, a prehearing conference was held. On January 15, 2016, 26.
NETOs and Staff each filed supplemental testimony. On January 20, 2016, CAPs filed 
supplemental testimony and exhibits (January 20 Filings). On January 27, 2016, NETOs 
filed a Motion to Strike CAPs’ January 20 Filings. On January 28, 2016, CAPs filed a 
Response in Opposition to Motion to Strike.  A limited hearing was held on February 1, 
2016. At the limited hearing, the undersigned rejected the bulk of CAPs’ supplemental 
testimony (Ex. CAP-55) and all of CAPs’ supplemental exhibits (Exs. CAP-56, CAP-57, 
and CAP-58). The undersigned admitted into evidence a portion of Ex. CAP-55, Exs. 
NET-2000 through NET-2006, and Exs. S-31 through S-33.

On February 8, 2016, NETOs, Staff and CAPs filed official copies of exhibits. 27.
NETOs sponsored Exs. NET-2000 through NET-2006. Staff sponsored Exs. S-31 
                                                          

24 Order to Reopen Record at P 4.
25 Id. P 14.
26 Id. P 15.
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through S-33. CAPs sponsored Ex. CAP-55. Also on February 8, 2016, parties and 
participants filed Joint Transcript Corrections to the February 1, 2016 Hearing.  On 
February 9, 2016, the undersigned issued an Order Adopting Joint Transcript Corrections.

II. Summarized Testimony

1. CAPs Direct Testimony

The Complainant-Aligned Parties (CAPs) sponsored the testimony of Dr. J. 28.
Randall Woolridge. Dr. Woolridge has previously prepared testimony on the appropriate 
base-level return on equity (ROE) applicable to the New England Transmission Owners 
(NETOs).27 His educational background, research, and related business experience is 
provided in Exhibit CAP-2. In his direct testimony, Dr. Woolridge discussed the 
regulatory and economic context in which the current cost of equity invested in NETOs’ 
transmission rate bases must be determined and the cost of equity studies he performed.28

Dr. Woolridge then provided his recommendations and justifications for placing the 
NETOs’ Base ROE within the range produced by his DCF studies.29

(a) Introduction and Summary

Dr. Woolridge explained that the allowed Base ROE is currently 10.57%, to which 29.
various incentive ROE adders are applied, with the maximum ROE capped at 11.74%.30

He believes those ROEs significantly exceed what would be reasonable for the periods at 
issue in this case because he considers the anomalous capital market conditions cited in 
Opinion No. 531, to justify selecting a base ROE three-quarters of the way up the range 
of DCF ICOEs, to be a thing of the past.31 Various measures of central tendency that he 
calculated for the DCF ICOES in the current Docket Nos. EL14-86 and EL11-33 indicate 
that equity cost rates are below 9.0%.32

For the Complaint II Period (December 27, 2012 – March 26, 2014), Dr. 30.
Woolridge’s DCF model has 31 risk-band proxies with 24 ICOEs are retained. These 

                                                          
27 Ex. CAP-1 at 1.
28 Id. at 2.
29 Id.
30 Id.
31 Id. at 3.
32 Id.  
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method using IBES growth rates is 12.25%.3089

C. Findings and Conclusions

The undersigned disagrees with NETOs that the high end established in Docket 936.
No. ER04-157 (13.5%) should continue to apply.  This case is separate and distinct from 
the time period that was under consideration in that case and involves different studies. 
Consistent with the undersigned’s findings and conclusions noted earlier, for the 
Complaint III period the top of the zone of reasonableness calculated through the 
application of the DCF method using Yahoo!-sourced IBES growth rates is 12.19 
percent.3090

IV. Summary Findings and Conclusions

For each of the periods at issue, the existing base ROEs are unjust and 937.
unreasonable, but they are enclosed in anomalous capital markets. Consistent with the 
findings in this Initial Decision, and in order to meet the just and reasonable standard set 
by the Commission, the undersigned finds that: 

 for the refund period in Docket No. EL13-33-002, the base ROE should be 
9.59 percent,3091 and that the ceiling of ROE should be 10.42 percent;3092

 for the refund period in Docket No. EL14-86-000, the base ROE should be 
10.90 percent,3093 and that the ceiling of the ROE should be 12.19 
percent.3094

V. Order

The Omission from this Initial Decision of any argument or portion of the record 938.
raised by the participants in their briefs does not mean that it has not been considered. All 
such arguments have been evaluated and found to either lack merit or significance to the 
extent that their inclusion would only tend to lengthen this Initial Decision without 
altering its substance or effect.

                                                          
3089 NETOs IB at 60 (citing Ex. NET-1700 at 7; Ex. NET-1703).
3090 Ex. NET-2004.
3091 Section 2.1.2 (E), Findings and Conclusions, above.
3092 Section 2.3.2.(E), Findings and Conclusions above.
3093 Section 3.3.1. (C), Findings and Conclusions, above.
3094 Section 3.3.2 (C), Findings and Conclusions, above.
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